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which, tho’ it does not come the full into any Art, gene­
rally carries it to greater Heights than any other Country 
in the World. 1 am particularly glad that this Author 
comes from a Britijh Printing-houle in fo great a Magni­
ficence, as he is the firft who has given us any tolerable 
Account of our Country.

M Y illiterate Readers, if any fuch there are, will be 
furprifed to hear me talk of Learning as the Glory of a 
Nation, and of Printing as an Art that gains a Reputation 
to a .People among whom it flourilhes. When Mens 
Thoughts are taken up with Avarice and Ambition, they 
cannot look upon any thing as great or valuable, which, 
does not bring with it an extraordinary Power or Interelt 
to the Perfon who is concerned in it. But as I ihall ne­
ver fink this Paper fo far as to engage with Goths and 
Vandals, I  lliall only regard fuch kind of Reafoners with 
that Pity which is due to fo deplorable a Degree ofStupi- 
dity and Ignorance. L
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Nos decehat
Lugen ubi ejfet altquis in lucent editus 
Htimanit njites nsaria reputantes mala;

qui lahores morte finijfet graves,
Omnes amicoslaudei^ Icetitiaexequi. Eurip. apudTull.

AS the SpeBator is in a kind a Paper of News from 
the natural World, as others are from the bufy and 
politick Part of Mankind, I (liall tranflate the fol­

lowing Letter written to an eminent French Gentleman in 
this I'own from Paris, which gives us the Exit of an He­
roine who is a Pattern of Patience and Geiierofity,

S I R ,  Paris, April l8, 1712.
'  T T  is fo many Years fmee you left your native Coan-
‘ *  try, that I amtotellyoulheCharafler5ofyournear-
* ell Relations as iiiucii as if you were an utter Stranger 
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to them. The Occafion of this is to give you an Ac­
count of the Death of Madam de Villacerfe, whofe De­
parture out of this Life I  know not whether a Man of 
your Philofophy will call unfortunate or not, fince it was 
attended with fome Circuraftances as much to be defi- 
redas to be lamented. She was her whole Life happy in 
an uninterrupted Health, and was always honoured for 
an Evennefs of Temper and Greatnefs of Mind. On 
the lothinftant that Lady was taken with an Indifpofiti- 
on w h ic h  confined her to her Chamber, but was fuch as 

‘ was too flight to make her take a fick Bed, and yet too 
grievous to admit of any Satisfaftion in being out of it. 
I t is notorioufly known, that fome Years ago Monficur 
Fefleau, one of the moftconfiderable Surgeons in Paris, 
was defperately in love with this Lady : Her Quality 
placed her above any Application to her on the account 
of his Paffion; but as a Woman always has fome re­
gard to the Perfon whom flie believes to be her real 
Admirer, fhe now took it in her Head (upon Advice of 
her Phyficians to lofe fome of her Blood) to fend for 
Monfieur Fejieau on that Occafion. I happened to be 
there at that time, and my near Relation gave me the 
Privilege to be prefent. As foon as her Arm was ftrip- 

‘ ped bare, and he began to prefs it in order to raife the 
' Vein, his Colour changed, and I  obferved him feized 

with a fudden Tremor, which made me take the liberty 
' to fpcak of it to my Coufin with fome Apprehenfioh :
‘ She ta il’d, and Paid, fhe knew Mr. Fefleau had no Incli- 
' nation to do her Injury. Pie feemed to recover himfelf,
' a n d  tailing alfo proceeded in his Work. Immediately 
‘ after the Operation he cried out, that he was the moll 
' unfortunate of all Men, for that he had open’d an Artery 
t inftead of a Vein. I t is as impoflible to exprefs the
< Artift’s Diftraflionas the Patient’s Compofure.' I  will
• not dwell on little Circurafiances, but go on to inform 
■ you, that within three Days timeit was thoughtneceffary 
‘ to take offher Arm. She was fo far from ufing Fefleau
< as it would be natural to one of a lower Spirit to treat 
' him, that (he would not let him be abfent from any 
‘ Confultation ttbout her prefent Condition, and on every
* Occafion r.skcd whether he wasfatisfied in the Meafures 

that were taken about her. Before this laft Operation Ihe ■
‘ ordered
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order’d her Will to be drawn, and after having been 
about a quarter of an hour alone, flie laid the Surgeons, 
of whom poor FeJieauWdLS one, go on in their 
know not how to give you the Terms of Art, but there 
appeared fuch Symptoms after .the Amputation ot her 
Arm, that it was vifible Ihe could not live four and 

' twenty hours. Her Behaviour was fo magnanimous 
' throughout this whole Affair, that I was particulaily cu­

rious in taking notice ofwhatpaffed as her Fateappi oac i-
ed nearer and nearer, and took Notes of what me 
all about her, particularly word for word what Ine ipoke 
to Mr. Fejieau, which was as follows.
“  SI R,  you give me inexprelTible Sorrow for the an -

‘ guifli with v/hich I fee you overwhelmed. I am 
‘ veJ to all intents and purpofes from the Interefts of hu- 
‘ man Life, therefore I am to begin to think like one 
‘ wholly unconcerned in it. 1 do not confider you as one 
‘ by whofe Error I have loft my Life j no, you are my Be- 
‘ nefaftor as you have haftened my Entrance into a 
‘ py Immortality. This is my Senfe ot this Accident: but 
‘ the World in which you live may have '1 houghts of it 
‘ to your difadv.antage, I have therefore taken care to 
‘ provide for you in my Will, and have placed you above 
‘ what you have to fear from their Ill-Nature.

‘ W H I L E  this excellent Woman fpoke thefe Words, 
Tejicait looked as if he received a Condemnation to die,

■ inllead of a Penlion for his Life. .Madam de Vitlace^e^
■ lived till Eight of the Clock the ne.xt Night, and tho
' file muft have laboured under the moll e.xquifite Tof- 

ments, flie poffelied her .Mind with fo wonderlul a I a- 
tience, that one may rather fay flie ceafed to breathe 
than fhe died at that hour. Yon who had not the hap-

■ pinefs to be perfonally known to this Lady, have nothing 
but to rejoice in the Honour you had ot being rclateu to

’ fo great Merit; but we who h;ive loft her Converfation,
■ cannot fo eafily relign our own Ilappinefs by Reflexion 
• upon hers.

1  am, Sir, your affeBionate Kinfman,
and tfioji obsdiijit, humble Servant,

Paul Regnaud.
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