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THERE hardly can be a greater Inllance ofan He-
roick Mind, than tlie unprejudiced Manner in which this
Lady weighed this Misfortune. The regard of Life it felf
could not make her overlook the Contrition of the unhap-
py Man, whofe more.than ordinary Concern for her was
all his Guilt. It would certainly be of Angular Ufe to hu-
man Society to have an exadt Account of this Lady’s ordi-
nary Conduft, which was crowned by fo uncommon Mag-
nanimity. Such Greatnefs was not to be acquired in the'
laft Article, nor is it to be doubted but it was a conftant
Pradiice of all that is praife-worthy, which made her ca-
pable of beholding Deaths not as the Diflblution, but Con-
iummation of her Life. T

369. Saturdayy May 3.

Segnius irritant animos demiffa per aures,
i*idm qua funt oculis fuhjedla fidelibus— Hor.

Hiftory of Mankind to the firft great Period of Na-

ture, difpatches the remaining part of it in Narra-

tion. He has devifed a very handfom Reafon for the Angel’s
proceeding with Adam after this manner; though doubtlefs
the true Reafon was the Difficulty which the Poet would
liave found to have fiiadowed out fo mixed and compli-
cated a Story in vifible Objefls. 1 could wifli, however,
that the Author liad done it, whatever Pains it might have
coil Irim. To give my Opinion freely, | think that the
exhibiting part of the Hiftory of Mankind in Vifion, and
part in Narrative, is as ifan Hiftory-Painterlliould put in
Colours one half of his Subjedl, and write down the re-
maining part ofit. 1f Milton's Poem flags any where,
it is in this Narration, where in fome Places the Author
has been fo attentive to his Divinity, that he has negledled
his Poetry. The Narration, however, rifesvery happily
on feveral Occafions, where the Subjeft is capable of
Poetical Ornaments,as particularly in the Confufion which
he

M I LTO N, after having reprefented in Vifion the
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The Angel is defcribed as feeing the Patriarch adtualfy
travelling towards the Land of Promi/e, which gives-a
particular Livelinefs to this part of the Narration.

| fee him, but thou canji not, -viith swhat Faith

He leaves his Gods, his Friends, his native Soil
of Chaldea, pajpng novj the Ford

To Haran, after him a cumbrous Train

O f Herds, and Flocks, and nuns rous Servitude i

Not ewand'ring poor, but trufting all his Wealth

With God, who call'd him, in a Land unknoiwn.

Canaan he noiv attains, 1 fee his Tents

Pitch'd about Shechem, and the neighbossring Plain

O f Moreh, there by Promife he receives

Gift to his Progeny ofall that Land,

From Hamath Northvsard to the Drfart South,

(Things by their Names I call, tho'yet ssnnamed.)

A S FirgiPs Vifion in the fixth JEsseid probably gave
Milton the Hint of this whole Epifode, the laft Line is a
Tranflation of that Verfe where Anchifes mentions the
Names of Places, which they were to bear hereafter.

Hac turn namina e'runt, nuncfuntfne nomine terra:.

THE Poet has very finely reprefented the Joy and
Gladnefs of Heart which rifes in Adasn upon the Difeo-
very of the Mejfsah. As he fees his Day at a diftance
through Types and Shadows, he rejoices in it; butwhen
he finds the Redemption of Man compleated, and Pa-
radife again renewed, he breaks fortJr in Rapture and

Tranfport;

0 Gaodnefs infinite, Goodstefs immenfe!
That all this Good of EvilJhallproduce, &c.

1 have hinted in my fixth Paper on Milton, that .an
Heroick Poem, according to the Opinion of the beft Cri-
ticks, ought to end happily, and leave the Mind of tho
Reader, after having conduded it through many Doubts
and Fears, Sorrows and Difquietudes, in a State o fl ran-
quillity and Satisfadion. Mihots's Fable, which h.ad fo
many other Qualifications to rccomroentl it, was deficient
in this Particular. It is here therefore, that the Poet has

jQiown a molt exquifite Judgment, as well as the fineft_ In-
vention
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vention, by finding out a Method to fupply this natural
Defeft in his Subjeft. Accordingly he leaves the Adver-
fary of Mankind in the laft View which he gives us of
him,, under the lowell State of Mortification and Difap-
pointment. \Aefee him chewing Alhes, groveling in the
Dull, and loaden with fupernumcrary Pains and Torments.
On the contrary, oar two firll Parents are comforted by
Dreams and Villons, cheated with Promifes of Salvation,
and, in a manner, raifed to a greater Plappinefs than that
which they had forfeited : In lhort, Satan is reprefented
miferable in the height of his Triumphs, and Adam tri-
umphant in the height of Milery.

MILTO N’t Poem ends very nobly. The lall Speeclv
es of Adam and the Archangel are full of Moral and
Inllruflive Sentiments. The Sleep that fell upon E ‘ve, and
the Eftedls it had in quieting the Diforders of her Mind,
produces the fame kind of Confolation in the Reader, who
cannot perufe the lall beautiful Speech .which is aferibed
to the Mother of Mankind, without a fecret Pleafure and
Satisfaftion.

Whence thou return]}, and “whither went'fi, | knanjoj
For God is alfo in Sleep, and Dreasns adnjife.
Which he hathfent propitious, fosnegreat Good
Prefaging, Jince nxsith Sorronu and Heart's Dijlrefs
Wearied I fell afeep : hut novj lead oni

In me is no delay: loith thee togo,

JstoJlay here; avithout thee here toJlay,

Is togo hence usnvilling : thou to me

Art all things under Heani'n, alPPlaces thou.
Whofor my swilful Crime art banijldd hence.
Fhis farther Confolationyet fecure

1 carry hence ; though all by tne is loft.

Such Fanjour, 1 uss™worthy, am svouchfafhd,.

By me the promifed SeedJhall all reftore.

THE following Lines, which conclude the Poem,
rife in a moll glorious Blaze of Poetical Images and Ex-

prellions. o . .
HELIODORUS in his JEthiopicks acquaints us,

that the Motion of the Gods differs from that of Mortals,

as the former do not llir their Feet, nor proceed Step by

Step, but flideo’er the Surface of theEarth by an uniform
Swim-
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Swimming of the whole Body. The Reader may obferve
with )iow i’ocetical a Dcfcription Milto/i has attributed the
fame mkind of Motion to the Angels who were to take
Pofleffion of Paradife.

Soffake our Mother Eve, and Adam heard
Wellpleas'd, but anfwerd not ; for nonu toonigh
Tlj Archangelfood, andfrom the other Hill
To theirfix'd Station, all in bright Array
'Phe Cherubim dejcended; on the Ground
Gliding metcorous, as evening Mifi
Ris'nfrom a River, o'er the Marifio glides.
And gathers gsoundfafi at the Lab'rer's Heel
Homexuard returning.  High hi Front advanc'd,
Phe brandijh'd Sxvord of God before them blasdd
Fierce as a Comet----------

1" H E Author helped his Invention in the following
Pafliige, by refledingon the Behaviour of the Angel,who,
in Holy Writ, has the Condud of Lot and his Eamily.
The Lircumflances drawn from that Relation, are very
gracefully made ufe of on this Occafion.

In either Hand (he hafining Angel caught
Our Ungring Parents, and toth' F.afiern Gate
Led them direA ; and down the Cliffasfafi
"Tothe fubjeSed Plain ; then difappeard.
7hey looking back, &ec.

THE Scenewhich our firJ: Parents are furprifed with,
upon their looking back on Paradife, wonderfully ftrikes
the Reader’s Imagination, as nothing can be more natural
than the Tears they ftied on that Occafion.

Fhey looking back, all th* Eafiern fide beheld
Of'Paradife, fo late their happy Seat,
Wav'd over by thatflaming Brand, the Gate
With dreadful Faces throng'd andfiery Arms:
Some natural Tears they dropp'd, but wiped themfooni
The Worldyvjas all before them, where to choofe
Their Place of Refi, and Providence their Guide.

I F 1 might prefume to offer at the fmallcft Alteration
in this divine Work, | fhould think the Poem would end
bettor
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better with the Paflage here quoted, than with the two
Verfes which follow :

7hey hand in hand, ‘with miand'ring Steps andJlonjj,
Through Eden took theirfolitary 1Vay.

THESE two Verfes, though they have their Beauty,
fall very much below the foregoing Pafihg mand renew in
the Aiind of the Reader that Anguilh which was pretty
well laid by that Confideration.

1he World 'was all before them, ‘'where to ehoofe
Their Place of Ref, andProvidence their Guide.

Number of Books in Paradife Lof is equal to
thole of the ubnetd. Our Author in his firit Edition had
divided his Poem into ten Books, but afterwards broke
the feventh and the eleventh each of them into two diffe-
rent Books by the help of fome fmall Additions. This
lecond Dwilion was made with great Judgment, as any
one may fee who will be at the pains of examining it. It
was not done for the fake of fuch a Chimerical Beauty as
that of refembling Virgil in this Particular, but for the
more juft and regular Difpolition of this great Work.

T H O SE who have read Bojfu, and many of the Cri-
ticks who have written fince his Time, will not pardon
me if | do not find out the particular Moral which is in-
culcated in Paradife Lof. Though | can by no mean,
i“ink with the Jail mentioned French Author, that an
Epick Writer firll of all pitches upon a certain Moral,
as the Ground-Work and Foundation of his Poem, and
aftpwards finds out a Story to it : | am, however, of
opinion, that no j'uft Heroick Poem ever was or can
be made, from whence one great Moral may not be de-
duced. | hat which reigns in Milton, is the moft univer-
lal and moft ufeful that can be imagined ; it is in lhort
this Jhat Obedience to the Will of God makes Men happy,
and that Uifobedience snakes them mifcrable. This is vi-
libly the Moral of the principal Fable, which turns upon
Adam fCw”E've, who continued in while they
kept the Command that was given them, and were driven
cut of It as foon as they had tranfgrcffed. This is like-
wife the Moral of the principal Epifode, which lhews us
how an innumerable Multitude of Angels fell from their

State
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State of Blifs, and were caft into Hell upon their Difobe-
dience. Befides this great Moral, which may be looked
upon as the Soul of the Fable, there are an Infinity of
Under-Morals which are to be drawn from the fevoral
parts of the Poem, and which makes this Work more
ufeful and inftrudlive than any other Poem in any Lan-

uage.

g 'IqHOSE who have criticized on the OdyJ/'iy, the
Iliad, and JEneid, have taken a great deal of Pains to fix
the Number of Months and Days contained in the Aftioa
ofeach of thofe Poems. If any one thinks it worth his
while to examine this Particular in Milton, he will find
that from Adam's firft Appearance in the fourth Book, to
his Expulfion from Paradi/e in the twelfth, the Author
reckons ten Days. As for that part of the Adfion which
is defcribed in the three firll Books, as it does not pafs
within the Regions of Nature, | have before obferved
that it is not fubjeft toatyf Calculations of Time.

I have now fini*ied my Obfervations on a Work
which does an honour to the Englip Nation. | have
taken a general View of it under thefe four Heads, the
Fable, the Charaaers, the Sentiments, and the Language,
and made each of them the Subjea of a particular Paper.
I have in the next Place fpoken of the Cenfures which
our Author may incur under each of thefe Heads, which
I have confined to two Papers, though | might have en-
larged the Number, if I liad been difpofed to dwell on fo
ungrateful a Subjeft. | believe, however, that the fevereft
Reader will not find any little Fault in Heroick Poetry,
which this Author has fellen into, that does not come un-
der one of thofe Heads among which | have diftributed
his feveral Blemilhes. After having thus treated at large
of Paradife Loft, | could not think it fufficient to have
celebrated this Poem in the whole, without defending
to Particulars. | have therefore bellowed a Paper upon
each Book, and endeavoured not only to prove that
the Poem is beautiful in general, but to point out its
Particular Beauties, and to determine wherein they confift.
I have endeavoured to lhew how fome Paffages arc beau-
tiful by being Sublirrte, others by being Soft, others by
being Natural t which of them are recommended by the
PaiiBon, which by the Moral, which by tlie Sentimentd.
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