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and which by the Expreflion. I  Jiave likewife endea­
voured to Ihcw how the Genius of the Poet fliines by a 
happy Invention, adiftant Allufion, or a judicious Imi­
tation ; how lie has copied or improved Homer or Virgil, 
and raifes his own Imaginations by the Ufe which lie has 
made of feveral Poetical Pafliiges in Scripture. I might 
have inferted alfo feveral Palfages in Va£o, which our 
Author has imitated ; but as I do not look upon Tajfo to 
be a fufficient Voucher, I  would not perplex my Reader 
with fiich Quotations, as might do more Honour to the 
Italian than the Etiglijh Poet. In Iliort, I have endea­
voured to particularize thofe innumerable kinds of Beau­
ty, which it would be tedious to recapitulate, but which 
areelTential to Poetry, and which may be met within, 
the Works of this great Author. Had I thought, at my 
hrft engaging in this DcCgn, that it would have led me 
to fo great a length, I believe I Ihould never have en­
tered upon it; but the kind Reception which it has met 
with among thofe whofe Judgments I liave a value for, 
as well as the uncommon Demands which my Bookfeller 
tells me have been made for thefe p.articular Difeourfes, 
give me no reafon to repent of the Pains I have been at 
in compofmg them. £,.■

370. Mondaŷ  May 5,

_  lotus Mundus agit Hijirionem.

MA N  Y of my fair Readers, as well as very gay and 
well-received Perfons of the other Sex, are ex­
tremely perplexed at the Latin Sentences at the 

Head of my Speculations; 1 do not know whether I ought 
not to indulge them with Tranflations of each of them : 
However, I have today taken down from the Top of the 
Stage in Drury-Lane a bit of Latin which often Hands in 
their View, and lignifies that the auhole World aSls the 
Flayer. It is certain that if we look all round us, and be­
hold thedifferentEmployments of Mankind,you hardly fee

one
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one who is not, as the Player is, in an aflum’d Charac­
ter. The Lawyer, who is vehement and loud in a Caufe 
wherein he knows he has not the Truth of the Queftion 
on his fide,is a Player as to the perfonated Part,but incom­
parably meaner than he as to the Prollitution ofhimfelf 
for hire ; becaufc the Pleader’s Fallhood introduces Injuf- 
tice, the Player feigns for no other end !. tt to divert or 
inftruft you. The Divine, whofe Paffions tranfport him 
to fay any thing with any View but promoting the In- 
terefts of true Piety and Religion, is a Player with a kill 
greater Imputation of Guilt, in proportion to his depre­
ciating a Charafter more facred. Confider all the dif­
ferent Purfuits and Employments of Men, and you will 
find half their Aftions tend to nothing clfe but Difguife 
and Impollure \ and all that is done which proceeds 
not from a Man’s very felf is the Aftion of a Player. For 
this reafon it is that I  make fo frequent mention of tlie 
Stage; It is, with me, a Matter of the highell: Confide- 
ration what Parts are well or ill performed, what Paf­
fions or Sentiments are indulged or cultivated, and con- 
fequently what Manners and Cuftoms are transfufed from 
the Stage to the World, which reciprocally imitate each 
other. As the Writers of Epick Poems introduce lhadowy 
Perfons, and reprefent Vices and Virtues under the Cha- 
raflers of Men and Women j fo I, who am a Specta ­
tor in the World, may perhaps fometimes make ufe 
o f the Names of the Aftors on the Stage, to reprefent or 
admonilh thofe who tranfaft Affairs in the World. When 
I  am commending Wilks for reprefenting the Tendernefs 
of a Husband and a Father in Macbeth, the Contrition 
of a reformed Prodigal in Harry the Fourth, the winning 
Emptinefs of a young Man of Good-nature and Wealth 
in the Trip to the Jubilee, the Officioufnefs of an- artful 
Servant in the Fox; when thus I cclebi-ate Wilks, I talk 
to all the World who are engaged in any of thofe Cir- 
cumftances. I f  I were to Ipeak of Merit negleftcd, 
mifapplied or mifunderftood, might not I fay Eajlcourt 
has a great Cap.icity ? But it is not the Intcreft of others 
who bear a Figure on the Stage that his Talents were 
underllood; it is their Bufinefs to impofc upon him what 
cannot become him, or keep out of liis Lands any 
tiling in which he would Ihine. Were one to ralfe a

Sufpicion,
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Sufpicion ofhimfelf in a Man who pafles upon the World 
for a fine Thing, in order to alarm him, one might fay, 
if Lord Foppington were not on the Stage, {Cibber aifs 
the falfe Pretenfions to a genteel Behaviour fo very julUy) 
he would have in the generality of Mankind more that 
would admire than deride him. When we come to Cha- 
rafters direftly Comical, it is not to be imagin’d what 
EfFeft a well-regulated Stage would have upon Mens 
Manners. The Craft of an Ufurer, the Abfurdity of a 
rich Fool, the awkward Roughnefs of a Fellow of half 
Courage, the ungraceful Mirth of a Creature of half Wit, 
might be for ever put out of Countenance by proper 
Parts for Dogget. Johnfon by a£ling Corbacchio the otlier 
Night, mull have given all who faw him a thorough L)e- 
teftation of aged Avarice. The Petulancy of a peeviih 
old Fellow, who loves and hates he knows not why, is 
very excellently performed by the ingenious Mr. William 
Penkethman in the Fop's Fortune', wJiere, in the Charac­
ter of Don Cholerick Snap Shorto de Fefty, he anfvvers no 
Queftions but to thofe whom he likes, and wants no ac­
count of any thing from thofe he approves. Mr. Penketh- 
man is alfo Mailer of as many Faces in the Dumb-Scenc, 
as can be expefled from a Man in the Circurallances of 
being ready to perilh out of Fear and Hunger; He won­
ders throughout the whole Scene very mallerly, without 
neglefling his Vidluals. I f  it be, as I have heard it fome- " 
times mentioned, a great Qualification for the World to 
follow Bufinefs and Pleafure too, what is it in the Inge­
nious Mr. Penkethman to reprefent a Senfe of Plealure 
and Pain at the fame time ; as you may fee him do this 
Evening ?

AS it is certain that a Stage ought to be wliolly fup- 
prelfed, or judicioufly encouraged, while there is one in 
the Nation, Men turn’d for regular Pleafuie cannot em­
ploy their Thoughts more ufefully, for the Diverfion of 
Mankind, than by convincing them that it is in diem- 
fclves to raife this Entertainment to tJie greatell Height. 
I t would be a great Improvement, as well as Enibellilh- 
ment to the Theatre, if Dancing were more regarded, 
and taught to all the Adtors. One who has tlie Advan­
tage of fuch an agreeable girlilh Perfon as Mrs. Bicknell, 
joined with her Capacity of Imitation, could in proper

Geilurt
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