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Geftiire and Motion reprcfent all the decent Charafters 
of hemale Life. An amiable Modelly in one Afpeft 
of a Dancer, an alTumed Confidence in another, a fud- 
den Joy in another, a falling off with an Impatience- 
of being beheld, a Return towards the Audience with an 
unlleady Refolution to approach them, and a well-a£led 
Solicitude to pleafe, would revive in the Company all 
the fine Touches of Mind raifed in obfcrving all the OU- 
jcfts of Aftcdlion or Faffion they had before beheld, 
touch elegant Entertainments as thefe, would poliih the 
Town into j  udgment in their Gratifications j and Delicacy 
in Pleafure is the firii llcp People of Condition take in 
Reformation from Vice. Mrs. Bicknell has the only Ca­
pacity for this fort of Dancing of any on the Stage ; and 
I  dare fay all who fee her Performance to-morrow Night, 
when fure the Romp will do her bell for her own Benefit, 
will be of my mind. T

N °  3 7 1 . Tuefday  ̂ May 6 .

Ranine ifitur laudas quod de Japientihus unus
RidobaiP-----------  Juv.

I Shall communicate to my Reader the following Letter 
lor the Entertainment of tliis Day .

B I  R,

YO U know very w-ell that our Nation is more fa­
mous for that fort of Men who are called W him  
and Humourijis, than any other Country in the 

W orld; for which reafon it is obferved that our Englijh 
Comedy excels that of all other Nations in the Novel­
ty and Variety of its Charatfers.
‘ A M O N G  thofe innumerable Sets of Whims which 
our Country produces, there are none whom I have 
rco-arded with more Curiofity than thofe who have, 
invented any particular kind of Diverfion for the En­
tertainment of'themfclvcs or their Friends. My Letter

‘ lhall
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* ftall fingle out thofe who take delight in forting a 
‘ Company that has fomething of Burlefque and Ridicule 
‘ in its Appearance. I  fhall make my felf underftood 
‘ by the following Example. One of the Wits of the laft 
‘ Age, who was a Man of a good Eftate, thought lie
* never laid out his Money better than in a Jell. As he 
‘ was one Year at the Bath, obferving that in the great 
‘ Confluence of fine People, there were feveral among 
‘ them with long Chin% a part of the Vifage by which 
‘ he himfelf was very much diftinguiflied, he invited to 
‘ dinner half a Score of thefc remarkable Perfons who
* had their Mouths in the Middle of their Faces. They 
‘ had no fooner placed themfelves about the Table, but 
‘ they began to flare upon one another, not being able 
‘ to imagine what had brought them together. Our Etig' 
‘ lij}} Proverb fays,

'Tis merry in the Hall,
When Beards niag all.

‘ Itproved fo in the AfTembly I  am now fpeakingof, who 
‘ feeing fo many Peaks of Faces agitated with Eating,
‘ Drinking and Difeourfe, and obferving all the Chins 
‘ that were prefent meeting together very often over the 
‘ Centre of the Table, every one grew fenfible of the 
‘ Jefl, and came into it with fo much Good-humour, that 
‘ they lived in flrift Friendlhip and Alliance from that 
‘ day forward.

‘ T  FI E fame Gentleman fome time after packed toge-
* ther a Set of Oglers, 'as he called them, confilling of 
‘ fuch as had an unlucky Cart in their Eyes. His Diver- 
'  fion on this Occafion was to fee the crofs Bows, inif- 
‘ taken Signs, and wrong Connivances that pafled amidft 
‘ fo many broken and refrafled Rays of Sight.

‘ T H E  third Feafl which this merry Gentleman exhi- 
‘ bited was to the Stammerers, whom he got together in a 
‘ fufficient Body to fill his Table. FIc had ordered one of 
‘ his Servants, who was placed behind a Screen, to write 
‘ down their Table-Talk, which was very eafy to be 
‘ done without the help of Short-hand. I t  appears by 
‘ tlic Notes which were taken, that tho’ their Converfa- 
‘ tion never fell, there were not above twenty Words fpo- 
‘ ken during the flrft Courfe j tliatupon ferving up the fc-

‘ cond,.
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‘ cond, one of the Company was a quarter of an Hour in 
‘ telling them, that the Ducklings and Afparagus were 
‘ very good; and that another took up the fame time 
‘ in declaring himfelf of the fame Opinion. This Jell 
‘ did not, however, go oiF fo well as the former ; for 
‘ one of the Guefts being a brave Man, and fuller of 
‘ Refentment than he knew how to exptefs, went out of 
‘ the Room, andfent the facetious Inviter a Challenge 
‘ in Writing, which, though it was afterwards dropp'd 
‘ by the Interpofition of Friends, put a flop to thefe lu- 
‘ dicrous Entertainments.

‘ N O W, Sir, I dare fay you will agree with me, that 
‘ as there is no Moral in thefe Jells, they ought to be 
• difeouraged, ami looked upon rather as pieces of Un- 
‘ iuckinefs than Wit. However, as it is natural for one 
‘ M.an to refine upon the Thought of another, and im- 
‘ poffible for any CiiglePerfon, iiow great foever his Parts 
‘ may be, to invent an Art, and bring it to its utmofl: 
‘ PerfcfUon; I (hall here give you an Account of an 
‘ honeft Gentleman of my Acquaintance, wlio upon hear- 
‘ ing the Ch.irader of the Wit above-mentioned, has him- 
‘ felfaffumed it, and endeavoured to convcit it to the 
‘ Benefit of Mankind. He invited half a dozen of his 
‘ Fi'iends one Day to Dinner, who were eacli of them 
‘ famous for inferring feveral redundant Phrafes in their 
‘ Difeourfe, as, /jirar me, d'ye fee, that is, and fo Sir.
‘ Each of the Guells making frequent ufe of his par- 
‘ ticular Elegance, appeared fo ridiculous to his Neigh- 
‘ bour, that he could not but re(le£l upon himfelf as ap- 
‘ pearing equally ridiculous to the reft of the Company :
‘ By this means, before they had fat long together, every 
‘ one talking with the greateft Circumfpedtion, and care- 
‘ fully avoiding his favourite Expletive, the Converfation 
‘ was cleared of its Redundancies, and had a greater 
‘ Quantity of Senfe, tho’ lefs of Sound in it.

‘ T H E  fame well-meaning Gentleman took occafion,
‘ at another time, to bring together fuch of his Friends 
‘ as vvere addifted to a foolilhhabitual Cuftom ofSwear- 
‘ ing. In order to lliew them the Abfurdity of the 
‘ Pradlice, he had recourfe to the Invention above-men- 
‘ tinned, having placed an Amanuenfis in a private Part 
‘ of the Room. After the fecond Bottle, when Men open

‘ their
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‘ their Minds without Referve, my honeft Friend began 
‘ to take notice of the many fonorous but unneceflary 
‘ Words that had pafled in his Houfe fince their fitting 
‘ down at Table, and how much good Converfation they 
‘ had loft by giving way to fuch fiiperfluous Phrafes.
‘ What a Tax, fays he, would they have raifed for the 
‘ Poor, had we put the Laws in Execution upon one 
‘ another ? Every one of them took this gentle Reproof 
‘ in good part. Upon which he told them, that know- 
‘ ing their Converfation would have no Secrets in it,
‘ he had order’d it to be taken down in Writing, and 
‘ for the Humour-fake would read it to them, if they 
‘ pleafed. There were ten Sheets of it, which might have 
‘ been reduced to two, had there not been thofe abomi- 
‘ nablc Interpolations I have before mentioned. Upon 
‘ the reading of it in cold Blood, it looked rather like a 
‘ Conference of Fiends than of Men. In Ihort, every one 
‘ trembled at himfelf upon hearing calmly what he had 
‘ pronounced amidft the Heat and Inadvertency of 
‘ Difeourfe.

‘ I lliall only mention another Occafion wherein he 
‘ made ufc of the fame Invention to cure a different kind 
‘ of Men, who arc the Pefts of all polite Converfation,
‘ and murder Time as much as either of the two for- 
‘ mer, though they do it more innocently ; I mean that 
‘ dull Generation of Story-tellers. My Friend got toge- 
‘ ther about half a dozen of his Acquaintance, who were 
‘ infedted with this ftrange Malady. The firft Day one 
‘ of them fitting down, entered upon the Siege of A'ia- 
‘ mur, which lafted till four o’Clock, their time of part- 
‘ ing. The fecond Day a North-Briton took pofleflion 
‘ of the Difeourfe, which it was impoflible to get out of 
‘ his hands fo long as the Company ftaid together. The 
‘ third Day was engrofled after the fame manner by a 
‘ Story of the fame length. They at laft began to re- 
‘ fledt upon this barbarous way of treating one another, 
‘ and by this means awakened out of that Lethargy 
‘ with which each of them' had been feized for feveral 
‘ Years.

‘ A S you have fomewhere declared, that extraordi- 
‘ nary and uncommon Charadfers of Mankind are the 
‘ Game which you delight in, and as I  look upon you to

‘ be

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




