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‘ be the greateft Sportfman, or, if  you pleafe, the Wmrod 
‘ among this Species of Writers, I thought this Difcovery 
‘ would not be unacceptable to you.

I  am,
I S I R ,  Sec,

N® 372. TVednefday, M ay j .

* ■ ■■ Pudet heec opprobria nobis
E t did potuij/e, is  non potuijfc refelli Ovid.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r , May 6 , 1712.

I Am Sexton of the Parifh of Covent-Garden, and 
complained to you fome time ago, that as' I was 
tolling into Prayers at Eleven in the Morning, 

Crowds of People of Quality haftened to aflemble at a 
Puppet-lhow on the other Side of the Garden, I had at 
the lame timea very great Difefteem for Mr. Po-zue/Iand 
his little thoughtlefs Commonwealth, as if they had 
enticed the Gentry into thole Wandrings: But let tnat be 
as It will, I am now convinced of the Jionelt Intentions 
of the faid Mr. Ponvelland Company; and fend this to 
.acquaint you, that he has given all the Profits which 
lhall arife to-morrow Night by his Play to the ufe of 
the poor Charity-Children of this Parifh. i have been 
informed. Sir, that in Holland all Perfons w'Jio fee up 
any Show, oraft any Stage-Play, be the Aftors either of 
Wood and Wire, or Flelli and Blood, are obliged to pay 
out of their Gain luch a Proportion to the honeft and 
indullrious Poor in the Neighbourhood: By this means 
they make Diverfion and Pleafure pay a Tax to Labour 
and Induftry. I have been told alio, th.at all the time 
of Leni,m  Roman-Catholick Countries, the Perfons 
of Condition adminiftred to the Neceffities of the Poor, 
and attended the Beds of Lazars and difenfed Perfons.

*■ Our Protellant Ladies and Gentlemenarefo much to leek 
‘ for proper ways of palling .time, that they are obliged

‘ to
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to Punchinello for knowing, what to do with themfclves. 
Since the Cafe is fo, I defire only you would intreat our 
People of Quality, who are not to be interrupted in- 
their Pleafure to think of tlte Prailice of any moral 
Duty, that they would at leaft. fine for their Sins, and- 
give fometliing to thefe poor Children ; a little out o f 
their Luxury and Superfluity, would atone, in fome- 
meafure, for the wanton ufe of the reft of their For­
tunes. It would not, mctliinks, beamifs, if the Ladies,

■ who haunt the Cloifters and Paflages of the Play-houfe, 
were upon every Offence obliged to pay to this excel­
lent Inftitution of Schools of Charity : This Method 
would make Offenders themfelves do Service to the- 
Publick. But in the mean time I  defire you would pub- 
lifli this voluntary Reparation which Mr. P o n u d l 6oz% 
our Parifli, for the Noife he has made in it by the con- 
ftantrattbngof Coaches, Drums, Trumpets, Triumphs, 
and Battles. TheDeftruftionof Troy adorned with High­
land Dances, are to make up the Entertainment of all 
who are fo well difpofed as not to forbear a light En­
tertainment, for no other Reafon but that it is to do a 
good Adion.

l a m ,  S I R ,

Your mojl hum ble  S e r v a n t,

Ralph Bcllfry.'

‘ I  am credibly informed, that all the Infinuations 
' which a certain Writer made againft Mr. P cn ve ll at the 
' B a th , are falfe and groundlefs.

M r . S p e c t a t o r ,

M y  Employment, which is that of a Broker, lead- 
. ing me often into Taverns about the. E xc h a n g e ,

‘ has given me occafion to obferve a certain Enormity,
‘ which I fliall here fubmit to your Animadverfion. in  
‘ three or four of thefe Taverns, I have, at different 
‘ times, taken notice of a prccifeSet of People with grave 
‘ Countenances, flrort Wigs, black Clothes, or dark 
‘ Camblet trimm’d with black, and mourning Gloves and 
‘ Hatbands, who meet on certain Days at each Tavern 
‘ fuccefftvely, and keep a fort of moving Club. Having

‘ often
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‘ often met with their Faces, andobferved a certain flink- 
‘ ing way in their dropping in one after another, I had the
* Curiofity to inquire into their Charafters, being the 
‘ rather moved to it by their agreeing in the Singularity 
‘ of their Drefs; and I find upon due Examination they 
‘ are a Knot of Parifh-Clerks, who have taken a fancy to
* one another, and perhaps fettle the Bills of Mortality 
‘ over their Half-pints. I  have fo great a ^'alue and 
» Veneration for any who have been but even an allenting 
‘ Amen in the Service of Religion, that I  am afraid left 
‘ thefe Perfons Ihould incur fome Scandal by this Prac-
* tice; and would therefore have them, without Ral- 
‘ lery, advife, to fend the Florence and Pullets home to 
‘ their own Houfes, and not pretend to live as well as 
‘ the Overfeers of the Poor.

I  am, S I R ,
Tour moji humble Sewant,

Humphry Transfer.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r , May 6.
‘ T Was laft Wednefday Night at a Tavern in the City, 
‘ 1 among a Set of Men who call themfelves the La'vi- 
‘ yers-Club. You mull know. Sir, this Club confifts
* only of Attorneys; and at this Meeting every one pro- 
-* pofes the Caufe he has then in hand to the Board, upom 
‘ which each Member gives his Judgment according to the 
‘ Experience he has met with. I f  it happens that any 
‘ one puts a Cafe of which they have had no Precedent, 
‘ it is noted down by their Clerk If'ill. Goo/equil, (who 
‘ rcgiftcrs all their Proceedings) that one of them may go
* the next Day with it to a Counfel. This indeed is com- 
‘ mcndable, and ought to be the principal' End of their 
‘ Meeting ; but had you been there to have heard them 
‘ relate tlieir Methods of managing a Caufe, their Man- 
'  ner of drawing out their Bills, and, in fhort, their Argu- 
‘ ments upon the feveral ways of abufing their Clients,
* with the Applaufe that is given to him who has done it 
‘ moll artfully, you would before now have given your 
‘ Remarks on them. They are fo confeious that their Dif- 
‘ courfes ought to be kept fecret, that they arc very cau- 
‘ tious of admitting any Perfon who is not of their Pro- 
‘ fefiion. When any who are not of the Law are let in,

‘ the
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