
N« 373- 7 ^̂  S p e c t a t o r . 215
‘ the Perfon who introduces him, fays, he is a very ho- 
‘ neft Gentleman, and he is taken in, as their Cant is, to 
‘ pay Colls. I am admitted upon the Recommendation 
‘ of one of their Principals, as a very honefi good-va- 
‘ u ird  Fellovu, that will never be in a Plot, and only de- 
‘ fires to drink his Bottle andfmokehis Pjpe. You have 
‘ formerly remarked upon feveral forts of Clubs ; and 
‘ as the Tendency of this is only to increafe Fraud and 
‘ Deceit, I  hope you will pleafe to take notice of it.

Jam  ( vuith ReJpeS)
Your humble Servant,

T H. R.

N° 373. Thurfday, M ay  8.

Fallit enim Vitium fpecie virtuth  fS” umbra. Juv.

Mr . Z. 0  C K E , in his Treatife ofHuman Under- 
Handing, has fpent two Chapters upon the Abufe 
of Words. The firft and moll palpable Abufe of 

Words, he fays, is, when they are ufed without clear and 
dilUndl Ideas : Thefecond, when we are fo inconllant and 
unlleddy in the Application of them, that we fometimes 
ufethem to fignify one Idea, fometimes another. He add.', 
that the Refult of our Contemplations and Reafonings, 
while we have no precife Ideas fixed to our Words, mull 
needs be very ccnfufed and abfurd. To avoid this In­
convenience, more efpecially in moral Difcourfes, where 
the fame Word Ihould conllantly be ufed in the fame 
Scnfe, he earnellly recommends the ufe of Definitions. A  
Definition^ fays he, is the only viay vshereby the precife 
Meaning of moral Words can be knovon. Fie therefore ac- 
cufes thole of great Negligence, who difcourfe of moral 
things with the leall Obfcurity in the Terms they make 
ufe of, fince upon the forcmentioned Ground he does not 
fcruple to fay, that he thinks Morality is capable of De- 
monfiratioH as viell as the Mathematickt,

I  know
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I  know no two Words that have been more abufed by 
the different and wrong Interpretations which are put up­
on tliem, than thofe two, Modejly and /fjjurance. To fay 
fuch a one h-. a modejl man, Ibmetimes indeed paffes 
for a good Charader ; but at prefent is very often ufed to 
fignify a iheepifh aukward Fellow, who has neitlier Good- 
bmeding, Politenefs, nor any Knowledge of the World.

A G A I N ,  A  Man of AJfurance, tho’ at firft it only 
denoted a Perfon of a free and open Carriage, is now very 
ufually applied to a profligate Wretch, who can break 
through all the Rules of Decency and Morality without 
a Blufli.

I fliall endeavour therefore in this Effay to rellore thefe 
Words to their true Meaning, to prevent the Idea of 
Modify from being confounded with that of Sheepifonefs, 
and to hinder Impudence from palling for AJfurance.

.1 F I was put to define Madefy, 1 would call it. The 
’Reflexion of an Jnginuous Mind, either ’when a Man has 
committed an Aclion for which he cenfurcs himfelf or fa n ­
cies that he is expofed to the Cenfure of others.

F O R this reafon a Man truly model!; is as much fo 
when he is alone as in Company, and as fubjed to a 
Blulh in his Clofet, as when the Eyes of Multitudes are

'*^l"do not remember to have met with any Inftance of 
Modefty with which I am fo well pleafed, as that cele­
brated one of the young Prince, whofe Father being a 
tributary King to the Romans, had feveral Complaints 
laid again!!; him before the Senate, as a  Tyrant and Op- 
preffor of his Subjeds. The Prince went to Rome to de­
fend his Father, but coming into the Senate, and hearing 
a Multitude of Crimesprov’d upon him, was fo opprelled 
when it aime to his Turn to fpeak, that he was unable to 
mter a Word. The Story tells us, that the Fathers were 
more moved at this Jnftancc of Modefty and Ingenuity, 
than they could have been by the moft pathetick Oration; 
and, in Ihort, pardoned the guilty Father for tliis early 
Premife of Virtue in the Son.

I take Af'urancc to be the Faculty of Po/fcjfng a Man's 
felf, or of faying and doing indifferent things without any 
Uneafinefs or Emol ’um in the Mind. 'Fhat which generally 
.rives a Man Affurance is a moderate Knowledge of the 

^ World,
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World, but above all a Mind fixed and determined in it 
felf to do nothing againft the Rules of Honour and De­
nney. An open and affured Behaviour is the natural Con- 
fequenceof fuch a Refolution. A Man thus armed, if his 
Words or Adtions are at any time mifinterpreted, re­
tires within himfcif, and from a Confeioufnefs of his own 
Integrity, affuraes Force enough to defpife the little Cen- 
fures of Ignorance or Malice.

E V E R Y  one ought to cherilh and encourage in him­
fcif theModefty and Aflurance I have here mentioned.

A Man without Aflurance is liable to be made uneafy 
by the Folly or Ill-nature of every one he converfes with. 
A Man without Modefty is loft to all Senfe of Honour 
and Virtue.

.1 T  is more than probable, that the Prince abovemen- 
tioned poflefled both thefe Qualifications in a very emi­
nent degree. Without AlTurance he would never have 
undertaken to fpeak before the moft auguft AlTembly in 
the World ; without Modefty he would have pleaded the 
Caiife he had taken upon him, tho’ it had appeared ever 
fo fcandalous.

F R O M  what has been faid, it is plain, that Modefty 
and Aflurance are both amiable, and may very well meet 
in the lame Perfon. When they are thus mixed and 
blended together, they compofe what we endeavour to 
exprefs when we lay a modejl AJfurame ; by which we 
underftand the juft Mean between Balhfulnefs and Im­
pudence.

I  lhall conclude with obferving, that as the fame Man 
may be both modeft and alTured, fo it is alfo poflible for 
the fame Perfon to be both impudent and bafhful.

W  E have frequent Inftances of this odd kind of Mix­
ture in People of depraved Minds and mean Education ; 
who tho’ they are not able to meet a Man’s Eyes, or pro­
nounce a Sentence without Confufion, can voluntarily 
commit the greateft Villanies, or moft indecent Adlions.

S U C H  a Perfon feems to have made a Refolution to 
do 111 even in fpite of himfelf, and in defiance of all thofe 
Checks and Reftraints his Temper and Complexion feeni 
to have laid in his way.

U P O N  the whole, I  would endeavour to eftablifli 
this Maxim, That the Pradtice of Virtue is the moft pro- 

Vo l . V. Jil par
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