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per Method to give a Man a becoming Aflurance in his 
Words and Aftions. Guilt always leeks to Ihelter it felf 
in one of the Extremes, and is fometimes attended with 
botli. X
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N il aSum reputans Ji quid fuperejfet agendum. Luc.

T h e  R E  is a Fault, which, tho’ common, wants a 
Name. It is the very contrary to Procrallination : 
As we lofe the prefent Hour by delaying from day 

to day to execute what we ought to do immediately; lb 
moll of us take occafion to fit Hill and tlirow away the 
time in our poflcflion, by Retrofpeil on what is pall, ima­
gining we have already acquitted our felves, and ella- 
felilhcd our Charadlers in the fight of Mankind. But 
when wc thus put a Value upon our felves for what we 
have already done, any further than to explain our felves 
in order to aliill our future Conduit, that will give us 
an ovcr-wccniiig opinion of our Merit to the prejudice 
c f  our prefent Indullry. The great Rule, methinks, 
Ihould be to manage the Inftant in which we Hand, with 
Fortitude, Equanimity, and Moderation, according to 
Mens refpeitive Circumltances. I f  our pall Ailions re­
proach us, they cannot be atoned for by our own fe- 
vere Reflexions fo effedlually as by a contrary Beha­
viour. I f  they are praife-worthy, the Memory of them 
is ef no ufe but to aft fuitably to them. Thus a good 
prefent Behaviour is an implicit Repentance for any Mil- 
carriage in what is pall; but prefent Slacknefs will not 
make up for pall Adlivity. Time has fwallowed up all 
that we Contemporaries did yellerday, as irrevocably 
as it has the Adlions of the Antediluvians : But we are 
again awake, and what lhall we do to-day, to day which 
palTes while we are yet fpeaking ? Shall we remember 
the Folly of lall Night, or refolve upon the E.xercife of 
Virtue to-morrow? Lall Night is certainly gone, andTo- 
■lorrow may never arrive : This Inllant make ufe of.
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Can you oblige any Man of Honour and Virtue ? Do 
it Immediately. Can you vifit a fick Friend ? Will it 
revive him to fee you enter, and fufpend your own Eafe 
and Pleafure to comfort his Weaknefs, and hear the Im- 
pcrtinencies of a Wretch in pain ? Don’t flay to take 
Coach, but be gone. Your Millrefs will bring Sorrow,
and your Bottle Madnefs : Go to neither---------- Such
Virtues and Diverfions as thefe are mentioned becaufe 
they occur to all Men. But every Man is fufficiently 
convinced, that to fufpend the Ufe of the prefent Mo­
ment, and refolve better for the future only, is an unpar­
donable Folly : What I  attempted to conlider, was the 
Mifchief of fetting fuch a Value upon what is paft, as 
to think we have done enough. Let a Man have filled 
all the Offices of Life with the higheft Dignity till yefter- 
day, and begin to live only to himfelf to-day, he muft 
expefl he will in the Effedts upon his Reputation be con- 
fidered as the Man who died yefterday. The Man who 
diftinguiffies himfelf from the reft, ftands in a prefs of 
People; thofe before him intercept his Progrefs, and 
thofe behind him, if he does not urge on, will tread 
him down. Cisfar, of whom it was faid, that he thought 
rothing done nuhtle there utas any thing left for him to do, 
went on in performing the greateft Exploits, without 
alTuming to himfelf a Privilege of taking Reft upon the 
Foundation of the Merit of his former Adtions. It was 
the manner of that glorious Captain to write down what . 
Scenes he paffed through, but it was rather to keep his 
Affairs in Method, and capable of a clear Review in cafe 
they Ihould be examined by others, than that he built a 
Renown upon any thing that was paft. I  fhall pro­
duce two Fragments of his to demonftratc, that it was 
his Rule of Life to fupport himfelf rather by what he 
fliould perform, than what he had done already. In 
the Tablet which he wore about him the fame Year 
in which he obtained the Battle oi Pbarfalia, there 
were found thefe loofe Notes for his own Condudl:
It is fuppofed, by the Circumftances they alluded to, 
that they might be fet down the Evening of the fame 
Night.

‘ M Y Part is now but begun , and my Glory muft 
‘ be fuftained by the Ufe I make of this Vidtory; other- 
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‘ wife my Lofs will be greater than that of Pompey.

Our perfonal Reputation will rife or fell as we hear 
‘ our refpedlive Fortunes. All my private Enemies among 
‘ the Prifoners lliall be fpared. I  will forget this, in 
‘ order to obtain fuch anotherDay. ‘Trebutius is afhanted 
^ to fee m e ; I will go to his Tent, and be reconciled 
‘ in private. Give all the Men of Honour, who take 
‘ part with me, the Terms I offered before the Battle.
‘ Let them owe this to their Friends who have been 
‘ long in my Interefts. Power is weakened by tlie full
* Ufe of it, but extended by Moderation. Galbinius is 
‘ proud, and will be fervile in his prefent Fortune ; let
* him wait. Send for Stertinius ; He is modeft, and hfe 
‘ Virtue is w'orth gaining. 1 have cooled my Heart
* with Reflexion, and am fit to rejoice with the Army
* to-morrow. Fie is a popular General who can expofe
* himfelf like a private Man during a Battle ; but lie is 
'  more popular who can rejoice but like a private Man
* after a Viftory.

W  H A T  is particularly proper for the Example of all 
who pretend to Induftry in the purfuit of Honour and 
Virtue, is, that this Flero was more than ordinarily fo- 
licitous about his Reputation, when a Common Mind 
would have thought it felf in Security, and given it felf a 
loofe to Joy and Triumph. But though this is a very 
great Inftance ofhis Temper, I mull confefs I am more 
mken with his Reflexions when he retired to his Clofct 
an fome Difturbance upon the repeated ill Omens of 
Ca/phurnia's Dream the Night before his Death. The lite­
ral Tranllation of that Fragment lhall conclude this Paper.

‘ B E it fo then. If  I am to die to-morrow, that is
* what I am to do to-morrow ; It will not be then,
'  becaufe I am willing it llrould be then ; nor lhall I
* efcape it, becaufe I am unwilling. It is in the Gods
* when, but in my felf how I lliall die. If Calpbui nia's
* Dreams are Fumes of Indigellion, how lhall I behold 
'  the Day after to-morrow ? I f  they are from the Gods, 
'  their Admonition is not to prepare me to efcape from 
'  their Decree, but to meet it. I have lived to a Fulnefs
* of Days and of Glory: what is there that Cerfar has not 
‘ done with as much Honour as ancient Heroes ? Cafur
* has not yet i e d ; Cafar is prepared to die. T
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