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Habes confittntem reum. Tull..

I Ought not to have neglefted a Requell of one of my 
Correfpondents fo long as I have; but I dare fay I have 
given him time to add Pradlice to Profeffion. He 

fent me fome time ago a Bottle or two of excellent 
Wine to drink the Health of a Gentleman who had by 
the Penny-Poll advertifed him of an egregious Error in 
his Conduft. My Correfpondent received the Obligation 
from an unknown Hand with the Candour which is na­
tural loan ingenuous Mind; and promilcsa contrary Be­
haviour in that Point for the future ; He will offend his 
Monitor with no more Errors of that kind, but thanks 
him for his Benevolence.This frank Carriage makes me re- 
fle£l upon the amiable Atonement a Man makes in an inge­
nuous Acknowledgment of a Fault; AllfuchMifcarriages 
as flow from Inadvertency are more than repaid by it; fbf 
Reafon, though not concerned in the Injury, employs all 
its P'orce in the Atonement. He that fays, he did not de» 
fign to difoblige you in fuch an Aftion, does as much as if 
he Ihould tell you, that tho’ the Circumllancc which dif- 
pleafed was never in his Thoughts, he has that Refpedl 
for you, that he is unfatisfied till it is wholly out of yours. 
I t  mull be confefled, that when an Acknowledgment of 
an Offence is made out of Poomefs of Spirit, and not Con- 
viftion of Heart, the Circumllance is quite different: But 
in the Cafe of my Correfpondent, where both the Notice 
is taken and the Return made in private, the Affair 
begins and ends with the highell Grace on each Side. 
T o  make the Acknowledgment of a Fault in the highelt 
manner graceful, it is lucky when the Circumllances of 
the Offender place him above any ill Confequences from 
the Refentment of the Perfon offended. A Dauphin of 
lu-am, upon a Review of the Army, and a Command of 
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the King to alter the Poftnre of it by a March of one 
o f the Wings, gave an improper Order to an Officer at 
the Head of a Brigade, who told his Highnefs, he pre- 
fumed he had not received the laft Orders, which were 
to move a contrary Way. T he Prince, inflead of taking- 
the Admonition which was delivered in a manner that ac­
counted for his Error with Safety to his UnderAanding,_ 
ffiaked a Cane at the Officer j and with the return of 
opprobrious Language perfifted in his own Orders. T l\e 
whole Matter came neceffarily before the King, who 
commanded his Son, on foot, to lay Iiis right Hand on 
tlic Gentleman’s Stirrup as he fat on Horfeback in fight of 
the whole Army, and ask his Pardon. When the Prince 
touched his Stirrup, and .was going to fpeak, the Officer, 
with an incredible Agility, threw himfelf on the Earth, 
and kiffed his Feet.

T H  E Body is very little concerned in the Pleafures or 
Sufferings of Souls truly great; and the Reparation, when 
an Honour was defigned this Soldier, appeared as much 
too great to be borne by his Gratitude, as the Injury was 
intolerable to his Refentment.

W H E N  we turn our Thoughts from thefe extraor­
dinary Occurrences into common Life, v7e fee an inge­
nuous kind of Behaviour not only make up for Faults 
committed, but in a manner expiate tlrem in the very 
Commiliion. Tims many things wherein a Man has 
prelihd loo far, lie implicitly excufes, by owning, This 
is a Irt-fpcifs ; you'll pardon my Confidence: I  r.m fenfibl: 
I  ha-ve'm Pieicnfion to this Fa’vour, and ^ e  like. But 
commend me to thofe gay Fellows about Town who are 
dircff ly i.upudcnt, ana make up for it tio otherwife tlian 
by calling themfelves fuch, and exulting in it. But this 
fort of Carriage which prompts a Man againll Rules to 
urge what he has a mind to, is pardonable only when you 
fue for another. W hen you are confident in preference 
of your felf to others of equal Merit, every Man that 
loves Virtue and Modefty ought, in defence of thofe Qua­
lities, to oppofe you : But without confidering the Mo­
rality of the thing, let us at this time behold only the na­
tural Confequence of Candour when we fpeali of our 
fclvcs.
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T H E .  S t e c t a t o r  writes often in an Elegant, 

often in an Argumentative, and often in a Sublime Stile, 
with equal Succefs j but how would it hurt the reputed 
Author of that Paper to own, that of the moll beautiful 
Pieces under his Title, he is barely the Publilher ? There 
is nothing but what a Man really performs, can be an 
Honour to him ; what he takes more than he ought in 
the Eye of the World, he lofes in the Conviclion of his 
own Heart, and a Man mult lofe his Confeioufnefs, that 
is, his very Self, before he can rejoice in any Fallhood 
without inward Mortification.

W H O  has not feen a very Criminal at the Ear, when 
his Couufel and Friends have done .all that tliey could for 
him in vain, prevail upon the whole AITembly to pity him, 
and his Judge to recommend his Cafe to the iMercy of 
the Throne, without offering any thing new in his De­
fence, but that he, whom before we vvilhed convifted, 
became fo out of his own Mouth, and took upon hira’- 
felf all the Sliame and Sorrow we were jull before pre­
paring for I'im ? The great Oppo-fftion to this kind of 
Candour, arifes from the unjult Idea People ordinarily 
have of what we call a liigh Spirit. I t is far from Great- 
nefs of Spirit to perfill in the wrong in any thing, nor is 
it a Diminution of Greatnsfs of Spirit to have been in the 
wrong: Perfedion is not the Attribute of Man, there­
fore he is not degraded by the Acknowledgment of anlm- 
perfedion : But it is the Work of little Minds to imitate 
tiie Fortitude of great Spirits on worthy Occafions, by 
Obftinacy in the wrong. I  his Obflinacy prevails fo far 
upon them, that they make it extend to the Defence of 
Fault.-- in their very Servants. I t  would fwell this Paper 
to too great a length, Ihould I  infert all the Quarrels and 
Debates which are now on foot in this Town ; where 
one Party, and in fome Cafes both, is fenfible of being 
ori the faulty fide, and liave not Spirit enough to acknow­
ledge it. Among the Ladies die Cafe is very common, 
for there are v'ery few of them who know that it is 
to maintain a true and high Spirit, to throw away from 
it all w'hich it felf difapproves, and to fcorn fo pitiful a 
Shame, as that which difables the Heart from acquiring 
a Liberality of AfFedions and Sentiments. The candid 
Mind, by acknowledging and difearding its Faults, has 
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