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Queen and her Dominions, and the general SatisfaOion 
■ ̂ a ll her High and Mighty Allies. ^
May 2, ,1/12.

385. Thurfday, M ay 22.

■________ Jhefed peBora junSa fide. Ovid.

T Intend the Paper for this day as a loofe Effay upon T Triendlhip, in which I lhaU throw my Obfcrvations
Together without any fet Form, that I may avoid re- 

pcatiiic w'hat has been often faid on this Subjeft.
^ F R I  E N D S FI IP  ie a habitual Indina-Z  t  t L  pl/ons to pro Je d e  Good and H appinefsf 
one another. Tho’ the
Ihio have been largely celebrated, by the belt moral w ri
S r n „ d  . « c o . 4 « d b y  all . .  5“ '
human Happinefs, we very rarely meet With the Prattice
of this Virtue in the World. . . rar-iloo-ue

E V E R Y Man is ready to give m a long Catalogue 
of thofe Virtues and good Qualities he expedts to find in 
the Perfon of a Friend, but very few of us are careful to

‘ t ' ^ v  E i  V  S.0
/hip, which always is imperfed where either of thefe

* ^ A r o rS n e h a n d ,  we are foon a.Tiamed of loving
a Man Whom we cannot efteem: fo, pn the other, tho 
t e  are truly fenfible of a Man’s Abibues we can never
raife our fe lL  to the W armths o f Friendftip, witho
an affeaibnate.Good-will towards his Perfon.

F R I E N D S H I P  immediately banilhesEirvy un­
der all itlDlfguifes. A Man who can oncedoubu whether 
he fhould reiofce in his Friend’s being happier thanhim- 
felf, may depend upon it that he is an utter Stranger

t h e r e  is fomething in Friendiliip fo very great 
and Mble, that in thofe fidUtious Stones which arc inve^
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ted to the Honour of any particular Perfon, tlie Authors 
have thought it as neceffary to make tlieir Hero a Friend 
as a Lover. A chilles has his P atroclus, and jE n e a s  his 
A ch a tes . In the firft of tiiefe Inftances we may obferve, 
for the Reputation of the Subjedt I am treating of, that 
Greece was almoft ruin’d by the Hero’s Love, but was 
preferved by his Friendfliip.

T H E  Charafter of A cha tes fuggefts to us an Obferva- 
tion we may often make on the Intimacies of great Men, 
who frequently choofe their Companions rather for the 
Qualities of the Heart than thofe of tlie Head, and prefer 
Fidelity in an eafy inolFenfive complying Temper to thofe 
Endowments which make a much greater Figure among 
Mankind. I  do not remember that A ch a tes , who is re- 
prefented as the firft Favourite, either gives his Advice, 
or ftrikes a Blow, thro’ the whole jE n e id .

A Friendlhip which makes the leaft noife, is very 
often moft ufeful; for which reafon I  fliould prefer a 
prudent Friend to a zealous one.

A T T  I C U S ,  one of the bell Men of ancient R oute, 
was a very remarkable Inftance of what I  am here fpeak- 
ing. This extraordinary Perfon, amidftthe Civil Wars of 
his Country, when he faw the Defigns of all Parties 
equally tended to the Subvcrfion of Liberty, by con- 
ftantly preferving the Efteem and Affeftion of both the 
Competitors, found means to ferve his Friends on either 
fide ; and while he fent Money to young M a riu s , whofe 
Father was declared an Enemy, of the Commonwealth, 
he was himfelf one of S y lla 's chief Favourites, and al­
ways near that General.

D U R I N G  the War between C refar and Pompey, he 
ftill maintained the fame Conduft. After the Death of 
C refar he fent Mpney to B ru tu s  in his Troubles, and did a 
thoufand good Offices to A ntony's Wife and Friends 
when that Party feemed ruined. Laftly, even in that 
bloody War between A ntony and A ugujius, A ttic u s  ftill 
kept his place in both their Friendfhipsj infomuch that 
the fiift, fays Cornelius Nepos, whenever he was abfent 
from R om e in any part of the Empire, writ pundlually 
to him what he was doing, what he read, and whither 
he intended to go; anil the latter gave him conftantly an 
exact Account of all his Affairs.

A
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A Likenefs of Inclinations in every Particular is fo far 

from being rcquifite to'form a Benevolence in two Minds 
towards each other, as it is generally imagined, that I 
believe we lliall find fome of the firmeft Friendfhipstohave 
been contrafted between Perfons of different Humours ; 
the Mind being often pleafcd with thofe PerfciSlions wliich 
are new to it, and which it does not find among its own 
Accomplifhments. Eefides that a Man in fome mcafure 
fupplies his own Defefls, and fancies himfelf at fecond 
hand poffeffed of thofe good Qualities and Endowments, 
which are in the poiTeffion of him who in the Eye of the 
World is looked on as his other felf.

T H E  moft diflicult Province in Friendfhip is the let­
ting a Man fee his Faults and Errors, which ihould, if 
poiliblc, be fo contrived, that he may perceive our Advice 
is given him not fo much to pleafe our felves as for his 
own Advantage. The Reproaches therefore of a Friend 
fhould always be ftriillyjull, and not too frequent.

T H E  violent Defire of pleafing in the Perfon repro­
ved, may othenvife change into a Defpair of doing it, 
while he finds himfelf cenfur’d for Faults he is not confci-
ous of. A Mind that is foftened and humanized by Friend-' 
Ihip, cannot bear frequent Reproache.; either it mull
quite fink under the Oppreffion, or abate confiifei^bly of 
tlie Value and Efleemithad for him who beftows them.

T H E  proper Bufinefs of Friendlhip is to infpire Life 
and Courage; and a Soul thus fupported,outdoes it felf; 
whereas if it be unexpectedly deprived of thefe Succours, 
it droops and languilhes".

W E are in fome meafure more inaxcufable if we violate 
our Duties to a Friend, than to a Relation; fince the for­
mer arife from a voluntary Choice, the latter from a Ne- 
cellity to which we could not give our own Confent.

A S it has been faid on one fide, that a Man ought not 
to break with a faulty Friend, that he may not expofe tlie 
Weaknefs of his Choice; it will doubflefs hold much 
ftronger with refpeCt to a worthy one, that he may never 
be upbraided for having loft fo valuable a Tresfure which 
was once in lus poffeliion. X
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