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N® 386. Friday, May 23.

Cum Trijithus fevere, cum Rem 'tjjis jucunde, cum Senibus
gravitfr, cum 'Juventutc comiter uiivere. Tull.

H E Piece of Latin on the Heed of this Paper is

part ofa Charafter extremely vicious, but | have fet

down no more than may fall in with the Rales of
Juftice and Honour. cicero fpokc it of catiline, who, he
faid, lived with the Sad feverely, with the Chearful a-
greeably, with the Old gravely, with the Young pleafant-
ly ; he added, with the Wicked boldly, with the Wanton
lafcivioufly. The two laft Inftances of his Complaifance
| forbear to confider, having it in my 1 l.jughts rt preient
only to fpeak of obfegaioas I'ehaviour a" it fits upon a
Companion in Pieafure, net a Man of Deng;i and Intrigue.
To vary with every Humour in this manner, cannot be
agreeable, except it comes from a Man’sown Temper and
natural Complexion ; to do it out ofan Ambition to ex-
cel that way, is the moft fruitlcfs and unbecoming ProlH-
tuticn imaginrble. To puton an artful Part to obtain
no other End but an uiijull Praile from the Undifeerning,
is of all Endeavours the moil: defpicablc. A Man mult
be fuicerely pleafed to become Pieafure, or not to inter-
ruptthat of others : For this reafon it is a moll calamitous
CitcuiF.llance, that many People who want to be alone
or ihould be fo, will come into Converfation. It is cer-
tain, that all Men who are the Icall given to Reflexion,
arc icized with an Inclination that way ; when, perhaps,
they had rather be iaclinetl to Company; butindeed they
had better go home, and be tired with themfelves. than
force themfelves upon others to recover their Good-Hu-
mour. In all thisthe Cafes of communicating to a Friend
a fad Thought or Difliculty, in order to relieve a heavy
Heart, ftanas excepted; but wliat is here meant, is that a
Man ihould aUvays go with Inclination to the Turn of the
Company he is going into, or not pretend to be gf the
arty.
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Party. It iscertainly a very kippy Temper to be able to
live with all kinds of Difpofitions, becaufe itarguesaMind
that lies open to receive what is pleafing to others, and not
obllinatcly bent on any Particularity cf'its own.

T H I Sis it which makes me pleafed witli the Charac-
ter of my good Acquaintance Jcajlo. You meet him at the
Tables ana Converiations of the Wife, the Impertinent,
the Grave, the Frolick, and the Witty; and yet hisown
Charadler has nothing in it that can make him particularly
agreeable to any one heft of Men; but Acajio has natural
good Senfe, Good-nature and Diferetion, fo that every
Man enjoys himfelfin hiscompany; and tho’ Acafto con-
tributes nothing to the Entertainment, he never was at-a
Place where he was not welcome a fecond time.. With-
out thefe fubordinate good Qualities of Acajlo, a Man of
Wit and Learning would be painful to the Generality of
Mankind, indead of being pleafing. Witty Men arc apt
to imagine they are agreeable as fuch, and by that meant
grow the worft Corr.panions imaginable; they deride the
Abfent or rally the Prefent in a wrong m.nincr, notkuow-
ing that ir you pinch or tickle a Man till he is uncafy in
his Seat, or ungracefully difungiiiihed from the relt of
the Company, you equally hurt him.

| v/as going to fay, the true Art of being agreeable la
Company, (but there can be no fuch thing as Art in it)
is to appear well pleafed with thofe you arc engaged with,
and rather to feem well entertained, than to bring Enter-
tainment to others. A .Man thus difpofed is not indeed
what we ordinarily call a good Companion, but efien-
tially is fuch, and in all the Parts of liis Converfation has
fomething friendly in his Behaviour, which conciliates
Mens Minds more than the higheft Sallies of Wit or Starts
of Humour can poflibly do. The Feeblenefs of Age in a
Man of this Turn, has fomethmgwhich fliould be treated
with refpeft even ina Man no ctherwife venerable. The
F orwaninefs of Youth, when itprocecds from Alacrity and
not Infolence, hasalfo its Allowances. The Companion wlio
is formed for fuch by Nature, gives to every Charadler of
Life its due Regards, and isready to account for their Im-
perfedlions, and receive their Accomplilhments as if they
were hisown. It mull appear that you receive Law from,
and not give it to your Company, to make you agreeable.

e
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I | remember Tuuj, fpeaking, | think, of Anthony, fays,
]That tn eafacetiis erant, yu/t nulla arte tradi pojjunt:
He had a nuittt Mirth, nuhich could be acquired by no
Art, This Quality mull be of the Kind of which I am
now fpeaking; for all forts of Behaviour which depend
upon Obfervation and Knowledge of l.ife, is to be ac-
quired ; but that which no one can defcribe, and it ap-
parently the Adt of Nature, mull be every where preva-
lent, becaufc every thing it meets is a fit Occafion to
exert it; for he who follows Nature, can never be im-
proper or unfeafonable.

HOW unaccountable then mull their Behaviour be,
who, without any manner of Confideration of what.the
Company they have juft now entered are upon, give
themfelves the Air of a MelTenger, and make as diftindl
Relations of the Occurrences they laft met with, as if they
had been difpatched from thofe they talk to, to be punc-
tually exadl in a Report of thofe Circumllances; It is
unpardonable to thofe who are met to enjoy one another,
that a frcih Man fhall pop in, and give us only the lall
part of his own Life, and put a Hop to ours during tlie
Hillory. If fuch a Man comes from Cchange, whether
you will or not, you mull hear how the Stocks go ; and
tho” you are ever fo intently employed on a graver Sub-
jedl, a young Fellow of the other end of the Town will
take hisplace, and tell you, Mrs. Such-a-one ischarmingly
handfom, becaufe he juft now faw her. But | think |
need not dwell on this Subjedl, fince I have acknowledged
there can be no Rules made for excelling this way; and
Precepts of this kind fare like Rules for writing Poetry,
which, ’tis faid, may have prevented ill Poets, but never
made good ones. T

Saturday,





