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388. -Monday^ M ay  26.

- T i l t  res aiitiqute  L a u d is  U  A r t is
Ing red io ri f a n  Bos a u fus red u d ere  Fantes. Virg.

M r .  S p e c t a t o r ,

I T  is my Cuftom, when I read your Papers to read 
over the Quotations in tlic Authors from whence 
you take them : As you mention’d a Paflage lately 

out of the fecond Chapter of Solomon's Song, it occafion’d 
my looking into i t ; and upon reading it I thought the 
Ideas fo exquifitely foft and tender, that I could not help 
making this Paraphrafe of i t ; which, now it is done, I  
can as little forbear fending to you. Some Marks of
your Approbation, which 1 have already receiv’d, have 
given me fofenflble a Take of them, that I cannot’for­
bear endeavouring after them as often as I can with 
any Appearance of Succefs.

I  a m , S I R ,

Four moji obedient hum ble S e r v a n t .

The Second Chapter of Solomon's Song. 

I.

A S nsshen in  Sharon’r F ie ld  th e  b lu jh ing  R ofe  
Does its  d ia jie  Bofom to th e  M o rn  d ifdo fe , 
W h ilj i  a l l  a round  the Zephyrs bear  
T he f r a g r a n t  O dours thro ' th e  A i r :

O r  as th e  L ily  in  the  Jhady  V a le ,
D oes o'er each Flonsi'r ’w i th  beauteous P r id e  p r e v a i l .  
A n d  J ia n d s  w i t h  D e w s  a n d  kindejl Sun-Jhine b lejl. 
I n  f a i r  P re-em inence, fu p er io r  to the  r e f t:
So i f  my L o v e , w i t h  happy Influence, J h e d  
f i i s  Ey'cs b r ig h t Sun-Jhine on h is  L o v e r 's  H e a d ,
Thenjfloall the  R ofe ^Sharon’j F ield ,
And whiteft Lilies to my Beauties yield.

Then
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‘Then faireji Flo^' rs ’with Jiudhus Art combine, ~i
‘the Rofes ’with the Lilies join, C
And their united Charms are lefi than mine, 3

II .
As much as faireji Lilies can furpafs 

A  Lhorn in Beauty, or in Height the Grafs ;
So does sny Lo’ve among the Virgins Jhine,
Adorn'd ewith Graces more than half Divine ;
Or as a Tree, that, glorious to behold.
Is hung ’with Apples all of ruddy Gold,
Hefperian Fruit ?, and beautifully high.
Extends its Branches to the Sky;
So does my Love the Virgins Eyes invite: 3
'Tis he alone can fix  their ’wand'ring Sight, >
Among ten thoufand eminently bright. J

III.
Beneath his pleafing Shade ~i

My ’wearied Limbs at Eafe I  laid, >
And on his fragrant Boughs redid d  my Head. J
/  puird  the Golden Fruit ’with eager hafie;
S'weet ’was the Fruit, and pleafing to the Tafie:
With fparkling Wine he crovodd the. Bo’wl,
With gentle Ecfiafies he fill'd  my Soul: 
yoyous ’we fa t beneath the Jhady Grove,
And o'er my Head he hung the Banners o f his Love.

IV.
I  fa in t! I  die ! my labouring Brcaft 

Is ’W ith  the mighty Weight of Love opprejl;
/ feel the Fire pojfefs my Heart,
And Pain convey'd to every Part.
ThrS all my Vtins the Pajfion flies.

My feeble Soul forfakes its Place,
A  trembling Faintnefs feals my Eyes,

And Palenefs d’wells upon my Face;
Oh! let my Love ’with povj'rful Odours flay 
My fainting lovefick Soul, that dies a’way;
One Hand beneath me let him place.
With t'other prefs me in a chafie Embrace,

V.
I  charge you. Nymphs o f Sion, as you go 

Arm'd 'with the founding ^ i v e r  and the Bow,
M 2 ffTsi'/i
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W h ilf i  th ro ' th e  lonefome W oods yo u  ro v e .
You ne 'er d ijiu rb  m y Jleeping L o v e .

B e  only gen tle Zephyrs the're.
W i th  dovjny W in g s to f a n  th e  A i r  ;
L e t  fa c r e d  Silence d v ie l l  around ,
Yo keep o f f  each in tru d in g  S o u n d :

A n d  w h e n  th e  balm y S lum ber lea v es  h is  E yes, 
M a y  he to J< ys , u n kn o w n  ' t i l l  th en , a r ife .

V I.
B u t  fe e  ! he comes I  w i t h  w h a t  m a je fftck  G a te  

H e  o n w a r d  bears h is  lovely  S ta te  I  
H o w  thro ' th e  L a ttic e  he  appears.
W i th  fo fte jl  W ords d ijpels m y F e a r s ,
A r i fe ,  m y F a ir -O n e , a n d  receive  
A l l  th e  P lea fu res L o v e  can g iv e .
F or n o w  th e  fa l le n  W in te r 's  p a f .
H o more w c  f e a r  the  H o rth ern  B l a f ;
H o S torm s nor th red tn in g  C louds appear,

■ H o f a l l i n g  R a in s  deform  th e  Y e a r .
M y  L o v e  a d m its  o f  no delay,
A r i fe ,  m y F a ir ,  a n d  come a w a y .

VII.
A lre a d y , f e e !  th e  teem ing E a r th  

B r in g s  fo r th  the  F lo w 'r s ,  her beauteous B ir th .  
Y he D e w s ,  a n d  f i f t - d e fe n d in g  S h o w 'r s ,  
H u r fe  th e  n e w  born tender F lo w 'r s .
H a r k !  the  B ird s  melodious f tn g .
A n d  fw e e t ly  u jher in  the  Spring .
Clofe by h is F ellow  f i t s  the  D o v e ,
A n d  billing  w h ifp e rs  h er h is L o ve .
Ylre fp rea d in g  V ines w i t h  Bloffom s f w e l l ,  
D iffu ftn g  round a  g r a te fu l  Sm ell,
A r i f ,  niy F a ir -O n e , a n d  receive  
A l l  the  B leffm gs L o v e  can g i v e  :

■ For L o v e  a d m its  o f  no delay,
A r i f ,  my F a ir ,  a n d  come a w a y .

V III.
A s  to its  M a te  th e  confiant D o v e  

Flies thro ' the  C o v er t o f  th e  fp icy  G ro ve ,
So le t us h a fe n  to f m e  lonely Shade.
U ( r e  le t m e f a fe  in  thy  l o v 'd  A rm s  be la id .

W h ere
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