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Where no intruding hateful Noife
Shall damp the Sound o f thy melodious Voice',

IVhere 1  may gaze, and mark each beauteous Grace >
For fuieet thy Voice, and lovely is thy Face.

IX .
J s  a ll o f me, my Love, is thine.

Let all of thee be ever mine.
Among the Lilies vie viill play.
Fairer, my Love, thou art than they ;
TV// the purple Morn arife.
And balmy Sleep for fake thine Eyes;
TV'// the gladfome Beams of Day 
Bemove the Shades o f Plight aviay,

’Then vihen foft Sleep Jhall from thy Eyes depart.
Rife like the bounding Roe, or lujiy Hart,

Glad to behold the Light again 
From Bether’/  Mountains darting o'er the Flain. T
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• Meliora pii docuere parentes. Hor.

N o t h i n g  has more furprlzed the Learned in 
England, than the Price which a fmall Book, in- 
tided Spaccio della Bejiia triomfante, bore in a late 

Audion. This Book was fold for thirty Pound. As it 
was written by ons Jordanus Bruniis, a profefled Atheill, 
with a defign to depreciate Religion, every one was apt 
to fancy, from the extravagant Price it bore, that there 
muft be fomething in it very formidable.

I  muft confefs that happening to get a fight of one 
of them my felf, I could not forbear peruling it with 
this Appehenfion; but found there was fo very littie 
Danger in it, that I fhall venture to give my Readers a 
fair Account of the whole Plan upon which tliis wonder­
ful Treatife is built. . .

T H E  Author pretends that 7»/'V/^f0ttce upon a Time 
refolved on a Reformation of the Conllellations; for 
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Q.’JO S p E C T AT O R. N° 389,
which purpofe having fummoned the Stars together, he 
complains to them of the great Decay of the Worlhip of 
the Gods, which he thouglit fo much the harder, having 
called feveral of thofe Celeftial Bodies by the Names of 
the Heathen Deities,and by that means made the Heavens 
as it were a Book of the Pagan Theology. Momus tells 
him, that this is not to be wondered at, fmce there were 
fo many fcandalous Stories of the Deities; upon which the 
Author takes occafion to call Reflexions upon all other 
Religions, concluding, that Jupiter, after a full Hearing, 
difcarded the Deities out of Heaven, and called the Stars 
by the Names of the Moral Virtues.

T H I S  fliort Fable, which has no Pretence in it to 
Reafon or Argument, and but a very fmall Share of Wit, 
has however recommended it felf wholly by its Impiety, 
to thofe weak Men, who would diftinguifli themfelves by 
the Singularity of their Opinions.

T H E R E  are two Confiderations which have been of­
ten urged againft Atheifts, and which they never yet could 
get over. 1 he firft is, that the greateft and moll eminent 
Perfons of all Ages have been againft them, and always 
complied with the publick Forms of Worfhip eftablilhed. 
in their refpeflive Countries, when there was nothing 
in them either derogatory to the Honour of tlie fupreme 
Being, or prejudicial to the Good of Mankind.

T H E  Plata's and Cicero's among the Ancients; the 
Bacons, the Boyles, and the Lockes, among our own Coun­
trymen, are all Inftances of what 1 have been faying i  not 
to mention any of the Divines, however celebrated, fince 
our Adverfaries challenge all thofe, as Men who have too 
much Intereft in this Cafe to be impartial Evidences.

B U T  what has been often urged as a Confideration of 
much more Weight, is, not only the Opinion of the Better 
Sort, but the general Confent of Mankind to this great 
T ruth : which I think could not poflibly have come to 
pafs, but from one of the three following Reafons > either 
that the Idea of a God is innate and co-exiftent with the 
M ind it felf; or that this Truth isfo very obvious, that it 
s difeover’d by the firft Exertion of Reafon in Perfons of 
h e moll ordinary Capacities; or, laftly, that it has been 

delivered down to us thro’ all Ages by a Tradition from 
the firft Man.
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T H E  Atheifts are equally confounded, to which ever ,.

of thefe three Caufes weaffignitj they have been fo j j l
prefledby thislaft Argument from the general Confentof i ' I
Mankind, that after great fearch and pains they pretend 
to have found out a Nation of Atheifts, I mean that If,I
polite People the Hottentots. 1 [T

I dare not Ihock my Readers with a Defeription of P I
the Cuftoms and Manners of thefe Barbarians, who are 
in every refpeft fcarce one degree above Brutes, having 
no Language among them but a confufed Gabble, 
which is neither well underftood by themfelves or 
others.

I T  is not however to be imagin’d how much the A- 
theifts have gloried in thefe their good Friends and Allies.

I  F we boaft of a Socrates or a Seneca, they may now 
confront them with thefe great Philofophers the Hot­
tentots.

T  H O’ even this Point has, not without Reafon,bccn 
feveral times controverted, 1 fee no manner of harm it 
could do Religion, if we Ihould entirely give them up 
this elegant Part of Mankind. |'||
. M E T H I N K S  nothing more (hews the Weakneft lfc*l

of their Caufe, than that no Divifion of their Fellow- 
Creatures join with them, but thofe among whom they 
themfelves own Reafon is almoft defaced, and who have 
little elfe but their Shape, which can entitle tliem to 
any Place in the Species. „j,.|

B E S ID E S  thefe poor Creatures, there have now and .ih;
then been Inftances of a few crazed People in feveral  ̂ I
Nations, who have denied the Exiftence of a Deity.

T H E  Catalogue of thefe is however very fhort j even 
Vanini, themoft celebrated Champion for the Caufe, pro 
fefled before his J udges that he believed the Exiftence of 
a God, and taking up a Straw which lay before him on 
the Ground, alTured them, that alone was fufHcient to 
convince him of i t ; alledging feveral Arguments to 
prove that ’twas impoffible Nature alone could create 
any thing.

I was the other day reading an Account of Cajimir 
Li/zynski, a Gentleman of Poland, who was convifted 
and executed for this Crime. The manner of his Punifti- 
ment was very particular. Asfoon as his Body was burnt,
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his Afties were put into a Cannon, and fliot into the Ai^ 
towards Tartary.

I  am apt to believe, that if  fomething like this Me­
thod of Punilhment ihould prevail in England, fuch is 
the natural good Senfe of the Nation, that whether 
we rammed an Atheift whole into a great Gun, or pul­
veriz’d oiir Infidels, as they do in Poland, we Ihould 
not have many Charges.

I  Ihould, however, propofe, while our Ammunition 
lafted, that inflead of Tartary, we ihould always keep 
two or three Cannons ready pointed towards the Cape 
of Good-Hope, in order to Ihoot our Unbelievers into 
the Country of the Hottentots.

I N  my Opinion, a folemn judicial Death is too great 
an Honour for an Atheift, tho’ I  muft allow the Method 
of exploding him, as it is pradifed in this ludicrous kind 
o f Martyrdom, has fomething in it proper enough to the 
Nature of his Offence.

T H E R E  is indeed a great Objedion againft this 
maimer of treating them. Zeal for Religion is of fo adive 
a  Nature, that it feldom knows where to reft; for which 
reafon I  am afraid, after having difcharged our Atheifts, 
we might poflibly think of Ihootingoff ourSedaries; and, 
as one does not forefee the Viciflitude of human Affairs, it 
might one time or other come to a Man’s own turn to fly 
out of the Mouth of a Demi-culverin.

I  F any of my Readers imagine that I  have treated 
thefe Gentlemen in too ludicrous a manner, I  muft con- 
fefs, for my own part, I think reafoning againft fuch 
Unbelievers upon a Point that Ihocks the common Senfe 
of Mankind, is doing them too great an honour, giving 
them a Figure in the Eye of the World, and making 
People fancy that they have more in them than they 
really have.

A S for thofe Perfons who have any Scheme of Re­
ligious Worfliip, I am for treating fuch with the utmoft 
Tendernefs, and ihould endeavour to fhew them their Er­
rors with the grcateft Temper and Humanity : but as 
thefe Mifcreants are for throwing down Religion in gene­
ral, for ftripping Mankind of what themfelves own is of 
excellent ufe in all great Societies, without once offering 
to eftabliih any thing in the room of i t ; I  think the bell
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