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way of dealing with them, is to retort their own Wea­
pons upon them, which are thofe of Scornand Mockery.

N® 390. Wednefday, M ay  28.

Non pudenda fed non faciendo id quod non decet impuden- 
tiee nomen effugere dehemus. Tull.

M a n y  are the Epiftles I receive from Ladies ex­
tremely afilifted that they lie under the Obfervati- 
on of fcandalous People, who love to defeme their 

Neighbours, and make the unjufteft Interpretation of in­
nocent and indifierent Aftions. They defcribe their own 
Behaviour fo unhappily, that there indeed lies fome Caufe 
of Sufpicion upon them. It is certain, that there is no 
Authority for Perfons who have notJiing elfe to do, to pafs 
av/ay. Hours of Converfation upon the Mifcarriages of 
other People; but fince they will do fo, they who value 
their Reputation ihould be cautious of Appearances to their 
difedvantage. Butvery often our young Women, as well 
as the middle-aged and the gay Part of thofe growing old, 
without entering into a formal League for thatpurpole, to 
a Woman agree upon a Ihort Way to preferve their Cha- 
rafters, and go on in a Way that at bell is only not vi­
cious. The Method is, when an ill-natur’dor talkative Girl 
has faid any thing that bears hard upon fome part of ano­
ther’s Carriage, this Creature, if not in any of their little 
Cabals, is run down for the molt cenforious dangerous Bo­
dy in the World. Thus they guard their Reputation rather 
than their Modefty; as if Guilt lay in being under the 
Imputation of a Fault, and not in a Commiffion of k. 
Orbkilla is the kindeft poor Thing in the Town, but the 
moll blufliing'Creature living: It is true, Ihe has not loll 
the Senfe ol Shame, but Ihe has loll the Senfe of Inno­
cence. If llie had more Confidence, and never did any 
thing which ought to llain her Cheeks, would Ihe not be 
much more modeft without that ambiguous SufFufiori, 
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which is the Livery both of Guilt and Innocence? Mo- 
delly coiiftfts in being confcious of no 111, and not in be­
ing alhamed of having done it. When People go upon 
any other Foundation than the Truth of their own Hearts 
for the Condudt of their Adlions, it lies in the Power of 
fcandalous Tongues to carry the World before them, and 
make the reft of Mankind fall in with the 111, for fear of 
Reproach. On the other hand, to do what you oughr, 
is the ready way to make Calumny either filent or inef- 
fedtually malicious. Spencer, in his Fairy ^ e e n ,  fays 
admirably to young Ladies under the Diftrefs of being 
defamed;

*Ihe beji, /aid he, that I  can you adniife.
Is to anioid th' Occajion oj the 111;

Tor <when the Caufe, nuhence E<vil doth ari/Cf 
Removed is, th' Effedl furceafeth fiill- 

Ahjiain from Pleafure, and refrain your Will,
Subdue Defire, and bridle loofe Delight: 

life fianted Diet, and forbear your Fill',
Shun Secrecy, and talk in open fight :

Sofijall you foon repair your prefent evil Plight.

Infteadof this Care over their Words and Aftions, re­
commended by a Poet in old Queen Befs'sDxys, the mo­
dern Way is to do and fay what you pleafe, and yet be 
tlaG prettiefi fort of Woman in the World. I f  Fathers and 
Brothers will defend a Lady’s Honour, (he is quite as fafe 
as in her own Innocence. Many of the DiftrelTed, who 
fuffer under the Malice of evil 'I’ongues, are fo harmlefs 
that they are every Day they live aflcep ’till twelve at 
iNoon; concern themfelves with nothing but their own 
Perfons ’till Two; take their neceffary Food between that 
time and Four ; vilit, go to the Play, and fit up at Cards 
’till towards the enfuing Morn : and the malicious World 
(hall draw Conclufions from innocent Glances,fliort Whif- 
pers, or pretty familiar Ralleries with fafhionable Men, 
that thefe Fair ones are not as rigid as Vcftals. Itis  cer­
tain, fay thefe goodeft Creatures very well, that Virtue does 
not confift in conftrain’d Behaviour and wry Faces, that 
mull be allow’d ; but tliere is a Decency in the Afpedland 
Manner of Ladies contrailed from a Habit of Virtue,
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Ayuntamiento de Madrid



N » S 90 - S  p  e  c  t  a  T  O R. 2 7 5

and from general Reflexions that regard a modeft Con- 
du^, all which may be underftood, tho’ they cannot be 
defcribed. A young Woman of this fort claims an Ef- 
teem mixed with AlFeftion and Honour, and meets with 
no Defamation; or if ihe does, the wild Malice is over­
come with an undiflurbed Perfeverance in her Inno­
cence. To fpeak freely, there are fuch Coveys of Co­
quettes about this Town, that if the Peace were not kept 
by fome impertinent Tongues of their own Sex, which 
keep them under fome Reftraint, we fliould liave no 
manner of Engagement upon them to keep them in any 
tolerable Order.

A S  I am a Sp e c t a t o r , and behold how plainly 
one Part of Womankind balance the Behaviour of the 
other, whatever I  may think of Tale-bearers or Slander­
ers, I  cannot wholly fupprefs them, no more than a Ge­
neral would difeourage Spies. The Enemy would eafily 
furprife him whom they knew had no Intelligence of 
their Motions. I t  is fo far otherwife with me, that I  
acknowledge I  permit a She-Slanderer or two in every 
Quarter of the Town, to live in the Charaaers of Co­
quettes, and take all the innocent Freedoms of the reft, in 
order to fend me Information of the Behaviour of their 
refpcaive Sifterhoods.

B U T  as the Matter of Refpea to the World, which 
looks on, is carried on, methinlcs it is fo very eafy to be 
what is in the general called virtuous, that it need nor 
coll one Hour’s Reflexion in a Month to preferve that 
Appellation. I t  is pleafant to hear the pretty Rogues 
talk of Virtue and Vice among each other ; She is the 
lazieft Creature in the World, but I  mull confefs llriaiy 
virtuous: Thepeevifhell Huffy breathing, but as to her 
Virtue fhe is without Blemifh: She has not the leafb 
Charity for any of her Acquaintance, but I  niuft allow 
rigidly Virtuous. As the unthinking Part of the Male 
World call every Man a Man of Honour who is not a 
Coward; fo the Crowd of the other Sex terms every 
Woman who will not be a Wench Virtuous. 'i '
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