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- Non tu prece pofcis emaci.

nift feduSlis nequeas committere Divis:
At hona pars procerum tacitd libabit acerrd.
Haud aiiojis promptutn eft, murmurque humiUfque fufurros
*[olkre de Templis; fsf aperto evi-vere evoto.
Mens bona, fama, Jides, hac dare, & ut audiat hofpes.
Ilia Jsbi introrfum, id fub lingua immurmurat: O fi
Ebullitpatrui praclarum funus 1l Et O fi
Sub raftro crepet argenti mihi feria dextro
Jiercule! pupillumnse utinam, gncm proximus hares
Jmpello, expungam! u Perf.

HERE Homer reprefents Phcetiix, the Tutor of

W Achilles, as perfuading his PuPiI to lay afide his
Refentments, and give himfelfup to the Intrea-

ties of his Countrymen, the Poet, in order to make Jiim
fpeak in Charafter, afcribes to him a h full of thofe
Fables and Allegorieswhichold Men take Delight in rela-
ting, and which are very proper for Inftrudion. The
Gods, fays he, fuffer themfebves to be preuiailed upon by
Jntreaties. When Mortals haw offended them by their
Nranfgrejfions, they appeafe them by Vrws and Sacrifices.
You muft know, Achilles,that PRATE RS are the Daugh-
ters of Yhey are crippledbyfrequent Kneeling, have
their Facesfull of Cares and Wrinkles, and their Eyes al-
ways cafi towards Heanjen. fhey are confiant Atten-
dants on the Goddefs AT E, andmarch behind her. This
Goddefs walks forward with a bold and haughty Air,
and beingwry light offoot, runs thro' the whole Earth,
grieving and afjliBing the Sons of Men. She gets theftart
of PRAY F.RS, who always follow her, in order to heal
thofe Perfons whom Jhe wounds. lie who honours theft
Daughters of Jupiter, -when they draw near to him, re-
ceives <Ireat Benefitfrom them; but asfor him who r%jeBs
“ them.
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thnn, they intreat their Father to giw hie Orders to the
Goddefs A TR to fsmijh him for his Hardnefs of Heart.
This noble Allegory needs but IUtle Explanation ; for
whether the Goddels ATE fignifies Injury, as fomc
have explained it; or Guilt in general, as others ; or
divine Juftice. as 1 am the more apt to think, the Inter-
pretation is obvious enough.

I Ihall produce another Heathen Fable relating to Pray-
ers, which is ofa more diverting kind. One would think
by fome Paffages in it, that it was compofed by Lucian,
or at leaft by Ibme Author who has endeavour’d to imi-
tate his Way of Writing; but as Differtations of this Na-
tuie are more curious than ufeful, 1 lhall give my Reader
the Fable, without any further Inquiries after the Author.

MENIPPUS thePhilofopher nuas afecond time taken
up into Hea'ven by Jupiter, nuhenfor his Entertainment he
lifted up a Trap-Door that nvas placed by his Footfool. At
its rifng, there iffued through itfuch a Din of Cries as afto~
nijked the Philojopher.  Upon his asking nsjhat they meant,
Jupiter told hisn they assere the Prayers that ‘were fent up
to himfrosn the Earth. Menippus, amidft the Confujion
of Voices, ‘which ‘wasft great, that nothing lefs than the
Ear of Jove could diflinguijh them, heard the Words,
Riches, Honour, and Long. Life repeated tofe veral diffe-
rent Tones and Languages. When the firft Hubbub of
Sounds ‘wasoater, the Trap-Door being left open, the Voices
came up more feparate and difinS. Thefrft Prayer ‘was
a Very odd one, it camefrom Athens, and defred Jupiter
to increafe the Wifdom and the Beard of his humble Sup-
plicant. Menippus knfw it by the Voice to be the Prayer
of his Friend Licander the Philofopher. This Wwas fuc-
ceeded by the Petition of one wWho had juft laden a Skip,
andpromifed Jupiter, if be took care ofit, and returned
it home again full ofRiches, he would make him an Of-
fering ofa Sil-ver Cup. Jupiter thanked himfor nothing-,
and bending down his Ear more attcnti’vely than ordinary,
heard a Voice complaining to him of the Cruelty of an
Ephefian Widonv, and begging him to breed Compaftion in
her Heart : This, fays Jupiter, is a ery honeft Fella-w. /
harue received agreat deal of Incenfe from him; | Wwilt
not befo cruel to him as notto hear his Prayers. He was
then interrupted rwith a swhole Volley of Vrws, Which were

made
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madefor te_Health ofa tyrankal Prince by his SubjeSs
Mihopray'd for him in his Prefence. Menippus ns;asfur-
prifed, after having liftncd to Prayers offered up viith fs
much Ardour and Devotion, to hear lovj Whifpers from
thefame Affembly, txpoflulating veith Jove for fuffering
fuch a Tyrant to live, and askisig him hovj his Thunder
could lie idle ? Jupiter visasfo offended at thefe prevaricat-
ing Rdfcals, that he took down the firjl Vows, and puffed
away the lafl. The Philofopherfeeing a great Cloud mount-
ing upwards, and making its way direSly to the Trap-
Door, inquir'd of Jupiter what it meant. This, fays Jupi-
ter, is the Smoke ofa whole Hecatomb that is offered me by
the General of an Army, who is very importunate with
me to let him cut off an hundred thoufand Men that are
drawn up in Array againfl him : What does the impudent
Wretch think | fee in him, to believe that 1 will snake a
Sacrifice offo many Mortals as good as himfelf and all
this to his Glory, forfooth ? But hark, fays Jupiter, there,
is a Voice | never heard but in tisne of dasiger : 'tis a
Rogue that isfhipwreePd its the lonian Sea : Ifav d him
ona Plank but three Days ago, upon his Promife to mend
his Manners, the Scoundrel is not worth a Groat, andyet
has the hnpudence to offer me a Tesnple if 1 will keep him
from Jisikisig--------- Butyonder, fays he, is afpedal Youth
foryou, he defines me to take his Father, who keeps a great
Efiate from hisn, out of the Miferies of hutnan Life. The
old Fellow Jhall live till he makes his Heart ake, | cast
tell him thatfor his pains.  This was followed by the foft
Voice ofa pious Lady, dffiring Jupiter that fhe might ap-
pear amiable and charming in the Sight of her Emperor.
As the Plilofopher was refieSling on this extraordinary
Petition, there blew a gentle Wind thro' the Trap-Door,
which he atfirfi mijiook for a Gale *Zephyrs, but after-
wardsfound it to be a Breeze of Sighs : They fmeltJirong
of Flowers and Incenfe, aud were fucceeded by moji paf-
Jionate Complaints of Wounds and Torments, Firesand Ar-
rows, Cruelty, Defpair and Death. Menippus fancied
thatfuch lamentable Cries arofefrosnfame general Execu-
tion, orfrom Wretches lying under theTorture’, Jupiter
told him that they came up to him frosn the Ife of Pa-
phos, and that he every Day received Complaints of the
fame nature from that whimfical Tribe of Mortals who-
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are called Lovers. | amfo trifled ‘with, fays he, ly this
Generation of both Sexes, andfind itfo itnpojfible to pleafe
them, ‘whether 1 grant or refiife their Petitions, that I
Jhall order a Weflern Windfor thefuture to intercept them
in their Pajfage, andblovjthem at random upon the Earth,
ne laft Petition | heard wasfrom a very aged Man of
near an hundred Years aid, begging but for one Tear more
of Life, and then promifing to die contented. ~Phis is the
rarefi old Fellowu | fays Jupiter. He has made this Prayer
to me for above fwenty Tears together. When he *was
butfifty Years old, he defired only that he might live to
fee his Sonfettled in the World, 1grantedit. He then
begged the Jame Favourfor his Daughter, and afterwards
that he might fee the Education of a Grandfon: When all
this ‘was brought about he puts up a Petition that he
might live tofinifh a Houfe he *was building. InJhort, he
is an unreafonable old Cur, and never ‘wants an Excufe i
I ‘will hear no more ofhim.  Upon ‘which, heflung down
the Prap-Door in a Paffion, and was refolved togive no
more Audiences that Day.
NOTWITHSTANDING the Levity of this
Fable, the Moral of it very well deferves our Attention,
and is the fame with that which has been inculcated by
Socrates and Plato, not to mention Juvenal and Perfius,.
who have each of them made the lineft Satire in their
whole Works upon this Subjedl. The Vanity of Mens
Wilhes, which are the natural Prayers of the Mind, as
well as many of thofe fecret Devotions which they offer
to the Supreme Being, are fufficiently expofed by it. A-
mong other Reafons for fet Forms of Prayer, | have of-
ten tnought it a very good one, that by this means the
Folly and Extravagance of MensDefires may be kept with-
in due Bounds, and not break out in abfurd and ridiculous
Petitions on fo great and folcmn an Occafion. |
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