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N® 392. Friday, May 30.

Per Ambages &’ Mimjleria Deorum
PreecipUandus eft liber Spiriius.

Pet.

To /MSPECTATOR.

The Transformation of Fidello into d Looking-Glafs.

entertained the Company with a Relation of a Co-
quette in the Neighbourhood, who had been dilcover-
ed pradlifingbefore her Glafs. To turn the Dilcourfe,
which from being witty grew to be malicious, the Ma-
~tron of the Family took occafion, from the Subjeft, to
" wifh that there were to be found amongft Men .uch laith-
* ful Monitors to drefs the Mind by, as we confclt to
* adorn the Body. She added, that if a fmCere Frien™d
" were miraculoufly changed into a Looking-Glafs, fte
m(hould notbe afhamed toask its Advice very often. This
whimfical Thought worked fo much upon my Fancy the

" whole Evening, that it produced a very odd Dream.

‘* METHOUGHT, that as | hood before my

Glafs, the Image of a Youth, of an open ingenious
* Afpeft, appeared in it; who with a fmail Ihnll Voice
' fpoke in the following manner.

“ THE Looking-Glafs, youfee,was heretofore aMan,
“even | the unfortunate Fidetia. | had two Brothers,
" whofe Deformity in Shape was made out by the Clear-
~nefs of their Underftanding; 1t muft be owned how-

ever, tliat g{as it generally happens) they had each a Per-

verfenefs of Humour fuitable to their Diftortion of Body.
" The eldeft, whofe Belly funk in monftroufly, was a great

Coward ; and tho’ his fplenetick contrafled Temper

made him take fire immediately, he made Objeas that

befet him appear greater than they were. The feeond,
whofe Break fwelled into a bold Relievo, on tbetrgel,:g-

I Was lately at a Tea-Table, where feme young Ladies
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trary, took great Plcafure in leffening every thing, and
was perfefHy the Reverfe of his Brother. Thefe Odd-
neffes pleafed Company once or twice, but difgufted
when often fecn ; for which reafon the young Gentle-
men were fent from Court to ftudy Mathematicks at
the Univerlity.
‘1 need not acquaint you, that I was very well
made, and reckoned a bright polite Gentleman. | was
the Confident and Darling of all the Fair; and if the
Old and Ugly fpoke ill of me, all the World knew it
was becaufel fcorned to flatter them. No Ball, no Af-
femhly \XBSattended till 1 had been confulted. Flavia
coloured her Hair before me, Cr/ralhew’d me her Teeth,
Paitheaht&veA her Bofom. Chora brandiflicd her Dia-
monds ; | have feen Clot% Foot, and tied artificially
the Garters of Rhodope.
‘T IS a general Maxim, that thofe who doat upon
themfelves, can have no violent Affedlion for another:
But on the contrary, | found that the Womens Paffion
for me rofe in proportion to the Love they bore to them-
felves. This was verify’d in my Amour with Narciffa,
who was fo conftant to me, that it was p.leafantly laid,
had 1 been little enough, flie would have hung me at
her Girdle. The moft dangerous Rival | had, was a
gay empty Fellow, who by the Strength of a long Inter-
courfe with Narciffa, joined to his natural Endowments,
had formed himfelf into a perfeft Refemblance with her.
| had been difcarded, had Ihe notobferved that he fre-
quently asked my Opinion about Matters of the laft
Confequence : This made me ftill more confiderable in
mher Eye.
T H O’ I was eternally careflTed by the Ladies, fuch
was their Opinion of my Honour, that | was never en-
vy’d by the Men. A jealous Lover of Narcifa one day
thought he had caught her in an Amorous Converfation ;
for tho’ he was at iuch a diftance that he could hear no-
thing, he imagined llrange things from her Airs and Ge-
ftures. Sometimes with a ferene Look (he ftepped back
“in a liftning Pofture, and brightened into an innocent
Smile. Quickly after (lie fwelled into an Air of Ma-
' jtlly and Difdain, then kept her Eyes half Ihut after a
" languilhing manner, then covered her Blufties with her
‘ Hand,
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Hand, breathed a Sigh, and feem’d ready to fink down-

In ruihcd the furious Lover; but how great was his Sur-

prife to fee no one there but the innocent Fidelia-, with

his Back againft the Wall betwixt two Windows J N&
“ IT were endlefs to recount all my Adventures. Let

me haftcn to that which coft me my Life, and Naniffce

her Happinefs.

* SHE had the misfortune to have the Small-Pox, upon

which | was exprefly forbid her Sight, it being appre-

hended that it would increafe her Diftcmper, and that |

fliould infallibly catch it at the firft Look. As foon aa

lhc was fuffered to leave her Bed, fnc ilole out of her ]
Chamber, and found ineallalone inan adjoining Apart- Frit
ment. She ran with Tranfport to her Darling, and

without Mixture of Fear, left | fliould diflike her. But |
oh me! what was her Fury when (he heard me fay, |

was afraid and lhock’d at fo loathfom a Spedlacle. She

ftepped back, fwoljen with Rage, to fee if I had the S
Infolence to repeat it. 1did, with this Addition, that her i
ill-timed Paflion had increafed her Uglinefs. Enraged, V
inflamed, diftrafted, (he fnatched a Bodkin, and with all tl
her Force (tabbed me to the Heart. Dying, 1 pieferv’d al
my Sincerity, and exprefled the Trutli, tho” in broken P
Words; and by reproachful Grimaces to the laft 1 mi- C

" mick’d the Deformity of ray Murderefs. tl
* CUPID, who always attends the Fair, and pity’d F

' the Fate of fo ufeful a Servant as | was, obtained of the S
* Dejlinies, that my Body (hould be made incorruptible, tl
" and retain the Qualities my Mind had poffelfed. 1 im- a
* mediately loftthe Figure of a Man, and became fmooth, F
' poliflied, and .bright, and to this day am the iirft Fa- r
vourice of the Ladies. 1
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