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GENERAL ADVERTISEMENT.

h e Editor of the Tatler, Spectator, and
I Guardian, claims no other merit than that

of introducing them to the publick in this complete

feries. Neither the plan, nor much of the execu-
tion of it, is his own.

It is now nearly thirty years fince the outlines of
the undertaking were fketched, in conjunftiop with
the late Mr. T onson, by a Writer of diftinguiflied
tafte and talents j who was prevented from purfuing
it by avocations of a more important nature. It
has been confiderably altered, and carried much
farther than was at firft intended; but all the in-
formation which was obtained bv the active zeal,
and well-direded enquiries, which that Gentleman
made among men of the firft eminence in the
world of letters, though fometimes ruperfeded on
indubitable authorities, has been faithfully preferved,
and is diftinguiUied by the fignature P in the accu-
mulated colieeftion which the reader has now be-
fore him.

Of the Original Papers it may be fufficient to fay,
in the emphatic words of Johnson, that they
“ comprize precepts of criticifm. Talliesof invention,
“ deferiptionsof life, and lectures of morality; they
employ wit in the caufe of truth, and make ele-
gance fubfervient to piety; they have now for
more than half a century fupplied the Englifh na-
tion, in a great meafure, with principles of fpe-
culation, and rules of practice, and given their
authors a claim to be mentioned amongft the bene-
“ factors of mankind.

VoL. I. a «To
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1 GENERAL ADVERTISEMENT.

“ To teach the minuter decencies and inrerior
duties, to regulate the practice of daily conver-
lation, to conea thofe depravities which are ra-
ther ridiculous than criminal, and remove thofe
grievances, which, if they produce no lafting ca-
lamities, imprefs hourly vexation, was firft ac-
* tempted in Italy by Casa, in his ~“Book of Man-
“ ners,” and Castiglione In his *Courtier,” two

books yet celebrated in Italy for purity and ele-
ft gance.

“ This fpecles of inftrudion was continued, and
@ perhaps advanced, by the French i among whom
< La Bruyere’s ‘ Manners of the Age,” though
It written without connection, deferves great praife.
Before the T atler and Spectator, if the writers
for the Theatre are excepted, England had no
mafters of common life. No writers had yet un-
dertaken to reform either the favagenefs of ne-
gleCt, or the impertinence of civility; to teach
when to fpeak, or to be filent j how to refufe, or
how to comply. We wanted not books to teach
us more important duties, and to fettle opinions
in philofophy or polidcs; but an arbiter elegan-
tiarum, a judge of propriety, was yet wanting,
who fhouldfurvey the track of daily converiation,
and free it from thorns and prickles, which teaze
the pafler, though they do not wound him. For
« this purpofe nothing is fo proper as the frequent

publication of ftiort papers, which we read not as
* ftudy but amufement. If the fubjeCl be Bight,
“ the treatife likewife is fliort. The bufy may find

time, and the idle may find patience.

“ It is faid by A ddison, in a fubfequent work,

that they had a perceptible ir>fluence upon the con-
« verfation of that time, and taught the frolic and
“ gay to unite merriment with decencyj an effeCt
« which they can never wholly lofe, while they con-

“ tinue
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GENERAL ADVERTISEMENT. i

QA tinue to be among the firft: books by which both
fexes are initiated in the elegancies of knowledge.
The T atler and Spectator reduced, like

C asa, the unfetrled praflice of daily intercourfe
=to propriety and politenefs; and, like L a Bru-

YERE, exhibited the ‘ Charadlers and Manners of
“ the Age.’

“ But to fay that they united the plans of two or
three eminent writers, is to give them but afmaU
part of their due praifc} they fuperadded licera-
ture and criticifrn, and fometimes towered far a-
bove their ptedecelTors, and taught, with great
Cjuftnefs of argument and dignity of language, the
< moft important duties and fublime truths.

All thefe topics are happily varied with elegant
“ fiiflions and refined allegories, and illuminated
with different changes of ftyle, and felicities of in-
vention
This edition of thefe valuable Papers is formed
from an accurate collation of the original folio's
with Steele’s 0Sfavo'sj not without attention to
what was faulty either in orthography or pundua-
tion. This may feem a trifling labouri but the
ncgled of it is the fourcc of much of the obfeu-
rity and confufion which is found in bad editions
of good authors.

Tranflations are annexed to all the mottoes, and
fome of them are tranflated anew; it having now
and then been found ncceffary to adapt them more
peculiarly to the fubjefts of the Papers to which they
were prefixed, the whole”™application depending up-
on fome nice turn of the original phrafe, which
does not hold even in the beft of the received ver-
fions. On this head there is ftill room for improve-
ment; and the ingenious are requefted to amufe
thcmfelves in lending their affiftanGe.

e Johnson’s “ Life of Addison,” pajim.
32 “ The
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v GENERAL ADVERTISEMENT.

c The Perfonages introtUicecl in thefe Papers,
were nor merelyldeal; they were then known, and
conipicuoiis in various ftacions. Of theXATLER,
“ this IStold by Steele in his lafl: Paper. Of thefe
* portraits, which may be fuppofed to befometimes
embeUiflied, and fometimes aggravated, the ori-
ginals are partly known, and partly forgotten*.
Concerning them, there4s much certain inform-
ation, and there are many conjectures, not veiy
improbable, in the courfe of this work. If in
j'ome inftances of the moft flagrant delinquents,
their names, though pretty well known, have not
yet been communicated to thepublick; the reaions
for concealment arc eafily conceivable, and iuffi-
ciently forcible to conftrain, and to juflify filence.
In all cafes where the writers could be afeertained,
their names are mentioned, and memoirs of them
are now in preparation, which will be pubhlhed in
a feparate work, with-hcld hitherto, in hopes of
their being benefited," and enlarged, by expeCled
communications from aged and literary people,
who are requefted to give notice of any thing in-
ftruftive, or entertaining, relative to thefe writers,
or writings, through the channel of the Gentle-
man's M agazine, Oor rather by letters dircaed to
J. Nichols, Red-Lion-paffage, Fleet-ftrcet.
Confidering that there are no fignatures in the
T atler to fertain the writers, and that their
names were chiefly to be learnt from information,
or a minute attention to little circumftances in the
Papers [hemfilves; the intelligence in this kind
Is rather more ample than there was any jnfl; reafon
to expea. Meanwhile, the line that divides conjec-
ture from cci tainty has feldom, if ever, been tranf-
grefled; and in every doubtful cafe, the Paper is
aferibed to eele, the only oftenfible author.

*
\koHNsoN, ut futra.

This



GENERAL ADVERTISEMENT. Vv

This rule has been obferved even in indances
where there is more than ground to fiifpeft that
Steele was not the writer; but this may be cafily
reflified, as future information, or fortunate dif-
covery, fhall have made, what is but conjedural
now, more certain hereaficr.

There is a debt upon this work, far from incon-
fiderable, which Ihall be faithfully difcharged, though
kept at prefent an accompt current, till the pcrmif-
fion of the creditors can be obtained to ftate it
more particularly. It is hoped, however, and re-
quefted, that the intelligent will (till fend theircom-
munications, and benefactors continue their favours,
till this matter comes to be finally adjufted with re-
gular propriety. Even at this early period, it can-
not be much amifs, to acknowledge with thankful-
nefs, that the work is under great obligations to a
late very learned and much refpe”ed Prelate, who
was himfclf, latterly, no inferior writer, in the Spec-
tator and Guardian. |lis very valuable com-
munications, fufficiently diftinguithable ot tliem-
felves by fuperiority in point of importance, needed
not to have been marked, as they all are, by fuit-
able modes of expreffion in their imrodudions, that
fufficiently appropriate them to their worthy autlior.

For fimilar realbns, the precaution, it may be, was
greatly unnecefiarv, to point out. as has always been
done, the»favours of other contributors by particu-
lar fignatiires, which the Editor, with permifiion of
parties, or when it is underftood that it would not
give offence, will with pleafure embrace, or contrive
a convenient way of explaining to the publick.

After all the exceptions, that go, it may be, to
the beft, though not the greatefl: part of this work;
fetting afide too the notes which arc mere quota-
tions, refted on their own authorities, in which there

a3 IS



vi . GENERAL ADVERTISEMENT.

IS no more to anfwerfor but their pertinence; there
Hill remains a mifccllaneous afTemblage of infor-
mation, more curious than important, for which
the Annotator, and fometimes the Editor, are re-
fponlible. If, now and then, their pens have acci-
dentally run riot, they truft that they have not yet
been guilty of any fin, fo deadly, or fo un-venial,
but that they may be forgiven. In the mean time,,
they claim much lenity on the fcorc of intention,
and think thcmfelves entitled to confiderable in-
dulgence, from the novelty, the nature, and the
name of their book.

Very many of the explanatory illuftrations ought
to be exempted from the rigorous examination of
the learned, becanfe they wcic folely written for the
fake of the mleanied; one of the principal objects
being to render the whole Work as Intelligible, ufe-
ful, and entertaining as pofiable, to the Youth of both
fexes, under the idea of its being one of thofe very
iImportant books, by which they are * initiated in
“ the elegancies of knowledge.*’

Thefe admirable Eflays, at their firfl: publication,
generally clear, might be in Icfs need of comment;
but, as they frequently allude to fadts which are no
longer known, and reprove follies which no longer
exiit, notes become now indifpenfably necelTary.
This part of the work has been the more difficult
to execute, bccaufe the paflages chat mofl require ex-
planation, contain alUifions to popular fafhions,
modes, and follies, feldom recorded in common
books, nor very minutely in fuch as are uncommon,
being chiefly to be learnt from perfonal information.
To obtain this, neither trouble nor expence has been
fpared j nor will they be with-held, or regretted, if
this edition fnould be fo fortunate as to meet with the
approbation of the publick, and become the means

1 of
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gf enticing people to a better acquaintance with ufe-
ful Papers® which for fome time back, have been
perhaps, more generally bought, than read.

The news, and periodical papers, in the courfe of
the origirjal publications, form the capital I'ource of
information, containing nearly the only intelligence
that can no\V be obtained, of the topics of converfa-
lion at the time when thefe Papers were written,
and of little incidents alluded to in them, which
hiftorians have thought it below their dignity tore-
cord. Inthe cou.Tc of examining fuch of thefe Pa-
pers as could be procured, many things occurred, not
immediately relative to the fubjecls of the L ucu-
brations, which had an evident tendency to illuf-
trare the hiftory of arcs, manufa£tures, fcience, &c.
in and about this period. The Annotator has
filled up every blank fpace and corner that would
otherwife have been left vacant, with fuch curious
notices and advertifements} truftingfor his apology,
to the general entertainment and utility, which
they appeared fo likely to fubferve. To the cu-
rious, thefe advertifements, it is thought, will not
be the leaft acceptable parts of this workj however
numerous, they have added nothing to the fize of
the book, being all fo much pure gain to the rea-
der j fuch of them as are deemed trifling, or fu-
perfluous, may ealily be pafied over; and then no
harm is done*.

Thefe volumes are again given up, as at firft, to
the mercy of the town, with all their imperfeSfions on
their bcads™ and refpedfully fubmitted to the can-
dour of the publick, who, it is hoped, will judge fa-
vourably of an attempt attended with fuch peculiar
difficulties. The Editor and Annotator cannot
conclude without adding, that they lhall be happy
to receive hints and materials for future improve-

ad ments



viii GENERAL ADVERTISEMENT.

ments and eliicidatiopsj and that they will chear-
fully embrace feme future opportunity of rectifying
whatever may be requilite in the Notes and Re-
marks on the prefent volumes.

Having faid thus much, they take leave of the

courteous reader for the prefent, in the appofitc
words of H orace :

Si quiJ noviJH reSlius ifis.
Candidus imptrli: Si aea, kis uiere mecum.

STEELE'’S



To the Original O ctavo Edition, 1710.

N the laft T atter | promifed fome explanation

of paflage? and perfons mentioned in this work,

as well as fome account of the afflftances I have had
in the performance. | Ihall do this in very few
words i for when a man has no defign but to fpeak
plain truth, he may fay a great deal in a very nar-
row compals. 1 have, in the dedication of the firft
volume, made my acknowledgments to Dr. Swift,
whofe pleafant writings, in the name of Bicker-
staff, created an inclination in the town towards
any thing that could appear in the fame difguife,
I muft acknowledge alfo, that, at my firft entering
upon this work, a certain uncommon way of think-
ing, and a turn in converfation peculiar to that
agreeable gentleman, rendered his company very
advantageous to one whofe imagination was to be
continually employed upon obvious and common
fubjeds, though at the fame time obliged to treat
of them in a new and unbeaten method. His
verfes on the Shower in Town”t and the Dejeription
of the Morning-\i are inftances of the happinefs of
that genius, which could raife fuch pleafing ideas
upon occafions fo barren to an ordinary invention.

e Tatu. N®238. I Tatl. N® 9,

When



X ORIGINAL PREFACE.

When | am upon the boufe of Bickerstaff, F
mufl: not forget that genealogy of the family* fent
to me by the poll, and written, as Ifince underftandy
by Mr. T wisden, who died at the battle of Mans,
and has a monument in IVeftminJier fuitable
to the refpeft which is due to his wit and his va-
lour. There are through the courfe of the work
very many incidents which were written by un-
known correfpondents. Of this kind is the tale in
the fecond T atter, and the epiftle from Mr.
D ownes the Prompterf, with others which were
very well received by the publick. But I have only
one gentleman, who will be namelefs to thank
for any frequent alTillance to me, which indeed it
would have been barbarous in him to have denied
to one with whom he has lived in an intimacy from
childhood, confidering the great cafe with which he
Is able to difpatch the moft entertaining pieces of
this nature. This good office he performed with
fuch force of genius, humour, wit, and learning,
that | fared like a diftrefled Prince, who calls in a
powerful neighbour to his aidj | was undone by
my auxiliary; when | had once called him in, 1
could not fubfift without dependance on him.

The fame hand writ the diftinguifliing characters
of men and women under the names of “ Mufical
Injiruments The Dijirejs of the News-writ-
ers “ “bpe Inventory of the Blay-houfe\f and

e Tatl. N®1r. ; No. 75. + T ati.. N®193.

X The veil of fecrecy has IAng fince been removed; it was
fufpefted before the Tat1er was re-publj”™ed in volumes, but
it then became certain, that this auxiliary was Addisok. His
name (as well as thofe of many hitherto unknown writers, of
the Bickerstaff family,) will appear throughout this edi-
tion to all the papers which can with certainty be appropriated.

§ Tatl. N®153, N\ Tatl. N®t8. ™ Tatl.N* 42

“ Ut



ORIGINAL PREFACE. X

~he Dejcription of the thermometer which |
cannot but look upon as the greateft ei-nbelUfhments
of this work.

Thus far | thought neceffary to fay relating to
the great hands which have been concerned in thefe
volumes, with relation to the fpirit and genius of
the work ; and am far from pretending to modefty
in making this acknowledgment. What a man ob-
tains from the good opinion and friendfliip of wor-
thy men, is a much greater honour than he can
poffibly reap from any accomplilhments of his own.
But all the credit of wit which was given me by the
gentlemen above-mentioned, with whom | have now
accounted, has not been able to atone for the excep-
tions made againft me for fome raillery in behalf of
that learned advocate for the epifeopacy of the
church, and the liberty of the people, Mr. H<9AD-
LY t. | mentioned this only to defend myfclf a-
gainft the imputation of being moved rather by
party than opinion ; and | think it is apparent, |
have with the utmoft franknefs allowed meric where-
ever | found it, chough joined in interefts different
from thofe for which 1 have declared myfclf. When
myFAVONiusJ is acknowledged to be Dr. Smal-
RiDGE, and the amiable character of the Dean in the
fixty-fixth T at1”™r, drawn for Dr. Atterbury ; |
hope | need fay"no more as to my impartiality.

1 really have afted in thefe cafes with honefty,
and am concerned it lhould be thought otherwife:
For wit, if a man had it, unlefs it be directed to
fome ufeful end, is but a wanton frivolous quality;
all that one lhould value himfclf upon in this kind
Is, that he had fome honourable intention in it.

e Tatl. N®220. + See Tatl. N®44; N®50; N®51,
N® 115} N®143J and notes. J Tatl. N®72j N® 114,

As
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As for this point, never hero in romance was.
carried away with a more furious ambition to con-
guer giants and tyrants, than | have been in extir-
pating gamefters and duellifts. And indeed, like
one of chofc knights too, though | was calm before,.
I am apt to fly out again, when the thing that firft
difltirbed me is prefented to my imagination. |
Ihall therefore leave off when | am well, and fight
with windmills no more: only Ihall be fo arrogant
as to fay of myfclf, that, in fpight of all the force of
fafliion and prejudice, in the face of all the world,
I alone bewailed the condition of an Englilh gentle-
man, whofe fortune and life are at this day preca-
riousj while his eftate is liable to the demands of
gamefters, through a falfe fenfe ofjuftice; and to
the demands of duellifts, through afalfe fenfe of ho-
nour. As to the firft of thefe orders of men, | have
not one word more to fay of them : as to the latter,
I fliall conclude all 1 have more to offer againft
them, with refpedt to their being prompted by the
fear of fhame, by applying to the ducllift what I
think Dr. South fays fomewhere of the liar, “ He

is a Coward to man, and a Bravo to God.™*

ORIGINAL



ORIGINAL DEDICATION to TATLER,

VolL. |I.

To Mr. M a Y NW a RI N G*.

SIR,

Th e ftate of converlation and bufinefs in

this town having been long perplexed

with Pretenders in both kindsj in order to open

« Arthur Maynwaring, Efq. “ His works fet the
« charafter of his genius above the reach of the criticifm of
« others, and he was himfelf allowed univerfally to be the
« beft Critic of his times.” Biog. Brit. art. Hughes.
Remark L. Coe
« His learning was without pedantry ; his wit without
affedlation; his judgment without malice; his friendftiip
without intereft ; his zeal without violence ; in a word,
he was the belt fubjedl:, the beft friend, the beft relation,
the beft niafter, the beft critic, and the beft political writer
in Great Britain.” Memoirsof Mrs. Oldfield, afcribed to
Z Mr. Egerton.

He died in 1712, aged 44, and left his eftate to be equally
divided between his filler, his fon, and his fon’s mother. It
amounted to little more than 3000l. His “ Life and Rofthu-
mous Works” were publiflied by Mr. Oldmixon, 1715, 8vo.
whence a full account of him has been lately inferred in the
Biographical Didlionary.

A fcledlion fiom his M edleys accompanies the new edi-
tion of Steele’s Lover and Reader, 1789.

4
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ORIGINAL DEDICATION

mens eyes againR fuch abufes, it appeared no
unprofitable undertaking to publifh a Paper,
which fliould obferve upon the manners of the
pleafurable, as well as the bufy part of man-
kind. To make this generally read, it feemed
the muft proper method to form it by way of a
Letter of Intelligence, confiding of fuch parts
as might gratify the curiofity of perfons of all
conditions, and of each fex. But a work of
this nature requiring time to grow into the no-
tice of the world, it happened very luckily,
that, a little before | had refolved upon this
defign, a Gentleman * had written predidions,
and two or three other pieces in my name,
which rendered it famous through all parts of
Europe} and by an inimitable fpirit and hu-
mour, raifed it to as high a pitch of reputation
as it could poffibly arrive at.

By this good fortune the name of Isaac
BICKERSTAFFf gained an audience of all who
had any tafte of wit; and the addition of the
ordinary occurrences of common Journals of
News brought in a multitude of other readers.
I could not, | confefs, long keep up the opi-
nion of the Town, that thefe Lucubrations

* Dr. Swift. See Swift's “ Works,” Vol, III.
p. 198. See alfo Steele’s Original Preface to the Tat-
LER, printed above, p. ix.

t Although the T atler joined an odd furname to no
very common Chriftian one, there was a man found in this
large town, who owned both the names. Swift’s Letters,
Vol. XV. p. 408.

were



TO THE FIRST VOLUME. XV

vere written by the fame hand with the firft
works which were publiOied under my name;
but before 1| loft the participation of that au-
thor’s fame, | had already found the advantage
of his authority, to which | owe the fudden
acceptance* which my labours met with in the
world. .

The general purpofe of this Paper is to
expofe the falfe arts of life, to pull off the
difguifes of cunning, vanity, and affedlation,
and to recommend a general iimplicity in our
drefs, our difcourfe, and our behaviour. No
man has a better judgment for the difcovery,
or a nobler fpirit for the contempt of all im-
pofture, than yourfelf; which qualities, ren-
der you the moft proper patron for the Author
of thefe Effays. In the general, the defign,
however executed, has met with fo great fuc-
cefs, that there is hardly a name now eminent
among us for power, wit, beauty, valour, or
wifdom, which is not fubfcribed for the en-
couragement of thefe volumes. This is, iIn-
deed, an honour, for which it is impoflible to
exprefs a fuitable gratitude ; and there is no-
thing could be an addition to the pleafure |

* « During the prevalence of parties and prejudices, he
that would be believed by every body, thould be known
« to nobody, left, inftcad of liftening to the good advice
“ of the Cenfor, the cenfured ftiould endeavour, by retort-
« ing on his frailties, to extenuate or juftify th$ir ownr

113
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N= Tucfday, April 12, 17009.
STEELE.

~Nicquid agunt homines----- e
fiojiri efifarrago Uhellu

Juv. Sat. I. 86.

Whatever men do, of fay, or think, or dream,
** Our medley Paper feizes for it’s theme.*” P.

*ATAHOUGH the other Papers, which are
X  publiilied for the ufe of the good peo-
pie of England, have certainly very whole-
fome effects, and are laudable in their parti-

“ cular

* The title of this Paper, it is faid here, was invented
in honour of the Fair Sexj it is fit therefore that it fliould
be left entirely to their jurifdiilion. The well-imagined
charadter of the Conductor of the Paper, was the creature
of Steele’s fine fancy for the equal benefitof both fexes j
and conceived and fupportcd throughout with curious feli-
city, in a manner highly conducive to the intellediual im-
provement and moral refinement of his countrymen. Hav«*
ing happily devifcd an original charailer and office, fuffi-

VolL. I, B ciently
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** cular kinds, they do not fcem to come up to
“ the main deiign of fuch narrations, which,
I humbly prefume, ihould be principally

“ intended

ciently dignified and interefting, Steele aflumed both the
name and furname of a real perfon, faid to have been about
that time a refident in London. Swift had made free
with them before, and whimfically adopted them, merely
for a laughable purpofe. From him it was that Steele
borrowed them for a more laudable purpofe, as he hand-
fomely acknowledges in his preface to the fourth volume
of this work, where he has likewife pointed out fame of
Swift’'s leaft obnoxious contributions to the T atler.
Certainly there vjtrt others which Swift afFedled to conceal,
and would not difclofe to his moft intimate companions,
for valid reafons no doubt, which it is not very difficult to
difeover. Some of them, betrayed by little circumftances,
father themfclves fufficientlyand it will appear in the courfe
of the notes, that though they did not much difgracc the
T atler in point of compofition, they contributed little or
nothing to it in point of ufefulnefs, being among the moft
reprehenfible and leaft pardonable parts of the Pape”.
Conlidcring what is faid in, Steele’s dedication of
“ The Drummer” to Congreve, we may well admit in its
greateft latitude the teftimony of Mr. Thomas Tickeli,
who has left it on record, that Steele began and con-
cluded thcl ATLER Without the concurrence of Addison,
I he great obligations of this work to that writer, are ac-
knowledged with ample and generous juftice, in the fine
turned compliments paid to him by Steele, in the preface
above-mentioned. W e know likewife, on Steele’s autho-
rity, that thrfe Papers contain many of A ddison’j plea®
Jantries and oblique Jirokesy which would never have come
into day-light but under the flielter of Bickerfiaff’'s name,
or to fpeak more properly, if that prudent man could not
have relied entirely on the inviolable friendftiip and fecrecy
of Bickerftaff's Creator, who fuffered himfelf patiently to
be traduced and calumniatedfor them. Addison was un-
queftionably an able, an ufeful, and the principal auxiliary;
but this annotator thinks it needlefs to make any apology
for
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intended for the ufe of politic perfons, who
are fo public-fpirited as to negledt their own
“ affairs to look into tranfaitions of ftate.

for his having confidered STEfitE* throughout the whole
courfe of thefe dejant writihgSj as the rightful C hief and
Head of the Stafi-s. It was Steele who firft enlifted
Addison, and all the worthies of the Staffian-/<Aiv/A,
in the entertainment and fervice of their country it was
He, tvhofe fruitful genius and unbounded philanthropy
contrived to incorporate them into.». moft beneficial focietv
endowed them with advantages never thought of before™
and direded and fuppnrted them with addfefs and ability!
in the promotion of knowledge and tafie™ of virtue and re-
ligion. He it certainly was, who by his own uniemitted
exertions, and at his own expince and pe fonal hazard, for a
courfe of years rendered them fignally ferviceable to their
comemporariesj and fpecial b-"nefaiinrs to their poficrity,
day ; when their writings are
inll lil«ly to be, while our l..'guage rem .ins, among
the firft books by which both fexes arc initiated jft the
elegancies of knowledi>ei”
£ven with regard to the many excellent performances in
the cou fc of thefe Papers, of which Steele was not him-
leU the author, as they Would not have feen the light but
by the mtans of his contrivance and publicationsj and his
2cal and addrefs in rondnaing them, the public was then
and IS now mdeb.ed ro Him lor their benefits; and what-
ever Steele mi..ht owe to Addison, and other writers,
whom he p.obably paid™ and overpaid with hit ufual gent-
roftty, certainly we owe to oieele what was originally
written by Addison and them. Dr. Johnfon's pieafine
obfervations on this work it would be improper to tran?
u unpleafant to cenfure. The reader may confult
the jJoiftor’'a niftruaive and entertaining acrount in his
Addifon.” A general reference to it is all that
IS necdlary here; fome few little miftakes and inaccuracies
in It, which ihe peculiar nature of the annotator™s employ-
ment led him to difeover, fo far as tne illuftration of thefe
1 apers rende”s it requilite™ will be fu.'ficiently obviated, as
occalions ferve, in the courfe of the following

B 3 “ Now
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Now thefe Gentlemen, for the moft part,

being perfons of ftrong zeal, and weak intel-

lects, it is both a charitable and neceffary

work to offer fomething, whereby fuch

worthy and well-afFeCted members of the

commonwealth may be inftruCted after their

reading, what to think; which (hall be the

end and purpofe of this my Paper, wherein |

fhall, from time to time, report and coniider

all matters of what kind fo ever that fhall

occur to me, and publifh fuch my advices

and reflections every Tuefday, Thurfday, and

Saturday, in the week, for the convenience

of the Poll. | refolve to have fomething

which may be of entertainment to the Fair

Sex, in honour of whom 1 have invented

the title of this Paper. | therefore earneflly

defire all perfons, without difiinClion, to

1 take it in for the prefent gratis, and hereafter
‘at the price of one penny, forbidding all
=hawkers to take more for it at their peril.
" And | dcfire all perfons to confider, that | am
‘at a very great charge for proper materials
~or this Work, as well as that before | re-
' folved upon it, | had fettled acorrefpondence
" in all parts of the known and knowing world.
" And forafmuch as this globe is not trodden
" upon by mere drudges of bufinefs only, but
' that men of fpirit and genius are juftly to be
' cfieemed as confiderable agents in it, we fhall
'not, upon a dearth of news, prefent you
with mufty foreign ediCls, or dull proclama-

“ tions.
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" tions, but (hall divide our relation of the
paffages which occur in aftion or difcourfe
throughout this town, as well as elfewhere,
under luch dates of places as may prepare
you for the matter you are to expedt in the
following manner,
“ All accounts of Gallantry, Pleafure, and
Entertainment, (liall be under the article of
W hite's Chocolate-houfe * j Poetry, under
that of W i11’'s CofFee-houfe-f*; Learning,
under the title of Grecian Foreign and
Domeftic News, you will have from St.
James's Coffee-houfe; and what elfe | have
“ to offer on any other fubjedt fliall be dated
*from my own Apartment#
** | once more defire my reader to confider,
that as | cannot keep an ingenious man to go
daily to Will's under two-pence each day,
merely for his charges; to White’s under
fix-pence; nor to theGrecian, without'allow-
ing him fome plain Spanilh, to be aSable as
others at the learned table; and that a good
** obferver cannot fpeak with even Kid ney Hat
“ St. James’s without clean linen; | fay, thefe
conSderations will, 1 hope, make all perfons

¢+ W hite's Chocolate-houfe was then lower down in St.
James’s Street than it is at prefent, and on t™e other fide.

t “ Will’s Coffee houfe was on the north fide of KuiTel
* Street in Covent Garden.

X The G recian was, and ftill is, in Devereux Court in
the Strand.

Kidney wasone of the waiters at St. James’s Coffee-"

houfe. See 10. N* 26, &c.

B H willing
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“ willing to comply with my humble requcft

“ (when my gratis flock is exhauHed) of a

“ penny a-piece; efpecially fince they are fure
of feme proper amufernent, and that it is
impoflible for me to want means to entertain
them, havings betides the force of my own
parts, the power of Divination, and that |
can, by carting a figure, tell you all that
will happen before it comes to pafs,
“ But this laft faculty I fliall ufe very fpa-
ringly, and fpeak bqgt of few things until
they are palfed, for fear of divulging mat-
ters which may offend our fuperiors/"

W hite’s Chocolate-houfe, April 7,

T H E deplorable condition of a very pretty
gentleman, who walks here at the hours when,
men of quality frft appear, is what is very
much lamented. His hirtory is, That on the
ninth of September, 1705, being in his one
and twentieth year, he was wafhing his teeth

a tavern window in Pall-Mall, when a fine
equipage paffed by, and in it a young lady
who looked up at himj away goes the coach,
and the young gentleman pulled off his nights
cap, and inftead of rubbing his gums, as he
ought to do, out of the window until about
four of the clock, fits him down and fpoke
not a word until tvyclve at nighty after which
he began to enquire if any body knew tibe
Lddyf— The company aikedwto L ady? but

he
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he faid no more, until they broke up at fix
in the morning. All the enfuing winter he
went from church to church every Sunday, and
from play-houfe to play-houfe every night in
the week 5 but could never find the original of
the picture which dwelt in his bofom. 1In a
word, his attention to any thing but his paflion
was utterly gone. He has loft all the money
he ever played for, and been confuted in every
argument he has entered upon, fince the mo-
ment he firft faw her. He isof a noble family,
has naturally a very good air, and is of a frank
honeft temper: but this paflion has fo ex-
tremely mauled him, that his features are fet
and uninformed, and his whole vifage is
deadened, by along abfence of thought. He
never appears in any alacrity, but when raifed
by wine; at which time he is fure to come
hither, and throw away a great deal of wit on
fellows who have no fenfe farther than juft to
obferve, that our poor L over has moft under-
ftanding when he is drunk, and is leaft in his
fenfes when he is fober

The reader is deflred to take notice of the
article from this place from time to time, for |
defign to be very exa™ in the progrefs this un-
happy gentleman makes, which may be of great

* Edward Lord Vifcoimt Hinchiksroke, mentioned
afterwards under the name of Cynthjo. He died in the

life-time of his father. Oft. 3, 1722. See N*5* and N~*
22. and Lover, N* 38.

B 4 inftruftion
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inftrudUon to all who actually are, or who ever
thall be, in 1ove.

W i11’s Coffee-houfe, April 8,

On Thurfday laft was adled*, for the bene-
fitof Mr. Betterton, the celebrated comedy
called Love for LovE-f*. Thole excellent
players, Mrs. BarryJ, Mrs.Bracegirdle,
and Mr. Dogget, though not at prefent con-
cerned in the houfe, afted on that occafion.
There has not been known fo great a concourfc
of perfons of diftindtion as at that time; the
Rage itfclf was covered with gentlemen and
ladies, and when the curtain was drawn, it dif-
covered even there a very fplendid audience,

* C, Cibber acknowledges, that Sir R. Steele did
the ftage very confiderable lervice, led the town to their
plays, and filled their houfes, by the force and influence of
his T atlers. Steele bad no iharc in the management
of the play-houfe in Drury-Lane for feveral years after
this time. His patent as Governour is dated Jan. 19,1714-
15, 1 Geo. I.

t By VV, Congreve. Publiflicd in quarto, 1695,
The Theatre and cf.mpany in LincolnVInn Fields opened
with this play, which met with fo much fuccefs, that Bet-
terton and the other managers made an offer to the author
which he accepted, ofawholelhare with them in their profits,
on condltikm of his furnifliing them with a new play every

year, 'i he charaRer of Farsight in this play was then no
uncommon one. D ryden calculated nativities; C rom-
well .nd Kino W ittiam had their lucky days; and

Shaftesbury himfelf, though he had no leiigion, is faid
Jo have regarded

J Mrs. Barry on this occafion fpoke an epilogue, writ**
ten by Mr. KowUj ajid printed in his work?.

Thi,
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This unufual encouragement, which was given
to a play for the advantage of fo great an
a6lor, gives an undeniable inftance, that the
true relilh for manly entertainments and rational
pleafures is not wholly loft. All the parts were
adted to perfedtion: the adlors were careful of
their carriage, and no one was guilty of the
affedlation to infert witticifms of his own ; but
a due refpedt was had to the audience, for en-
couraging this accompliftied player. It is not
now doubted but plays will revive, and take
their ufual place in the opinion of perfons of
wit and merit, notwithftanding their late apof-
tacy in favour of drcfs and found. This place
Is very much altered fince Mr. D ryden fre-
quented iti where you ufed to fee Songs, Epi-
grams, and Satires, in the hands of every man
you met, you have now only a pack of cards;
and inftead of the cavils about the turn of the
exprdlion, the elegance of the ftyle, and the
like, the learned now difpute only about the
truth of the game. But however the company
Is altered, all have fhewn a great refpedl lor
Mr.Betterton : and the very gaming part of
this houie have been fo touched with a fenfe of
the uncertainty of human affairs (which alter
with themfelves every moment) that in this
gentleman they pitied Mark Antony of
Rome, Hamlet of Denmark, Mithridates
ofPontus, T heodosius 0f Greece,andHenry
the Eighth of England, It is well known, he

been in the condition of each of mﬁﬁolds
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luftrious perfonages for feveral hours together,
and behaved himielf in thofe high Nations, in
ail the changes of the fccne, with fuitable dio--
nity. For thefe rcafons, we intend to repeat this
late favour to him on a proper occafion, left he,
who can inftrudt us fo w'ell in perfonating
feigned forrows, lhould be loft to us by fuffer-
ing under real ones*. The town is at prefent
In very great expedation of feeingf a comedy
now in rehearfal, which is the twenty-fifth pro-
duction of my honoured friend Mr. T homas
D urrey; who, befides his great abilities in
the dramatic, has a peculiar talent in the lyric
way of writing, and that with a manner wholly
new and unknown to the ancient Greeks and
Romans, wherein he is but faintly imitated in
the trajiflations of the modern Italian Operas,

¢ T homas Bettertok, juftly efteemed the Rofdus of
his age, was born in 16”5, came upon the ftage in 1656,
and continued on it with great reputation more than 50
years. He died April 28, 1710. There is a metzotinto
by Williams, which, Cibber fays, « refcmblcd him ex-
tremely/" and a fine picture of him by Pope, in the pof-
ieffion of the Karl of Mansfield. Sir Richard Steexe,
who attended his funeral, publilhed a Paper to his memory
inthe Tat. See N® 167. n

t “ The Modern Prophets.” C, quarto, 170Q. See
Tat. N*1l. and N®43.

Mr. D’Urfey obtained his greatefi reputation by a pe-
culiarly happy talent for writing irregular Odes, witty
Catches, Satires, and Songs of Humour, fuited to the fpirit
of the times, which he fung in a lively and entertainin®
manner. Sec Guard. N 29. and N" 67. “
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Sc, Jameses CoffFee-houfe, Apr” ii [&

Letters from the Hague of the fixtecni
that Major General Cadogan was gone to
fels, with orders todifperfe proper inArudiorw
for alTembling the whole force of the Allies in
Flanders, in the beginning of the next month.
The late offers concerning peace were made in
the ftyle of perfons who think themfelves upon
equal terms : but the Allies have fo juft afenfe
of their prefent advantages, that they will not
admit of a treaty, except France offers what is
more fuitable to her prefent condition. At the
fame time we make preparations, as if we were
alarmed by a greater force than that which we
tre carrying into the field. Thus this point
feems now to be argued fword in hand. This
was what a great General * alluded to, when
being afked the names of thofe who were to be
plenipotentiaries for the enfuing peace, he an-
fwered with a ferious air, “ There are about an

hundred thoufand of us.’* Mr. Kidney”,
who has the ear of the greateft politicians that
come hither, tells me, there is a mail come in
to-day with letters, dated Hague, April the
nineteenth, N. S. which fay, adefign of bring-
ing part of our troops into the field, at the
latter end of this month, is now altered to a
refolutjon of marching towards the camp about
the twentieth of the next. Prince Eugene was

* The Duke of Marlborough,
f The waiter at St. James’s CofFee-houfe.

then



12 THE TATLER. NA.

then returned thither from Amfterdam. He fets
out from BrulTelsonTuefday; the greater num-
ber of the general officers at the Hague, have
orders to go at the fame time. The fquadron at
Dunkirk confifls of feven vefTels, There hap-
pened the other day, in the road of Scheveling,
an engagement between a privateer of Zeeland
and one of Dunkirk. The Dunkirker, carry-
ing thirty-three pieces of cannon, was taken
and brought into the Texel. It isfaid the cou-
rier of Monfieur Rouille is returned to him
from the Court of France. Monfieur Ven-
dofme, being re-inftated in the favour of the
Duchefs of Burgundy, is to command in
Flanders.

Mr. Kidney added, that there were letters of
the feventeenth from Ghent, which give an
account, that the enemy had formed a defign
to furprife two battalions of the Allies which
lay at Alofi: but thofe battalions received ad-
vice of their march, and retired to Dender-
mond. Lieutenant General Wood appeared on
tins occafion at the head of five thoufand foot
and one thoufand horfe; upon which the
enemy withdrew, without making any farther
attempt.

From my own Apartment.

I am forry I am obliged to trouble the Public
with fo much ditcourfe upon a matter which |
at the very firfi mentioned as a trifle, viz, the

death
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death of Mr. Partridge under whofe name
there is an Almanack come out for the year
1709; in one page of which it is averted by
the faid John Partridge, that he is ftill Hying,
and not only fo, but that he was alfo living
fomc time before, and even at the inftant when
I writ of his death. | have in another place,
and in a paper by itfelf, fufficiently convinced
this man that he is dead, and, if he has any
fliame, 1do not doubt but that by this time he
owns it to all his acquaintance; for though the
legs and arms and whole body of that man may
ftill appear, and perform their animal Functions;
yet fince, as | have elfewhere obferved, his art
IS gone, the man is gone. | am, as | faid,
concerned, that this little matter fhould make
fomuch noifej but fincc | am engaged, | take
inyfelf obliged in honour to go on in my Lucu-
brations, and by the help of thefearts of which
I am mailer, as well as my flcill in allrological
fjSeculations, 1 ihall, as | fee occafion, proceed

* Dr. Swift, in his “ Prediaions for 1708,” foretold
that Partridge the Almanack-maker would infallibly die on
the 29th of March”™ about eleven at night, of a raging fever.
The wits refoived to fuppori this Predt£iioriy and uniformly
infifted that Partridge a(Sually died at that time. See
Tatler-N®7. N®@Il. N*35.N“44.and Loid Orrery’s
“ Remarks on the Life and' Writings of Swift,” p. 62.

“ 'I'ne Inquifition in Portugal was pleafed In their great
** wifd'>mtoburn the * Predidtionsof ILiiC Bitkerftafl’, £iq.
“ for the year 1708 and to condemn the Suihors and leaders
“ of them, as Dr. bwift fays he was told, by Sir Paul Me-
“ thuen, then Ambaflador to that Crown.”

to
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to confute other dead men, who pretend to be?
in being, althougli they are a”ually deceafcd.
| therefore give all men fair warning to mend
their manners; for 1 lhall from time to time
print bills of Mortality ; and | beg the pardor>
of all fuch who fliall be named therein, if they
who are good for nothing fhall find fhemfelvea
in the number of the deccafed.

Advertifement,

*#* “ A Vindication of Isaac Bickes-
STAFF, Efq. againft what is objedted tohini
“ by Mr. Partridge in his Almanack for the
" prefent year J709.” By the faid Isaac

Bickerstaff, Efq, London, printed in the
year 1709

* Reprinted, with « Bielcctfiaff’'s Prcdiaions.” in the
thiird volume ot Swift’s W orks.

A. 5. All that precedes the article in this Paper, dated

from W hite s Chocolate-houfe, p. 6. was re-printed vsr-
at the ~ginnings of Tat. N“2, and N® % The
four firft numbers of the T atler were given grath.





