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nation to make ufe of. Among others it is faid, 
There is a general murmuringamong the people 
o f France, though at the fame time all my 
letters agree, tha,t there is fo good an under  ̂
landing among them, that there is not one 
morfel carried out of any market in the king­
dom, but what is delivered upon credit.

.<c

N °3 . Saturday, April 16., 1709,

S T E E L E .

Quic^uid agunt homines-
nojiri eft farrago lihellt.

Ju v. Sat. i. 85, 86,

Whatever men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
"  Our rnedley Paper feizes for it's theme." P ,

W il l 's Colfee-houfe, April 14.

Th i s  evening the Comedy^, called the 
C o u n t r y  W i f e , was a6led in Prury- 

hne, for the benefit of Mrs. B i g n e l . The part
w h ich

*  T h e  Comedies o f  W y c h e r l y  bear a great refemblance 
to his perfonal charadler, in which there was little virtue, 
inuch w it, and more libertinifm. T h efew ere, in the reign 
of C harles  II. the firft qualifications o f a fine gentleman, 
and the moft powerful recommendations to the favour o f
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w in ch  gives name to the P lay  was perfonijed 
b y  herfelf. T h r o u g h  the w h ole  aftio ii flic tnade 
a very pretty figure, and e x a d ly  entered into 
the n:.iture o f  the part. H e r hufband, iu the 
D ram a, is reprefented to be one o f  thofe de­
bauchees w h o  run through the vices o f  the 
tow n , and believe, w hen they th in k  fit, they 
can marry and fettle  at their eafe. H is  ow n  
kn ow ledge o f  the in iq u ity  o f  the age mokes 
h im  choofe a w ife  w h o lly  ignorant o f  it, and 
place his fecu rity  in her w ant o f  ik i l l  to abufe 
h im . T h e  P oet, on many occafions, w here the 
propriety o f  the ch araaer w ill  adm it o f  it, m - 
finuates, that there is no defence againft vice, 
b u t the contem pt o f  it :  and has, in the natural 
ideas o f  an untainted innocent, {hown the g ia -  
dual Heps to ruin and deftru£tion w h ich  perfons 
o f  condition run into, w ith o u t the help  o f  a 
•T̂ ood education to form  their condu6t. T h eo

the court. T h e  example o f the w it and libertine on the 
throne was more or lefs copied by all the beaux and rakes 
of the kingdom—

Regis cd exemplum totus componitur orbls.
In the M S notes o f O ldys  on L a n g b a in e , it is written 

that the incidents o f this Play were taken from a fam ily o f 
the name of F a b e r , angltce Sm i t h , and others o f their 
neighbourhood in W iltfh ire, where the author was very in­
timate, and probably a£led one o f the principal tad  characters 
himfelf. T h e  prefent manners do not allow of plays o f this 
loofe caft, and fuch are moft o f the fame date. T h e  “  Country 
W ife ”  was firft aaed  in 1683,'and afterwards as altered by 
L ee in 17655 but few attempts to feparate the bad from the 
"■ ood in the plays o f this period have lucceeded, fo clofeiy 
have the authors interwoven the wit w ith the ribaldry.

C 4 torment
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torment o f a jealous coxcomb, which arifes 
from his own falfe maxims, and the aggravation 
o f his pain by the very words in which he fees 
her innocence, makes a very pleafant and in- 
Rriidtive fatire. The charader o f H o r n e r , 
and the defign o f it, is a good reprefentation o f 
the age in which that comedy was written; at 
which time love and wenching were the budnefs 
ot life, and the gallant manner o f purfuing 
women was the bell recommendation at court. 
T o  this only it is to be imputed, that a gen^ 
tleman of M r. W  y c  h e r l y ’s charader and fenfe 
condefcends to reprefent the infults done to the 
honour of the marriage-bed, without juH re­
proof; but to have drawn a man of probity with 
regard tofuchconfiderations had been a monfter, 
and a poet had at that time difcovered his want o f 
knowing the manners of the court he lived in, 
by a virtuous charader in his fine gentleman, 
as he would ihew his ignorance, by drawing a 
vicious one to pleafe the prefcnt audience. Mrs. 
B i g n e l  did her part very happily, and had a 
certain grace in her rufticity, which gave us 
hopes of feeing her a very fkilful player, and 
in fome parts fupply our lofs o f Mrs. V e r ­
b r u g g e n . I cannot be o f the fame opinion 
with my friends and fellow-labourers, the Re­
formers of Manners, in their feverity towards 
plays; but muft allow, that a good play aded 
before a well-bred audience, mufl raife very 
proper incitements to good behaviour, and be 
the mpil quick and meft prevailing method o f

giving
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giving young people a turn of fenfeand breed  ̂
ing. But as I have fet up for a weekly hifto* 
rian, I relblve to be a faithful one; and there­
fore take this public oceafion to adnionifti a 
young nobleman, who came fluftered into 
the box laft night, and let him know how 
much all his friends were out of countenance 
for him. The women fat in terror of hearing 
fomething that fhould fhock their modefty, and 
all the gentlemen in as much pain out of com- 
paffion to the ladies, and perhaps refentment 
for the indignity which was offered in coming 
into their prefence in fo difrefpe6tful a man­
ner, Wine made him fay nothing that was 
rude, therefore he is forgiven, upon condition 
he never will hazard his offending more in this 
kind*. As I juft now hinted, I own myfelf of 
the ‘ So c i e t y  for  R e f o r m a t i o n  of M a n -  

‘ NERS-|’ .* W e have lower inftruments than 
thofe of the family of B i c k e r s t a f f , f̂or 
puniftiing great crimes, and expofing the aban­
doned. Therefore, as I defign to have notices 
from all public affemblies, I ftiall take upon 
me only indecorums, improprieties, and neg­
ligences, in fuch as fhould give us better ex­
amples. After this declaration, i f  a fine lady

*  See in the Dedication o f this volume, in N® 5. 9. 5 1 . 
04. 271, & c. a full account o f the defign of the 1  a t l e r .

t  “  T h is  So c i e t y  began in 169O; the total number of 
“  perfons profecuted by this So c i e t y , in or near London, 
?* in 44 years, is calculated at about 101,683, &c.*’ Sec 
St o w ’s “  Survey o f London,”  E dit. 1755* vol. I. p. 144.
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thinks fit to giggle at church, or a beau come 
in drunk to a play, either thall be lure to hear 
o f it in my enfuing Paper. For, merely as a 
well-bred man, I cannot bear thefc enormities.

After the play we naturally firoll to this 
cofFec-houfe, in hopes of meeting fome new 
poem, or other entertainment, among the men 
o f  w'it and pleafure, where there is a dearth at 
prefent. But it is wonderful there fhould be 
ib few writers, when the art is become merely 
mechanic, and men may make themfelves great 
that way, by as certain and infallible rules as 
you may be a joiner or a mafon. There hap­
pens a good inftance o f this in what the hawker 
has juft now offered to fale, to wit, “  * In- 
“  ftru£Uons to Vanderbank; A  Sequel to the

A d vice  to the P oets: A  Poem , occafioned 
“  by the glorious fuccefs o f  her M ajefty ’s arm s, 
“  under the com m and o f  the D u k e o f  M a rl-  
** b orou gh , the laft year in F lan ders.”  H ere 
you  are to underftand, that the A u th o r, find­
in g  the poets W’ould not take his advice, trou­
bles h im fe lf  no m ore about th em ; but has m et 
w ith  on eV A N D E R B A N K -f, w h o  w orks in arras, 
and m akes very good tapeftry h a n g in g s: there-

*  B y  Sir R ich ar d  B l a c k m o r e . See Sp e c t . N® 6. 
339. T a t . N® 14. contains a very proper apology for this 
raillery.

t  T h is  man was inimitable in his way i no perfon ever 
reprefented nature more happily in works o f tapeihy. Sec 
W alpole ’s “  Anecdotes o f Painting,”  vol. v. p. 166. l i  

Jiqq. 8vo. 1782, 5 vols,

fore,
'III
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fore, in order to celebrate the hero o f the age, 
he claps together all that can be faid o f a man 
that makes hangings:

Then, artift, who does Nature’s face exprefs 
In filk and gold, and fcencs o f  aiflion drefsi 
Doft figur’d arras animated leave.
Spin a bright ftory, or a pafiion weave j 
B y mingling threads, canft mingle fhade and light, 
Delineate triumphs, or defcribe a fight ?

W ell, what fliall this workman do? why? 
to fhew how great an hero the poet intends, he 
provides him a very good horfe:

Champing his foam, and bounding on the plain. 
Arch his high neck, and graceful fpread his mane.

Now as to the intrepidity, the calm courage, 
the conftant application o f the hero, it is not 
necefTary to take that upon yourfelf: you may 
in the lump, bid him you employ, raife him 
as high as he can; and i f  he does it not, let 
him anfwer for difobeying orders.

L et fame and viflory in inferior fky
H over with balanc’d wings, and fmiiing fly
Above his head, & c.

A  whole poem of this kind may be ready 
againft an cnfuing campaign, as well as a fpace 
left in the canvas of a piece o f tapeftry for the 
principal figure, while the under-parts are 
>vorking: fo that in effed ĥe Advifer copies

after
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28 T H E  T A T L E R . N'

after the man he pretends to diredt. This me­
thod iliouid, methinks, encourage young be­
ginners; for the invention is fo fitted to all ca­
pacities, that by the help of it a man may 
make a receipt for a poem. A  young man may 
obferve that the jig  of the thing is, as I faid, 
finding out all that can be faid in his way 
whom you employ to fet forth your Worthy. 
^ W a l l e r  and “["De n h a m  had worn out the 
expedience of “  Advice to a Painter:” this Au­
thor has transferred the work, and fent his A d­
vice to the Poets; that is to fay, to the Turners 
o f Verfe, as he calls them. W ell; that thought 
is worn out alfo : therefore he diredts his genius 
to the loom, and will have a new fet of hang­
ings in honour of the lafl; year in Flanders. I 
muft own to you, I approve extremely this in­
vention, and it might be improved for the be­
nefit of manufadlory: as, fuppofe an ingenious 
gentleman ihould write a Poem o f advice to a 
Callico-printcrj do you think there is a girl in 
England, that would wear any thing but the 
“  Taking of Lifle,” or, The Battle of Oude- 
“  narde?” They would certainly be all the 
falliion, until the heroes abroad had cut out 
fome more patterns. I lliould fancy fmall fkir- 
mifiies might do for under-petticoats, provided

*  “  Inftruflions to a Painter, &c.”  W a l l e r ’s Works. 
Lond. edit. iy22. p. 171.

t  “  Diredlions to a Painter, in 4 parts.”  8vo. 1666. 
D en h am 's name is put to thefe pieces, but they are not 
collcdled in his works.

they
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they had a iiege for the upper. I f  our Advifer 
were well imitated, many induftrious people 
might be put to work. Little Mr. D a c t i l e , 
now in the room, who formerly wrote a fong and 
a half, is a week gone in a very pretty work, 
upon this hint: he is writing an epigram to a 
young virgin who knits very well (it is a 
thouiand pities he is a Jacobite) ; but his epigram 
is by way o f advice to this damfel, to knit all 
the adions of the Pretender and the Duke of 
Burgundy’s laft campaign in the clock of a 
Rocking. It were endlefs to enumerate the many 
hands and trades that may be employed by 
poets, o f fo ufeful a turn as this Advifer. I 
Ihall think of it, and, in this time of taxes, 
fhall confult a great critic employed in the cuf- 
tom-houfe, in order to propofe what tax may 
be proper to be put upon knives, feals, rings, 
hangings, wrought beds, gowns, and petticoats, 
where any o f thefe commodities bear mottoes. 
Of are worked upon poetical grounds.

St. James’s Coffee-houfe, April 15.

Letters from Turin o f the third inftant, N . S, 
inform us, that his Royal Highnefs* employs 
ail his addrefs in alarming the enemy, and per­
plexing their fpeculations concerning his real 
defjgns the enfuing campaign. Contrails are 
entered into with the merchants of Milan, for a

* Prince Eugene.
great
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great number of mules to tranfport his provi- 
fions and ammunition. His Royal Highnefs 
has ordered the train o f artillery to be conveyed 
to Sufa before the twentieth o f the next month. 
In the mean time, all accounts agree, that the 
enemy are very backward in their preparations, 
and almoR incapable of defending themfelves 
againft an invafion, by reafon of the general 
murmurs of their own people; which, they 
find, are no way to be quieted, but by giving 
them hopes of a fpeedy peace. When thefe 
letters were dilpatched, the Marilial de Thefle 
was arrived at Genoa, where he has taken much 
pains to keep the correfpondents o f the mer­
chants o f France in hopes, that meafures will 
be found out to fupport the credit and com­
merce between that ftate and Lyons: but the 
late declaration o f the agents of Moniieur Ber­
nard*, that they cannot dilcharge the demands 
made upon them, has quite dilpirited all thofe 
who are engaged in the remittances o f France.

From my own Apartment, April 15.

It is a very natural paflion in all good mem­
bers o f the commonwealth, to take wliat care 
they can of their families. Therefore 1  hope 
the reader will forgive me, that- I defire he 
would go to the play called the St r a t a g e m :

this
*  See T A T . N " 5 . N® 9. and N ’  aq- 

t  T h e  B eaux S t r a t a g e m . B y  G . F a r q u h a r . 
A ile d  at the H ay-M arket, 410. 1707, It was begun and

finiihed

Mill
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this evening, w h ich  is to be adted fo r  the b e­
nefit o f  m y near kinfm an M r . J o h n  B i c k e r -  
s t a f f * .  I proteft to yo u , the gentlem an has 
not fpoken to me to defire this favo u r; b u t I 
have a refpedl: for h im , as w e ll in regard to 
con fan gu in ity, as that he is an intim ate friend 
o f  that fam ous and heroic adtor, M r . G e o r g s  
P o w E L ;  w h o  form erly  played A l e x a n d e r  
THE G r e a t  in all places, th ou gh  he is  lately- 
grow n  fo referved, as to adt it  o n ly  on the 
rtage - f .

finifhed in the courfe o f fix weeks, while the Author la­
boured under the illnefs o f which he died, during the run 
o f his play.

*  A  real Player o f that name.
•J- A  delicate animadverfion on the irregularity of Mr. 

PowEL, who about this time began to fink in his reputa­
tion by his drunkennefs. B ooth was juft then in danger 
of becoming addidted to the fame vice; but, obferving the 
diftrefles and contempt it brought upon Powbl,  he formed 
a refolution to break it oft', in which he perfevered to the 
end of his life.

T h e  follow ing quotation from M rs. Heywood, makes a 
proper and curious addition to the firft note on this Paper. 
“  Loofe as the age is faid to have been in the reign o f Charles 
“  II. it is indeed but o f  later years that vice dared to appear 
“  barefaced at the T heatre. In the reign o f Charles II. I  am 
“  told, no woman o f  an infamous charadler ever came to a 
“  play-houfe without a m alk; and long fince then, through- 
“  out the days o f his fuccefibrs Ja m es ,  W i l l ia m  and 
“  M a r y , and the greateft part i f  not all thofe o f A k n e ,  

they retained that modeft mark o f a lewd life, or ex- 
“  changed it for a black, hood pulled over their faces, after 

the manner of a veil, which dijVinguiJlied, and at the fame 
“  time concealed from the virtuous part o f the affem- 
“  bly.”  Female Sp e c t a t o r , B. v. p. 257.

N'* 4.
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