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Tucfday, April i8, 17009.
STEELE.

agunt homines------
nofiri eftfarrago Ubellu

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

Whate’cr men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
Our medley Paper fcizes for its theme.” P,

“ TT is ufual with perfons who mount the
“ A ilage, for the cure or information of the
“* croud about them, to make folemn profef-
“ fions of their being wholly difintereiled in
“ the pains they take for the public good. At

the fame time thofc very men, who make
** harangues in pluHi doublets, and extol their

own abilities and generous inclinations, tear

their lungs in vending a drug, and fhow no
** a6l of bounty, except it be, that they lower
“ a demand of a crown to fix, nay, to one
“ penny. We have a contempt for Ihch pal-
“ try barterers, and have therefore all along
“ informed the Public, that we intend to give

them our advices for our own fakes, and are
** labouring to make our Lucubrations come to
** fome price in money, for our more conve-

I* nient fupport in the fervice of the Public.
(€1t
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** It iIs certain that many other fchemes have
been propofed to me; as a friend offered to
fhew me a Treatife he had writ, which he
“ called, * The whole Art of Life; or, The
“ Introdudion to great Men, illuftrated in a
“ Pack of Cards.” But, being a novice at

all manner of play, | declined the offer.
* Another advifed me, for want of money, to
“ fet up my coach, and pra6life phylic ; but,

having been bred a fcholar, | feared | .fhould

not fucceed that way neither, therefore re-
“ folved to go on in my prefent project. But
“ you are to underftand, that | fhall not pre-
< tend to raife a credit to this work upon the
< weight of my politic News only, but, as my
< Latin fentence in the title-page informs you,

fiall take any thing that offersfor thefubjeG
“ £/N/y dtfcourfe”. Thus new perfons, as well
** as new things, are to come under my confi-
“ deration; as when a Toafl or Wit is firft pro-
“ nounced fuch, you fhall have the frefheft ad-
“ vice of their preferment, -from me, with a
“ defcriptiori of the Beauty’s manners, and the
< Wit’s ftyle; as alfo in whofe places they are
® advanced. For this town is never good-na-
< tured enough to raife one without deprefling
" another. But it is my deflgn to avoid faying
“ any thing of any perfon, which oughtjuftly
* to difpleafe; but fhall endeavour, by the va-

* Steele fecms to Intend this as a tranflation of the

motto from Juvenal, prefixed to all the Papers in this vo-
lume.

VolL. I. D t riety
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** riety of the matter and ftyle, to give enter-
“ tainment for men of pleafure, without of-
“ fence to thofe of bufnefs.”

W hite's Chocolate-houfe, April 18.

1 1 hearts at prefent pant for two Ladles
only, who have for fome time engrolTed
the dominion of the town. They are indeed

both exceeding charming, but differ very much
in their excellencies. The beauty of Clariila
Is foft, that of Chloe piercing. When you
look at Clariffa, you fee the moft exadt har-
mony of feature, complexion, and Hiape; you
find in Chloe nothing extraordinary in anyone
of thofe particulars, but the whole woman ir-
refiAible: Clariffa looks languifhingj Chloe
killing : Clariffa never fails of gaining admira-
tion ; Chloe of moving defire. The gazers
at Clariffa are at firfi; unconcerned, as if they
were obferving a fine pidture. They who be-
hold Chloe, at the firft glance difcover tranf-
port, as if they met their dearefl friend. Thefe
different perfcdlions are fuitably reprefented by
the laft great painter Italy has fent us, Mr.
Jervas*. Clariffaisby that fkilful hand placed
In a manner that looks artlefs, and innocent of
the torments fhe gives; Chloe is drawn with
a livelinefs that fhews fhe is confeious of, but

* See Pope's Works, vol. v. paffim, and W alpole's
(( Anecdotes of Painting, &c," vol. ir. p. 23. Edit. 8vo.
1782. 5 vols.

4 not
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not affedled with, her. perfedions. ClarifTa
Is a fliepherdefs, Chloe a country girl. | muft
own, the defign of Chloe’s pidture (hows, to
me, great Maftery in the Painter; for nothing
could be better imagined than the drefs he has
given her of a ifraw-hat and a ribbon, to re-
prefent that fort of beauty which enters the
heart with a certain familiarity, and cheats it
into a belief that it has received a lover as well
as an objedl of love. The force of their dif-
ferent beauties is feen alfo in the effedts it
makes on their lovers. The admirers of Chloe
are eternally gay and well-pleafed: thofe of
ClarifTa melancholy and thoughtful. And as
this paflion always changes the natural man into
a quite different creature from what he was
before, the love of Chloe makes coxcombs;
that of ClarifTa, madmen. There were of each
kind juft now in this room. Here was one that
whiftles, laughs, Tings, and cuts capers, for
love of Chloe. Another has juft now writ
three lines to ClarifTa, then taken a turn in the
garden, then came back again, then tore his
fragment, then called for Tome chocolate, then
went away without it.

Chloe has fo many admirers in the houfe at
prefent, that there is too much noife to proceed
iIn my narration; fo that the progrefs of the
loves of Clarifta and Chloe, together with the
bottles that are drunk each night for the one,
and the many fighs which are uttered, and

D 2 fongs
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fongs written on the other, mud be our fub-
jed on future occafions.

W ir11’s Coffee-houfe, April 18:

Letters from the Hay-market * inform us,
that on Saturday night lad the Opera of Pyrrhus
and Demetrius was performed with great ap-
plaufe. This intelligence is not very acceptable
to us friends of the theatrej for the dage be-
ing an entertainment of the reafon and all our
faculties, this way of being pleafed with the
fufpence of them for three hours together, and
being given up to the fhallow fatisfadtion of the
eyes and ears only, feems to arife rather from
the degeneracy of our underdanding, than an
improvement of our diverdonsj. That the
underdanding has no part in the pleafure is
evident, from what thefe letters very pofitively
adert, to wit, that a great part of the per-
formance was done in Italian: and agreat critic ||
fell into fits in the gallery, at feeing, not only
Time and Place, but Languages and Nations
confufed in the mod incorrigible manner. His

* See N* I. and N" 12.

t By Owen M'Swiney, 410, 1709. A tranflation
from the Italian of Scarlatti, performed at the Queen’s
Theatre in the Hay-Maiket, which was built for the re-
prefentation of Operas, introduced into Kngland about the
beginning of the preceding reign. 'I'hey were at firft in
Italian, and the famous Nicolini was the principal Per-
former in them.

X See Tat. N®i.and N” 20.

I J. Dennis, who was a Iworn foe to the Opera.

fpleen
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fpleen is fo extremely moved on this occaiion,
that he is going to publifli a treatife againft
Operas, which, he thinks, have already in-
clined us to thoughts of peace, and, if tolerated,
mull infallibly difpirit us from carrying on the
war. He has communicated his fcheme to the
whole room, and declared in what manner
things of this kind were firft introduced. He
has upon this occafion conlidered the nature of
Sounds in general, and made a very elaborate
digreffion upon the London Cries, wherein he
has ihown from reafon and philofophy, why
oyflers are cried, card-matches fung, and tur-
neps and all other vegetables neither cried,
fung, nor faid, but fold, with an accent and
tone neither natural to man nor beaft. This
piece feems to be taken from the model of that
excellentdifcourfe of Mrs. m an 1y thefchool-
miflrefs, concerning famplers. Advices from
the upper end of Piccadilly fay, that May-
Fair * is utterly abolifhed j and we hear Mr.
Penkethman 'f has removed his ingenious

company

* See the prefentment of Mny Fair by the Grand Jury of
Weftminfter,an. 1708, in Stow's &c.ed»t.6. lyjS*
vol. Il. p. 17S. It was entireiy™abolilhed in the year 1709;
Shepherd’s Market, near Curzon Street, was built on the
fpot where it was held, and the furrounding diitfi™ ib Ityled
May Fair.

t The facetious Mr. Penkethman formed himfelf upon
L eigh, whofe pleafant extravai.ancies were all the flowers
of his own fancy. Honelt Penkey made ufe of the ftock
his predeceflbr had left, and was a veiy Valuable copy of
him. We as teldom fee a good adtor ts a good poet arife

D 3 from
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company of ~rollers to Greenwich. But other
letters from Deptford fay, the company isonly
making thither, and not yet fettled 5 but that
feveral heathen gods and goddelTes, which are
to defcend in machines, landed at the King’s
Head Stairs laft Saturday. V enus and C upid
went on foot from thence to Greenwich;
M ars got drunk in the town, and broke his
landlord's head, for which he fat in the flocks
the whole evening; but Mr. Penkethman
giving fecurity that he fliould do nothing this
enfuing fummer, he was fet at liberty. The
mofl melancholy part of all was, that Diana
was taken in the adlof fornication with a boat-
man, and committed by juftice Wrathful;
which has, it feems, put a flop to the diver-
fions of the theatre at Blackheath. But there
goes down another Diana and a Patient
G rissel next tide from Billingfgate.

It is credibly reported that Mr. D------ Y* has
agreed with Mr. Penkethman to have his play

adled

from the bare imitation of another's genius. Tf this, (fjys
Cibber) be a general rule, Penkethman was the neareft
to an exception from it. He had from nature a great deal
of comic power, but his judgment was by no means equal
to it, for he would make frequent deviations into the whim-

fies of an Harlequin. See Cibber’sJpol. vol. I. p. 112.
* 'I'oM D’'Urfey, and the play here alluded to was his
Modtrn Prophets,” C. 4to. 1709. See T at. N° i. and
ol®11. 'l his piece is an excefTive bad one. A gentleman re-
turninj from it, or from fome other of D’U rfey’sbad plays,
the firll night it was acled, faid to Dryden, “ Was there
ever.
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adted before that audience as foon as it has had
its firft lixteen days run in Drury-Lane,

St. J ames’s Coffec-houfe, April i8.

They write from Saxony of the thirteenth
inftant, N. S. that the grand General of the
Crown of Poland was fo far from entering into
a treaty with King Staniflaus, that he had
written circular letters, wherein he exhorted
the Palatines to join againft him ; declaring
that this was the moft favourable conjundture
for afferting their liberty.

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-third
inftant, N. S. fay, that an exprefs arrived
there on the twentieth inftant, with ad-
vice, that the enemy having made a detach-
ment from Tournay, of fifteen hundred horfe,
each trooper carrying a foot foldier behind
him, in order to furprize the garrifon of Aloft;
the Allies, upon notice of their march, fent
out a ftrong body of troops from Ghent, which
engaged the enemy at Afche, and took two
hundred of them prifoners, obliging the reft to
retire without making any farther attempt.
On the twenty-fecond in the morning a fleet of
merchant lliips coming from Scotland were at-
tacked by fix French privateers at the entrance
of the Meufe. We have yet no certain advice

ever fuch ftufF?” “ Sir, (replied D ryden) youdon'tknow
my friend T om fo well as | doj I'll anfwer for him he
(hall write worfe yet.” Medley, N*i6.

D 4 of



40 THE TATLER. N* 4.

of the event: but letters from Rotterdam fay,
that a Dutch man of war of forty guns, which
was convoy to the faid fleet, was taken, as
were alfo eighteen of the merchants. The Swifs
troops in the fervice of the States have com-
pleated the augmentation of their refpedtive
companies. Thofe of Wirtemberg and PrulTia
are expedled on the frontiers within a few days;
and the auxiliaries from Saxony, as alfo a bat-
talion of Holllein, and another ofWolfenbuttle,
are advancing thither with all expedition. His
Grace the Duke of Marlborough and Prince
Eugene continue at the Hague.

From my own Apartment, April 18.

I have lately been very fludious for intelli-
gence, and have juft now, by my aftrological
flying poft, received a packet from Felicia¥*,
an illand in America, with an account that
gives me great fatisfadion, and lets me under-
iland that the illand was never in greater
profperity, or the adminiftration in fo good
hands, fince the death of their late glorious
King. Thefe letters import, that the chief
Minifter has entered into a firm league with the
ableft and beft men of the nation, to carry on
the cauft of liberty, to the encouragement of
religion, virtue, and honour. Thofe perfons
at the helm are fo ufeful, and in themfelves of
fuch weight, that their ftriift alliance muft

* In this allegorical paper, by Felicia is meant Britain.
needs
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needs tend to the univerfal profperity of the
people. Camillo™*, it feems, prefides over
the deliberations of ftate; and is fo highly va-
lued by all men, for his fingular probity,
courage, affability, and love of mankind, that
his being placed in that ftation has diffipated
the fears of that people, who of all the world
are the moft jealous of their liberty and happi-
nefs, and the lead provident for their fecurity.
The nextmember of their fociety isH okat lo -f;,
1 wo makes all the public difpatches. This
Minifter is maftcr of all the languages in ufe
to great perfection. He is held in the higheft
veneration imaginable for a fevere honefty, and
love of his country ; he lives in a Court un-
fullied with any of its artifices, the refuge
of the opprelTed, and terror of oppreffors,
M artio J has joined himfelf to this council®
a man of moft undaunted refolution and great
knowledge in maritime affairs ; famous for de-
ftroying the navy of the Franks §, and fingu-
larly happy in one particular, that he never
preferred a man who has not proved remarka-
bly ferviceable to his country. Philander |
IS mentioned with particular diftinClion; a no-
bleman who has the moft refined tafte of tha

¢ John Lord Somfrs, Prefident of the Council.

t Sidney Earl of G odolphin, Lord High Treafurer.
x Edward Russel Earl of O rford.

8 At La Hogue, in 1692.

I William Cavendish Duke of D evonshire, Lord
Steward of the Houthold.

true
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true pleafures and elegance of life, joined to an
indefatigable induftry in bulinefs; a man elo-
guent in alTemblies, agreeable in converfation,
and dextrous in all manner of public negocia-
tions. Thefc letters add, thatVERONo0”, who
Is alfo of this council, has lately fet fail to his
government of Patricia, with defign to confirm
the affections of the people in the interefts of
his Queen. This Minifter is mafler of great
abilities, and is as induftrious and reftlefs for
the prefervation of the liberties of the people,
as the greateft erfemy can be to fubvert them.
The influence of thefe perfonages, who are
men of fuch diflinguifhed parts and virtues,
makes the people enjoy the utmofi: tranquillity
in the midft of awar, and gives them undoubted
hopes of a fecure peace from their vigilance
and integrity.

Advertijement,

Upon the humble petition of Running Sta-
tioners, &c. this Paper may be had of them,
for the future, at the price of one penny-f-.

* T homas Earl of W harton, Lord 'Lieutenant of
Ireland.

t The preceding papers had been given gratis.
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