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§uic^utd agunt homines •—

ncjiri eft farrago libelli.

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 8 5 .

Whatever men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
"  Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.*’ P .

W hite ’s Chocolate-houfe, April 20.

“  W J H O  names that loft thing, love, without 
W  a tear,

“  Since fo debauch’d by ill-bred cuftoms here ?
« T o  an exaft perfeftion they have brought 
“  The adtion love, the paffion is forgot.’*

This was long ago a witty Author’s lamenta­
tion, but the evil ftill continues j and i f  a man of 
any delicacy were to attend the difeourfes of the 
young fellows o f this age, he would believe 
there were none but proftitutes to make the 
objefts of paflion. So true it is what the A u­
thor of the above verfes faid, a little before his 
death, of the modern pretenders to gallantry; 
“  they fet up for wits in this age, by faying, 
“  when they are fober, what they of the laft: 

fpoke only when they were drunk.” But 
C u p i d  is not only blind at prefent, but dead

drunk •,
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drunk ; he has loft all his faculties : elfe 
how ftiould Celia be fo long a maid, with 
that agreeable behaviour? Corinna with that 
fprightly wit? Lelbia with that heavenly voice? 
and S.icharifta, with all thofe excellencies in one 
perfon, frequent the Park, the Play, and mur­
der the poor Tits that drag her to public 
places, and not a man turn pale at her appear­
ance ? But fuch is the fallen ftate of Love, that 
i f  it were not for honeft C y n t h i o *, who is 
true to the caufe, we ftiould hardly have a 
pattern left o f the ancient worthies that way; 
and indeed he has but very little encouragement 
to perfevere; but he has a devotion, rather 
than love, for his Miftrefs, and fays.

c< Only tell her that I love.
Leave the reft to Her and Fatej 

Some kind planet from above 
M ay, perhaps, her paflion m ove; 

Lovers on their ftars muft w aitf. >5

But the ftars I am fo intimately acquainted 
with, that I can aflure him he will never have 
her : for would you believe it ? though C y n - 
THio has wit, good fenfe, fortune, and his 
very being depends upon her, the termagant for 
whom he fighs is in love with a fellow who

*  Lord Min ch in br o ke . See T a t l e r , N® i . N'’ 22. 
and L over, N “ 38.

■}• Part o f a fong by Lord C u t t s , St e e l e ’s early patron. 
See N ichols’s “  Scle^ C olleftion, 1780,”  vol. l i .  p. 327.

ftares
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ftares in the glafs all the time he is with her, 
and lets her plainly fee Ihe may pcffibly be his 
rival, but never his miftrefs. Yet C y n t h i o , 
the fame unhappy man whom I mentioned in 
my firft narrative, pleafcs himfelf with a vain 
imagination, that with the language of his eyes, 
now he has found who Ihe is, he Ihall conquer 
her, though her eyes are intent upon one who 
looks from her; which is ordinary with the Sex. 
It is certainly a miftake in the ancients to 
draw the little gentleman, L o v e , as a blind 
boy; for his real charafter is a little thief that 
fquints. For ailcMrs. Meddle, who is a confi­
dent, or fpy, upon all the paflions in town, and 
{he will tell you that the whole is a game of 
crofs purpofes. The lover is generally purfu- 
ing one who is in purfuit of another, and run­
ning from one that defires to meet him. Nay, 
the nature o f this paflion is fo juftly reprefented 
in a fquinting little thief (who is always in a 
double adion), that do but obferve Clarilfa next 
time you fee her, and you will find, when her 
eyes have made their foft tour round the com­
pany, file makes no flay on him they fay (lie 
is to marry, but refts two feconds of a minute 
on Wildair, who neither looks nor thinks on 
her, or any woman elfe. However, * C y n ­
thio had a bow from her the other day, upon 
which he is very much come to him felf; and I 
heard him fend his man of an errand yefterday,

* See T a t i.er, N“ i. N" 9. N'̂  22. N" 35. and N® 85.
without
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without any manner of hefitation j a quarter o f 
an hour after which he reckoned twenty, re­
membered he was to fup with a friend, and 
went exadtly to his appointment. I fent to 
know how he did this morning; and I find 
that he hath not forgot that he fpoke to me 
yeflerday.

W ill’s Coffee-houfe, April 20.

This week being facred to holy things, and 
no public-diverfions allowed, there has been 
taken notice o f even here a little Treatife, 
called, “  A  Projedl for the Advancement 
‘ ‘ o f Religion : dedicated to the Countefs of 
“  B e r k e l e y * ;”  the title was fo uncommon, 
and promifed fo peculiar a way o f thinking, that 
every man here has read it, and as many as 
have done fo have approved it. It is written 
with the fpirit o f one who has feen the world 
enough to undervalue it with Good-breeding. 
The Author muft certainly be a man of wifdom 
as well as piety, and have fpent much time in 
the excrcife of both. The real caufes of the de­
cay of the intereft o f Religion are fet forth in a 
clear and lively manner, without unfeafonable 
pafiions; and the whole air o f the Book, as to

*  F irft publiflied by Sw i f t  17C9. See O r r e r y ’s R e ­
marks, &c, p. 62. “  I 'h e  Gentleman 1 here intended was 
“  D r. Sw i f t , this kind o f man I thought him at that time. 
“  W e  have not met o f  late, but I hope he defcrves this cha- 
“  radtcr ftill.’* S te e le ’s A pology, &c. 410, Lond. 1714. 
p. 49.

the
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the language, the fentiments, and the reafon- 
ings, fliews it was written byone whofe virtue 
fits eafy about him, and to whom vice is tho­
roughly contemptible. It was faid by one of 
this company,alluding to that knowledge of the 
world the Author feems to have, “  The man 
“  writes much like a gentlemanj and goes to 
“  heaven with a very good mien.”

St. J ames’s Coffee-houfe, April 20.

Letters from Italy fay, that the Marquis de 
Prie, upon the receipt o f an exprefs from the 
court o f Vienna, went immediately to the pa­
lace of Cardinal Paulucci, Minifter of State to his 
Holinefs, and demanded in the name of his Im­
perial Majefty, that King Charles {hould forth­
with be acknowledged King o f Spain, by a 
folemn aft of the congregation of Cardinals ap­
pointed for that purpofe: he declared at the 
fame time, that i f  the lead hcfitation were made 
in this moft important article of the late treaty, 
he fhould not only be obliged to leave Rome 
himfelf, but alfo tranfmit his mafter’s orders to 
the Imperial troopS to face about, and return 
into the ecclefiaftical dominions. When the 
Cardinal reported this melTage to the Pope, his 
Holinefs was ftruck with fofenlible an affliflion, 
that he burft into tears: his forrow was aggra­
vated by letters which immediately after arrived 
from the Court of Madrid, wherein his Nuncio 
acquainted him, that, upon the news of his ac­

commodation
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commodatlon with the Emperor, he had re­
ceived a meflage to forbear coming to court, 
and the people were fo highly provoked, that 
they could hardly be reftrained from infulting 
his palace. Tbefe letters add, that the King 
o f Denmark was gone from Florence to Pifa, 
and from Pifa to Leghorn, where the Governor 
paid his Majefty all imaginable honours. The 
King defigned to go from thence to Lucca, 
where a magnificent tournament was prepared 
for his diverfion. An Englilh man o f war, 
which came from Port-Mahon to Leghorn in 
fix days, brought advice, that the fleet, com­
manded by Admiral Whitaker, was fafely ar­
rived at Barcelona, with the troops and am­
munition which he had taken in at Naples.

General Boneval, Governor o f Cammachio, 
had fummoned the magiftrates o f all the towns 
near that place to appear before him, and take 
an oath of fidelity to his Imperial Majefty, 
commanding alfo the gentry to pay him ho­
mage, on pain o f death and confifeation of 
goods. Advices from Svviflerland inform us, 
that the Bankers o f Qeneva were utterly ruined 
by the failure of Mr. Bernard. They add, that 
the Deputies o f the Swifs Cantons were returned 
from Soleure, where they were afTembled at 
the inftance of the French Ambaflador, but 
were very much diiTatisfied with the reception 
they had from that Minifter. It is true, he 
omitted no civilities or expreflions of friendfhip 
from his maftcr, but he took no notice of their

penfions
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penfions and arrears: what further provoked 
their indignation was, that, inftead of twenty- 
five piftoles, formerly allowed to each member 
for their charge in coming to the Diet, he had 
prefented them with fix only. They write 
fromDrefden, that King Auguftus was ftill bufy 
in recruiting his cavalry, and that the Daniih 
troops that lately ferved in Hungary had or­
ders to be in Saxony by the middle of M ay; 
and that his Majelfy of Denmark was expedled 
at Drefden in the beginning of that month. 
King Auguftus makes great preparations for 
his reception, and has appointed fixty coaches, 
each drawn by fix horfes, for that purpofe: 
the interview o f thefe Princes aifords great mat­
ter for fpeculation. Letters from Paris of the 
twenty-lecond o f this month fay, that Marftial 
Harcourt and the Duke of Berwick were pre­
paring to go into Alface and Dauphine, but 
that their troops were in want o f all manner of 
neceflaries. The Court of France had received 
advices from Madrid, that on the feventh of 
this month the States of Spain had with much 
magnificence acknowledged the Prince o f A f- 
turias prefumptive heir to the Crown. This 
was performed at Buen-Retiro; the Deputies 
took the oaths on that occafion from the hands 
o f Cardinal Portocarrero. Thefe advices add, 
that it was fignified to the Pope’s Nuncio by 
order of Council, to depart from that Court in 
twenty-four hours, and that a guard was accord­
ingly appointed to conduct him to Bayonne.

VoL. I. E Letters

I

I
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Letters from the Hague of the twenty-fixth 
inftant inform us, that Prince Eugene was to 
fet out the next day for Bruffcls, to put all 
things in a readinefs for opening the campaign. 
They add, that the grand Penfioner having 
reported to the Duke of Marlborough what 
palled in the laft conference with Mr. Rouille, 
his Grace had taken a refolution immediately 
to return to Great Britain, to communicate to 
her Majefty all that has been tranfafted in that 
important affair.

From my own Apartment, April 20.

The nature of my mifcellaneous work is fuch, 
that I fliall always take the liberty to tell for 
News fuch things (let them have happened 
never fo much before the time of writing) as 
have cfcaped public notice, or have been * mif- 
reprefented to the world j provided that I am 
ftill within rules, and trefpafs not as aTATLER 
any farther than in an incorre(5tnefs o f ftyle, 
and writing in an air of common fpeech. Thus, 
i f  any thing that is faid, even of old Anchifes 
or .(Eneas, be let by me in a different light than 
has hitherto been hit upon, in order to infpire 
the love and admiration of worthy adlions, you 
will, gentle’ reader, I hope, accept o f it for in­
telligence you had not before. But I am going

*  See the Dedication to V o l. I . and T a t . N® 9. N “ 5. 
N * 6 i .  and N® 27i.

upon
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upon a narrative, the matter o f which I know 
to be true: it is not only doing juftice to the 
deceafed merit o f fuch perfons, as, had they 
lived, would not have had it in their power to 
thank me, but alfo an inftance of the greatnefs 
o f fpirit in the loweft o f her Majefty’s lubjeiis. 
Take it as follows :

A t  the fiege o f  N am ur b y  the A llie s , there 
w ere in the ranks o f  the com pany com m anded 
by Captain P in cen t, in C olon el F rederick H a­
m ilto n ’s regim ent, one Unnion a corporal, and 
one V a lenti ne  a p rivatecen tin el: there hap­
pened between thefe tw o  men a difpute about 
a matter o f  L o v e , w h ich , upon fom e aggrava­
tions, grew  to an irreconcileable hatred. U n­
nion, being th e o ffice ro fV A L E N T iN E , took all 
opportunities even to ftrike his rival, and p ro- 
fefs the fpite and revenge w h ich  moved h im  to 
it . T h e  centinel bore it w ith o u t refinance; 
b u t frequen tly faid, he w ould die to be re­
venged o f  that tyrant. T h e y  had fpent w hole 
m onths thus, one in ju rin g, the other com plain­
in g ; w hen, in the m idft o f  this rage towards 
each other, they were commanded upon the 
attack o f  the caftle, w here the corporal received 
a (hot in the th ig h , and fell the French pref- 
fing on, and he expedling to be tram pled to 
death, called out to his enem y, A h , V a l e n­
t i n e ! can you leave m e here? V alentine  
im m ediately ran b ack, and in the m idft o f  a 
th ick  (ire o f  the F ren ch  took the corporal upon 
his back, and brou gh t h im  through all that

E 2 danger

•ts..
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danger as far as the Abbey o f Salfine, where a 
cannon ball took off his head : his body fell 
under bis enemy whom he was carrying off. 
U n n io n  immediately forgot his wound, rofe 
up, tearing his hair, and then threw himfelf 
upon the bleeding carcafs, crying, “  Ah, V a ­
l e n t i n e ! was it for me who have fo barba- 
roully.ufed thee, that thou haft died? I will 
not live after thee.” He was not by any means 
to be forced from the body, but was removed 
with it bleeding in his arms, and attended with 
tears by all their comrades who knew their 
enmity. When he was brought to a tent, his 
wounds were dreffed by force; but the next 
day, ftill calling upon V a l e n t i n e , and la­
menting his cruelties to him, he died in the 
pangs of remorfe and defpair.

It may be a queftion among men of noble 
fentiments, whether of thefe unfortunate per- 
fons had the greater foul; he that was fo gene­
rous as to venture his life for his enemy, or he 
who could not furvive the man that died, in 
laying upon him fuch an obligation ?

When we fee fpirits like thefe in a people, 
to what heights may we not fuppofe their 
glory may rife ? but (as it is excellently ob- 
lerved by Salluft*) it is not only to the gene­
ral bent of a nation that great revolutions arc 
owing, but to the extraordinary geniufes that 
lead them. On which occafion, he proceeds to

Sa l . Bell, Caul, cap. 53.
fay.
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fay, that the Roman greatnefs was neither to be 
attributed to their fuperlor policy, for in that 
the Carthaginians excelled j nor to their va­
lour, for in that the Gauls were preferable; 
but to particular men, who were born for the 
good of their country, and formed for great 
attempts. This he fays to introduce the cha- 
raders of C.ffiSAR and C a t o . It would be en­
tering into too weighty a difeourfe for this 
place, i f  I attempted to fliew, that our nation 
has produced as great and able men for public 
affairs as any other. But I believe the reader 
outruns me, and fixes his imagination upon the 
Duke of M a r l b o r o u g h . It is, methinks, a 
pleafing refleflion to confider the difpenfations 
o f Providence in the fortune of this illuftrious 
man, who, in the fpace of forty years, has 
pafTed through all the gradations of human 
life, until he has afeended to the charader of 
a Prince*!', and become the fcourge of a tyrant, 
who fat on one of the greateft thrones of Eu­
rope, before the man who was to have the

f  In the year 1704, in confequence o f  the memorable 
victory at HochjUd  ̂ the Duke of M arlborough was ap­
pointed a Prince o f  the Empire \ and had Adildenhcim aiTiga- 
ed for his Principality^ N ov. 12, 1705. M . M e s n a g e r  
fays, that this compliment, for it was little inare, made the 
Dukp o f M arlborough more haughty. “  T h is  little 
“  principality in the claim o f  the Houfc o f Bavaria muft 
“  (fays he) be rendered back again at a peace.”  D r. 
Sw if t  eftimates this compliment at 30,000!. See E x a - 
^^INER, V ol. 1. N “ 17.

E 3 greateft
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greateft part jn his downfal, had made one 
ilep into the world. But fuch elevations are 
the natural confequences of an exacft prudence, 
a calm courage, a well-governed temper, a 
patient ambition, and an affable behaviour. 
Thefe arts, as they were the ffeps to his great- 
nefs, fo they are the pillars of it now it is raifed. 
T o  this, her glorious fon, G r e a t -Br i t a i n  
is indebted for the happy conduct o f her 
arms, in whom the can boaft, that flie has pro­
duced a man formed by Nature to lead a nation 
o f  Heroes.

fui
■ul

Saturday, April 23, 1709.

S T E E L E .

•9%' ^  f
t o  a^unt homines-

nojlri eft farrago Uhellu

Ju v. Sat. i. 85, 86,

W hate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“  Our medley Paper feizes for its theme,’* P,

W i l l ’s Coffee-houfe, April 22,

I A M  juft come from vifiting Sappho ,̂ a 
fine Lady, who writes verfes, lings, dances,

and
* Sappho, whoever Ihe was, makes her appearance again 

in  T a t l e r  N** 40. A s Ihe is there renreiented to greater
advantage,
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