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greateft part jn his downfal, had made one
ilep into the world. But fuch elevations are
the natural confequences of an exacft prudence,
a calm courage, a well-governed temper, a
patient ambition, and an affable behaviour.
Thefe arts, as they were the ffeps to his great-
nefs, fo they are the pillars of it now it is raifed.
To this, her glorious fon, Great-Britain
Is indebted for the happy conduct of her
arms, in whom the can boaft, that flie has pro-
duced a man formed by Nature to lead a nation
of Heroes.

Saturday, April 23, 1709.

STEELE.

I Nf
t o a”™unt homines-
nojlri eft farrago Uhellu
Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86,

W hate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for its theme,’* P,

W it1's Coffee-houfe, April 22,

A M juft come from vifiting Sappho”, a
fine Lady, who writes verfes, lings, dances,

and
* Sappho, whoever Ihe was, makes her appearance again

in T atler N**40. As lhe is there renreiented to greater
advantage,
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and can fay and do whatever (he pleafes, with-
oat the imputation of any thing that can injure
her charadter; for flie is fo well known to have
no paffion but felf lovej or folly, but affedta-
tion; that now, upon any occalion, they only
cry,* “ It is her way!” and, That is fo like
“ her!” without farther reflection. As | came
into the room, flie cries, “ Oh! Mr. Bicker -
staff, | am utterly undonej | have broke
that pretty Italian fan I {hewed you when you
were here laft, wherein were fo admirably
drawn our firfl: parents in Paradife, aflecp in
each other’'sarms. But there is fuch an affinity
between painting and poetry, that | have been
improving the images which were raifed by
that picture, by reading the fame reprefentation
in two of our greateff: poets. Look you, here
are the fame paffages in Milton and in Dryden.
All Milton’s thoughts are wonderfully juft and
natural, in that inimitable defeription which
Adam makes of himfelf in the eighth book of
Paradife Loft. But there is none of them
finer than that contained in the following lines,
where he tells us his thoughts, when he was
falling afleep a little after the creation:

advantage, it would feem as if Steele had meant to ob-
viate feme objedtion to what Is faid of her here. Xhe em-
bellidkmentSy exaggerations™ &c. introduced into charadters
not entirely fiaitious, in order to exhibit them Incancaturay
or to fereen them from notoriety, made it at the time of
publication, not eafy, and make it now more difHcult, to
apply them with certainty to the real perfons intended.

E 4 While
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While thus I call’d, and ftray’d I knew not whither.
From whence | 6rft drew air, and firft beheld

This happ/"lightj when anfwer none return’'d.

On a green lhady bank, profufe of flowers,

Penfivc | face me down, there genJe fleep

Firft found me, and with Ibft opprefllon feiz'd

My drowned fenfe, untroubled, though | thought

| then v/as pafling to my former ftate

Infenfiblc, and forthwith to diflblvc*'.

But now | cannot forgive this odious thing,
this Drydcn, who, in his “ State of Iniio-
“ cence,” has given my great grandmother
Eve the fame apprehenflon of annihilation
on a very different occaflon j as Adam pro-
nounces it of himfelf, when he was fcized with
a pleafing hind of fhipor and deadnefs, Eve
fancies herfelf falling away, and dilfolving in
the hurry of a rapture. However, the verfes
are very good, and | do not know but what fhe
fays may be natural; | will read them:

When your kind eyes look’d languifhing on mine.

And wreathing arms did fofc embraces join;

A doubtful trembling feiz’d me firft all' o’er,

Then wifhes, and a warmth unknown before;

W hat follow’d was all ecftafy and trance,

Immortal pleafures round my fwimming eyes did
dance.

And fpeechlefs joys, in whofc fweet tumults toft,

I thought my breath and my new being loft.

* “ Paradife Fofl,” b. viii. 283.

She
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She went on, and faid a thousand good
things at random, but fo flrangely mixed, that
you would be apt to fay, all her wit is mere
good luck, and not the effe<dt of reafon and
judgement. When | made my efcape hither,
| found a gentleman playing the critic on two
other great poets, even Virgil and Homer*.
He was obferving, that Virgil is more judici-
ous than the other in the epithets he gives his
Hero. Homer’s ufual epithet, faid he, is
lionet; or WM pKTigf and his indiferetion has
been often raillied by the critics, for mentioning

* Addison, on reading here this curious remark upon
Virgil-, which he himfelf had communicated to Steele, in-
ftantly difeovered that his friend was the Author of the
T atler, to which he very foon after became a principal
contributor. He was at this time in lIreland, Secretary to
Lord W harton; and returned to England with the Lord
Lieutenant, the 8th of September following, A. D. 17009.
T ickel 1”5 Pref. to Addison’s Works.

A ddison probably mentioned this in the way of raillery
to his friend Captain Steele. The epithet I)ux of the
feminine as well as of the mafeuline gender, feems applied,
or is certainly applicable to Dido in the cave, as well as
in the fpeech of Juno, and in the narrative of Virgil,
lib. 1. /. 368. However this may be, there is an equal beauty
and propriety in the poet’s dropping on the occafion of the
meeting In the cave, his ufual epithets of Pater and Pius™
ufing limply the term Trojanus, by which he degrades his
hero to a mere man. Whatever might be the cafe in the
reign of Q. Anne, or fince, certainly in the days of . neas
and VIRG L, hiftory does not brand the military charafler
with the imputation of manners fo irreconcileable to the
chajUty of a pious man or the gravity of a father of a people®

as to warrant a promifeuous indifcriminating cenfure in
this kind.

the
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the nimblenefs of foot in Achilles, though he
defcribes him ftanding, fitting, lying down,
fighting, eating, drinking, or in any other cir-
cumfiance, however foreign or repugnant to
fpeed and adlivity, Virgil's common epithet to
IEneas is Pius, or Pater. | have therefore
confidered, faid he, what palTage there is in
any of his Hero’s aftions, where either of thefe
appellations would have been moft proper, to
fee if | could catch him at the fame fault with
Homer: and this, | think, is his meeting with
Dido in the cave, where Pius Aeneas would
have been abfurd, and Pater iEneas a bur-
Icfque: the poet therefore wifely dropped them
both for Dux “~rojanus-, which he has repeated
twice in Juno’s fpeech, and his own narration:
for he very well knew, a loofe aftion might be
confiftent enough with the ufual manners of a
foldier, though it became neither the chafiity
of a pious man, nor the gravity of the father
of a people.

G recian Coffee-houfe, April 22.

While other parts of the town are amufed
with the prefent aftions, we generally fpend
the evening at this table in enquiries into anti-
quity, and think any thing 7iews which gives
us new knowledge. Thus we are making a
very pleafant entertainment toourfelves, in put-
ting the aftions of Homer’s Iliad into an

exaft Journal.
This
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This poem is introduced by Ch”~"™"'"~*ng
of Chryfe'is and pneft of Apollo, who”™orties to
re<demand his daughter, who had been carried
off at the taking of that city, and given to
Agamemnon for his part of the booty. The
refufal he received enrages Apollo, who for
nine days fhowered down darts upon them,
which occafioned the peftilence.

The tenth day Achilles affembled the coun-
cil, and encourages Chalcas to fpeak for the
furrender of Chryfeis, to appeafe Apollo. Aga-
memnon and Achilles ftorm at one another,
notwithflanding which, Agamemnon will not
rekafe his prifoner, unlefs he has Brifcis in her
ftead. After long conteflations, wherein Aga-
memnon gives a glorious charadterof Achilles’s
valour, he determines to reftore Chryfeis to her
father, and fends two heralds to fetch away
Brifei's from Achilles, who abandons himfclf
to forrow and defpair. His mother Thetis
comes to comfort him under his afflidfion, and
promifes to reprefent his forrowful lamenta-
tion to Jupiter: but he could not attend to it;
for, the evening before, he had appointed to
divert himfelf for two days beyond the feas
with the harmlefs Ethiopians.

It was the twenty-firft day after Chryfcis’s
arrival at the camp, that Thetis went very
early to demand an audience of Jupiter. The
means he ufed to fatisfy her were, to perfuadc
the Greeks to attack the Trojans; that fo they
might perceive the confequence of contemning

Achilles,
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Achilles, and the miferies they fuffer, if he
does not head them. The next night he or-
ders Agamemnon, in a dream, to attack them;
who was deceived with the hopes of obtaining
a vidlory, and alfo taking the city, without
fharing the honour with Achilles.

On the twenty-fecond in the morning he af-
fembles the council, and having made a feint
of raifing the ficgc and retiring, he declares to
them his dreamj and, together with Neftor
and Ulyfles, refolves on an engagement.

This was the twenty-third day, which is full
of incidents, and which continues from almoft
the beginning of the fecond canto to the
eighth. The armies being then drawn up in
view of one another, Hedor brings it about that
Menelaus and Paris, the two perfons concern-
ed in the quarrel, fhould decide it by a Tingle
combat, which tending to the advantage of
Menelaus, was interrupted by a cowardice in-
fufed by Minerva: then both armies engage,
where the Trojans have the difadvantage; but
being afterwards animated by Apollo, they re-
pulfe the enemy, yet they are once again forced
to give ground; but their affairs were retrieved
by Hedor, who has a fingle combat with
Ajax. The gods threw themfelves into the
battle; Juno and Minerva took the Grecians
part, and Apollo and Mars the Trojans; but
Mars and Venus are both wounded by Dio-
medes.

The
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The truce for burying the flain ended the
twenty-third day, after which the Greeks threw
up a great intrenchment, to fecure their navy
from danger. Councils are held on both fides.
On the morning of the twenty-fourth day the
battle is renewed, but in a very difadvantageous
manner to the Greeks, who are beaten back to
their intrenchments. Agamemnon, being in
defpair at this ill fuccefs, propofes to the Coun-
cil to quit the enterprize, and retire from Troy.
But, by the advice of Neftor, he is perfuaded
to regain Achilles, by returning Chryfeis, and
fending him confiderable prefents. . Hereupon
Ulyffes and Ajax are fent to that hero, who
continues inflexible in his anger. UlylTes, at
his return, joins himfelf with Diomedes, and
goes in the night to gain intelligence of the
enemy : they enter into their very camp,
where finding the centinels afleep, they made a
great flaughter. Rhefus, who was juft then
arrived with recruits from Thrace for the
Trojans, was killed in that adlion. Here ends
the tenth canto. The fequel of this Journal
will be inferred in the next article from this
place.

St. James’s Coffee-houfe, April 22.

We hear from Italy, that the Pope has
difpatched a gentleman to compliment his
Majefty of Denmark, and fent him a pre-
fent of all the curiofities and antiquities of

1 Rome,
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Rome, reprefented in feventeen volumes very
richly bound, which were taken out of the
Vatican library. Letters from Genoa of the
fourteenth inilant fay, that a felucca was
arrived there in five days from Marfeilles,
with an account, that the people of that city
had made an infurreftion, by reafon of the
fcarcity of provifions; and that the Intendant
had ordered fome companies of marines, and
the men belonging to the gallies, to iland to
their arms to protect him from violence; but
that he began to be in as much apprehenfion of
his guards, as of thofe from whom they were
to defend him, W"en that vefiel came awav,
the foldiers murmured publicly for want of
payj and it was generally believed they would
pillage the magazines, as the garrifons of Gre-
noble and other towns of France had already
done. A vefiel which lately came into Leg-
horn brought advice, that the Britifh fquadron
was arrived at Port-Mahon, where they were
taking in more troops, in order to attempt the
relief of Alicant, which ftill made a very vigo-
rous defence. It is faid Admiral Byng will be
at the head of that expedition. The King of
Denmark was gone from Leghorn towards
Lucca.

We are alfo informed, that the Pope ufes all
imaginable Ihifts to elude the treaty concluded
with the Emperor, and that he demanded the
immediate refiitution of Comacchio; infifting
alfo, that his Imperial MajcBy /hould alk par-

9 don.
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don, and defire abfolution for what had formerly
pafied, before he would folemnly acknowledge
King Charles. But this was utterly refufed.

They hear at Vienna, by letters from Con-
ftantinople, dated the twenty-fecond of Febru-
ary laft, that on the twelfth of that month the
Grand Seignior took occafion, at the celebration
of the feftivals of the Muflulmen, to fet all the
Chriflian (laves which were in the gallies at
liberty.

Advices from Switzerland import, that the
preachers of the county of Tockenburg con-
tinue to create newjealoufies of theprotellants;
and fome difturbances lately happened there on
that account. The proteftants and papifts in
the town of Hamman go to divine fervice one
after another in the fame church, as is ufual
In many other parts of Switzerland; but on
Sunday the tenth inftant, the Popifii curate,
having ended his fervice, attempted to hinder
the proteftants from entering into the church
according tocuftomj but the protefiants brilkly
attacked him and his party, and broke into it
by force.

Lafi: night between feven and eight, his
Grace the Duke of MARLBOROUGH ar-
rived at court.

From my own Apartment, April 22.

The prcfent great captains of the age, the
Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene,

having
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having been the fubje(® of the difcourfe of the
laft company | was in; it has naturally led me
intoaconfideration of Alexander and Casfar, the
two greateft names that ever appeared before
this century. In order to enter into their cha-
raiters, there needs no more but examining their
behaviour in parallel circumftances. It muft
be allowed, that they had an equal greatnefs of
foul; but Casfar’'s was more corredled and al-
layed by a mixture of prudence and circum-
fpe€lion. This is feen confpicuoufly in one
particular in their hiftories, wherein they feem
to have fhewn exa6lly the difference of their
tempers. When Alexander, after a long courfe
of vi(Xories, would ftill have led his foldiers
farther from home, they unanimoufly refufed to
follow him. We meet with the like behaviour
in Cjefar's army in the midft of his march
againft Arioviftus. Let us therefore obferve
the condudl of our two generals in fo nice an
affair.  And here we find Alexander at the
head of his army, upbraiding them with their
cowardice, and meannefs of fpirit; and in the
end telling them plainly he would go forward
himfelf, though net a man followed him.
This filewed indeed an exceffive bravery; but
how would the commander have come off, if
the fpeech had not fucceeded*, and the foldiers

e Steele Teens to allude here to the verv perilous fitua-
tion of sa~esy With the huge hangman, and his fword drawn
to cut off his head, in cafe the audience did not approve his
piece. SeeD.ofBuckingham’s“ Rehearfa),” Ad I.Sc. i.

had
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had taken him at his word ? the project ieems
of a piece with Mr. Bayes’'sin “ The Rc-

hearlal,” who, to gain a clap in his pro-
logue, comes out with a terrible fellow in a
fur-cap following him, and tells his audience,
if they would not like his play, he would lie
down and have his head flruck off. If this
gained a clap, all was well j but if not, there
was nothing left but for the executioner to do
his office. But Crsfar would not leave the
fuccefs of his fpeech to fuch uncertain events:
he ffiews his men die unreafonablenefs of their
fears in an obliging manner, and concludes,
that if none elfe would march along with him,
he would go himfelf with the tenth legion*
for he ivas affured of their fidelity and valour,
though all the reft forfoojt, him; not but that,
in all probability, they were as much againft
the march as the reft. The refuk of all was
very natural: the tenth legion, fired with the
praifes of their general, fend thanks to him for
the juft opinion he entertains O™ them ; apd the
reft, aftiamed to be outdone, affu-re hhn, that
they are as ready to follow where he plcafes to
lead them, as any other p~rt of the arjiny.

Adv. The Common Piayer in die ancient Britilh
or Welch language, compleat with 39 Acti<”es, Singing
PfahnSt ~c. in i2ino. Publiihed wUh .the licence and ap-
probation of the Bifliops, anjl purged frpm fome hundred

of the former editions. To fubfcxibers 7/. 19J. per
hundred; 20f. per dozen to thofe who give them
and 2J. for every fingle book. Sold,by RoSjert Whitl*;~<”
at the Bible in Ave-Mary-lane. T at. infolio.
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