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But as foon as the meffenger o f peace had made 
fome low reply, in which, methought, I heard 
the word Iberia  ̂ the heroine, afluming a more 
fevere air, but fuch as fpoke refolution without 
rage, returned him the olive, and again veiled 
her face. Loud cries and clafhing of arms im­
mediately followed, which forced me from my 
charming vifion, and drove me back to thefe 
manfions of care and forrow.

Mr. B i c k e r s t a f f  thanks Mr. Q u a r - 
t e r s t a f f  for his kind and inllrudtive letter 
dated the 26th inftant.

N° 9. Saturday, April 30, 1709.

S T E E L E .

^ icquid agunt homines----------

nojiri ejl farrago lihelli,

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

' '  Whatever men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
** Our medley Paper feizes for it's theme.*’ P ,

W il l ’s Coffee-houfe, April 14.

T h i s  evening we were entertained with 
T he O l d  B a c h e l o r *,  a comedy of

deferved
*  B y  C o n g r e v e . His firft play,, and firft a£led in 

1693. Sc c T a t l e r , N "  193. Notwiihftanding all that
is

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



N** 9 . T H E  T A T L E R . 9 *

deferved reputation. In the charaiter which 
gives name to the play, there is excellently 
reprefented the rcludance o f a battered de­
bauchee to come into the trammels o f order 
and decency: he neither languilhes nor burns, 
but frets for love. The gentlemen o f more 
regular behaviour are drawn with much fpirit 
and wit, and the drama introduced by the dia­
logue o f the firft fcene with uncommon, yet 
natural converfation. The part o f Fondlewife 
is a lively image of the unfeafonable fondnefs 
o f age and impotence. But inflead of fuch 
agreeable works as thefe, the town has for half 
an age been tormented with infedts called Eajy 
Writers^ whofe abilities M r. Wychcrly one 
day defcribed excellently well in one word : 
“  That,” fays he, “  among thefe fellows is 
** called Eafy Writingt'ffhiQh any one may eafily 

write.” Such janty fcribblers are fo juftly 
laughed at for their fonnets on Phillis and 
Chloris, and fantaftical defcriptions in them, 
that an ingenious kinfman of mine, o f the fa­
mily o f the St a f f s , M r. H u m p h r e y  W a g -  
s t a f f  by name, has, to avoid their ftrain, run 
into a way perfectly new, and defcribed things

is faid either here or in N® 193 in commendation o f  this 
play, the remarks of C ollier upon fome paffages in it, in 
his “  Short view o f  the profanenefs and immorality o f  the 
Englilh  ftage,”  are not void o f  truth, or o f  found criticifm. 
T h e y  regard not the ftrudure o f  the play, but fome liberti- 
nifm& in which the author has indulged himfelf.

exa6Uy
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exactly as they happen : he never forms 
fields, or nymphs, or groves, where they are 
not; but makes the incidents jufi: as they 
really appear. For an example of i t ; I fiole 
out o f his manufcript the following lines : they 
are a defcription of the morning, but o f the 
morning in town; nay, of the morning at this 
end of the town, where my kinfman at prefent 
lodges.

Now hardly here and there an hackney-coach 
Appearing, Ihow’d the ruddy morn’s approach. 
N ow  Betty from her mailer’s bed had flown.
And foftly ftole to difcompofc her own.
T he fliplhod ’prentice, from his mafter’s door.
H ad par’d the ftreet, and fprinkled round the floor; 
Now M oll had whirl’d her mop with dextrous airs. 
Prepar’d to fcrub the entry and the flairs.
T h e  youth with broomy flumps began to trace 
T h e kennel-edge, where wheels had worn the place. 
T h e fmali-coal man was heard with cadence deep. 
T ill  drown’d in Ihriller notes o f chimney-fwcep. 
Duns at his Lordfhip’s gates began to meet;
A nd brick-duflM oll had fcream’d thro* half a flreet: 
l ‘he turnkey now his flock returning fees,
D uly let out a’ nights to fteal for fees.
T he watchful bailiffs take their filent ftands;
And fchool-boys lag with facchels in their hands.

All that I apprehend is, that dear Numps* 
will be angry I have publifhcd thefe lines; not

*  D r. Sw i f t . See S w i f t ’s W orks, vol. V I .  p. 39. P. 
and T a t l e r , N® 238.

that
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gether, to tell any miftaken man he is not what 
he believes he is, to diftinguilh merit*, and ex- 
pofe falfe pretences to it, is a liberty our fa­
mily has by law in them, from an intermar­
riage with a daughter of Mr. ScoGGiN-f-, the 
famous droll o f the laft century. This right 
I defign to make ufe of; but will not en­
croach upon the above-mentioned adepts, or 
any other. At the fame time, I flull take all 
the privileges I may, as an Englifhman, and 
will lay hold of the late ad of naturalization to 
introduce what I lhall think fit from France. 
The ufe o f that law may, I hope, be extended 
to people the polite world with new charaders, 
as well as the kingdom itfelf with new fubjeds^ 
Therefore an author o f that nation, called L a  
B r u y e r e J ,  I lhall make bold with on fuch 
occafions.' The laft perfon I read of in that 
writer was Lord T imon. T imon, fays my au­
thor, is the moft generous of all men; but is 
fo hurried away with that, ftrong impulfe of 
beftowing, that he confers benefits without

* See D e d ic a t io n , and T a t l . N* 3. N * 5 i ,  N° 64., 
and N “ 271. ^

t  ScocciN  was a buffoon in the reijjn of K . J ames  I. 
J St e e l e , it has been faid, alluded to the D, of O r ­

mond, whofe domeftics enriched themfelves at the expence 
of their mafter. I his .eems very piobable from a pafTage 
in “  The E x a m in e r ,”  vol. I![. p. 48. L a B r u y e r e ’s 
Timon is a Mifanthrope.— 'fhe character of Lord Timon was 
originally drawn by JjTEELE, and had, as he thought, a 
ftrikina r».femblance to his own. See his apology for it. 
G u a r d . N - 53.

diftindion.
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diftindion, and is munificent without laying 
obligations. For all the unworthy, who receive 
from him, have fo little fenfe of this noble in­
firmity, that they look upon themfelves rather 
as partners in a fpoil, than partakers o f a 
bounty. The other day, coming into Paris, I 
met T imon going out on horfeback, attended 
only by one fervant. It ftruck me with a 
fudden damp, to fee a man of fo excellent a 
difpofition, and who underftood making a figure 
fo well, fo much fiiortened in his retinue. But, 
pafling by his houfe, I faw his great coach 
break to pieces before his door, and by a 
ftrange inchantment immediately turned into 
many different vehicles. The firft was a very 
pretty chariot, into which flepped his Lord- 
fiiip’s fecretary. The fecond was hung a little 
heavier; into that ftrutted the fat fteward. In 
an inftant followed a chaife, which was entered 
by the butler. The reft of the body and 
wheels were forthwith changed into go-carts, 
and run away with by the nurfes and brats of 
the reft of the family. What makes thefe 
misfortunes in the affairs of T imon the more 
aftonifhing is, that he has better underftanding 
than thofe who cheat h im ; fo that a man 
knows not which more to wonder at, the inr 
difference of the mafter, or the impudence of 
the fervant.

I

W hite ’s

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



9 6 T H E  T A T L E R , N ‘

W hite’s Chocolate-Iioufe, April 29.

It is a matter o f much fpeculation among the 
beaux  ̂ and oglers, what it is that can have 
made fo hidden a change, as has been of late 
obferved, in the whole behaviour o f P a s t o - 
KELLA, who never fat hill a moment until ftie 
was eigliteen, which fhe has now exceeded by 
two months. Her aunt, who has the care of 
her, has not been always fo rigid as ihe is at 
this prefent date; but has fo good a fenfe of 
the frailty of woman, and fallhood of man, that 
Hie refolved on all manner of methods to keep 
P a s t o r e l l a , if  poffible, in fafety, againlt 
herfelf and all her admirers. At the fame time 
the good lady knew by long experience, that

* ({
((
((
«c
«c

A  B eau , in the days o f  Q. Anne, was a peculiar 
charaiSler diftinguiflied by bold itrokcs, as having horfes 
o f  a particular colour, or the like. In procefs o f  time, 
this diftindtion was lofV, and the word was applied in- 
difcriminately to all fine mtn  ̂ as the lower female vulgar 

“  term them. As foon as B eau became a nomen multitu- 
“  dinisy there was a neceffity o f  ranging the fine men into 
“  different claffes, and it is but juifice to this age to fay, 
“  that it has invented a name for almoft every charaffer that 

diftinguifhes itfelf by drefs or behaviour, from the plain 
“  men who chufe to pafs unobferved in the crowd.”  

According to the pn-ceding account. B eau Fielding is re- 
prefented under the name o f  O rlando the Fair, as riding 
in-a finguiar vehicle conH'j'u<fled on purpofe for difplayinsr 
his large fizeadvantageoufly, h e ,  T a t . N** 50. and N® 51. 
Ben. Jonfon's B eau  is in a different llyle, “  for he intro- 
“  duces a fellow j'moakingy as a maik o f  foppery.”  T  a t . 
N® 42. and N® 26. S p tc .  N® 278. and N® 631. G u a r . 
N® 10. and N® 62.

a gay
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a gay inclination, curbed too raflily, would but 
run to the greater excefTes for that reftrainti (he 
therefore intended to watch her, and take fome 
opportunity of engaging her infenfibly in her 
own interefts, without the anguilh of an admo­
nition. You are to know then, that mifs, with 
all her flirting and ogling, had alfo naturally 
a ftrong curiolity in her, and was the greatell 
eaves-dropper breathing. P a r i s a t i s  (for fo 
her prudent aunt is called) obferved this hu­
mour, and retires one day to her clofet, into 
which ihe knew P a s t o r e l l a w o u M peep, and 
liflen to know how llie was employed. It hap­
pened accordingly! î̂ d the young lady faw 
her good governante on her knees, and, after 
a mental behaviour  ̂ break into thefe words, 

As for the dear child committed to my care, 
“  let her fobriety o f carriage, and feverity of 
“  behaviour, be fuch as may make that noble 
“  lord who is taken with her beauty, turn his 
“  defigns to fuch as are honourable.'”  Here 
P a r i s a t i s  heard her niece nefUe clofer to the 
key-hole: flie then goes on; “  Make her the 
** joyful mother o f a numerous and wealthy 
“  offspring! ^nd let her carriage be fuch, as 
“  may make this noble youth expe6l the blcf- 
“  fings of an happy marriage, from the fingu- 
“  larity of her life, in this loofe and cenfo- 
“  rious age.” Mifs, having heard enough, 
fneaks off for fear of difcovery, and immediately 
at her glafs alters the fitting of her head j then 
pulls up her tucker, and forms herfclf into the 

VoL. I. II cxadt
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exa£t manner of L in d a m ir a : in a word, be­
comes a fincere convert to every thing that is 
commendable in a fine young ladyj and two 
or three fuch matches, as her aunt feigned in 
her devotions, are at this day in her choice. 
This is the hiftory and original caufe o f P a s - 
t o r e l l a ’s converfion from coquetry. The 
prudence in the management of this young 
lady's temper, and good judgment of it, is 
hardly to be exceeded. I fcarce remember a 
greater inftance of forbearance of the ulual 
peevifh way with which the aged treat the 
young than this, except that of our famous 
N o y ^, whofe good-nature went fo far, as to 
make him put oif his admonitions to his fon, 
even until after his death; and did not give 
him his thoughts of him, until he came to 
read that memorable paflage in his w ill: ** All 

the reR of my eftate,”  fays he, * *  I leave to 
** my fon E dWard  (who is executor to this 
* *  my will) to be fquandered as he lliall think 

f it : I leave it him for that purpofe, and 
hope no better from him." A generous 

difdain, and reflection upon how little he de- 
ferved from fo excellent a father, reformed the

* W i l l ia m  N o t , o f 3t. Burlan In Cornwall, gentle­
man, was made Attorney General in 1631; his will is dated 
June 3, 1634, about a month or fix weeks before his death. 
T h e  expedient did not operate an alteration in his fon, fo 
altogether favourable; for within two years E d w a r d  was 
llain in a duel by one Captain B y r o n , who was pardoned 
for it. W ood’s Atben, O xon. ediu 1691. vol. 1. 506.

young
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young man, and made E d w a r d  from an arrant 
rake become a fine gentleman.

St. J ames’s Coffec-houfe, April 29.

Letters from Portugal o f the eighteenth in- 
ftant, dated from Eftremos, fay, that on the 
fixth the Earl o f Galway arrived at that place, 
and had the fatisfa^lion to fee the quarters 
well furniihed with all manner o f provifions, 
and a quantity o f bread fufficient for fubfifi- 
ing the troops for fixty days, befides bifeuit 
for twenty-five days. The enemy give out, 
that they fliall bring into the field fourteen 
regiments o f horfe, and twenty-four battalions. 
The troops in the fervice o f Portugal will make 
up 14,000 foot, and 4000 horfe. On the day 
thefe letters were difpatched, the Earl o f Gal­
way received advice, that the Marquis de Bay 
was preparing for fome enterprize, by ga­
thering his troops together on the frontiers. 
Whereupon his Excellency refolved to go that 
fame night to Villa Viciofa, to alTemble the 
troops in that neighbourhood, in order to dif- 
appoint his defigns.

Yefierday in the evening Captain Foxton, 
Aid-de-Camp to Major-General Cadogan, ar­
rived here exprefs from the Duke of Marlbo­
rough. And this day a mail is come in with 
letters from Brullels of the fixth of May, N . S, 
which advife, that the enemy had drawn toge­
ther a body, confifting of 20,000 men, with a

H 2 defign.
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defign, as was fuppofed, to intercept the great 
convoy on the march towards Lille, which was 
fafely arrived at Menin and Courtray, in its 
way to that place, the French having retired
without making any attempt.

W e hear from the Hague, that a perfon of 
the firft quality is arrived in the Low Countries 
from France, in order to be a Plenipotentiary 
in an enfuing treaty o f peace.

Letters from France acknowledge, thatMon- 
fieur Bernard has made no higher offers of fatif* 
fadion to his creditors than of 35I. per cent, 

Thefe advices add, that the Marfhal Bouf-  ̂
flers, MonfieurTorcy (who diftinguilhed him-* 
felf formerly, by advifing the Court of France 
to adhere to the treaty of Partition) and Mon- 
fieur d’Harcourt (who negociated with Cardi-  ̂
nal Portocarrero for the fucceffion o f the crown 
o f Spain in the houfe of Bourbon) are all 
three joined in a commiffion for a treaty of 
peace. The Marfhal is come to G hent: the 
other two are arrived at the Hague,

It is confidently reported here, that the right 
honourable the Lord TownOiend is to go with 
his Grace the Duke of Marlborough into HoL 
land.

M r. B i c f c E R S T A F F  has received the 
epilUes o f Mrs. R e b e c c a  W a g s t a f f ,  T i ­
m o t h y  P i k e s t a f f  and W a g s t a f f ,  which 
he will acknowledge farther as occafion (hall

XT.N JO,
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