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N “ 10. Tucfday, May 3, 17009.
STEELE.

§uicqmd agunt homines-~—
nojiri ejifarrago libelli.
Juv. Sac. 1. 85, 86.

“ Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
Our medley Paper feizes for it's theme.” P.

By Mrs. Jenny Distaff*, Half-Sifter to
Mr. Bickerstaff.

From my own Apartment, May 1.

y brother Isaac, having a fudden occa-
I\/I fton to go out of tOwWTif ordered me to take
upon me the difpatch of the next advices from

home, with liberty to fpeak in my own way;

not

* We find MI/Sf a contraction of M ljIrtfi. in Miege’s
French Diftionary, 1688; but in 1709 the appellation
of Miss feems to have been given only to girls not yet in
their teens, or to indifereet and inconfiderate young women.
In N'*9. the giddy Pofiortlla is ftyled M ift but here it
is Mrs. Jenny Dijiaf\ and file was only turned of twenty.
N® 33. A young lady ridiculed for her unbecoming and
injudicious head-drefs is ftyled Miss Gruel. N® 212. but
in N“i39, it isMistress and not Miss and the
fame oblervation occurs in N® 175, in N® 189, and in
Spec. N®496. Depintrle is named M adam in T at. N® 7,
~Nid it is Madam o ijiaff in N® 140.- A young lady of

H 3 nineteea
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not doubting the allowances which would be
given to a writer of my fex. You may be fure
| undertook it with much fatisfadlion: and |
confefs, | am not a little pleafed with the op-
portunity of running oyer all the papers in his
clofet, which he has left open for my ufe on
this occafion. The firfl that I lay my hands
on, is a treatife concerning “ the empire of

beauty/' and the eifeds it has had in all na-
tions of the world, upon the public and pri-
vate aftions of men; with an appendix, which
he calls, The Bachelor’'s fcheme for govern-
“ing his wife.” The firft thing he makes this
gentleman propofe, is, that fhe Ihall be no wo-
man; for fhe is to have an averlion to balls, to
operas, to vifits; (he is to think his company
fufEcient to fill up all the hours of life with
great fatisfaElion : fhe is never' to believe any
other man, wife, learned, or valiant; or at leaft,
but in a fecond degree. In the next place, he
intends Ihe {hall be a cuckold; but experts,
that he hipifelf rnuft live in perfed: fecurity
from that terror. He dwells a great while on

nineteen is called Mistress in Spec. 534. We meet
Twuh a Miss Lidd”™ in Spec. 306. and the title of ho-
nour given to her elder filler is M adam Marthoy but her
precife age is not mentioned. See alfo Spec. N®531. N’
538. and N®579. In Congreve’s “ fVay of the norldy*
An. 1700, hStil. fc. 7. it is MiISTRESs,and once Madam

M'tllamanty Marwood. Shak%eare dif-
tinguifhes maidens from their mothers, by adding the chrif-
tian names; “ Mistress Ann Pagty* Anno 1601. See

Tat. N“13. note A.
inftrudioD5
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inftruftions for her difcreet behaviour, in cafe
of his falfhood. | have not patience with thefe
unreafonable expe/ations, therefore turn back
to the treatife itfelf. Here indeed my brother
deduces all the revolutions among men from
the paflion of love; and in his preface an-
fwers that ufual obfervation againft us, “ that
“ there is no quarrel without awoman in it;”
with a gallant affertion, that “ there is nothing
“ elfe worth quarrelling for.” My brother is
of acomplexion truly amorous; all his thoughts
and anions carry in them atincture of that oblig-
Ing incliriation; and this turn has opened his eyes
to fee, that we are not the inconfiderable crea-
tures which unlucky pretenders to our favour
would inlinuate. He obferves, that no man be-
gins to makeany tolerable figure, until he fets out
with the hopes of pleafing fome one of us. No
fooner he takes that in hand, but he pleafes every
one elfe by the bye. It has an immediate effed:
upon his behaviour. ThereisCol. Ranter?¥,
who never fpoke without an oath, until he faw
the Lady Betty Modish; now, never gives his
man an order, but it is, “ Pray, Tom, do it.”
The drawers where he drinks live in perfect
happinefs. He afked W ill at the George the

¢ There is probably an allufion here to the celebrated
Mrs. Anne Oidfild and Brigadier General Churchill.
Mrs. O. played at this time inimitably well the chara£ier
of Lady Betty Modijh in the “ Carekfs Hulband,” which
the author, Cibber, acknoiA ledges was not only written for
her, but copied from her, fo that fits was both the player,
&pd the original of the charafter.

H 4



104 THE TATLER. N 1q,

Other day, how he did? Where he ufed to fay™
“ Damn it, it is foj” he now “ believes there
Is fonie miftakej he rnuft confefs, he is of
another opinion; but however he will not
“infift.”

Every temper, except downright infipid, is
to be animated and foftened by the influence of
beauty : but of this untradlable fort is a lifelefs
handfome fellow that vifits us, whom | have
dreffed at this twelve-month; but he is as in-
fenfible of all the arts | ufe, as if he converfed
all that time with his nurfe. He out-does our
whole fex in all the faults our enemies impute
to us; he has brought lazinefs into an opinion,
and makes his indolence his philofophy: info-
much that no longer ago than yefterday in the
evening he gave me this account of himfelf:
“ 1 am, Madam, perfedtly unmoved at all
‘* that palTes among men, and feldom give my-
felf the fatigue of going among them; but
when | do, | always appear the fame thing
to thofc whom | converfe with. My hours
of exiftence, or being awake, are from eleven
in the morning to eleven at night; half of
** which 1 live to myfelf, in picking my teeth,
“ wafhing my hands, paring my nails, and
looking in the glafs. The infignificancy of
my manners to the refl; of the world, makes
the laughers call me a NidnunCy a phrafe
which | neither underftand, nor fliall ever
enquire what they mean by it. The laft of
me each night is at St. James’s cofFee-houfe,

¥ V where
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** where | converfe, yet never fall into a dif-
“ pute on any occalion ; but leave the under-
landing | have, paffive of all that goes
through it, without entering into the bufinefs
of life. And thus, Madam, have | arrived
by lazinefs, to what others pretend to by
** philofophy, a perfect neglect of the world.'*
Sure, if our fex had the liberty of frequenting
public houfes and converfatioiis, we fl:iould
put thefe rivals of our faults and follies out
of countenance. However, we lhall foon have
the pleafure of being acquainted with them
one way or other; for my brother Isaac de-
ligns, for the ufe of pur fex, to give the exadt
charadlers of all the chief politicians, who fre-
guent any of the coffee-houfes from St. James’s
to the Exchange; bqgt dehgns to begin with
that clufter of 'wife-heads, as they are found
fitting every evening from the left-fide of the
fire at the Smyrna, to the door. This will
be of great fervice for us, and | have authority
to promife an exadl journal of their delibera-
tions; the publication of which I am to be
allowed for pin-money. In the mean time,
| call: my eye upon a new book, which gave
me more plealing entertainment, being a fixth
part of Mifcellany Poems publilhed by]JACOB
T onson®, which, | find by my brother’s notes
upon it, no way inferior to the other volumes.
There is, it feems, in this, a colledtionof the

t Ufually called “ Dryden’sCollcElion.” See N” 12,
bell
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beft paftorals that have hitherto appeared in
England; but among them none fuperior to
that dialogue between Sylvia and Dorinda,
written by one of my own fex*; where all our
little weaknefles are laid open in a manner
more juft, and with truer raillery, than ever
man yet hit upon.

Only this I now difeern,
From the things thou'dft have me learn.
That womankind’s peculiar joys
From paft or prefent beauties rife.

But, to re-aftume my firft defign, there
cannot be a greater inftance of the command
of females, than in the prevailing charms of
the heroine in the play, which was adted this
night, called, A11 for Love ; or, World
well 10Ji'\. The enamoured Antony refigns
glory and power to the force of the attrac-
tive Cleopatra, whofe charms were the de-
fence of her diadem againft a people otherwife
invincible. It is fo natural for women to talk
of themfelves, that it is to be hoped, all my
own fex at leaft will pardon me, that | could
fall into no other difeourfe. If we have their
favour, we give ourfelves very little anxiety for
the reft of our readers. | believe | fee a fen-
tence of Latin in my brother’'s day-book of

* By Mrs. Elizabeth Singer, celebrated by Prior
in many parts of his poems, and afterwards Mrs. Rowe.
+ By D ryden, firft a™ed in the year i67{J»

wit.
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wit, which feems applicable on this occafion,
and in contempt of the critics,

ITrifiitiam  metus
~radam protervis in mare Creticum
Vortare ventis. Hor. i Od. xxvi. 2.

No boding fears ihall break my reft.
Nor anxious cares invade my breafti
Puff them, ye wanton gales, away.
And plunge them in the Cretan fea.
R. W ynne,

But | am interrupted by a packet from Mr.
Kidney, from St. James’s coffee-houfe, which
I am obliged to infert in the very flyle and
words which Mr. Kidnev ufes in his letter.

St. J ames’s Coffee-houfe, Maya.

We arc advifed by letters from Bern, dated
the firfl; inftant, N. S. that the Duke of Ber-
wick arrived at Lyons the twenty-fifth of the
laft month, and continued his journey the next
day to vifit the palfes of the mountains, and
other pofts in Dauphine and Provence. Thefc
letters alfo informed us, that the miferies of
the people in France are heightened to that
degree, that unlefs a peace be fpeedily con-
cluded, half of that kingdom would perifh for
want of bread. On the twenty-fourth, the
Marfhal de Thefle pafied through Lyons, in
his way \g Yerlailles 1, and two battalions,

which
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which were marching from Alface to reinforce
the army of the Duke of Berwick, pafled alfo
through that place. Thofe troops were to be
followed by fix battalions more.

Letters from Naples of the fixteenth of April
lay, that the Marquis de Prie’s fon was arrived
there, with inftrudions from' his father, to fig-
nify to the Vice-roy the neceflity his Imperial
Majefty was under, of defiring an aid frorn that
kingdom, for carrying on the extraordinary ex-
pences of the war. On the fourteenth of the
fame month, they made a review of the Spanifli
troops in that garrifon, and afterwards of the
marines; one part of whom will embark with
thofe defigned for Barcelona, and the reft are
to be fent on board the galleys appointed to
convoy provifions to that place.

We hear from.Rome, by letters dated the
twentieth of April, that the Count de Mellos,
envoy from the King of Portugal, had made
his public entry into that city with much ftate
and magnificence. The Pope has lately held
two other confiftorics, wherein he made a pro-
motion of two cardinals; but the acknowledge-
ment of king Charles is ftill deferred.

Letters from other parts of Italy advife us,
that the Doge of Venice continues dangeroufly
ill : that the Prince de Carignan, having rer
lapfed into a violent fever, died the twenty-
third of April, in his eightieth year.

Advices from Vienna of the twenty-feventh
of April import, that the archbiftio.p of Saltz-r

burg
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burg is dead, who is fucceeded by Count Har-
rach, formerly bifhop of Vienna, and for thefc
laft three years coadjutor to the faid archbifliop;
and that Prince Maximilian of Litchtenftein is
likewife departed this life at his country feat
called Cromaw in Moravia, Thefe advices
add, that the Emperor has named Count Zin-
zendorf. Count Goes, and Monfleur Conf-
bruck, for his plenipotentiaries in an enfuing
treaty of peace; and they hear from Hungary,
that the Imperialifts have had feveral fuccefsful
fkirmilhes with the malcontents.

Letters from Paris, dated May the fixth,
fay, that the Marflial de Theffe arrived there on
the twenty-ninth of the laft month, and that
the Chevalier de Beuil was fent thither by Don
Pedro Ronquillo with advice, that the confe-
derate fquadron appeared before Alicant on the
feventeenth, and, having for fome time can-
nonaded the city, endeavoured to land fome
troops for the relief of the caftle; but general
Stanhope, finding the pafles well guarded,
and the enterprize dangerous, demanded to
capitulate for the caftle; which being granted
him, the garrifon, confifting of 600 regular
troops, marched out with their arms and bag-
gage the day following; and being received on
board, they immediately fet fail for Barcelona.
Thefe letters add, that the march of the French
and Swifs regiments is further deferred for a
few days; and that the Duke of Noailles was

juft
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juft ready to fet out for Rouffillon, as well as
the Count de Bezons for Catalonia.

The fame advices fay, bread was fold at
Paris for fixpence a pound; and that there was
not half enough, even at that rate, to fupply
the neceflities of the people, which reduced
them to the utmoft defpair; that 300 men had
taken up arms, and, having plundered the
market of the fuburb of St. Germain, preffed
down by the multitude the king’s guards who
oppofed them. Two of thofe mutineers were
afterwards feized and condemned to death;
but four others went to the magiftratc who
pronounced that fentence, and told him, he
muft expert to anfwer with his own life for
thofe of their comrades. All order and fenfe
of government being thus loft among the en-
raged people; to keep up a Ihow of authority,
the captain of the guards, who faw all their in-
folence, pretended, that he had reprefented to
the king their deplorable condition, and had
obtained their pardon. It is further reported,
that the Dauphin and Duchefs of Burgundy, as
they went to the opera, were furrounded by
crowds of people, who upbraided them with
their neglect of the general calamity, in going
to diverfions, when the whole people were
ready to perifh for want of bread. Edifts are
daily publiftied to fupprefs thefe riots; and
papers, with menaces againft the government,
as publicly thrown about. Among others,
thefe words were dropped in a court of juf-

tice.
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tice, “ FrancewantsaRavilliac oraJesuit
to deliver her.”

We are advifed by letters from the Hague,
dated the tenth inftant, N. S. that on the fixth
the Marquis de Torcy arrived there from
Paris; and offered to communicate to Mon-
fieur H«infius the propofals which he had to
make; but the penfionary refufed to fee them,
and faid, he would fignify it to the States,
who deputed fome of their own body to
acquaint him, that they would enter into no
negociation until the arrival of his grace the
-Duke of Marlborough, and the other minifters
of the alliance. Prince Eugene was expeded
there the twelfth inftant from Bruflels. It is
faid, that befides Monftcur de Torcy, and Mon-
fieur Pajot, diredior-general of the pofts, there
are two or three perfons at the Hague wvhofe
names are not known; but it is fuppofed,
that the Duke d’Alba, embaflador from the
Duke of Anjou, was one of them. The States
have fent letters to all the cities of the pro-
vinces dehring them to fend their deputies to
receive the propofitions of peace made by the
court of France.

In the abfence of Mr. BickerstafT,
Mrs. Distaff has received Mr. Nathaniel
Broomstick’'s letter.

Under the fignature of Nathaniel Broomstick, the
fubfequent Paper, or hints for it, might have been commu-
nicated to Steele by Swift, by Anthony Henley, Efq.
or by Mr. Jabez Hughes. SeeT at. N* ii, and Notes.
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