
1 T H E  T A T L E R .

N* I I .  Thurfday, May 9, 1709.

S T E E L E .

^icquid agunt homines — —
nojlri eft farrago libelli.

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

Whatever men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“  Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.”  P.

By I s a a c  B i c k e r s t a f f , Efquire.

W i l l ’s CofFee-houfe, May y.

AKinfman has fent me a letter, wherein he 
informs me, he had lately refolved to 

write an heroic poem, but by bufinefs has been 
interrupted, and has only made one limilitude, 
which he Ihould be afflided to have wholly 
lo ft; and begs of me to apply it to fomething, 
being very defirous to fee it well placed in the 
world. I am fo .willing to help the diftrefted, 
that I have taken it in ; but, though his greater 
genius might very well diftinguifti his verfes 
from mine, I have marked where his begin. 
His lines are a defeription of the fun in cclipfe, 
which I know nothing more like than a brave 
man in forrow, who bears it as he fhould,

without

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



N M i . t h e  t a t l e r .

'without imploring the pity o f his friends, or 
being dejcded with the contempt o f his ene­
mies : as in the cafe of Cato.

When al! the globe to Csfar’s fortune bow'd, 
Cato alone his empire difallow’d j 
With inborn ftrength alone oppos’d mankind. 
With heav’n in view, to all below it blind: 
Regardlefs of his friends applaufe, or moan.
Alone triumphant, fince he falls alone*.

“  Thus when the Ruler of the genial day 
Behind fome dark’ning planet forms his way, 
Defponding mortals, with officious care,
The concave drum and magic brafs prepare; 
Implore him to fuftain th’ important fight.
And fave depending worlds from cndlefs night:

“  Fondly they hope their labour may avail 
“  To eafe his conflict, and alTift his toil,

Whilft he, in beams of native fplendor bright,
“  (Tho’ dark his orb appear to human fight) 

Shines to the gods with more diffufive light 
“  To diftant ftars with equal glory burns,

Inflames their lamps, and feeds their golden urns. 
Sure to retain his known fuperior trait.
And proves the more illuftrious by defeft.”

This is a very lively image; but I mufi take 
the liberty to fay, my kinfman drives the fun a

* T h e  verfes are b y  M r. J abe2 Hughes, who Teems 
therefore, to have fome claim to be confidercd as the author 
o f  this number, or at leaf! o f the firfi part o f  the Paper.

VoL. I. little
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little like Phaeton^: he has all the warmth of 
‘Phcehus  ̂ but will not ftay for his diredion of 
it. A-vail and7 o//, defeB and traB, will never 
do for rhymes. But, however, he has the 
true fpirit in him ; for which reafon I was w ill­
ing to entertain any thing he pleafed to fend 
ine. The fuhjed wiiich he writes upon natu­
rally raifes great reflections in the foul, and puts 
us in mind of the mixed condition which we 
mortals are to fupport; which, as it varies to 
good or bad, adorns or defaces our aCtions to 
the beholders; all which glory and fhame mull 
end in, what we fo much repine at, death. But 
doctrines on this occafion, any other than that 
of living well, are themoft infignificant and mofl 
empty of all the labours of men. None but a 
tragedian can die by rule, and wait till he dif- 
covers a plot, or fiys a fine thing upon his 
exit. In real life, this is a cMmara; and by 
noble fpirits it will be done decently, without 
the oftentation of it. W e fee men of all con­
ditions and characters go through it with equal 
refolution : and if we conflder the fpeeches of 
the mighty philofophers, heroes, lawgivers, arid 
great captains, they can produce no more in 
a difeerning fpirit, than rules to make a man a 
fop on his death-bed. Commend me to that 
natural greatnefs of foul, exprelTed by an inno­
cent, and confequently refolutecountry-fcllow, 
who faid in the pains of the cholic, I f  I

*  O v i d . M etam , II . i .
“  once
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once get this breath out o f my body, you 
“  fhall hang me before you put it in again.’' 
Honeft N e d ! and fo he died**

But it is to be fuppofcd, that from this place 
you may expeft an account o f fuch a thing 
as a new play is not to be omitted. That 
aifled this night is the neweft that ever was 

The Author is my ingenious friend 
M r, T h o m as  D u r f e y . This drama is called, 
“  T he M o d e r n  PRoPH EXsf,” and is a mofl 
unanfvverabie fatire againfl: the late fpirit of 
cnthufiafm. The writer had by long expe­
rience obferved that, in company, very grave 
difcourfes had been followed by bawdry; and 
therefore has turned the humour that way with 
great fuccefs, and taken from his audience all 
manner o f fuperftition, by the agitations of 
pretty Mrs. B i g n e l l , whom he has, with great 
lubtilty, made a lay-fifter, as well as a pro- 
phetefs; by which means fhe carries on the

■ * T h is  N ed was a farmer o f  A nth on y  He n l e y , E fq, 
who mentions this faying o f his in a letter to Sw i f t . 
S w i f t ’s W o rk , vol. X v I I I .  p. 15. As Sw i f t  was in 
London at this time, perhaps he m ight be the author o f this 
paper, or at leaft give hints for it. It is more probable that 
A n t h o n y  Hen ley , E fq. communicated to his friend 
S t e e l e , this anecdote o f  honeji N ed, and the Paper itfelf. 
This annotator was informed on good authority that 

A nth on y  He n ley , Efq. was the author o f fome Papers in 
thefe volumes, which the refpedfable perfon who gave him 
the intelligence could not pariicularly point out. See T a t , 
N * 25, adfimm.

t  O eeM /f f̂̂ orks of LordCuzsTB-Kfl^LTi^byDr. Matŷ  
4 to .vo l. II. p. 523 and 5 5 5 ; E x a m i n e r , 'N » 4 8 ; Supple- 
n v n t i o  Sw i f t , voI. II. p. 329, and vol. H I. p. 9.

1  2 affairs
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affairs of both worlds with great fuccefs. My 
friend deligns to go on with another work 
againfl winter, which he intends to call, “  The 
“  Modern Poets,” a people no lefs miftaken 
in their opinions of being infpired, than the 
other. In order to this> he has by him feven 
longs, befides many ambiguities^ which cannot 
be miftaken for any thing but what he means 
them  ̂ Mr. D u r f e y  generally writes Hate- 
plays, and is wonderfully ufeful to the world 
in fuch reprefentations. This method is the 
fame that was ufed by the old Athenians, to 
laugh out of countenancej or promote, opi­
nions among the people. M y friend has there­
fore, againft this play is aded for his own be­
nefit, made two dances, which may be alfo of 
an univerfal benefit. In the firft, he has repre- 
lented ablblute power in the perfon of a tall 
man with a hat and feather, w'ho gives his firit 
minifier, that Hands juH before him, an huge 
k ick ; the miniHer gives the kick to the next 
before; and fo to the end of the Hage. In this 
moral and praftical jeH, you are made to un- 
derHand, that there is, in an abfolute govern­
ment, no gratification, but giving the kick you 
receive from one above you, to one below you. 
T his is performed to a grave and melancholy 
air; but on a Hidden the tune moves quicker, 
and the whole company fall into a circle, and 
take hands; and then, at a certain lliarp note, 
they move round, and kick as kick can. This 
latter performance he makes to be the repre-

fentation
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fentation of a free ftate; where, i f  you all 
mind your fteps, you may go round and round 
veryjollily, witha motion pleafant toyourfelves 
and thofe you dance with: nay, i f  you put 
yourfelves out, at the worft you only kick and 
are kicked, like friends and equals.

From my own Apartment, May 4,

O f all the vanities under the fun, I confefs 
that of being proud of one’s birth is the greateft. 
A t the fame time, fince in this unreafonable 
age, by the force of prevailing cuflom, things 
in which men have no hand are imputed to 
them ; and that I am ufed by fome people, as 
i f  I s a a c B i c k e r s t a f f ,  though Iwritem yfelf 
E/quirCy was nobody : to fet the world right 
in that particular, 1 lhali give you my genea­
logy, as a kinfman of ours has fent it me 
from the Herald’s office. It is certain, and ob- 
ferved by the wifeft writers, that there are wo­
men who are not nicely chade, and men not 
feverely honed, in all families; therefore let 
thofe who may be apt to raife afperfions upon 
ours, pleafe to give us as impartial an account 
of their own, and we (liall be fatisfied. The 
bufinefs o f heralds is a matter of fo great 
nicety, that, to avoid midakes, I lhall give 
you my coufin's letter verbatim, without aU 
tering a fyllable*.

*  M r. T w is D E N  was the author o f  this letter, as appears 
from St e e l e ’s Preface to T a t l e r , vol.  i V .  See 1 a t . 
Is** 14, ad finm .

' I 3 “ D ?A a
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“  D e a r  C o u s i n ,

“  O  I N C E  >ou have been pleafed to make 
“  O  yourldf fo famous of late, by your in- 

genious writings, and feme time ago by 
“  your learned predidions: lince P a r i  r i d g e  
“  o f immortal memory is dead and gone-f*, who, 
*' poetical as he was, could not uiiderftand his 
*■  own poetry} and philomatical as he was, 
“  could not read his own deftiny: fince the 

pope, the king of France, and great part of 
“  his court, are either literally or metaphori- 
“  cally defund: fince, I fay, thefe things (not 

foretold by any one but yourfelf) have come 
** to pafs after 1o furprifing a manner} it is 

with no fmail concern I fee the original of 
“  the S t a f f i a n  race fo little known in the 
“  world as it is at this time; for v/hich reafon, 
“  as you have employed your fludies in aftio- 
** nomy, and the occult Iciences, fo I, my 
“  mother being a Welch woman, dedicated 

mine to genealogy, particularly that of our 
“  own family, which, for its antiquity and 

number, may challenge any in G r e a t  B r i -  
** T A I N .  The S t a f f s  are originally of 

Jordjhire  ̂ which took its name from them; 
“  the hrft that I find o f the S t a f f s  was one

t  P a r t r i d g e  was the rife of the “  firft B i c k e r  s t a f f .”  
E x a m i n e r , vol. V . N** 30. I'his is an ill-natured allufion 
to a pali'age in St e e l e ’s D e d i c a t i o n  of T a t l e r ,  vol. I. and 
an unfair inference from it. See Sw i f t ’s Works, vol. III. 
p. 194.. vol. VI. p. 83. pr. 8vo. 176^; and introd. Note to 
the T atler , N® I,

J a c o b s
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J a c o b s t a f f , a famous and renowned aftro- 
nomer, who by D o r o t h y  his wife had iflue 
fevenfons,viz. B i c k e r  s t a f f , L o n  g s t a f  p , 

W a g s t a f f , Q u a r t e r s t a f f , W h i t e -  

s t a f f , F a l s t a f f , and T i p s t a f f . He 
all'o had a younger brother, who was twice 
married, and had five fons, viz. D i s t a f f , 

P i k e s t a f f , M o p s t a f f , B r o o m s t a f f , 
and R a g g e d s t a f f . A s for the branch 
from whence you fpring, I ihall fay very 
little o f it, only that it is the chief of the 
S t a f f s , and called B i c k e r s t a f f , quaji 
B i g g e r s t a f f ; as much as to fay, the 
G r e a t  S t a f f , or S t a f f  o f  S t a f f s ; and 
that it has applied itlelt to Afironomy with 
great fuccefs, after the example of ourafore- 
faid forefather. The defcendants from L o n g -  
s t a f f , the fecond fon, were a rakiih difor- 
derly fort o f people, and rambled from one 
place to another, until, in the time of Harry 
the fecond, they fettled in Kent, and were 
called L o n g - T a i l s , from the L o n g  T a i l s  
which were fent them as a puniihment toe 
the murder of Thomas a-Becltet, as the le­
gends fay. They have always been fought 
after by the ladies; but whether it be to thew 
their averfion to popery, or their love to mi- 
racles, I cannot fay. The W a g s t a f f s  are 
a merry thoughtlefs fort of people, who have 
always been opinionated of their own w it; 
they have turned themfelves moftly to poetry. 
This is the mofl numerous branch o f our

1 4 “  family.

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



t 20 T H E  T A T L E R .  N - r r -

family, and the poorcft. The Q u a r t e r -  

s t a f f s  are moft o f them prize-fighters or 
deer-flealers: there have been fo many of 
them hanged lately, that there are very few 
of that branch of our family left. The 
W h i t e s t a f f s *  are all courtiers, and have 
had very confiderable places. There have been 
fome of them of that ftrength and dexterity, 
that five hundred -j* of the ableft men in the 
kingdom have often tugged in vain to pull 
a ftaff out of their hands. The F a l s t a f f s  
are firangely given to whoring and drinking:

' there are abundance o f them in and about 
' London. One thing is very remarkable 
' of this branch, and that is, there are juft as 
' many women as men in it, There was a 
’ wicked fiick o f wood o f this name in Harry 
' the fourth’s time, one Sir J o h n  F a l s t a f f . 

As for T i p s t a f f , the youngeft fon, he was 
an honefi; fellow; but his fons, and his Tons*
f o n s ,  h a v e  al l  o f  t h e m  been  t h e  ver ie f t
r o g u e s  l i v i n g :  It is th i s  u n l u c k y  b r a n c h  t h a t  

ha s  f t o c k e d  t h e  n a t i o n  w i t h  t h a t  f w a r m  o f  
l a w y e r s ,  a t t o r n e y s ,  f er j e ant s ,  a nd  b ai l i f f s ,  
w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  nat ion is o v e r - r u n .  T i p -  
s t a f f , b e i n g  a f e v e n t h  f o n ,  u f e d  t o  c u r e  t h e  
k i n g * s - c v i l ;  b u t  h i s  r a f c a l l y  d e f e e n d a n t s  are

*  An allufion to the ftafF that is carried, as an enfign of 
his office, by the firft Lord of the Treafury, who is afterJ 
wards humouroufly compared by Steele  to “  an emmet 
f* diftinguifhed from his fellows by a white ftraw.”  

t  The Houfe of Commons.
“  fo

I- .K N - ■
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fo far from having that healing quality  ̂that̂  
** by a touch upon the ftioulder, they give a 
** man fuch an ill habit of body, that he can 

never come abroad afterwards. This is all I 
“  knowofthelineofjACOBSTAFF: his younger 
'* brother I s a a c s t a f f ,  as I  told you before, 

had five fons, and was married twice; his 
“  firft wife was a S t a f f  (for they did not 
“  (land upon falfe heraldry in thofe days) by 

whom he had one fon, v/ho, in procefs of 
time, being a fchoolmafter and well read 
in the Greek, called himfelf D i s t a f f ,  or 
T w i c e s t a f f . Hewasnot very rich, fo he 

“  put his children out to trades; and the Dis- 
“  t a f f s  have ever fince been employed in the 

woollen and linen manufailures, except my- 
** felf, who am a genealogifl. P i k e s t a f f ,  
“  the eldeft fon by the fecond v e n te r , was a 
“  man of bufinefs, a downright plodding fel- 

low, and withal fo plain, that he became a 
proverb. Moft of this family are at prefcnt 

“  in the army. R a g g e d s t a f f  was an un- 
“  lucky boy, and ufed to tear his cloaths in 
“  getting birds nefts, and was always playing 
“  with a tame bear his father kept. M o p s t a f f  

fell in love with one of his father’s maids, 
and ufed to help her to clean the houfe. 

“  B r o o m s t a f f  wasachimney-fweeper. The 
MopSTAFFsand B r o o m s t a f f s  are naturally 
as civil people as ever went out of doors; 

“  but alas! if they once get into ill hands, 
they knock down all before them. Pil -

“  g r i m s t a f f
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“  GRIMSTAFF ran away from his friends, and 
** went drolling about the country: and P ip e - 
** STAFF was a wine-cooper. Thefe two were 

the unlawful iffue* of L o n g s t a f f .
“  N .  B. T h e  C a n e s , the C l u b s , the 

“  C u d g e l s , the W a n d s , the D e v i l  upon 
* *  TW O  St i c k s ^, and one B r e a d , that goes 
“  by the name of  St a f f  of L i f e , are none 
“  of  our lelations. I am.

D e a r  C ousin ,

** Your humble fervant,From the Heralds 
office, M ay r , 1709*

“  D .  D i s t a f f ,

St. J a m e s ’ s Coffee-houfe, May 4.

As political news is not the principal fub- 
jefl: on which we treat, we are fo happy as to 
have no occafior. for that art of cookery 
which our brother newfmongers fo much excel 
ini appears by their excellent and inimitable 
manner of drtfling up a fccond time for your 
tade the fame didi which they gave you the 
day before, in cafe there come over no new 
pickles from Holland. Therefore, when we 
have nothing to fay to you Iroin courts and

*  A n  allufion to the Diahle Boiteux^ or “  T h e  D evil on 
Crutches,’ " of L e Sa g e , a book of rapid fale, and bought 
with fo much avidity, that it is faid, two gentlemen con­
tended fword in hand, for the laft copy ot‘ the fccond edi­
tion. It is a mafteily imitation, very fuperior to the ori­
ginal, o f a Spanifh pubiication by L> Gulvara^tti- 
titled, E l Diablo cojutlo.

camps.
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camps, we hope ftill to give you fomewhat new 
and curious from ourfelves: the women of our 
houfe, upon occafion, b'ting capable o f carry­
ing on the bufinefs, according to the laudable 
cuftom of the wives in Holland; but, without 
fanher preface, take what we have not men­
tioned in our former relations.

Letters from Hanover o f the thirtieth of 
the lall month fay, that the Prince Royal of 
Pruflia arrived there on the 15th, and left 
that court on the fecond of this month, in pur- 
fuit of his journey to Flanders, where he makes 
the enfuing campaign. Thofe advices add, that 
the young Prince NalTau, hereditary governour 
o f Friefland, celebrated on the twenty-fixth o f 
the laft month his marriage with the beauteous 
Princpfs of Hefle-CalTel, with a pomp and 
magniticence fuitable to their age and quality.

Yefterday, at four in the morning, his grace 
the Duke of M-rlborough fet out for Mar­
gate, and embarked for Holland at eight this 
morning. Yefterday alfo Sir George Thorold 
was declared Alderman of Cordwainers Ward, 
in the room of his brother Sir Charles Thorold, 
deceafed.

Any Ladies who have any particular 
Aories of their acquaintance, which they are 
willing privately to make public, may fend 
them by the penny-poA to I s a a c  B i c k e r - 
s t a f f , Efq. inclofed to Mr. John Morphew, 
oear Stationers Hall.

I I .

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




