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N* 14.  Thurfday, May i2, 1709.

STEELE.

~Nicquid agunt homines------
nojiri efifarrago, lihellu

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
" Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.” P,

From my own Apartment, May 10*

d it not been that my familiar had ap-
peared to me, as | told you in my lall, in
perfon, | had certainly been unable to have

found even words without meaning, to keep
up my intelligence with the town 5 but he has
checked me feverely for my defpondence, and
ordered me to go on in my defign of obferving
upon things, and forbearing pcrfonsj for, faid
he, the age you live in is fuch, that a good pic-
ture of any vice or virtue will infallibly be mif-
reprefentedj and though none will take the kind
delcriptions you make fo much to themfelves,
as to wi(h well to the author, yet all will refent
the ill charaiSers you produce, out of fear of
their own turn in the licence you mull be
obliged to take, if you point at particular
4 perfons,
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perfons. | took his admonition kindly, and
immediately promifed him to beg pardon of
the author of the “ Advice to the Poets," for
my raillery upon his workj though I aimed at
no more in that examination, but to convince
him, and all men of genius, of the folly of
laying themfelves out on fuch plans as are be-
low their charatl:ers. | hope too it was done
without ill breeding, and nothing fpoken be-
low what a civilian (as it is allowed | am)
may utter to a phyfician*. After this preface,
all the world may be fafe from my writings;
for, if 1 can find nothing to commend, | am
filent, and will forbear the fubje<dt ; for,
though | am a reformer, | fcorn to be an
inquifitor

it would become all men, as well as me, to
lay before them the noble character of V erus
the magifiratej, who always fat in triumph
over, and contempt of, vice : he never fearched
after it, or Ipared it when it came before him ;
at the fame time he could fee through the hy-
pocrify and difguife of thofe, who have no pre-
tence to virtue themfelves, but by their feve-
rity to the vicious. This fame Verus was,
in times paft. Chief Juftice (as we call it
amongft u> in Felicia. He was a man of

* Sir R. Btackmore. T at. N* 3. See alfo Swift’s
W orks, vol. XVal. p. 17.

t bee Tat. N*42., Poluglossa.

J Sir JoH”™ Holt, Lord Chief Juftice in the reign of K.
WIiLLUAM I11. and for fume, years after that king’s death.

profound
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profound knowledge of the laws of his coun-
try, and as juft an obferver of them in his
own perfon. He conftdered juftice as a car-
dinal virtue, not as a trade for maintenance;
Wherever he was judge, he never forgot that
he was alfo counfel. The criminal before him
was always fure he ftood before his country,
and, in a fort, a parent of it. The prifoner
knew, that though his fpirit was broken with
guilt, and incapable of language to defend it-
felf, all would be gathered frdm him which
could conduce to his fafety; and that his judge
would wreft no law to deftroy him, nor con-
ceal any that could fave him. In his time
there was a neft of pretenders to juftice, who
happened to be employed to put things in a
method for being examined before him at his
ufual fefiions: thefe animals were to v e r us, as
monkeys are to men, fo like, that you can hardly
difown them j but fo bafe, that you are aftiamed
of their fraternity. It grew a phrafe, ” Who
“ would do juftice on the juftices ?” That cer-
tainly would v erus. | have fecn an old trial
where he fat Judge on two of them 5 one was
called Trick-track, the other Tear-ftiift: one
was a learned judge of (harpers™ the other the
quickeft of all men at finding out a wench.
Trick-track never fpared a pick-pocket, but
was a companion to cheats: Tear™INift would
tnake compliments to wenches of quality, but
certainly commit poor ones. If a poor rogue
wanted a lodging. Trick-track fent him to

Vox.. I* L gaol
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gaol for a thief: if a poor whore went only
with one thin petticoat, Tear-fhift would im-
prifon her for being loofe in her drcfs. Thefe
patriots infcftcd the days of verus, while
they alternately committed and releafed each
other™s prifoners. But Vv erus regarded them
as criminals, and always looked upon men as
they flood in the eye of juftice, without re-
fpeding whether they fat on the bench, or
Rood at the bar.

1 W11's Coffec-houfe, May ii,

Yefterday we were entertained with the Tra*-
gedy of T heE art of Essex*; inwhich there
IS not one good line, and yet a Play which was
never feen without drawing tears from fome
part of the audience : a remarkable inflance
that the foul is not to be moved by words, but
things; for the incidents in this drama are laid
together fo happily, that the fpedlator makes
the play for himfelf, by the force which the
circumftance has upon his imagination. Thus,
in fpite of the mofl dry difcourfes, and expref-

* By John Banks, 4to. 1685; the Prdogue and Epi-
logue by D ryden. With all it’s faults, it is affe(iing ; and
Jones, Brooke, and Ralph, who have fince written on
the fame ftory, have been very greatly obliged to it. They
have followed not only Banks, very nearly, in his plot and
conduei, batadopted his very thoughts, and in many places
copied whole periods from him. There are three French
plays fornv.'J on this ftory. The younger Corneille in his,
omits ihi incident of the n«f, recorded by F. Uftorne, Efq.
and not ill authenticated, bee W alpole’s “ Anecdotes of
Paimini', &c.”

fions



N“i4i THE TATLER. H 7

fions almoft ridictilous with refpedl to propriety,
it is impoffible for one unprejudiced to fee it,
untouched with pity. | muft confcfs, this
efFedt is not wrought on fuch as examine why
they are pleafedj but it never fails to appear
on thofe who arc not too learned in nature, to
be moved by her firil fuggeilions. It is cer-
tain, the perfon and behaviour of Mr. W ilks
has no fmall fharc in conducing to the popu-
larity of the play; and when a handfome fel-
low is going to a more coarfe exit than be-
heading, his Ilhape and countenance make every
tender one reprieve him with all her heart,
without waiting Until Ihe hears his dying
words.

This eveningjTheA1chymist was played*.
This comedy is an example of BED™ Jonson’s
extenfive genius, and penetration into the paf-
fions and follies of mankind. The fcene in the
fourth adt, where all the cheated people oppofe
the man that would open their eyes, has fome-
thing in it fo inimitably excellent, that it is cer-
tainly as great a mafter-piece as has ever ap-
peared by any hand. The author’'s great ad-
drefs in /hewing covetoufnefs, the motive of
the actions of the puritan, the epicure, the
gamefter, and the trader; and that all their
endeavours, how differently foever they feem

* ICThe Alchymlft’* was firft a£ted in i6io, and pub-
lished in 4to. the fame year. A ftatute for reftraining the
folly of AlchmiJuy 5 Hen. IV. was repealed a few years be-
fore this by the intereft of Mr. Boyle,

L 2 to
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to tend, center only in that one point of gain,
{hews he had, to a great perfection, that dif-
cernment of fpirit which conftitutes a genius

for comedy.

W hite’s Chocolate-houfe, May 11.

It is not to be imagined, how far the violence
of our defires will carry us towards our own
deceit in the purfuit of what we wilh for. A
gentleman here this evening was giving me an
account of a dumb Fortune-teller™, who out-
does Mr. Partridge, myfelf, or the Unborn
Doctor, for predictions; all his vifitants come
to him full of expectations, and pay his own
rate for the interpretations they put upon his
{lirugs and nods. There is a fine rich City-
widow ltole thither the other day (though it is
not fix weeks fince her hufband’s departure from
her company to reft), and with her trufty maid
demanded of him, whether fhe fhould marry
again, by holding up two fingers, like horns
on her forehead. The wizard held up both his
hands'forked. The relic defired to know, whe-
ther he meant, by his holding up both hands, to
reprefent that llie had one huiband before, and
that {he fhould have another? or that he inti-

* Duncan Campbell, faid to be deaf and dumb, who
praCtifed at this time on the credulity of the vulgar, and
pretended to predict fortunes by the fecond fight, 6fc. Spec.
N“474; and N® 560. I'he name of the quack-doclor who
aftcfted to be diltinguiflied as  unborn,” was Kirleus.
See Tat.N"4:. and nott.

mated,
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mated, diefhould have two more? The cunning
man looked a little four, upon which Betty jog-
ged her miftrefs, who gave the other guinea;
and he made her underftand, (be fliould pofi-
tively have two more; but (baked his head, and
hinted that they (hould not live long with her.
The widow lighed, and gave him the other
half-guinea. After this prepoffeflion, all that
(he had next to do was to make fallies to our end
of the town, and find out who it is her fate to
have. There are two who frequent this place,
whom (he takgs to be men of vogue, and of
whom her imagination has given her the choice.
They are both the appearances of fine gentle-
men, to fuch as do not know when they feeper-
fons of that turn; and, indeed, they are induftri-
ous enough to come at that charadter, to deferve
the reputation ot being fuch. But this town
will not allow us to be the things we feem to
aim at, and is too difcerning to be fobbed off
with pretences. One of theie pretty fellows fails
by his laborious exadtnefs; the other, by his as
much (ludied negligence. FranK Careless,
as foon as his valet has helped on and adjufted
his cloaths, goes to his glafs, fets his wig awry,
tumbles his cravat; and, in flaort,undreires him-
felf to go into company. Will Nice isfo lit-
tle fatisfied witli*his drefs, that all the time he
is at a vifit, he is (till mending it, and is for that
reafon the more infufferable; for he who lludies
careleflhefs has,at leafi:,his work the foonerdone
9f the two. The widow is dillracted whom to
L ]
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take for her firfl: man; for Nice is every way fo
careful, that flie fears his length of days; and
Frank is fo loofe, that fhc has apprehenfions
for her own health with him. | aip puzz|ed
how to give ajuft idea of them; but, in a word.
Careless IS a coxcomb, and Nice a fop:
both, you will fay, very hopeful candidates for
a gay young woman j uft fet at liberty. But there
IS a whifper, her maid will give her tp T om
T error the gamefter. This fellosy has undone
fo many women, that he will certainly fuccced
if he is introduced; for nothing fo much pre-
vails with the vain part of tliat fex, as the
glory of deceiving them who have deceived
others.

Defunt multa,

Mr. Bickerstaff has received letter?
*from Mr. Coltstaff, Mr. W hipstaff,
“ and Mrs.Rebecca W agstaff*; all which
“ relate chiefly to their being left out in the

g mealogy of the family lately publiftied; but
“ my coufln who writ that draught, being a
** clerk in the Herald’s office, and being at pre-
** fent under the difplei.fure of the Chapter,;
“ it is feared, if that matter ffiould be touched
upon at this time, the young gentleman
“ would lofe his place for treafon againft the
King of Arms.

Cas™abella’s‘h complaint is come to
hand.”

* Tat. N*ir. f Tat. N*i6.
N- 15,





