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N ° 15- Saturday, May 14, 1709
STEELE.

9 uicqtiid aguni homines----- -
noftri eji farrago Itbellt.

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

« Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream.
Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.* P.

From my own Apartment, May 12.

HAVE taken a refolution hereafter, on any

want of intelligence, to carry my Familiar
abroad with me*, who has promifed to give
me very proper and juft notices of perfons and
things, to make up the hiftory of the paffing
day. He is wonderfully fkilful in the know-
ledge of men and manners, which has made
me mpre than ordinary curious to know how he
came to that perfeftion, and I communicated to
him thatdoubt. * Mr. Pacoj.et,” faid I, * |
“ am mightily furprized to fee you fo good a

judge of our nature and ciroumftances, fince
“ you are a mere fpirit, and have no knowledge

of the bodily part of us.” He anfwered,
fmiling, “ You are miftaken; | have been one

» Tat,N“13,
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"of you, and lived a month amongft you,
which gives me an exadl fenfe of your con-
I' dition.  You are to know, that all, who
enter into human life, have a certain date or
*Jiamen given to their being, which they only
who die of age may be faid to have arrived
*at; but it is ordered fometimes by fate, that
‘ fuch as die infants are, after death, to at-
' tend mankind to the end of that Jiamen of
' being in themfdves, which was broke off by
‘ ficknefs or any other difafter. Thefe are
‘ proper guardians to men, as being fenfible
" of the infirmity of their date. You are phi-
' lofopher enough to know, that the differ-
ence of mens underftandings proceeds only
from the various difpofitions of their organs;
*fo that he, who dies at a month old, is in
the next life as knowing, though more in-
nocent, as they who live to fifty; and after
* death, they have as perfect a memory and
‘judgment of aU that palled in their life-
*time, as | have of all the revolutions in
that iincaly, turbulent condition of yours;
“and you would fay | had enough of it in a
month, were | to tell you all my misfor-
* tunes/* A life of a month cannot have,
“ one would think, much variety. But pray,*’
fid I, * Jet us have your flory,** I
Then he proceeds in the following manner;
“ It was one of the mpfl; wealthy families in
1 prcat Britain into which | was born, and
it was a very great happinefs to me that it fo

happened*
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happened, otherwife | had ftill, in all proba-
bility, been living : but I fliall recount to you
all the occurrences of my fliort and miferable
exiftence, juft as, by examining intothe traces
made in my brain, they appeared to me at
that time. The firft thing that ever ftruck
my fenfcs was a noife over my head of one
fhrieking; after which, methought, I took a
full jump, and found myfelf in the hands of
a foreerefs, who feemed as if fhe had been
long waking, and employed in fomc incanta-
tion : | was thoroughly frightened, and cried
outj but fhe immediately feemed to go on in
fome magical operation, and anointed me
‘from head to foot. *What they meant, |
' could not imagine : for there gathered a great
1croud about me, crying, ‘ An Heir! an
"Heir!” upon which I grew a little ftill, and
believed this was a ceremony to be ufed only
'to great perfons, and fuch as made them,
what they called Heirs. | lay very quiet;
1 but the witch, for no manner of reafon or
'‘provocation in the'world, takes me, and
' binds my head as hard as poftibly fhe could;
' then ties up both my legs, and makes me
' fwallow down an horrid mixture. | thought
it an harih entrance into life, to begin with
' taking phyfic; but | was forced to it, or elfe
“ muft have taken down a great inftrument in
" which ftie gave it me. When | was thus dref-
' fed, 1 was carried to a bcdlide, where a fine
“young lady (my mother I wot) had like to

have
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have hugged me to death. From her, they fa-
ced me about,and there was a thingwith quite
another look from the reft of the company,
to whom they talked about my nofe. He
feemed wonderfully pleafed to fee me; but |
knew fince, my nofe belonged to another fa-
mily. That into which I was born is one of
the moft numerous amongft you; therefore
crowds of relations came every day to congra-
tulate my arrival; amongft others, my cou-
iin Betty, the greateft romp in nature: flie
whilks me fuch a height over her head, that
I cried out for fear of falling. She pinched
me, and called me Jguealing chit, and threw
me into agirl’sarms that was taken in to tend
me. The girl was very proud of the wo-
manly employment of a nurfe, and took
upon her to ftrip and drefs me a-new, becaufc
I made a noife, to fee what ailed me: flie did
fo, and Ruck a pin in every joint about me.
| rtill cried: upon which, fhe lays me on my
face in her lap ; and, to quiet me, fell a-
nailing in all the pins,'by clapping me on the
back, and fcreaming a lullaby. But my pain
made me exalt my voice above hers, which
brought up the nurfe, the witch | firft faw,
and my grand-mother. The girl is turned
down ftairs, and 1 flripped again, as well to
find what ailed me, as to fatisfy my granam’s
farther curiofity. This good old woman’s
vifit was the caufe of all my troubles. You

are to underftand, that I was hitherto bred by
** hand.
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hand, and any body that flood next me gave me
<pap, if | did but open my lips ; infomuch,

that 1 was grown fo cunning, as to pretend

myfclf afleep when | was not, to prevent my

being crammed. But my grand-mother be-
<gan a loud led:ure upon the idlenefs of the
' wives of this age, who, for fear of their
4 fhapes, forbear fuckling their own offspring;
'“ and ten nurfes were immediately fent for;
2 one was whifpered to have a wanton eye, and
'“ would foon fpoil her milk; another was in a
'“ confumption; the third had an ill voice, and

would frighten me inllead of lulling me to
° fleep. Such exceptions were made againft all

but one country milch-wench, to whom I
'" was committed, and put to the breaft. This
carelefs jade was eterrwlly romping with the
footman, and downright llarved me; info-
much that I daily pined away, and Ihould ne-
ver have been rcUeved had it not been that,
on the thirtieth day of my life, a Fellow of
. the Royal .Society, who had writ upon Cold
Baths, came to vifit me, and folemnly pro-
tefted, |1 was utterly loft for want of that me-
thod*: upon which he foufed me head and

* The Fellow of the Royal Society here alluded to, was
probably a phyfician at Litchfield, SirJohn Floyer, Knt.
M. D. whopublifhed, « An Enquiry into the right ufe and
“ abufes of the hot, cold and temperate Baths in England,
“ &c.” in the year 1697, which might probably be about

the lime when Pacolet was happily difmilfed from this
troublefome world.

't cars
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“ ears inJo a pail of water, where | had the
“ good fortune to be drowned; and fo efcaped
** peing laflied into a linguift until fixteen,
“ running after wenches until twenty-five, and
“ being married to an ill-natured wife until
“ fixty; which had certainly been my fate, had

not the enchantment between body and foul
“ been broke by this philofopher. Thus,
“ until the age | fhould have otherwife lived,
“ 1 am obliged to watch the fteps of men ;
“ and, if )ou pleafe, fiiall accompany you in
“ your prcfent walk, and get you intelligence
“ from the aerial lacquey, who is in waiting,
“ what are the thoughts and purpofes of any
* whom you enquire for/’

| accepted his kind offer, and immediately
took him with me in«a hack to White’s.

W nite’s Chocolate-houfe, May 13,

We got in hither, and my companion threw
a pow'der round us, that made me as invifihle
as himfelf; fo that we could fee and hear all
others, ourfelves unfeen and unheard.

The firft thing we took notice of .was a no-
bleman of a goodly and. frank afpe(it, with his
generous birth and temper vifible in it, playing
at cards with a creature of a black and horrid
countenance, wherein were plainly delineated
the arts of his mind, cozenage and falfhood,.
They were marking their game with counters,
on which we could fee inlcriptions, impercep-

tible
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tible to any but us. My Lord had fcored with
pieces of ivory, on which were writ ** Good
““ Fame, Glory, Riches, Honour, and Pofte-

rity.” The fpedtrc over againft him had on
his counters the infcriptions of “ Diflionour,
“ Impudence, Poverty, Ignorance, and want of

“ Shame*.* “ Blefsme!” faidlj “ fure, my
“ Lord does not fee what he plays for?” “ As
- well as 1do,” faysrpacorej'. =« Hedefpifes

that fellow he plays with, and fcorns himfelf
for making him his companion.* At the
very inftant he was fpeaking, | faw the fellow,
who played with my Lord, hide two cards in
the roll of his ftocking: Paco1et immediately
ftole them from thence; upon which the no-
bleman foon after won the game. The little
triumph he appeared in, When he got fuch a
trifling flock of ready money, though he had
ventured fo great fums with indifference, in-
creafed my admiration. But Paco1et began
to talk to me. <« MTr. I1saac, this to you
looks wonderful, but not at all to us higher
** peings: that nobleman has as many good
“ qualities as any man of his order, and feems
to have no faults but what, as | may fay,
are cxcrefcences from virtues. He is ge-*
nerous to a prodigality, more affable than
Is confiflent with his quality, and courage-*
ous to a rafhnefs. Yet, after all this, the
fource of his whole conduct is (though he
would hate himfelf if he knew it) mere
avarice. The ready cafh laid before the
N “ gamefler’s
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“ gameftcr’'s counters makes him venture, as

“ you fee, and lay diftin6tion againft infamy,

** abundance againft wantj in a word, all that

** is defirable againft all that is to be avoided.
However, faid |, be fure you difappoint the

“ {harpers to-night, and fteal from them all
the cards they hide. Pacolet obeyed me,

*and my lord went home with their whole
bank in his pocket.”

w i11’s Coffee-houfe, May 15.

To-night was acfted a fecond time a comedy,
called T he Busy Body: this play is written by
a lady*. In old times, we ufed to fit upon a
play here after it was adtedj but now the en-
tertainment is turned another way; not but
there are confiderable men in all ages, who,
for fome eminent quality or invention, deferve
the efteem and thanks of the public. Such a
benefadtor is a gentleman of this houfe; who
Is obferved by the furgeons with much envy |j
and is ranked among, and received by the mo-
dern wits, as a great promoter of gallantry and
pleafure. But, | fear, pleafurc is lefs under-

* By Mrs. Susannah Centlivre, 170Q, 4to, See
T AT. N" 19.

Isaac Bickerstaff, Efq. had promifed a prologue to
“ The Bufy Body'* before it was to be firft played, as appears
by a rhyming epiftle of Mrs, Centlivre to Steele,
claiming the performance of fuch a promife, printed f
Charles Lilly. «*Orig. Letter toTAT. and Spec.” vol. f

13- P« 34. ed. 8vo. 1725.

3 ftood



N* 15. THE TATLER. J59

Rood in this age, which fo much pretends to
it, than in any (ince the creation. It was ad®
mirably faid of him, who firft took notice,
that fRes egji fevera voluptas) there is a
“ certain leverity in pleafure.” Without
that, all decency is banidied; and if reafon
IS not to be prefent at our greateft fatisfadtions,
of all the race of creatures, the human is the
moft miferable. It was not fo of old; when
Virgil defcribes a wit, he always means a
virtuous manj and all his fentiments of men
of genius, are fuch as Ihew perfons diftin-
guilhed from the common level of mankind;
fuch as placed happinefs in the contempt of
low fears, and mean gratifications: fears which
we are fubjedt to with the vulgar; and plea-
fures which we have in common with bealls.
With thefe illufirious perfonages, the wifeft
man was the greateft wit; and none was
thought worthy of that charadler, unlefs he
anfwered this excellent defcription of the
poet:

SuUi------ metus mnes & inexorahilefafum

Subjecit pedihuSjftrepuumque Achcronuis avari.
VIRG. * Georg. 11. 492.

Happy the man,------

His mind pofleffing in a quiet flare,

Fcarlcls of fortune, and refign'd to fate. D ryden.

* Virgil feems to fpeak here as an Epicurean, and
might probably allude to fome lines in Lucretius, lib. I1 f.
37— 995. it isonly by Chriftianity that men can be trained
to that elevation of foul, which the dodfrine of Epicurus,
Nc. aimed atin vain.
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