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N® i6 . Tuefday, May 17, 1709,

S T E E L E .

§uicquid agunt homines
nojlri eft farrago libelli,

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 860

“  Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
** Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.”  Pw

W h i t e ’s Chocolate-houfe, May 15.

SIR  Thotnas'^y o f this houfe, has Hiewed 
me fome letters from the Bath, which 

give accounts of what palTes among the good 
company of that place; and allowed me to 
tranfcribe one of them, that feems to be writ 
by fome of Sir Thomas’s particular acquaint­
ance, and is as follows:

M ay 9 , 1709.
“  Dear Knight,

I define you would give my humble fervice 
to all our friends, which I fpeak o f to you 
(out o f method) in the very beginning of my

*  T h e  nick-name o f the waiter. See T a t . N® 26, N * 
36. and S p e c . N®4g.

epiftle^
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epiflle, left the prefent diforders, by which this 
Teat o f gallantry and pleafure is torn to pieces, 
ftiould -make me forget it. You keep fo good 
company, th it you know B a t h  is ftocked with 
luch as come hither to be relieved from luxu­
riant health, or imaginary licknefs; and confe- 
quently is always as well ftowed with gallants, 
as invalids, who live together in a very good 
underftanding. But the feafon is fo early, that 
our fine company is not yet arrived; md the 
warm bath, w'hich in heathen times was dedi­
cated to V e n u s , is now ufed only by fuch as 
really wMnt it for health’s fake. There are, 
however, a good many ftrangers, among whom 
are two ambitious ladies, who, being'both in 
the autumn of their life, take the opportunity 
of placing themfelvcs at the head o f fuch as we 
are, before the Chloc’s, Clarifta’s, and Pafto- 
rella’s come down. One of thefe two is excef- 
fively in pain, that the ugly being, called Time, 
will make wrinkles in fpite o f the lead fore­
head cloth ; and therefore hides, with the 
gaiety o f her air, the volubility of her tongue, 
and quicknefs of her motion, the injuries which 
it has done her. The other lady is but two 
years behind her in life, and dreads as much 
being laid afide as the former; and confe- 
quently has taken the neceffary precautions to 
prevent her reign over us. But Ihe is very dif- 
creet, and wonderfully turned for ambition, be­
ing never apparently tranfported either with af­
fection, or malice. Thus, while F l o r i m e l  is 

VoL. I. M  talking
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talking in public, and fpreading her graces in 
affemblies, to gain a popular dominion over 
our diverfions, P r u d e n t i a  vifits very cun­
ningly all the lame, the fplenetic, and the fu- 
perannuated, who have their diftinft claUes of 
followers and friends. Among thefe Ihe has 
found, that fomcbody has fent down printed 
certihcates of F l o r i m e l s  age, which the has 
read and diftributed to this unjoyful let ot 
people, who are always enemies to thofe m 
pofleflion of the good opinion'of the company. 
This unprovoked injury done by P r u d e n t i a  
was the firft occafion of our fatal divilions here, 
and a declaration of war between thefe rivals. 
F l o r i m e l  has abundance of wit, which ^ e 
has lavilhed in decrying P r u d e n t i a ,  and giv­
ing defiance to her little arts. For an inltance 
of her fuperior power, fhe befpoke the play of 
A l e x a n d e r  t h e  G r e a t * ,  to be added by the 
company of Idrollers, and defired us all to be 
thereon Thurfday laft. When fhe fpoke^to 
me to come, “  As you are, faid fhe, a 

lover, you will not fail the death of A l e x - 
“  A N D E r : the paffion of love is wonderfully

hit— S t a t i r a ! O that happy woman------
“  to have a conqueror at her feet!— But you 

will be fure to be there.” I, and feveral 
others, refolved to be of her party. But fee 
the irrefiftible Arength o f that unfulpedled 
creature, a “  Silent Woman.” P r u d e n t i a

* A  budcfque on L ee ’s “  Rival Q iiecnsj”  Sec N “ 19 1, 

and Xon:
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had counterplotted us, and had befpoke on the 
fame evening the puppet-lhovv o f The Crea- 
“  tion o f the W orld *.” She had engaged 
every body to be there j and, to turn our 
leader into ridicule, had fecretly let them 
know, that the puppet Eve was made the 
moft like F l o r i m e l  that ever was fecn. On 
Thurfday morning the puppet-drummer, Adam 
and Eve, and feveral others who lived before 
the flood, paflTed through the ftreets on horfe* 
back, to invite us all to the paftime, and the 
reprcfentation of fuch things as we all knew 
to be true: and Mr. Mayor was fo wife, as to 
prefer thefe innocent people the puppets, who, 
he faid, were to reprefent Chriftians, before the 
wicked players, who were to fhew A l e x a n d e r , 
an heathen philofopher. T o  be Ihort, this 
PRUDENTIA had fo laid it, that at ten o f the 
clock footmen were fent to take places at the 
puppet-fliow, and'all we o f F l o r i m e l *s party 
were to be out of fafliion, or defect her. W e 
chofe the latter. All the world crowded to 
P r u d e n t i a l s  houfe, becaufe it was given out 
nobody could get in. When we came to 
Noah’s flood in the (how. Punch and his wife 
were introduced dancing in the ark. An ho- 
neft plain friend o f F l o r i m e l ’s, but a critic 
withal, rofe up in the m idftof the reprefenta-

*  A  deformed cripple o f  the name o f  P o w e l  was the 
maftcf o f  a popular puppet (how at this time, and made 
Punch utter many things, that would not have been e n ­
dured in any other way o f  communication. See N® 1 1 ,  riotei 
G u a r d . N® 53j a n d T A T .  vol. vi. N®2yo. J d v .  p. 444.

M  2 tion
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tion,and made many very good exceptions tothe  
drama itfelf,  and told us, that it was againft all 
morality, as well as rules o f  the ftage, that 
P u n c h  fliould be in jeft  in the deluge, or in­
deed th a t 'h e  fliould appear at all. T h i s  was 
certainly a jiin; remark, and I thought to fe- 
c o n d h i m ;  but he was hilled by P r u d e -n t i a ' s 
party:  upon w hicl i ,  really, Sir T h o m a s ,  w e,  
w h o  were his friends, hiffed him  too. O ld  
M r s ,  Petulant dcfired both her daughters to 
mind the moral;  then w h ifp cre d M rs .  Mayorcfs, 
“  T h i s  is very proper for you ng people to feel ’* 
P u n c h ,  at the end o f  theplay,  m adePRUDEN TiA 
a compliment,  and was very civi l  to the whole 
company, m aking bows until his buttons 
touched the ground. A l l  was carried tr ium ph­
antly againft our party. In the mean time 
F l o r i m e l  w ent to the tragedy, drelTed as fine 
as hands could make her, in hopes to lee P r u -  
d e n t i A pine away w ith  envy. Inftead o f  that, 
fhe fat a fu l l  hour alone, and at laft was enter­
tained w ith  this w hole  relation from  Statira, 
w h o  wiped her eyes w ith  her tragical cut  hand­
kerchief,  and lamented the ignorance o f  the 
quality.  F l o r i m e l  was f lung w ith  this affront, 
and the rlext day befpoke the puppet-fl iow, 
pRU DEN TiA, infolent w ith  power, befpoke 
A l e x a n d e r . T h e  w h olecom p an y  came then 
to Alexander. M adam  Petulant defircd her 
daughters to m ind the moral, and believe no 
man's fa irw o r d s ; “ F o r  you w i l l  fee, children,”  
faid ihe, “  thefc foldiers are never to be de-

pended
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** pended upon; they are fometimes here, fome-
‘ ‘ times there.--------- Do not you fee, daughter
“  Betty, Colonel C l o d , our next neighbour in 
“  the country, pull oft his hat to you ? court ly, 
“  good child, his eftate is juft by us,’* F lo- 
RiMEL was now mortified down to P r u d e n - 
t i a ’s humour; and P r u d e n t i a  exalted into 
hers. This was obferved ; F l o r i m e l  invites 
us to the play a fecond time, P r u d e n t i a  to 
the ftiow. See the uncertainty of human af­
fairs ! the beaux, the wits, the gamefters, th  ̂
prudes, the coquettes, the valetudinarians and 
gallants, all now wait upon F l o r i m e l . Such 
is the ftate o f things at this prefent date; and 
i f  there happens any new commotions, you 
lhall have ii»mediate advice from, Si r ,

Your affectionate friend, 
and fervant,’*

To C a s t a b e l l  a * .

M a d a m , May 16,1709.

I Have the honour of a letter from a friend 
pf yours, relating to an incivility done to you 
a t  the. opera, by one of your own fex; but 
I, who was an eye-witnefs of the accident, can 
teftify to you, that though ftie prefled before 
you, flie loft her ends in that defign; for Ihe 
was taken notice of for no other reafon, but 
her endeavours to hide a finer woman than her-

* See T a t . N® 14. adfinem»

M  3 felf.
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felf. But, indeed, I dare not go farther in this 
matter, than juft this bare mention; for though 
it was taking your place of right, rathef than 
place of precedence, yet it is fo tender a point, 
and on which the very life of female ambition 
depends, that *it is of the laft confequence to 
meddle in it: all my hopes are from your 
beautiful fex; and thofe bright eyes, which 
are the bane o f others, are my only fun-ftiine. 
M y writings are facred to you; and I hope, I 
fhall always have the good fortune to live under 
your protection; therefore take this public op­
portunity to fignify to all the world, that I de- 
lign to forbear any thing that may in the leaft 
tend to the diminution of your intereft, reputa­
tion, or power. You will therefore forgive me, 
that I ftrive to conceal every wrong ftep made 
by any who have the honour to wear petticoats, 
and ftiall at all times do what is in my power to 
make all mankind as much their flaves as my- 
felf. If they would confider things as they 
ought, there needs not much argument to con­
vince them, that it is their fate to be obedient 
to you, and that your greateft rebels do only 
ferve with a worfe grace, I am, Madam,

Your moft obedient and 
moft humble fervant, 

Is a a c  B i c k e r s t a f f .
N . B . W illiam  O liver, M . D . and F . R . S. wrote a D if- 

fertation on Bath W aters, and Cold Baths, in 1709, to 
which he added the relation o f  a very extraordinary Sleeper 
near Ba'h. See T a t . N** 15. N ote 00 Sir J. F loyer, M . D . 
and F . R . S,

N ’ 17.
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