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S T E E L E .

Quicquid agunt homines------
nofiri eft farrago lihelli.

Juv. Sat. i. 8^, 86.

** Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“  Our medley Paper feizes for it’s theme." P.

W i l l ’s Coffee-houfc, May 18.

T h e  difcourfe has happened to turn this 
evening upon the true Panegyric,  the 

perfection o f  w h ic h  was afferted to confilt in a 
certain artful w ay o f  conveying the applaufe in 
an indirect manner. T h e r e  was a gentleman 
gave us feveral inftances o f  it .  A m o n g  others, 
he quoted (from Sir F r a n c i s  Ba c o n , in his 
“  Advancement o f  L earn in g ,")  a very great 
com p lim en t made to T i b e r i u s * ,  as follows. 
In a full  debate upon public affairs in the fe- 
nate, one o f  the affembly rofe up, and w ith  a 
very grave air laid, he thought it for the ho­
nour and dignity o f  the com m onwealth, that

* An allufion to an inftance of artful flattery praflifed 
by M essala V alerius, and recorded, but fomewhat dif­
ferently, by T a c i t u s . Jnn. lib. I. taf. 8.

M  4 TibCrius
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Tiberius iliould be decLired a god, and have 
divine vvorfliip paid him. The emperor was 
furprized at the propofal, and demanded of 
Jiim to declare, whether he had made any ap­
plication to incline him to that overture? The 
I'enator anfwered, with a bold and haughty tone, 
** Sir, in matters that concern the common- 
“  wealth, I will be governed by no man.’' 
Another gentleman mentioned fomething of the 
fame kind, fpoken by the late duke ofBucKiNG- 
H A M  to the late earl of O rrf:r y ; “  M y lord,” 
(fays the duke, after his libertine way) “  you 

will certainly be damned. “  How, my lord!” 
fays the earl, with fome warmth, “  Nay, (faid 
the duke) “  there is no help for it, for it is 
“  pofitively faid, Curfed is he of whom all men 
“  fpeak well*.” This is taking a man by fur- 
prize, and being welcome when you have fo 
furprized him. The perfon flattered receives 
you into his clofet at once; and the fudden 
change o f his heart, from the expedlation of 
an ill-wifher, to find you his friend, makes 
you in his full favour in a moment. The 
fpirits that were ruifed fo fuddenly againfi you, 
are as luddenly for you. There was another in- 
fiance given o f this kind at the table; a gen­
tleman, who had a very great favour done him, 
and an employment befiowed upon him, with­
out fo much as being perfonally known to his

*  His grace mifquotes, and perverts the obvious meaning 
o f  the pafTage o f  Sacred Scripture, which he thought it 
Witty thus impioufly to apply. Sec L uke vi. 26.

benefactor.
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benefactor, waited upon the great man whp 
was fo generous, and was beginning to fay, 
was infinitely obliged.— “  Not at all,” fays 
the patron, turning from him to another, 

had 1  known a more deferving man in Eng- 
“  land, he ihould not have had it.”

W e fhould certainly have had more exam­
ples had not a gentleman produced a book 
which he thought an indance o f this kind: it 
was a pamphlet, called “  The Naked Truth.” 
The idea any one would have of that work 
from the title was, that there would be much 
plain dealing with people in power, and that 
we fliould fee things in their proper light, 
flripped o f the ornaments which are ufually 
given to the aClions of the great : but the fkill 
o f this author is fucb, that he has, under that 
rugged appearance, approved himfelf the fineft 
gentleman and courtier that ever writ. The 
language is extremely fublime, and not at all 
to be underdcod by the vulgar: the fentiments 
are fuch as would make no figure in ordinary 
words; but fuch is the art of the exprefiion, 
and the thoughts are elevated to fo high a de­
gree, that I qucdion whether the difcourfe will 
fell much. There was an ill-natured fellow 
prefent*, who hates all panegyric mortally;
** p------take him,” faid he, “  what the devil

means his N a k e d  T r u t h , in fpeaking no- 
thing but to the advantage of all whom he

* An obliqueJlroke at Mr. John Dennis.
mentions?
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“  mentions? This is juft fuch a great adion as 
that o f the champion’s on a coronation-day, 

** who challenges all mankind to difpute with 
** him tlie right of the fovcreign, Airrounded 

with his guards.” The gentleman who pro­
duced the treatife dcfired him to be cautious, 
and faid, it was by an excellent foldier, 
which made the company obferve it more nar­
rowly; and (as critics are the greateft conjurers 
at finding out a known truth) one faid, he 
was fure it was writ by the hand of his fword- 
arm. I could not perceive much wit in that ex- 
preftion; but it railed a laugh,and, I fuppofe,was 
meant as a fneer upon valiant men. The fame 
man pretended to fee in the ftyle, that it was 
an horfe-officer j but fure that is being too 
nice; for though you may know officers of the 
cavalry by the turn of their feet, I cannot ima­
gine how you fhould difeern their hands from 
thofe o f other men. But it is always thus 
with pedants; they will ever be carping; i f  a 
gentleman, or a man o f honour, puls pen to 
paper. I do not doubt but this author will 
find this aflertion too true, and that obloquy is 
not repulfed by the force o f arms. I will 
therefore fet this excellent piece in a light too 
glaring for weak eyes, and, in imitation of the 
critic L o n g i n u s , ihall, as well as 1  can, make 
my obfervations in a ftyle like the authors of 
whom I treat, which perhaps I am as capable 
o f as another, having “  an unbounded force 
“  of thinking, as well as a moft exquifite ad-

“  drefs.
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<< drefs, extenfively and wifely Indulged to me 
“  by the fupreme powers.” M y author, I will 
dare to alTert, (hews the moft univerfal know­
ledge of any writer who has appeared this cen­
tury; he is a poet and merchant, which is 
feen in two mafter-words, “  Credit bloffoms 
he is a grammarian and a politician ; for he 
fays, “  The uniting o f the two kingdoms is 

the emphafis of the fecurity of the Proteftant 
fucceffion.”  Some would be apt to fay, he is 

a conjurer; for he has found, that a republic 
is not made up o f every body o f animals, but 
is compofed o f men only, and not of horfes. 
“  Liberty and property have chofen their re- 
“  treat within the emulating circle of an human 
“  commonwealth.” He is a phyfician; for he 
fays, “  I oblerve a conftant equality in its 
“  pulfe, and a juft quicknefs of its vigorous 
“  circulation.”  And again, “ I view the ftrength 
“  of our conftitution plainly appear in the lan- 
“  guinc and ruddy complexion o f a well-con- 
“  tented city.” He is a divine: for he fays, 
'* I cannot but blefs myfelf.” And indeed this 
excellent treatife has had that good effedupon 
me, who am far from being fuperftitious, that 
I alfo “  cannot but blefs myfelf^.”

* T here are two or three publications under the title o f 
“ Naked T ruth  j”  the pamphlet alluded to here, is faid to 
have been written by a lawyer o f  the name o f N elm y; but i f  
W i l l ia m  V ife o u n t G rimston was not the author, he was 
the defender of it, againft the writer of this Paper. See T a t . 
N* 21, and note,

N'’ 18.
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