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N"* 18. Thurfday, May 20, 1709. 

S T E E L E  AND A D D I S O N * .

i^iicquid agunt homines-
nojiri eji farrago libelli,

Juv. Sac. i. 85, 86.

“  Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream, 
Our medley Paper fcizes for it’s theme.”  P.

From my own Apartment, May 20.

IT  is obferved too often that men of wit do fo 
much employ their thoughts upon fine fpe- 

culations, that things ufeful to mankind are 
wholly negledled; and they are bufy in making 
emendations upon fome enclitics-f* in a Greek 
author, while obvious things, that every man 
may have ufe for, are wholly overlooked. It

* T h a t the “  Diflrefs o f the News-writers”  was written 
by A ddison, w’e are alTurecl by St e e l e , in his preface to 
T a t . vol. I V . See alfo his dedication o f A ddison’s 
“  Drummer”  to M r.- Congreve. T h e  firft part o f the 
Paper on fign-pofts is likewife very much In A ddison’s 
manner.

f  “  E nclitics”  are particles o f fpcech in the G reek lan­
guage, which throw back the accent on the preceding fyl- 
lable, and coalefce with other words, fo as to form only 
one word

r?u*VK0i<!s : T . .
would
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would be an happy thing, if  fuch as have real 
capacities for public fervice were employed in 
works of general ufej hut becaufe a thing is 
every body's bufinels, it is nobody s buhnefs; 
this is for want of public fpirit. As for my 
part, who am only a faident, and a man of no 
great intcreft, I can only remark things, and 
recommend the corie(51:ion o f them to higher 
powers. There is an oftence I have a thoufand 
times lamented, hut fear I (liall never fee reme- 
dicdi which is, that in a nation where learning 
is lb frequent as in Grcat-Britain, there fhould 
be lb many grofs errors as there are in the very 
diredions of things, wherein accuracy is necel- 
fary for the condudt o! life. This is noto- 
rioully obferved by all men of letters when they 
firft come to town (at which time they are 
ufually curious that way) in the inferiptions 
on lign pods. I have caufe to know this matter 
as well as any body; for I have, when I went 
to Merchant-Taylors fchool'*, fuffered flripes 
for Ipclling after the figns I obferved in my 
way; though at the fame time I mull; confefs 
Raring at thofe inferiptions firft p v e  me an idea 
and curiofity for medals: in which I have fince 
arrived at fome knowledge-]-. Many a man has

loll

* « M erchant-T aylors School”  was founded by the 
worlhiipful company, whofe name it bear?, 3 E l i z . an, 
1561. See S t o w ’ s  “  Survey,”  & c. vol. i .  p. 189.

t  T h e  paflage in which the writer claims “  fome know - 
ledge in medal?,” ,m ay lead the reader into an opinion 

. that
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loR his way and his dinner by this general want 
o f Ikill in orthography*: for, confidering that 
the painters are ufuaJly fo very bad, that you 
cannot know the animal under whofe fign you 
are to live that day, how inufl: the flranger be 
mifled, i f  it be wrong fpelled, as well as ill 
painted ? I have a coufin now in town, who has 
anfwered under batchelor at Queen’s college

that A ddisov  was the author of this part of the Paper as 
well as of the “  D ijir e fs  e f  N e w s-w rite r s-; ' and fo b e m ih t 
leally be, for any thing that appears to the contrary. Jt ouj^ht, 
however, to be obferved, that his “  Dialogues on the Ufc- 
«  fulnefs of ancient Medals”  was a pofthumous publication ; 
for though they are fa'd to have been written while he was 
travelling in 1702, they were not publilhed till after his 
death, which happened in 1719.

♦  T h e  orthography here humourounv ridiculed might 
neverthelefs be agreeable to the modes o f fpelling at the 
times when xh eftg n s  to which they refer were firft adopted. 
A s  to the/^ »f themfelves, the fubjeds of merriment in this 
and following Papers, whimfical and inexplicable as they 
niay feem, it furnifhes much entettainment, and fome in- 
Itruction, to trace them to their originals, which generally 
m ay be done with great probability, and often with cer­
tainty, on the following principle. Perfons who had been 
wards, pages, or fervams to kings, queens, noblemen, car- 
dtnals, bilhops, gentlemen, & c. on quitting the houfes or 
Vicinities o f  their patrons, mafters, & c. to fe'ttle in bufinefs 
for themfelves, might probably, for a variety o f reafons 
place over the doors o f their houfes, offices, ffiops, inns, 
taverns, & c . the creft, badge, or fome part o f  the arms 
o f  the families in which they had Jived, or with which they 
were, or chofe to be conneaed. T h ey  probably wore Uke- 
w ife badges, or in the manner they are ftill worn
by watermen. O f  the truth or plaufibility o f this principle 
the  inquifiiive even at this day, may eafily find in every 
lireet, fignal and amufing inllances. See T a t . N * 87 
S p e c . N « 2 8 , and N »66.

whofe
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whofe name is H umphrey  M opstaff  (he is 
a-kin to us by his mother) : this young man, 
going to fee a relation in Barbican, wandered a 
whole day by the miftake o f one letter, for it was 
written. “  this is the Beer,” inftead o f “  this 
“  is the Bear.” He was fet right at laft, by in- 
quiring for the houfe, o f a fellow who could 
not read, and knew the place mechanically, only 
by having been often drunk there. But, in the 
name of goodnels, let us make our learning of 
ufe to us, or not. Was not this a fhame, that 
a philofopher (hould be thus direded by a 
cobler ? I will be fworn, if  it were known how 
many have fuffered in this kind by falfe fpelling 
fince the Union, this matter would not long he 
thus. What makes thefe evils the more infup- 
portable is, that they are fo eafily amended, and 
nothingdone in it. But it is fofarfrom that, that 
the evil goes on in other arts as well as ortho- 

>̂Taphy ; places are confounded, as well for 
want of proper diftindlions, as things for want 
o f true charadlers. Had I not come by the 
other day very early in the morning, there 
might have been mifchlef done: for a worthy 
North Briton was fwearing at Stocks Marker, 
that they would not let him in at his lodgings; 
but I, knowing the gentleman, and obferving 
him look often at the king on horfeback, and 
then double his oaths, that he was fure 
he was right, found he miftook that for 
Charing Crofs, by the ere6\ion of the like

ftatue
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ftafue in each place.* I grant, private men may 
diftinguifh their abodes as they pleafe: as one 
o f my acquaintance who lives atMarybone-f, has 
put a good fentcnce of his own invention upon 
lus dwelling-piace to find out where he lives: 
he is fo near London, that his conceit is this, 

the country in town;” or, the town in the 
country;” for you know, if  they are both 

in one, they are all one. Befides that the am­
biguity is not of great confequence; if you are 
fife at the place, it is no matter if you do not 
diltindUy know where the place is. But to 
return to the orthography o f public places; I

*  T h e f e  t w o  e q u e f t r i a n  f t a t u e s  w e r e  v e r y  u n l i k e .  T h e  

o n e  w a s  m a d e  b y  t h 4 f a m o u s  L a  S E U R , f o r  K i n g  C h a r e s  I. 
t h e  o t h e r  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  f o r  J ohn S o b i e s k i , k in '»  

o f  P o l a n d ,  a n d ,  rnutatis mutandis  ̂ e r e d t e d  i n  h o n o u r  o f  K i n g  

C h a r l e s  I I .  T h e  Turk u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  h o r f e  w a s  c l e v e r l y  

m e t a m o r p h o f e d  i n t o  O l i v e r  C r o m w e l l ; b u t  hh turban 
e f c a p e d  u n n o t i c e d ,  o r  u n a l t e r e d ,  t o  t e f t i f y  t h e  t r u t h .  T h e  

o n e  i s  o f  b r a f s  b l a c k e n e d ,  t h e  o t h e r  w a s  o f  w h i t e  m a r b l e ,  & c .

I  h e  f t a t u e  i n  S t o c k s  M a r k e t ,  w i t h  t h e  c o n d u i t  a n d  a l l  i t s  

o r n a m e n t s ,  w e r e  r e m o v e d  t o  m a k e  w a y  f o r  t h e  M a n f i o n -  

h o u f e ,  t h e  f ir f t  ft  o n e  o f  w h i c h  was l a i d  b y  IVIi c a j  a h  P e r r y , 
t f q .  t h e n  lo r d  m a y o r ,  O d L  25, 1 7 3 9 .  S e e  S p e c . 462*  

a n d  Note,
t  T h e  D u k e  o f  B u c k i n g h a m  is  humouroujlj f a id  t o  

h a v e  l i v e d  a t  Marybone  ̂ a s  h e  w a s  a l m o f t  e v e r y  d a y  o n  t h e  

b o w l i n g - g r e e n  t h e r e ,  a n d  f e l d o m  l e f t  i t  u n t i l  h e  c o u l d  fe e  
n o  l o n g e r .

t  O n  B u c k i n g h a m - h o u f e ,  n o w  t h e  Q u e e n ’s p a k i c e ,  w e r e  

o r i g i n a l l y  t h e f e  i n f e r i p t i o n s .  O n  t h e  f r o n t ,  “  Sicfttiles- 
“  tantur Lares.’ " O h  t h e  b a c k ,  f r o n t ,  “  Rus in urbe.”  O n  

t h e  f i d e  n e x t  t h e  r o a d ,  “  Spe îctor faJUdiofus fibi molejlus:* 
O n  t h e  n o r t h  f i d e ,  “  Lcnte incapiti cit'o perfuit,”

3 propofe,
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propofe, that every tradefman in the cities o f 
London and Wellminfter (liall give me fix 
pence a quarter for keeping their figns in repair, 
as to the grammatical part; and I will take into 
my houfe a Swifs Count * of my acquaintance, 
who can remember all their names without 
book, for difpatch fake, letting up the head o f 
the faid foreigner for my fign ; the features 
being llrong, and fit for hanging high.

■ f The approach of the peace ffrikes a panic 
through our armies, though that o f a battle 
could never do it, and they almoft repent of 
their bravery, that made fuch hafte to humble 
themfelves and the French king. The Duke of 
M a r l b o r o u g h ,  though otherwife thegreateft 
general o f the age, has plainly fliewn himfelf 
unacquainted with the arts of hufbanding a war. 
He might have grown as old as the Duke of 
Alva, or Prince Waldcck in the Low Coun- 
tides, and yet have got reputation enough every

*  P r o b a b l y  J ohn  J a m e s  H e i d e g g e r , E f q .  a  w r i t e r  o f  

o p e r a s ,  a n d  a n  arbiUr eleganilarum  ̂ r e m a r k a b l e  f o r  h i s  v a ( l  

m e m o r y  a n d  c o a r f e  f e a t u r e s .  S e c  T a t . N °  12. a n d  ncÛ  
w h e r e  h e  i s  f t y l e d  a  f u r g e o n ,  i n  a l l u f i o n  t o  a n  e m p l o y m e n t  

a f f i g n e d  t o  h i m  in t h a t  P a p e r .  ' I ' h e  t i t l e  o f  Count w a s  g i v e n  
t o  h i m  i n  d e r l f i o n .  N .

t  A d d is o n  w a s  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  P a p e r  
w h i c h  d e f e r i b e s  t h e  d i f t r e f s  o f  t h e N e w s - w r i t e r s .  S e e  P r e f .  t o  

T AT. v o l .  I V .  a n d  D e d .  o f  “  T h e  D r u m m e r ”  t o  M r .  C on­
g r e v e . O n  t h e  u n d e n i a b l e  t e f t i m o n y  o f  S t e e l e  h i m f e l f ,  

i t  is  t h e r e f o r e  e v i d e n t ,  t h a t  t h e  l i r t  o f  A d d i s o n 's p a p e r s  d e ­

l i v e r e d  b y  S t e e l e  t o  M r .  T i c k e l l ,  is  d e f e i l i v e ,  a n d  l i k e -  

w i f e  t h a t  A ddison  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  T a t l f r  b e f o r e  t h e  

2 6 t h  o f  M a y ,  f o r  t h i s  P a p e r  N** 1 8 ,  i s  d a t e d  M a y  2 0 , 1 7 0 9 .

VoL. I. N year
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year for any reafonable man : for the command 
of General in Flanders hath been ever looked 
upon as a provlfion for life. For my part, I 
cannot fee how his Grace can anfwer it to the 
world, for the great eagernefs he hath fhewn to 
fend an hundred thoufand of the braveft fellows 
in Europe a-begging. But the private gentle­
men of the infantry will be able to (hift for 
themfelves; a brave man can never ftarve in a 
country ftocked with hcn-roofls. * There is

not a yard of linen, “  fays my honoured pro­
genitor Sir John F a l s t a f f '*', “ in my whole 
“  company; but as for that,” fays this worthy 
knight,' “  I am in no great pain; we lhall find 
“  Ihirts on every hedge.” There is another fort 
of gentlemen Vv'hom I am much more concerned 
for, and that is the ingenious f  fraternity of 
which I have the honour to be an unworthy 
member; I mean the news-writers of Great
Britain, whether Poft-men or Poit-boysJ, or

by

*  See Sh a k p̂ e a r e , Hen. I V .  a£l i n .  feene 2. edit, 
Johnson and Steevens.

f  In the year 1709 it appears, that there were nfty-nve 
regular papers publilhed every week, befides a vaft number 
o f  pollfcripts, k c .  that were hourly hawked about the 
itieets. See “  Anecdotes o f  M r. B o w y e r , ”  p- 4 0 3 ' . *
this prefent date, in November 1783, there are publilhed m 
London nine daily-papers, and nine w hich appear three 
evenings in the w e e k ; befides the G a ze tte ,  three Sunday 
M onitors, and a variety o f  W ee k ly  Mifcellanies. Provin­
cial news-papers alfo, almoil unknown in the days o f  
B i c k e r s t a f f , are very numerous. N .

t  “  T h e  Pqll-boy”  w.^s a fcandalous weekly paper, by 
A b e l R o p Er j  and “  T h e  F ly in g  Poft,*’ was co n d u ced
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by what other name or title foever dignified* 
or diftinguifhed. The cafe o f thefe gentle- 

 ̂ ^bink, more hard than that o f the 
foldiers, confidering that they have taken more 
towns, and fought more battles. They have 
been upon parties and fkirmifhes, when our 
annies have lain ftillj and given the general 
alTault to many a place, when the befiegers 
were quiet in their trenches. They have 
made us maRers o f feveral ftrong towns many 
weeks before our generals could do it ;  and 
completed vidlories, when our grcatefl captains 
have been glad to come off with a drawn 
battle. Where Prince Eugene has flain his 
thoufands, B o y e r  f  has llain his ten thou- 
fands. This gentleman can indeed be never 
enough commended for his courage and intrepi­
dity during this whole war: he has laid about 
h ^  with an inexpreifible fury; and, like the 
offended Marius o f ancient Rome, made fucli 
havoc among his countrymen, as muft be the 
work o f two or three ages to repair. It mufl be

b y  G e o r g e  R i d p a t h . I t  is remarkable, that both R o p e r  
and R i d p a t h  died on the fame day. N .

t  A b e l  B o y e r , a u t h o r  o f  »  T h e  P o l i t i c a l  S t a t e , ’ * e m ­

b r a c e d  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a n i m a d v e r t i n g  o n  S w i f t ,  w h o  

m  r e t u r n  t r e a t e d  h i m  w i t h  a f f e a e d  c o n t e m p t ,  a n d  r e a l  
c r u e l t y .  O n e  B o_ver , a  F r e n c h  d o g ,  h a s  a b u f e d  m e  i n  

«c f  a n d  I h a v e  got h i m  i n  a  m e f f e n g e r ’s  h a n d s ;
promifes me to fwinge him.— 1 muft make 

that rogue an example for a warning to others.”  Sw ift ’s 
Works, voi. X X III. p. 64. N.

^  2 confefTed,
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confefTed* the redoubted Mr, B u c k l e y  * has- 
Ihed as much blood as the former; but I cannot 
forbear faying (and I hope.it will not look like 
envy) that we regard our brother B u c k l e y  as 
akindof D raw canjrf, whofpares neitherfriend 
nor foe > but generally kills as many of his 
own fide as the enemies. It is impollible for 
this ingenious fort of men to fubfift after a 
peace; every one remembers the Ihifts they 
were driven to in the reign of King Charles the 
Second, when they could not furnilh out a fingle 

'paper of news, without lighting up a comet in 
Germany, or a fire in Mofeow. There fcarce 
appeared a letter without a paragraph on an 
earthquake. Prodigies were grown fo familiar,  ̂
that they had loft their name, as a great poet of 
that age has it. I remember Mr. D y e r ^, who 
is jullly looked upon by all the fox-hunters 
in the nation as the greatefl Itatefman our 
country has produced, was particularly famous 
for dealing in whales; infomuch, that in five 
months time (for I bad the curiofity to exa­
mine his letters on that occafion) he brought

*  Samuel Buckley, printer of “  T h e  G azette ,”  and
alfo o f “ T h e  D aily  Courant.”  He died Sept. 8. 174^- N .

f  T h e  name o f a principal charader in the Rehearfal.
J D ver ŝ a news-paper of that time, printed

in Italian charafters in imitation o f w riting, w hich, accord­
ing to M r. Addison, was intitlcd to little credit. Honeft 
V ellum , in “  T h e  Drummer,”  a a  II. feene i .  cannot but 
believe his mafter is living (amongft other reafons) “  be- 
“  caufe the news o f his death was hrft publifhed in D yer 9 
Letter'* See Spect. N"43. and N®457»

three
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three into the mouth of the river Thames, 
befides two porpulTes, and a fturgeon. The 
judicious and wary Mr. I c h a b o d  D a w k s  *  
hath all along been the rival of this great 
writer, and got himfelf a reputation from 
plagues and famines; by which, in thofe 
days, he deflroyed as great multitudes, as he 
has lately done by the fword. In every dearth 
o f news, Grand Cairo was fure to be un­
peopled.

It being therefore vifible, that our fociety 
will be greater fufferers by the peace than the 
foldiery itfelf, infomuch that the Daily Courant 
is in danger of being broken, my friend D vek  
of being reformed, and the very bell of the 
whole band of being reduced 'to half-pay; 
might I prefume to otfer any thing in the be­
half of my diftrefled brethren, I would hum­
bly move, that an appendix of proper apart­
ments, furnilhed with pen, ink, and paper, 
and other neceflaries of life, fliould be added 
to the hofpital of Chelfea, for the relief o f 
fuch decayed news-writers as have ferved their 
country in the wars ; and that for their exercife 
they rtiould compile the annals of their brother 
veterans, who have been' engaged in the fame 
fervice, and are Itill obliged to do duty after 
the fame manner.

♦  Ichabod D awks, another poor, epiftolary hiflo- 
“  rian,”  as he is called, Spect. N '*4 5 7. See T atler, 
N ’  178 i and Anecdotes of M r. Bowyer," p. 493. N .

N  3 1  cannot
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I cannot be thought to fpenk this out of an 
eye to any private intereft^ for as my chief 
fcenes o f a(ftion are cofFee-houfes, play-houl'es, 
and my own apartment, I am in no need of 
camps, fortifications, and fields of battle, to 
fupport me; I do not call for heroes and ge  ̂
iierals to my afiiftance. Though the officers 
are broken, and the armies difbanded, I ffiall 
fiill he fafe, as long as there are men, or 
women, or politicians, or lovers, or poets, or 
nymphs, or fvvaiiis, or cits, or courtiers, in 
being.

This day is publiffied, aTreatifc called. 
The Difference between'Scandal and AdmOf 

“  nition,” by Ifaac Bickerfiaff, Efq. and on 
the iff of July next, you may expedt “  A  
“  Prophely of Things pall;” wherein the Art 
o f Fortune-telling is laid open to the meaneft 
capacity. And the Monday following ‘ ‘ Choice 
“  Sentences” for the company of Mafons, and 
Bricklayers, to be put upon new houfes, with 
a tranflation of all the Latin fentences that have 
been built o f late years; together with a Com- 
xr.ent upon Stone-walls. By the fame Hand, 
T a t l e r  in folio, N" 17.

N “ 19,
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