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N" 19. . Tuefday, May 24, 1709.

STEELE.

~Nicquid agunt homines-
nojiri efi farrago libelli.

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

Whate'er men do, or fay, or think, dr dream,
Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.” P.

From my own Apartment, May 23.

h e r e IS nothing can give a man of any

confideration greater pain, than to fee or-

der and diftindlion laid alide amongft men, ef-
pccially when the rank (of which he himfelf
Is member) is intruded upon, by fuch as have no
pretence to that honour. The appellation of
kind, of any clafs amongft men; infomuch,
that it is become almoll the fubje™t of derifion:
but I will be bold to fay, this behaviour lowards
it proceeds from the ignorance of the people in
its true origin. | (hall therefore, as briefly as
poflible, do myfelf and all true E squires the-
juftice to look into antiquity upon thisfubjedl*.

* See Selden’s “ Titles of Honour,” part Il. chap. v.
p. 820.

N 4 In
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In the firft ages of the world, before the in®
vention of jointures and fettlements, when the
noble paflion of love had pofTeflion of the hearts
of men, and th? fair fex were not yet cultivated
into the merciful difpofition which they have
fhewed in latter centuries, it was natural for
great and heroic fpirits to retire to rivulets,
woods, and caves, tp lament their deftiny, and
the cruelty of the fair perfons who were deaf to
their lamentations. The hero in this diflrefs
was generally in armour, and in a readinefs to,
fight any man he met with, efpecially if diftin-
guiflied by any extraordinary qualifications: it
being the nature of heroic love to hate all me-,
rit, left it ftiould come within the obfervation
of the cruel one by whom its own perfedtion™
are negledled. A lover of this kind had al-
ways about him a perfon of a fecond value, and
fubordinate to him, who could hear his afflic-
tions, carry an inchantmentfor his wounds, hold
his helmet when he was eating (if ever he did
eat), or in his abfence, when he was retired to,
his apartment in any king’s palace, tell the
prince himfelf, or perhaps his daughter, the
birth, parentage, and adventures of his valiant
mafter. This trufty companion was ftyled his
Esquire, and was always fit for any offices,
about him; was as gentle.and chafte as a gen-
tleman-uftier, quick and adtive as an equerry,
fmooth and eloquent as the mafter of the cere-
monies. A man thus qualified was the firft, as
the antients affirm, who was called an Es quir e j

and
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and none without thefe accomplifhments ought
to ahume our order : but, to the utter difgracc
and confufion of th'e heralds, every pretender is
admitted into this fraternity, even perfons the
inoft foreign to this courteous inftitution. |
have taken an inventory of all within this city,
and looked over every letter in the Poft-ofHce,
for my better information. There are of the
Middle Temple, including all in the buttery-
books, and in the lifts of the houfe, five thou-
fand *. In the Inner, four thoufand -f. In the
King's-Bench Walks, the whole buildings are
inhabited by Efquires only. The adjacent ftreet
of EITex, from Morris's Coffee-houfe  and
the turning towards the Grecian, you cannot
meet one who is not an Esquire, until you
take water. Every houfe in Norfolk and Arun-
del-ftreets is alfo governed by an Esquire, or
his Lady: Soho-fquare, Bloomfbury-fquare,
and all other places where the floors rife above
pine feet, are fo many univerfities, where you
enter yourfelves, and become of our order.
However, if this were the worft of the evil, it
were to be fupported, becaufe they are gene-
rally men of fome figure, and ufe; though I
know no pretence they have to an honour
which had its rife from chivalry. But if you
travel into the counties of Great Britain, we are
ftill more impofed upon by innovation. We

*» In Tat. infolio™ 4000. t In Tat. ;«/..5000.
i, A/srm’s Ccfft,*e»houfe was in the Strand, ii*

are
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are indeed derived from the field: but (hall that
give title to all that ride mad after foxes, that
halloo when they fee a hare, or venture their
necks full fpeed after an hawk, immediately to
commence E squires ? N0Oj our order is tem-
perate, cleanly, fober, and chafte; but thefe
rural E squires commit immodefiies upon hay-
cocks, wear lhirts half a week, and are drunk
twice aday. Thefe men are alfo, to the laft
degree, exceflive in their food : an Esquire of
Norfolk eats two pounds of dumplin every
meal, as if obliged to it by our order: an
E squire of Hampfhire is as ravenous in de-
vouring hogs flefh: one of EITex has as little
mercy on calves. But | mull take the liberty
to protell againll them, and acquaint thofe per-
fons, that it is not the quantity they eat, but
the manner of eating, that fliews an Esquire.
But, above all, I am moll offended at fmall
quillmen, and tranfcribing clerks, who are all
come into our order, for no reafon that I know
of, but that they can eafily flourilh at the end of
their name. | will undertake that, if you read
the fuperfcriptions to all the offices in the king-
dom, you will not find three letters diredled to
any but Esquires. | have myfelf a couple of
clerks, and the rogues make nothing of leaving
meffiges upon each other’s delk: one diredls,
ToGregoryGoofequill,Esquire;” towhich
the other replies by a note, “ To Nehemiah
* Dalhwell, Esquire, with refped:;” in a
word, ilisnoy/Populusjirmigerorumf a peoplepf
Esquires,
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Esquires. And | do not know but, by the
late aCt of naturalization*, foreigners will af-
funae that title, as part of the immunity of be-
ing Engliflimen. All thefe improprieties flow
from the negligence of the Heralds-oflice,
Thofe gentlemen in party-coloured habits do
not fo rightly, as theyougiit, underltand them-
fclves 1 though they are drelTed cap~a-pee in
hieioglyplnclcs, they are inwardly but ignorant
men. | alked an acquaintance of mine, who is
a man of wit, but of no fortune, and is forced
to ap, ear as a jack pudding on the flage to a
mountebank: “ Pr’ythee, Jack, why is your
coat of fo many colours He replied, “ |

afool j and this fpotted drefs is to fignify,
that every man living has a weak place about
“ him ; for I am Knight of the Shire, and rc-
“ prefent you all.” | wifli the heralds would
know as well as this man does, in his way, that
they are to a6t for us in the cafe of our arms
and appellations: wx fhould not then be jum -
bled together in fo promifeuous and abfurd a

* 6

H faut un afle expr6<5 de Parlement pour obtenir le
droit naiurel en Angleterre. On avoit fait alors une Loi
‘ generale, par laquclle on p<juvoit aquerir ce droit dans
* toutes les cours de juftice. Cette faveur etoit I'ouvrage
‘ des W higs pour les Francois Refugiez, dont la plupart
profiterent. Le parlement 'i'oRY de 1711 revoqua cette
ioi.” Babillard.
“ If the Whigs were now reftored to power,— “the bill
(for a general naturalization) now to be repealed, would
then be re-ena<fted, and the birth-right of an Englilhman

reduced again to the value of twelve pence.” Examiner,
vol. 1. N*26.

manner.
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manner. | defign to take this matter, into fur-
ther confideration; and no man lhall be received
as an Esquire, who cannot bring a certificate,
that he has conquered Ibme lady’s obdurate
heart; that he can lead up acountry-dance; or
carry a meffage between her and her lover, with
addrefs, fecrecy, and diligence. A Squire is
properly born for the fervice of the fex, and
his credentials Ihall be figned by three toafts
and one prude, before his title lhall be received
in my office.

W ill's Coffee-houfe, May 23.

On Saturday lafi: was prefented T he Busy
Body, acomedy, written (as | have heretofore
remarked) by a woman*. The plot and inci-
dents of the play are laid with that fubtilty of
fpirit which is peculiar to females of wit, and
Is very feldom well performed by thofe of the
other fex, in whom craft in love is an adt of in-
vention, and not, as with women, the efFedl of
nature and inftincl.

To-morrow will be adled a play, called.
The Trip to the JuBiLEEf, This perfor-

* By Mrs. Centlivre. See 15. and ncte. The
part of the Bufy Body, by Mr. Dogget; Sir G. Airy, by
Mr. Wilks; Charles, by Mr. Mills; Gripe, by Mr. Eft-
court; Traffic, by Mr. Bullock; Miranda, by Mrs. Crofsj
and Ifabinda, by Mrs. Porter.

t The author of “ The Trip to the Jubilee,” Mr.
G eorge Farquhar, makes a modeft pun upon himfelf,
and confeffes, * That there are a great many Trips in the
play.” See T at.N" 3, and note,

mancc
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mance is the greateft inftance that we can have
of the irrefiftible force of proper adion. The
dialogue in itfelf has fomething too low to bear
a criticlfm upon it: but Mr. Wilks enters
into the part with fo much fkill, that the gal-
lantry, the youth, and gaiety of a young”™ man
of a plentiful fortune, are looked upon with as
much indulgence on the ftage, as in real life,
without any of thofe intermixtures of wit and
humour, which ufually prepofTefs us in favour
of fuch charaders in other plays.

An authentic letter from Madam Main -
tenon to MonfieurToncY has been ftolen by
a perfon about him, who has communicated a
copy of it to fome of the dependants of a mi-
nilter of the allies." That epillle is writ in the
moft pathetic manner imaginable, and in a ftyle
which fliews her genius, that has fo long en-
grolfed the heart of this great monarch*'.

((SIR,

“ 1 received yours, and am fenfible of the
addrefs and capacity with which you have
.hitherto tranfadted the great affair under your
management. You well obferve, that ouf

* G

Cette lettre eft p,urement d’inventlon. Je n’ai d’aotre
“ vue en latraduifant que de faire voir de quelle maniere Ofi
“ parloitalorsen Angleterrede I'’etatde la France, etde quelle

* maniere parlent tous les peuples dans la profperite.” Ba-
BILLARD.
It feems then, that this letter of M. Maintenon was

originally written in Englifli, and probably Steele was
both the editor, and the author of it.

wants
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“ wants here are not to be concealed: and that
‘it is vanity to ufc artifices with the knowing
“men with whom you are to deal. Let me
‘ beg you, therefore, in this reprefenration of
' our circumftances, to lay afide art. which
‘ ceafes to be luch when it is feen, and make
“ ufe of all your ikill to gain us what advan-
‘ tages you can from the enemy’s jealoufy of
‘ each other’s greatnefs; which is the place
“ where only you have room for any dexterity*
*1f you have any paffion for your unhappy
‘ country, or any affedion for your diftrelfed
“ mailer, come home with peace. Oh heaven!
"do I live to talk of Lewis the Great, as
' the objedt of pity? The king lhews a great
" uneafinefs to be informed of all that palTes:
‘ but at the fame time, is fearful of every one
" who appears in his prefence, left he Ilhould
' bring an account of fome new calamity. |
know not in what terms to reprefent my
1 thoughts to you, when | fpeak of the king,
with relation to his bodily health. Figure
to yourfelf that immortal man, who ftood in
our public places reprefented with trophies,
armour, and terrors, on his pedeftal: con-
fider, the invincible, the great, the good,
the pious, the mighty, which were the ufual
epithets we gave him, both in our language
and thoughts. | fay, confider him whom
you knew the greateft and moft glorious of
monarchs, and now think you fee the fame
man an unhappy lazar, in the loweft circum*
0 fiances
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‘ fiances of human nature itfelf, without re-
< gard to the flate from whence he is fallen.
te | write from his bed-fide: he is at prefent
“ in adumber. | have many, many things to
“ add; but my tears flow too faft, and my
€l forrow is too big for utterance*.

** ] am, &c.’*

N° 20, Thurfday, May 26, 17009.

ADDISON and ST EEL E-f.

~icquid agunt homines----- -
fnjlri gji farrago libelli.

Juv. Sat. 1. 85, 86.

« Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.’* P,

W hite’s Chocolate-houfe, May 24.

T is not to be imagined how far prepofleflion

will run away with people’s underllandings,

in cafes wherein they are under prefent uneafl-

nefs. The following narration is a fufhcient
tcftimony of the truth of this obfervation.

* See T AT. N" 23. N“24. and N“ 26.
\ The afligmnent of this Paper N “20, refts on the autho-
rity of the liji of Addison’s Papers delivered by Steele to
Mr. Tickell. See TICKBLL'sed. of A ddison’s Works, 4to.
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