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‘ fiances of human nature itfelf, without re­
gard to the flate from whence he is fallen. 
I write from his bed-fide: he is at prefent 

“  in a dumber. I have many, many things to 
“  add; but my tears flow too faft, and my 

forrow is too big for utterance*.
** I am, & c .’*
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N° 20, Thurfday, May 26, 1709. 

A D D I S O N  and S T  E  E L  E -f.

^ icq u id  agunt homines----- -
7wjlri eji farrago libelli.

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

« Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“  Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.’* P,

W h it e ’s Chocolate-houfe, May 24.

IT  is not to be imagined how far prepoflefllon 
will run away with people’s underllandings, 

in cafes wherein they are under prefent uneafl- 
nefs. The following narration is a fufhcient 
tcftimony of the truth of this obfervation.

*  See T A T .  N" 23. N “ 24. and N “ 26.
\  The afligmnent of this Paper N “ 20, refts on the autho­

rity of the liji of A ddison’s Papers delivered by Steele  to 
M r. Tickell. See TiCKBLL’sed. of A ddison’s W orks, 4to.

I had
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I had rfje honour the other day o f a vifit 
from a gentlewoman (a ftranger to me) who 
I’eemed to be about thirty. Her complexion is 
brown; but the air of her face has an agreeable- 
nefs which furpafles the beauties of the taireft 
women. There appeared in her look and mien 
a fprightly health; and her eyes had too much 
vivacity to become the language o f com­
plaint, which (he began to enter into. Slie 
feemedfenfibleof it; and therefore, with down- 
caft looks, faid Ihe, “  Mr. B i c k e r s t a f f , you 
“  fee before you the unhappieft of women; and 

therefore, as you are efteemed by all the 
world both a great civilian, as well as an 

“  aftrologer, I mufl defire your advice and af- 
“  iiftancc, in putting me in a method o f ob- 

taining a divorce from a marriage, which I 
know the law will pronounce void,” “  Ma- 
dam,” faid I, ** your grievance is o f fuch a 

“  nature, that you mull be very ingenuous in 
“  reprefenting the caufes o f your complaint, or 
“  I cannot give you the fatisfadlion you defire.” 
“  Sir,” ihe anfwers, “  I believe, there would be 
“  no need of half your fkill in the art o f divi- 
** nation, to guefs why a woman would part 

from her hufband.”  It is true,” faid I ;  
“  but fufpicions, or guelTes at what you mean, 

nay certainty o f it, except you plainly fpeak 
' '  it, are no foundation for a formal fuit.”  She 
clapped her fan before her face; “  M y huf- 
“  band,”  faid fhe, “  is no more an hufband”

(here
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(here (he burft into tears) “  than one o f the 
“  Italian lingers/’

Madam, faid I, the afflidtion you com- 
‘ ‘ plain of is to be redrelfed by law; but, at 

the fame time, confider what mortifications 
you are to go through, in bringing it into 

‘ open court: how will you be able to bear 
the impertinent whirpers o f the people pre- 
fent at the trial, the licentious refiedfions of 

‘ ‘ the pleaders, and the interpretations that 
Will in general be put upon your condudt 

“ by all the world? ‘ How little (will they 
“  fay) could that lady command her paffions/ 

Befides, confider, that curbing our defircs 
“  is the greatefi glory we can arrive at in this 
“  world, and will be mofi: rewarded in the 

next. She anfwered, like a prudent ma­
tron : Sir, i f  you pleafe to remember the
“  office of matrimony, the firfi; caufe o f its 

infiitution is that o f liaving polterity. 
Therefore, as to the curbing defires, I am 
willing to undergo any abfiinence from food 

“  as you pleaie to enjoin me  ̂ but I cannot,
“  with any quiet o f mind, live in the negledt 
“  of a neceffiary duty, and an exprefs com- 
“  mandment, Increafe and multiply:  ̂ Ob- 
ferving llie was learned, and knew fo well the

 ̂ turned my arguments rather 
to dehort her from this public procedure by 
examples than precepts. Do but confider. 

Madam, what crowds o f beauteous women 
“ live in nunneries, fecluded for ever from
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the fight and converfation of men, with all 
the alacrity of fpirit imaginable; they fpend 
their time in heavenly raptures, in conftant 
and frequent devotions, and at proper hours 
in agreeable converfations.” “  Sir,” faid flie 

hallily, tell not me of Papifts, or any of their 
“  idolatries." “  W ell then. Madam, confider 
“  how many fine ladies live innocently in the 

eye of the world, and this gay town, in the 
“  midft of temptation: there is the witty Mrs.

W ___ -is avirgin of forty-four, Mrs.T----- s
is thirty-nine, Mrs. L ------ce thirty-three j
yet you fee they laugh, and are gay, at the 

** park, at the play-houfe, at balls, and at vi- 
fits; and fo much at eafe, that all this feems 
hardlyafelf-denial." ** M r . B i c K E R S X A F F , ”  

faid fhe, with fome emotion, “  you are an ex- 
‘ ‘ cellent cafuift; but the laft word deftroyed 
“  your whole argument; if  it is not felf-denial, 
“  it is no virtue. I prefented you with an half- 
“  guinea, in hopes not only to have my con- 
“  Icience eafed, but my fortune told. Yet” —  

W ell Madam,” faid I, “  pray of what age 
“  is your huiband ?” “  He is,” replied my in­
jured client, fifty; and I have been his wife 
‘ ‘ fifteen years.”  “  How happened it you ne- 
“  ver communicated your difirefs, in all this 

time, to your friends and relations ?” She 
anfwered, “  He has been thus but a fortnight.” 
I am the moft fericus man in the world to look

*  See Nous on N® lO, and N ’  13, on Mi/s and M rs.

at.
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could not forbear.laughing out. 
W h y ,  Madam, in cafe o f  infirmity w h ic h  

‘ proceeds only from age, the Jaw gives no re­
medy, “  Sir, faid ihe,_“  I find you  have 

‘ ‘ no more learning than D r .  C a s e * ;  and la t n  
<  ̂ yo u n g  man, not five and twenty,
‘ j u f i  come from O xford,  to w hom  I w ill  c o m -  

‘ ‘  municate this w hole  matter, and doubt not 
“  but he w il l  appear to have feven times more 

uleful and fatisfatftory knowledge than you  
“  and all your boafied fa m ily .”  T h u s  I have 
entirely loll: m y  client: but i f  this tedious narfa- 
t iveprefervespASTpREtLA-f-froni the intended 
marriage with one twenty years her fenior— to 
lave a fine lady, I  am contented to have m y  
JCcUning decried, and m y  predidlions bound up 
With Poor R o b in ’s Almanacks

T h e  article o f  this Paper dated from W i l l ^ was 
written by A ddison, and the concluding advertifement in 
favour o f Un d e rh ill , by St e e l e .

W i l l ’s

» See T a t . N« 240. Note on D r. C a s e j  and Supplement
to Sw if t  s “  W orks, ”  voI. I I . p. 329. iidit. crown 8vo. 
1779.

t  P a s t o r e l l a  it feems  ̂ from wha: is faid of  her here 
and m 13, was not much bettered by her converfm from

t  P oor R obin  began to publilh his almanack early in the
reign of C harles  II. and ftill continues et pro^
dtje. In this particular he takes precedence of his fellow- 
labourer F rancis M oore, who was Pa r t r i d g e ’s wa;?-

^  2 fetter
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W ill's Coffee-houfe, May 25.

This evening was adtcd T he R e c r u i t i n g  
O f f i c e r ^  in which M r. E s t c o u r t ’s proper 
fenfe and obfervation is what fupports the play. 
There is not, in my humble opinion, the hu­
mour hit in Serjeant Kitej but it is admirably 
fupplied by his adion. I f  I have fkill to judge, 
that man is an excellent actor; but the crowd 
o f the audience are fitter for reprefentations at 
May-fair, than a theatre-royal. Yet that fair 
is now broke, as well as the theatre is break­
ing: but it is allowed ftill to fell animals there. 
Therefore, if  any lady or gentleman have oc- 
cafion for a tame elephant, let them enquire of 
M r. Pinkethm anf, who has one to difpofe of 
at a reafonable rate. The downfal of May-fairj^

has

fitter and has been a writer only eighty-five years. Honeft 
"Pa r t r i d g e , M oore’s mafter, natural life was o f
fhoricr duration, continues annually to inftrudl us from the
fhadcs, to this day. . , , ,•

♦  A  comedy by M r. F a r <^h a r , and who in the deli­
neation o f the cTiaraSers in it , had living originals in his 
eye. J u p c e  B a l l a n c e , was a M r. B e r k l e y , then R e ­
corder o f Shrewfbiiry, M r. H ill , an inhabitant o f the fame 
tow n, was one o f  the other jufices, M r. W o r t h y , was a 
M r. O wen of Rufafon, on the borders o f Shropfhirej 
Capt. Plume  was F a r qu h a r  him felf; M elind a  was a 
Mifs Harna ge  o f Belfadine, near the W reken y Sy l v i a  
a M ifs B e r k l e y , daughter o f the Recorder o f Shrewfbury j 
and the ftory, the author’s invention.

t  See 1 'a t l . N " 4. N*" 188. Sp e c t . N '*3 i . N®455. 
N® 370. and note on M r. Pi n k e t h m a n .

T h e  aboliftiment o f  M ay-fair has been mentioned in 
T at . N® 4, and note. In  1708, a Pamphlet was publifhed

entitled
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has quite funk the price of this noble creature, 
as well as of many other curiofities of nature. 
A  tiger will fell alinoft as cheap as an ox j and 
1 am credibly informed, a man may purchafe a 
cat with three legs, for very near the value of 
one with four. I hear likewife that there is a 
great defolation among the gentlemen and ladies 
who were the ornaments of the town, and ufed 
to (hine in plumes and diadems j the heroes 
being moil of them prefied, and the queens 
beating hemp. Mrs. Sarabrand, fo famous for 
her ingenious puppet-fhow, has fet up a ihop 
in the Exchange, vvheVe flie fells her little troop 
under the term otijointed babies, I could not 
but be felicitous to know of her, howihe had 
difpofed of that rake-hell Punch, whofe lewd 
life and converfation had given fo much fcan- 
dal, and did not a little contribute to the ruin 
o f the fair. She told me, with a llgh, “  That, 
** defpairing of ever reclaiming him, rtie would 

not offer to plaice him in a civil family, but

“  Reafons for fupprefliog the yearly fair in Brook- 
“  field, W eftm infter, commonly called May-fair.*’ It had 
long been the refort o f the idle and profligate; the peace- 
officers were frequently oppofed in the performance o f their 
d u ty ; and in 1702, John Cooper, a conftable, was killed 
for which murder a fcncing-mafter named C o ok , was after 
wards executed. It was granted 4 James I. to Sir John C oel 
in truft for Henry Lord Dover and their heirs for ever; to 
commence the firft day of M ay, and to continue for fifteen 
days yearly; but being found fo deftrudtive to virtue and 
morals, it was repeatedly prefented as a nuifance by the 
grandjury o f W ettm infter, and entirely abolifhed in 1709.

got
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got him in a poft upon a ftall in Wapping, 
where he may be feen from fun-rifing to fun- 
fetting, with a glafs in one hand, and a pipe 
in the other, as ccntry to a brandy-fhop.’  ̂

The great revolutions of this nature bring to 
my mind the diftrelTes of the unfortunate C a ­
m i l l a ,̂ who has had the ill luck to break be­
fore her voice, and to difappear at a time when 
her beauty was in the height of its bloom. 
This lady entered fo thoroughly into the great 
chara£lers fhe ^dted, that when (he had finiflied 
her part, flie could not think of retrenching her 
equipage, but would appear in her own lodg­
ings with the fame magnificence that {he did 
upon the flage. This grcatncfs of foul had re­
duced that uqhappy princcfs-^ to an involuntary

retirement,

*  ”  Italian Operas, fo fafhionable at this time, were 
“  too much fupperted by the excellent voice and judgement 
“  of M rs. T ofts , a mere Englifhwom an, who in the part 

o f  Camillay was courted by N icolini  in Italian, without 
“  underftanding one fyllable each other faid, or fung; and, 
“ on the other hand, V a l i n t i n i  courting amoroufly, in 
“  the fame language, a Dutch-wom an that could neither 
“  fpeak Englifh nor Italian, committed murder on our good 
“  old Englifti with as little underftanding as a parrot.’ * 
C hetwood ’s “  General Hift. o f the Stage,’* See T a t .

I. N** 4. and N® 1-15.
+ M rs. T ofts , who played the part o f  princefs Camillay 

^ in the meridian o f her beauty with a large fum o f money 
which {he had acquired by finging, quitted the ftage, and 
married M r. Joseph Sm i t h , Conful for the Engli{h 
nation at Venice, to which place flie went with him. M r. 
S m it h  was a great coikdlor of books, and a patron o f  the 
arts 3 he procured engravings to be made from pictures and

defigns

L
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retirement, where fhe now paffes her time among 
the woods and forefts, thinking on the crowns 
and fcepters the has loft, and often humming 
over in her folitude,

I w as born  o f  ro ya l race .
Y e t  in u ft w an d er in  d ifg ra c e , & c *

\ jf.
But, for fear of being over-heard, and her 
lity known, the ufually fings it in Italian,

N^cqui al regnô  nacqui al tropo.
E  -per fono
I  'venturata pajiorella

Since I have touched upon this fubjefl, I 
fliall communicate to my reader part of a letter 
I have received from an ingenious friend at 
Amfterdam, where there is a very noble theatre; 
though the manner of furnilliing it with aitors 
is fomething peculiar to that place, and gives 
us occafton to admire both the politenefs and 
frugality of the people,

defigns of A miconi, M a r co , R icci, P i a z e t t a , and other 
malters, and lived in great ftate and magnificence; but the 
diforder o f his wife returning, Ihe dwelt fequeftered from the 
world in a remote part o f  the houfe, and had a large garden 
to range in, in which Ihe frequently walked, finging, and 
indulging that innocent frenzy which had feized her in the 
earlier part o f her life. She died about the year 1760. Sec 
her letter from Venice, Sp e c t . N®443.

*  “  Cam illa, an O pera,”  4to. 1706. A nonym ous; but 
aferibed to O w en M ac Sw incy, whofc name is fubferibed 
to the Dedication.

0 4 My
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“  My friends have kept me here a week 
“  longer tĥ n̂ ordinary, to fee one of their plays, 
“  whifh was performed laft night with great 
** applaufe. The adors are all of them tradef- 

men; who, after their day’s work is over, 
“  earn about a guilder a-night by perfonating 
“  kings aad generals-. The hero of the tragedy 
“  I faw was a journeyman taylor, and his firft 

minifter of ftate a coffee-man. The emprefs 
** made me think of Parthenope in the R e-p 
** HEARS ALj for her mother keeps an alehoufe 
** in the fuburb» of Amfterdam. When the 

tragedy was over, they entertained us with a 
** fhort farce, in w'hich the cobler did his part to 
“  atniracle; but, upon enquiry, I foqndhe had 
** really been working at his own trade, and re- 
“  prefenting on the flage what he adtfed every 

day in his fliop. The profits of the theatre 
“  maintain an hofpital; for as here they do not 
“  thiipk the profeftion of an adtor the only trade 
** that a man ought to cxercife; fo (hey will 
** not allow any body to grow rich in a profef- 
“  lion, that in their opinion, fo little conduces 
“  to the good of the commonwealth. I f  I am 
“  not millaken, youf playhouf« in England 
“  have done the fame things for, unlcfs I am 
“  mifinformed, the hofpital Dulwich was 
“  crc£ted and endowed by Mr. A l l e y n  a 
•

* K dw ar d  A l l e y n , E fq. in 1614, founded an hofpital 
at D ulw ich  in Surrey, called “  T h e  Colleg? o f G o d ’s G ift ,”  
with a revenue which is reckoned at 700I. per annum.

** player*;
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“  p layer: and it  is alfo faid, a f  fam ous Sh e -  
Tragedian has fettled her eftate, after her 

“  death, for the maintenance o f  decayed w its , 
“  w h o arc to be taken in as foon as they g ro w  
“  d u ll, at w'hatever tim e o f  their life  that lh all 
“  happen."

Mr. C a v e  U n d e r h i l l , the famous- 
comedian in the reigns o f King C h a r l e s  II, 

J a m e s  II. King W i l l i a m  and ( ^ een  
M a r y , and her prefent Majefty Queen A n n e ; 
but now not able to perform fo often as here­
tofore in the playhpyfe, and having had Ioffes 
JO the value o f near 2500I. is to have the tra­
gedy of H a m l e t  a6ted for his benefit, on 
Friday the 3d of June next, at the Theatre- 
Royal in Dfury-Lane, in which he is to per­
form his original part, the Grave-digger‘S,

•f- M rs. A n îe B r a c e g i r d l e , is faid by the French 
tranflator o f the "1 a t l e r  to have been the famous {he- 
tragedian here alluded to, neverthelefs it is, thought more 
probable that M rs. B a r r y  was the real perfon here meant. 
T h e  t^a^ner in which {he ultimately difpofed o f her pro­
perty is unknown, there being now no w ill o f this lady to 
be found in Dodlors Commons.

*  T h is  advertifement is repeated, N ’ 22. Steele  be- 
friendei^ this player, in a manner that did equal honour to 
his genius, and his heart. Some years before, old age had 
obliged U nderhill to quit the ftage. O n  the ftrength o f 
St e e l e ’s kind recommendation to the favour o f  the town, 
in N  22, he appeared once more, but fo difabled and worn 
9ut, as i f  he had been to be buried in the grave he dug.

hen he could no more excite laughter, bis infirmities 
were difmifled with p ity j and he died foon after, a fuper- f 
annuated penfioner, on the lift fupported by joint {hares, 
^nder the patent granted to Sir R. Steele.

N ' ’ 2 I .
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