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N*“21. Saturday, May a8, 1709.

STEELE.

~Nicquid agunt homines —
nojlri ejl farrago lihelli.

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream.
Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.” P.

W hite’s Chocolate-houfe, May 26.

Gentleman has writ to me out of the
A country a very civil letter, and faid things
1 which | fupprefs with great violence to my va-
nity. There are many terms in my narratives
which he complains want explaining} and has
therefore defired that, for the benefit of my
country readers, | would let him know what |
mean by aGENTLEMAN, aPRETTY Fellow,
aToast,aCoquet, aCritic, aWit, and
all other appellations of thofe now in the gayer
world, who are in poffeflion of thefe feveral
characters} together with an account of thofe
who unfortunately pretend to them. | fhall
begin with him we ufually call aGentle-
MAN, or “ Man of Converfation.”

It
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It is generally thought, that warmth of ima-
gination, quick relifli of plealure, and a man-
ner of becoming it, are the moft efTential qua-
lities for forming this fort of man. But any
one that is much in company will obferve, that
the height of good breeding is Ihewn rather in
never giving offence, than in doing obliging
things. Thus he that never (hocks you, though
he is feldom entertaining, is more likely to
keep your favour, than he who often enter-
tains, and fometimes difpleafes you. The moft
rcceflary talent thereforein a“ Man of Conver-
lation,” which is what we ordinarily intend by a
Fine Gentleman, IS a gcodjudgement. He
that has this in perfection, is mafter of his
companion, without letting him fee it; and
has the fame advantage over men of any other
qualifications whatfoever, as one than can fee
would have over a blind man of ten times
his ftrength.

This is what makes Sophronius the darling
of all who converfe with him, and the moft
powerful with his acquaintance of any man in
town. By the light of this faculty he ads with
great ealc and freedom among the men of
pleafure, and acquits himfelf with fkill and dif-
patch among the men of bufinefs. All which
he performs with fuch fuccefs, that, with as
much diferetion in life as any man ever had,
he neither is, nor appears, cunning. But as
he does a good office, if ever he does it, with
fcadinels and alacrity; fo he denies what he does

not
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not care to engage in, in a manner that con-
vinces you that you ought not to have aflced it.
His judgement is fogood and unerring, and ac-
companied with fo chearful a fpirit, that his
coRverfation is a continual feaft, at which he
helps fome, and is helped by others, in fuch a
manner, that the equality of focicty is perfectly
kept up, and every man obliges as much as he
is obliged: for it is thegreateft and jufted Ikill
in a man of fuperior underftanding, to know
how to be on a level with his companions. This
fweet difpofition runs through all the adlions of
SoPHRONius, and makes his company defired
by women, without being envied by men. So-
PHRONius would be as juft as he is, if there
were no law; and would be as difereet as he is,
If there were no fuch things as calumny.

In imitation of this agreeable being, is made
that animal we call aPretty Fellow; who,
being juft able to find out, that what makes So-
PHRONius* acceptable is a natural behaviour,
in order to the fame reputation, makes his own
an artificial one. Jack Dimple is his per-
fect mimic, whereby he is, of courfe, the moft
unlikehim of all men living. Sophronius juft
now pafted into the inner room diredlly for-
ward: Jack comes as fall after as he can for

* One, and by much the ableft of the many continuators
of TheTAXLER, fpeaking of th« fine charafter of So®
fbronius fays, “ One would think that Steele fat here to
“ his own pidfure, er at kaft that he complimented an-
“ other with hjs own features.”*

the
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the right and left looking-glafs, in which he
had but juft approved himfelf by a nod at each,
and marched on. He will meditate within for
half an hour until he thinks he is.not carelefs
enough ill his air, and come back to the mir-
ror to recolleft his forgetfulnefs.

w i1n’s Coffee-houfe, May 27.

This night was afted thecomedy called T he
Fox”j but I wonder the modern writers do not
ufe their intereft in the houfc to fupprefs fuch
reprefentations. A man tliat has been at this,
will hardly like any other play during the fea-
foil: therefore I humbly move, that the wri-
tings, as Well as dreffes, of the laft age ftiould
give way to the prefent fafliion. We are come
intoa good methodenough (ifwe were not inter-
rupted in our mirth by fuch an apparition as a
play of Jonson's) to be entertained at more
cafe, both to the fpedtator and the writer, than
In the days of old. It is no difficulty to get
hats and fwords, and wigs and ftioes, and every
thing elfe, from the fliops in town ; and make a
man ffiew himfelf by his habit, without more
ado, to be a counfellor, a fop, a courtier, or a
citizen, and not be obliged to make thofe cha-
raclcrs talk in different dialedts to be diftin*

* By B. JoNsoN, who fuceeeded to the laurel at the death
of S. Daniel, in 1619, when the Laureat’s falary was raifed
from 100 marks, to 100/. and a tierce of Spanilh wine, pei"
annum. “ The Fox'" was firft acted in 1605, and printed

in 4to. the fame year, with the allowance of the Matter of t"e
Jlcvells.

guiffied
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guifhed from each other. This is certainly the
lureft and heft way of writing : but fuch a play
as this makes a man for a month after over-run
with criticifm, and enquire,  What every man
** on the ftage faid ? what had fuch a one to do
“ to meddle with fuch a thing ? how came the
“ other, who was bred after this or that man-
“ ner, to fpeak fo like a man converfant among
* adifferent people?” Thefe queftions rob Us of
all our pleafurej for, at this rate, no fentence
in a play lhould be fpokcn by any one character
which could poffibly enter into the head of any
other man reprefented in it; but every fenti-
ment fliould be peculiar to him only who utters
it. Laborious Ben’s works will bear this fort
of inquifition ; but if the prefent writers were
thus examined, and the offences againft this rule
cut out, few plays would be long enough for
the whole evening”s entertainment.

But | do not know how they did in thofe old
times: this fame Ben Jonson has made every
one's paflion in this play be towards money;
and yet not one of them expreffes that dehre,
or endeavours to obtain it, any way but what is
peculiar to him only: one facrifices his wife,
another his profeffion, another his pofterity”™
from the fame motive: but theircharaders are
kept fo fkilfully apart, that it feems prodigious
their difcourfes fhould rife from the invention
of the fame author.

But the poets are a neft of hornets, and |
will drive thefe thoughts no farther; but muff

mention
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mention fome hard treatment | am like to rneet
with from my brother-writers. | am dredibly
informed, that the author of a play, called
“ Love in a Hollow Tree”,” has made fome
remarks upon my late difcourfe on “ The
“ Naked Truth.” | cannot blame a gentle-
man for writing againft any error; it is for the
good of the learned world. But | would have
the thing fairly left between us two, and not
under the protedtion of patrons. But my in-
telligence is, that he hath dedicated his treatife
to the honourable Mr.Ec——d H—- RD'f'.

* The comedy, called “ Love in a hollow Tree,” or,
« The Lawyer’s Fortune,” (feeTATLER, N*17. and
was publifiied by William Lord Vifeount G Rimstoh,
when he was only thirteen years of age, which is fome apo-
logy for the many abfurdities in it. It was printed in 4(0.
in 1705, and was never acled, unlefs at fchool, but by a
company of ftrollers at Windfor. On the occafion of a
contefted eledlion for the borough of St. Alban’s it was in-
vidioufly re-printed by the duchefs of Marlborough,
with notes, in which his lordfhip was treated with the uf-
mofl indecency and ill-manners, it was adorned with t~
frontifpiece of an elephant dancing on a rope. The yif-
count bought up as nearly as he could the whole edition.
The duchefs made his lordfhip ample reparation, by print-
ing her own “ Memoirs,” not written in her childhood.
Sec W alpole, Catal. vol. Il. p, 250. “ This worthy
** nobleman was a good hufband to one of the bell of wives,
“ an indulgent father of a numerous offspring, a kind maf-
** ter to his fervants, a generous friend, and an affable, hof-
** pitable neighbour. He died in 175™* . See T at.K 17*
and Note.

f Hon. Edward Howard, author of feven plays, and
ofan epic poem, called “ The Britifh Princes.” He gained,
however, no reputation as a writer, but furnifhed food to the
the contemporary wits, who treated him with great fevc-
xit)/\, N . n
From
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From rtiy own Apartment™ May 27.

TO Isaac Bickerstaff, Efquire.—

SR, York, May 16, 1709.-

** Being convinced, as the whole world is,
how infallible your predications are, and hav-
ing the honour to be your near relation of
thestaffian family, | was under great con-
cern at one of your predidtions relating to
yourfelf, wherein you foretold your own death
would happen on the feventeenth inftant
unlefs it were prevented by the affiftance of
well difpofed people: | have therefore pre-
vailed on my own modefty to fend you a
piece of news, which may ferve inftead of
Goddard’s drops, to keep you alive for two
days, until nature be able to recover itfelf, or
until you meet with fome better help from
other hands. Therefore, without further
At ceremony, 1 will relate a fingular adventure

* See this conditional predidlion, T at. N®7.

t Dr. Jonathan Goddard was the phyficlan and
confidant of Cromwell, a member of the Royal Society,
and medical profeflbr of Grefham College. He was the firft
Englifliman who made telefcopes; and in the courfe of his
accurate chemical experiments difeovered the famous elixir,
called here his drops, the bafis of which, was the volatile
fpirit of raw filk, rarified with oil of cinnamon or fome other
cffential oil. See Biogr, Biit, ift ed. Art. Lister, Note
E. p. 2975.

3
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juft happened in the place where | am
writing, wherewith it may be highly ufeful
for the public to be informed.

“ Three young ladies of our town were on
Saturday laft indidted for witchcraft. The
witneftes againft the firft depofed upon oath
before Juftice Bindover, that flie kept fpirits
locked up in veflels, which fometimes ap-
peared in fl.imes of blue firej that ftie ufed
magical herbs, with fome of which ftie drew
in hundreds of men daily to her, who'went
out from her prefence all inflamed, their
mouths parched, and a hot fteam ifluing
from them, attended with a grievous ftench:
that many of the faid men were by the force
of that herb metamorphofcd into fwine, and
lay wallowing in the kennels for twenty-four
hours, before they could re-affume their
fhapes, or their fenfes.

It was proved againft the fecond, That fhe
cut off by night the limbs from dead bodies
that were hanged, and was feen to dig holes
in the ground, to mutter fome conjuring
words, and bury pieces of the flefli after
the ufual manner of witches.

“ The third was accufed for a notorious piece
of forcery, long pra(ftifed by hags, of mould-
ing up pieces of dough into the lhapes of
men, women, and children j then heating
them at a gentle fire, which had a fympa-
thetic power to torment the bowels of thofe
in the neighbourhood.

VoL. | P » Thi»
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““ This was the Turn of what was objefted
againft the three ladies, who indeed had
nothing to fay in their own defence, but
downright deny the fafts, which is like
to avail very little when they come upon
their'trials.

“ But the parfon of our parifli, a ftrange re-

fractory man, will believe nothing of all this;

fo that the whole town cries out * Shame!
that one of his coat fhould be luch an athcift;
and defign to complain of him to the bifhop.

He goes about very odly to folve the matter.

He fuppofes, that the firfl: of thefe ladies

keeping a brandy and tobacco fliop, the

fellows went out fmoking; and got drunk
towards evening, and made themfelves beads.

He fays, the fecond is a butcher’s daughter,

and fometimes brings a quarter of mutton

from the flaughter-houfe over-night againft

a market-day, and once buried a bit of beef

in the ground, as a known receipt to cure
"warts on her hands. The parfon affirms,
' that the third fells gingerbread, which, to
' pleafe the children, (he is forced to damp
“with images before it is baked ; and if it
" burns their guts, it is becaufe they eat too
f much, or do not drink after it.

“ Thefe are the anfwers he gives to folve
‘ thofe wonderful phenomena Yy upon which |
‘ diall not animadvert, but leave it among
‘ Philofophers; and fo, widdng you all fuc-

“ cefs
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cefs in your undert;5kings for the amend-
“ ment of the world, | remain, dear coufin.
"(Your mod: affeStionate Kinfman,
** and humble fervant,
‘ Ephraim Bedstaf]

u

* P, S. Thofe who wer6 condemned to death
** among the Athenians were obliged to take
“ a dofe of poifon, which made them die up-
wards j feizing firft upon their feet, mak-
ing them cold and infenlible, and fo afcend-
ing gradually, until it reached the vital parts.
| believe your death, which you foretold
would happen on the feventeenth inftant, will
fall out the fame way, and that your diftem-
per hath already feized on you, and makes
progrefs daily. The lower part of you, that
Is, the Advertiiements, is dead*; and thefe
have rifen for thefe ten days laft paft, fo that
they now take up almoft a whole column,
Pray, Sir, do you endeavour to drive this
diftemper as much as poffible to the extreme
parts, and keep it there, as wife folks do the
gout: for if it once gets into your ftomach,
it will foon fly up into your head, and you
are a dead man."

* Bickerstaff was far from mending in this particu-
lar. The number of advertifements increafed furprizingly
in the courfe of the work; and juftled out the articles of
news, being probably more lucrative.

t Any

CA

0/\
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** Any perfon that lliall come publicly abroad
in afantaftical habit, contrary to the prefent
mode and falhion, except Don Diego Dif-
mallo”, or any other out of poverty, (hall
have his name and drefs inierted in our
next.”

N. B. Mr. How’'d’yecall is defired to leave
** off thofe buttons.”

N’ 22. Tuefday, May 31, 17009.
STEELE.

~Nicquid agunt homines — —
nojlri eftfarrago lihelU*
Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

" Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for it's theme,” P.

W hite’s Chocolate-houfe, May 28.

CAME hither this evening to fee falhions;
and who (hould I firft encounter but my old
friendCynthio (encompaffed by acroud of
young fellows) dictating on the paflion of L ove

t A nick-name given in the rage of party, to a very re-
fpeflable nobleman, the Lari of Nottinoham. SteklIB

objects to this applicat'on of the charadter. See Guard.
N** 53.

t SeeTat, N®15. NR85« N®85] and L over, N*38.
with





