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** Any perfon that lliall come publicly abroad
in afantaftical habit, contrary to the prefent
mode and falhion, except Don Diego Dif-
mallo”, or any other out of poverty, (hall
have his name and drefs inierted in our
next.”

N. B. Mr. How’'d’yecall is defired to leave
** off thofe buttons.”

N’ 22. Tuefday, May 31, 17009.
STEELE.

~Nicquid agunt homines — —
nojlri eftfarrago lihelU*
Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

" Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for it's theme,” P.

W hite’s Chocolate-houfe, May 28.

CAME hither this evening to fee falhions;
and who (hould I firft encounter but my old
friendCynthio (encompaffed by acroud of
young fellows) dictating on the paflion of L ove

t A nick-name given in the rage of party, to a very re-
fpeflable nobleman, the Lari of Nottinoham. SteklIB

objects to this applicat'on of the charadter. See Guard.
N** 53.

t SeeTat, N®15. NR85« N®85] and L over, N*38.
with
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1 with the gayeft air imaginable! ” Well/’
fays he, “ as to what | know of the matter,
“ there is nothing but ogling with Ikill carries a
““ woman; but indeed it is not every fool that
Is capable of this art; you will find twenty
can fpeak eloquently, fifty that can fight
manfully, and a thoufand that can drefs gen-
teelly at a miftrefs, where there is one that
can gaze fkilfully. This requires an exqui-
fite judgment, to take the language of her
** eyes to yours exadtly, and not let yours talk
“ too faft for hers; as at a play between the
“ afts, when beau Frifk ftands upon a bench
** full in Lindamlra’s face, and her dear eyes
are fearching round to avoid that flaring

“ open fool; file meets the watchful glance of
“ her true Lover, and fees his heart attentive on
“ her charms, and waiting for a fecond twinkle
“ of her eye for its next motion.” Here the
good company fneered; but he goeson. “ Nor
“ 1s this attendance aflavery, when a man meets
with encouragement, and her eye comes often
in his way: for, after an evening fo fpent,
and the repetition of four or five fignificant
looks at him, the happy man goes home to
his lodging full of ten thouland pleafing
images : his brain is dilated, and gives him
all the ideas and profpedls which it ever lets
into its feat of pleaiure. Thus a kind look
from Lindamira revives in his imagination all
the beauteous lawns, green fields, woods, fo-
refts, rivers, and foUtudes, which he had ever
p 2 “ before



214 THE TATLER. N “ 22,

before feen in pidure, defcription, or real
life: and all with this addition, that he now

“ fees them with the eyes of a happy Lover, as
“ before only with thofc of a common man.
*You laugh, gentlemen, but confider your-
felves (ye common people, that were never

“ in Love) and compare yourfelvcs in good hu-
“ mour with yourfelves out of humour, and
“ ye will then acknowledge, that all external
“ objedts affedt you according to the difpolitions
**ye are in to receive their impreflions, and
not as thofe objedls are in their own nature.
How much more fhall all that paffes withiii

“ his view and obfervation touch with delight
“ a man who is prepofTelTed with fuccefsful
** |_ove, which is an aflemblage of foft affcdtion,
** gay deiires, ar.d hopeful refolutions ?* '
Poor Cynthjo went on at this rate to the
crowd about hini, without any purpofe in his
talk, but to vent an heart overflowing with fenfe
of fuccefs. | wondered what could exalt him
from the diflrefs, inwhich he had long appeared,
to fo much alacrity: but my familiar has given
me the Rate of his affairs. It feems, then, that
lately coming out of the playhoufe, his mif-
trefs, who know's he is in her livery, as the man-
ner of infolent beauties is, rcfolved to keep
him flill fo, and gave him fo much wages as to
complain to him of the crowd fhe was to pafs
through. He had his wits and refolution
enough about him to take her hand, and fay,
he would attend her to the coach. All the
way
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way thither my good young man ftammered at
every word, and ilumbled at every ftep. His
miftreis, wonderfully pleafed with her triumph,
put to him a thoufand queftions, to make a
man of his natural wit fpeak with hefttationj
and let drop her fan, to fee him recover it
aukwardly. This is the whole foundation of
cynthio's recovery to the fprightly air he
appears with at prefent.

1 grew mighty curious to know fomething
more of that lady’s affairs, as being amazed
how fhe could dally with an offer of one of his
merit and fortune. | fent Paco1et t0 her
lodgings, who immediately brought me back
the following letter to her friend and confidant
Amanda in the country, wherein flie has opened
her heart and all its folds.

Dear Amanda,

The town grows fo empty, that you muft
expedt my letter fo too, except you will allow
me to talk of myfelf inftead of others : you
cannot imagine what pain it is, after a whole
day fpent in public, to want your company,
and the eafe which friendflilp allows in being
vain to each other, andfpeaking all our minds.
An account of the daughter which thefe un™
happy eyes have made within ten days lafl
pad, would make me appear too great a ty-
** rant to be allowed in a Chriflian country. |

fhall therefore confine myfelf to my principal

P 4 conquefts,
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** conquefts, which are the hearts of beau

13

Frisk and Jack Freeland, befides Cyn-
THio, who, you know, wore my fetters be-
fore you went out of town. Shall | tell you
my weaknefs? | begin to love Frisk; it is
the beft-humoured impertinent thing in the
world: he is always too in waiting, and will
certainly carry me off one time or other.
Freeland’sfather and mine have been upon
treaty without confulting me; andCYNTnio
has been eternally watching my eyes, without
approaching me, my friends, my maid, or
any one about me: he hopes to get me, |
believe, as they fay the rattle-fnake does the
fquirrel, by daring at me until 1 drop into his
mouth. Freeland demands me for ajoin-
ture, which he thinks deFrves me; Cyn-
THio thinks nothing high enough to be my
value: Freeland therefore will take it for
no obligation to have me; and Cynthio’s
idea of me is what will vanifli by knowing
me better. Familiarity will equally turn the
veneration of the one, and the indifference of
the other, into contempt. | will (tick there-
fore to my old maxim, to have that fort of
man, who can have no greater views than
what are in my power to give him puffefHon
of. The utmoft of my dear Frisk’s ambi-

< tion is, to be thought a man of fafhion; and
<(therefore has been fo much in mode, as to

refoLve upon me, becaufe thewhole town likes
me. Thus | choofe rather a man who Loves
13 me
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me becaufe others do, than one who approves

me on his own judgement. He that judges

for himfelf in Love will often change his opi-

nion; but he that follows the fenfe of others
“ mull: be conftant, as long as a woman can
** make advances. The vifits | make, the en-
“ tertainments | give, and the addreffes | re-

ceive, will be all arguments for me with a
““man of Frisk’s fecond-hand geniusj but
“ would be fo many bars to my happinefs with
any other man. However, fince F risk can
wait, | Ihall enjoy a fummer or two longer,
and remain a fingle woman, in the fublime
pleafure of being followed and admired ]
which nothing can equal, except that of be-
ing beloved by you. | am, &c.”

w i11’s Coffee-houfe, May 30.

My chief bufinefs here this evening was to
fpcak to my friends in behalf of honeft Cave
Underhill*, who has beena comic for three

generations:

* See T at. N? 20. and notes.
Colley Cibber fays, “ Underhill was a correal and
narural comedian, his pa;ticular excellence was tn cha-
radlers that may be called ftill-life, I mean the ftiff, the
heavy, and the ftupid; to thefe he gave the exaftett and
moft exprcffive colours, and in fome of them looked as if
it were not in the power of homan paffions to alter a fea-
ture of him. A rountenance of wood could not be more
fixed th.:n his, when the blockhead of a chaiadler re-
quired it 1 his face was full and long 5from his crown to
*<«the end of his nofc, was the iborter half of it, fo that the
“ difproportion
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generations: my father admired him extremely
when he was aboy. There is certainly nature
eexcellently reprefented in his manner of a(ftion;
in which he ever avoided that general fault in
players, of doing too much. It mult be con-
fefl'ed, he has not the merit of fome ingenious
perfons now on the ftage, of adding to his au-
thors; for the adtors were fo dull in the lafi:
age, that many of them have gone out of the
world, without having ever fpoke one word of
their own in the theatre. Poor Cave is fo mor-
tified, that he quibbles and tells you, he pre-
tends only to a6l a part fit for a man who has
one foot in the grave, vix. a grave-digger*.
All admirers of true comedy, it is hoped, will
have the gratitude to be prefent on the lafl: day
of his adting, who, if he does not happen to
pleafe them, will have it even then to fay, that
it is his firfl: offence.

But there is a gentleman here, who fays he
has it from good hands, that there is adtually
a fubfeription made by many perfons of wit
and quality, for the encouragement of new
comedies. This defign will very much contri-
bute to the improvement and diverfion of the
town: but as every man is moft concerned for
himfeif, I, who am of a faturnine and melan-

difproportion of h'S lower features, when fobcrly com*
“ pofed, threw him into the moft lumpilh, moping mortal,
“ that ever made beholders merry ! not but at other times,
“ he could be wakened into fpirit equally ridiculous.”
¢+ In this charadler he was particularly admired. C jbber,

2 choly
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choly complexion, cannot but murmur, that
there is not an equal invitation to write tra-
gedies; having by me, in my book of com-
mon places, enough to enable me to finifh a
very fad one by the fifth of the next month.
| have the farewel of a general, with a trun-
cheon in his hand, dying for love, in fix lines.
I have the principles of a politician (who does
all the mifchief in the play) together with his
declaration on the vanity of ambition in his
laft moments, exprefled in a page and an half.
| have all my oaths ready, and my fimilies
want nothing but application. 1 will not pre-
tend to give you an account of the plot, it be-
ing the fame defign upon which all tragedies
have been for fevcral years laft paftj and
from the beginning of the firft fcene, the fre-
guenters of the houfe may know as well as the
author, when the battle is to be fought, the
lady to yield, and the hero proceed to his wed-
ding and coronation. Bcfides thefe advantages
which | have in readinefs, I have an eminent
tragedian very much my friend, who lliall
come in and go through the whole five adls,
without troubling me for one fentcnce, whether
he is to kill or be killed, love or be loved, win
battles or lofe them, or whatever other tragical
performance | ftiall pleafe to affign him.

From my own Apartment, May 30.

I have this day received a letter, fubferibed
FIiDEt,iA, that gives me an account of an in-
, chantment
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chantment un™er wliich a young lady fulFers,
and dcfires my help to exorcife her from the
power of the forcerer. Her lover is a rake of
fixty; the lady a virtuous woman of twenty-
five: her relations are to the laft degree af-
fildled, and amazed at this irregular paffion :
their forrow | know not how to remove, but
can their afionifijment; for there is no fpirit in
woman half fo prevalent as that of contradic-
tion, which is the foie caufe of her perfever-
ance. Let the whole family go dreffed in a
body, and call the bride to-morrow morning
to her nuptials, and | will undertake the incon-
fiant will forget her lover in the midft of all
his aches. But if this expedient does not fuc-
ceed, | muft be fo juft to the young lady’s dif-
tinguifhing fenfe, as to applaud her choice. A
fine young woman, at laft, is but what is due
from fate to an honeft fellow, who has fuffered
fo unmercifully by the fexj and | think we
cannot celebrate her heroic virtue, who (like
the patriot that ended a peftdence by plunging
himfelf into a gulph) gives herfelf up to gorge
that dragon which has devoured fo many vir-
gins before her.

A letter direded “ To Isaac Bicker-
STAFF, Efquire, Aftrologer and Phyfician
“in Ordinary to her Majefty’s fubjedts of
“ Great-Britain, with refpedt,” is come to

band.
N “ 23.





