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N 23. Thurfday, June 2, 1709,
STEELE.

~Nicquid agunt homines»— 1 .
nojlri eftfarrago Ubelli,

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

** Whatever men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for it's theme,’* P.

W hite’s Chocolate-houfe, May 31.

h e generality of mankind are fo very fond
T of this world, and of flaying in it, that a

man cannot have eminent ikill in any one art,
but they will, in fpite of his teeth, make him
a Phyfician alfo, that being the fciencc the
worldlings have mofl need of. | pretended,
when | firfl fet up, to Aftrology onlyj but, |
am told, | have deep (kill in Medicine. | am
applied to now by a gentleman for my advice
in behalf of his wife, who, upon the lead:
matrimonial difficulty, is exceffively troubled
with fits, and can bear no manner of paflion
without falling into immediate convulfions. |
muft confefs it is a cafe | have known before,
and remember the party was recovered by cer-
tain words pronounced in the midfl of the fit,

4
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hy the learned doiftor who performed the cure.
Thefe ails have ufually their beginning from
the affedtions of the mind : therefore you muft
have patiefic™ to let me give you an inftance,
whereby you may difeern the caufe of the dif-

temper, and then proceed in cure as follows:
A fine town-lady was married to a gentleman
of ancient defeent in one of the counties of
Great-Britain,whohad good-humour toaweak-
nefs, and was that fort of perfon, of whom it is
ufually faid, he is no man’s enemy but his
own: one who had too much tendernefs of foul
to have any authority with his wife; and file too
little fenfe to give him any authority, for that
reafon. His kind wife obferved this temper in
him, and made proper ufeof it. But, knowing
it was below a gentlewoman to wrangle, file
refolved upon an expedient to fave decorum”
and wear her dear to her point at the fame time.
She therefore took upon her to govern him, by-
falling into fits whenever file was repulfed in a
requeft, or contradidled in a difeourfe. It was
a fifii-day, when, in the midft of her hulband's
good-humour at table, fhe bethought herfelf to
try her projedl. She made figns that file had
fwallowed a bone. The man grew pale as
aflies, and ran to her afiiftance, calling for
drink. * No, my dear,” faid file, recover-
ing, it is downj do not be frightened.”
This accident betrayed his foftnefs enough.
The next day flie complained, a lady’s chariot,
whofe hufband had not half his eftate, had a
crane-
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crane-neck, and hung with twice the air that
hers did. He anfwered, * Madam, you
“ know my income} you know | have IoR
“ tvvocoach-horfes this Ipring.” ------ Down fhe
fell.------ Hartihorn ! Betty, Sufan, Alice,

“ throw water in her face.” With much care
and pains, flie was at laft brought to herfelf,
and the vehicle in which Ihe vifited v/as
amended in the niceil manner, to prevent re-
lapfes } but they frequently happened during
that hulband’s whole life, which he had the
good fortune to end in few years after. The
difconfolate foon pitched upon avery agreeable
fuccelTor, whom Ihe very prudently deljgned to
govern by the fame method. This man knew
her little arts, and reiblved to break through
all tendcrnefs, and be abfolute mafter as foon
as occalion offered. One day it happened, that
a difcourfe arofe about turniture : he was very
glad of the occafion, an.d fell into an invedtive
againft china, protefting, he would never let
five pounds more of his money be laid out that
w'ay as long as he breathed”. She immediately

fainted

* About this time a faftilon of collecting ufelefs pieces of
china began t - be very prevalent. It was indulged forfome
years at great expence, and to aftonil.bing degrees. Nothing
was to be feen but vaft pyramids of this ware in beaufets, on
chimney-pieces, and wherever they c luld be placed; info-
much that houfes in thofe days InokeJ more like ftiops full
of this merchandize for fale, than habitations furn flied
With fuch things for ufe, or convenienc.e. A ddison ildi-
cules this abfurdity in a Paper finiflicd adter his bell man-

ner.
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fainted.— He ftarts up as amazed, and calls
for help.— The maids run to the clofet.—
He chafes her face, bends her forward, and
beats the palms of her hands: her convuU
lions increafe, and down Ihs tumbles on the
floor, where lhe lies quite dead, in fpite of
what the whole family, from the nuriery to
the kitchen, could do for ht:r relief.

W hile every fervant was thus helping or la-"
menting their miftrefs, he, fixing his cheek to
hers, feemed to be followin.g in a trance of for-
row; but fecrctly whifpejs her, My dear™
“ this will never do : what is within my power
and fortune, you may a.lways commandj but
none of your artifices : you are quite in other
hands than thofe you ipafled thefe pretty paf-
“ fions upon.”* This ijiade her almofl: in the
condition lhe pretended* j her convulfions now
came thicker, nor wa? the to be held down;
The kind man double s his care, helps the fer-
yants to throw water "in her face by full quarts;
and when the finking _part of the fit came again,
* Well, my dear,” f2,id he, * | applaud }our ac-
“ tion ; but I mufl, take my leave of you until

you are more firjcere with me; farewell for
** ever: you fhall filv-'ays know where to hear of
“ me, and want for nothing.” W.ith that he
ordered the mahds to keep plying her with

ner. Lover, N* I'o. “ What do ]. know whether Chtnabe
dear or no? | o'nce took a fancy to go mad for it, but
now it is off” * Swift’s Works, vol. XXil p. 55

o ove. hartfhorn,
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hartfhorn, while he went for a phyfician j e
was fcarce at the ftair-nead when (he followed,
1 ad pulling him into aclofet, thanked him for
her curej which was foabfolute, that (he gave
me this relation herfclf, to be communicated

for the benefit of all the voluntary invalids of
her lex.

From my own Apartment, May 31. *

The public is not fo little my concern,
though | am but a Ifudent, as that I'lhould not
intereft myfelf in the prefent great things in
agitation. 1 am (till of opinion the French
king will fign the preliminaries. With that
view, | have fent him, by my familiar, the
following epiftle, and admonilhed him, on pain
of what | (liall fay of him to future generations,
to abl with fincerity on this occafion.

“ London, May 31, 17009.

“ |saac Bickerstaff, Eiquire, of Grqgat-
** Britain, to Lewis XIV. of France.

“ THE furprizing news which arrived this
day, of your majelly’s having refufed to fign
the treaty your minifters have in a manner
fued for, is what gives ground to this ap-
plication to your majefty, from on*e, whofe
name perhaps, is too obfeure, to have ever
reached your territories; butene, who, with
all the European world, is affedted wUh your

determinations. Therefore, as It IS mine
VoL.l. “ and
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and the common caufe of mankind, | pre-
fume to expoftulate with you on this occafion.
It will, 1 doubt not, appear to the vulgar
extravagant, that the actions of a mighty
prince Ihould be balanced by the cenfure of
a private man, whofe approbation or diflike
are equally contemptible in their eyes, when
they regard the thrones of fovereigns. But
your majefty has fhewn, through the whole
courfe of your reign, too great a value for
liberal arts, to be infenfible that true fame
lies only in the hands of learned men, by
whom it is to be tranfmitted to futurity,
with marks of honour or reproach, to the end
of time. The date of human life is too
fhort to recompence the cares which attend
the moft private condition. Therefore it is,
that our fouls are made as it were too big
for it; and extend themfelves in the profpedt
of a longer exiftence, in a good fame, and
memory of worthy adions, after our deceafe.
The whole race of men have this pafiion in,
fome degree implanted in their bofoms,
which is the ftrongeft and nobleft incitation
to honeft attempts: but the bafe ufe of the
arts of peace, eloquence, poetry, and all the
parts ol learning, have been polielTed by fouls
fo unworthy of thofe faculties, that the names
and appellations of things have been con-
founded by the labours and writings of pro-
flituted men, who have ftamped a reputation
upon fuch actions as are in themfelvcs the

“ objeds
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obje6ls of contempt and difgrace. This is
that which has milled your majefty in the
conduct of your reign, and made that life,
which might have been the moll imitable,
the moil: to be avoided. To this it is, that
the great and excellent qualities, of which
your rnajefty is mafter, are loft in their ap-
plication : and your majefly has been carry-
ing on for many years the moll: cruel tyranny,
with all the noble methods which are ufed
to fupport a juft reign. Thus it is, that it
avails nothing that you are a bountiful maf-
tcr; that you are fo generous as to reward
even the unfuccefsful with honour and
riches that no laudable a<ftion pafles un-
rewarded in your kingdomthat you have
fearched all nations for obfeure merit: in a

* One of his minifters, in excufe for his ill-fuccefs in a

bufinefs committed to his care, faying, “ 'lI'hat he had ra-

113

ther been unfortunate than culpable;” it was anfwered,
That the king had no farther occafion for his fcivicc, for
though he gave penfions, he did notgive employments to
the unfai tunate,’

t This pafTage receives feme illuftration from the fol-

lowing extratfl of a letter of M. Colbert to Isaac V os-
sius, in June, 1662:

“ Sir, Though the king is not your fovereign, he wllhes
neverihelefs to be your benefaftor, and commanded me
to fend you the Inciofed letter of exchange, as a mark of
bis efteem, and a pledge of his protedlion, It is noted
by every body how worthily you tread in the fteps of the
celebrated Vossius your father.— Thcfe things being
known to his majefty, he takes a pleafure in rewarding
your merit, &c. Colomiez, Bill. Choif, p. 182. edit.

170c.

on2 “ word.
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*word, that you are in your private character
*endowed with every princely quality; when
*all that is fubjeded to unjull and ill-taught

**

ambition, which, to the injury of the world,
iIs gilded by thoTe endowments. However,
if your majefty will condefeend to look into
your own foul, and confider all its faculties
and wvveakneffes with impartiality; if you
will but be convinced, that life is fupported
in you by the ordinary methods of food, reft,
and fleep; you will think it impoffible that
you could ever be fo much impofed on, a?
to have been wrought into’a belief, that fg
many thoufands of the fame make with your-
felf, were formed by Providence for no other
end, but by the hazard of their very being
to extend the conquefts and glory of an in-
dividual of their own fpecies. A very little
refiedion will convince your majefty, that
fuch cannot be the intent of the Creator;
and, it not, what horror mull it give your
majefty to think of the vaft devaftations your
ambition has made among your fellow-crea-
tures! While the warmth of youth, the flat-
tery of crouds, and a continual feries of fuc-
cefs and triumph, indulged your majefty in
this illufion of mind, it was lefs to be won-
dered at, that you proceeded in this miftakea
purfuit of grandeur; but when age, difap-
pointments public calamities, perfonal

* An allufion to M. Maintbnon’s letter in N® 19.

See alfo N** 24, and N® 26.

“ diftempers
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diftcmpers, and the reverfe of all that makes,
men forget their true being, are fallen upon'
you; heavens! Is it poffible you can live
without remorfc? Can the wretched man be
a tyrant? Can grief fludy torments? Can
forrow be cruel ? .
“ Your majefty will obferve, | do not bring’
againft you a railing accufation; but, as you.
are a ftri(ot profefTor of religion, | befeech your
majefty to ftop the effufion of blood, by re-
ceiving the opportunity which prefent.s itfelf
for the prefervation of your diftrefled people.
Be no longer fo infatuated, as to hope for
renown from murder, and violence: but con-
fider that the great day will come, in which
this world and all its glory fliall change in a
moment; when nature fhall ficken, and the
earth and fea give up the bodies committed
fo them, to appear before the laft tribunal.
Will it then, O king! be an anfwer for
the lives of millions, who have fallen by the
fword, * They perhhed for my glory ?
That day will come on, and one like it is
immediately approaching : injured nations-
advance towards thy habitation : vengeance
has begun its march, which is to be diverted
only by the penitence of the opprelTor.
Awake, O monarch, from thy lethargy | Dif-
dain the abufes thou haft received : pull
1down the ftatue which calls thee immortal:
be truly great: tear thy purple, and put on.
fackcloth. 1 am, “ Thy generous enemy,
‘* Isaac Bickerstaff.”





