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N*™* 24, Saturday, June 4, 1709.
ADDISON*.

~Nicquid agunt hominest
noftri  farrago libellu

Juv. Sat. 1. 85, 86.

Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.** P.

W hite’s Chocolate-houfe, June 2.

N my Paper of the twenty-eighth of the laft

month, 1 mentioned feveral charadters which
Want explanation to the generality of readers :
among others, | fpoke of a Pretty Fellow. |
have received a kind admonition in a letter, to
take care that I do not omit to fhew alfo what
ismeant byaVery Pretty Fellow, which
Is to be allowed as a charadcr by itfelf, and a
perfon exalted above the other by a peculiar
fprightlinefs; as one who, by a diftinguifhing
vigour, outftrips his companions, and has
thereby deferved and obtained a particular ap-
pellation or nick-name of familiarity. Some

* This Paper N®24, is affigned to Addison, on the au-
thority of the delivered by Steele to Mr. 1'. TickeU.
$ee his edition of Addison’s “ Works” in 410.

have
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have this diftindion from the falr-fex, who are
fo generous as to take into their proteftion fuch
as are laughed at by the men, and place them
for that reafon in degrees of favour*.

The chief of this fort is Colonel Brunett,
who is a man of falhion, becaufe he will be fo;
and pradifes avery janty way of behaviour, be-
caufe he is too carelefs to know when he offends,
and too fanguine to be mortified if he did know
it. Thus the colonel has met with a town
ready to receive him, and cannot poflibly feewhy
he Ihould not make ufe of their favour, and
fet himfelf in the firlf degree of converfation.
Therefore he is very fuccefsfully loud among
the wits, and familiar among the ladies, and
diflblute among the rakes. Thus he is ad-
mitted in one place, becaufe he is fo in another;
and every man treats Brunett well, not out
of his particular efteem for him, but in refpeft
to the opinion of others. It is to me a folid
pleafure to fee the world thus miftaken on
the good-natured fide; for it is ten to one but
the colonel mounts into a general officer, mar-
ries a fine lady, and is mafter of a good eftate,
before they come to explain upon him. What
gives moft delight to me in this obfervation is,
that all this arifes from pure nature, and the
colonel can account for his fuccefs no more
than thofe by whom he fucceeds. For thefe
caufes and confiderations, | pronounce him a

t See N" 9, N* 26, and notes.

CL4 true
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true woman’s man, and in the firft degree
“ A very Pretty Fellow.”

The next to a man of this unlverfal genius is
one V ho is peculiarly formed for the ferviceof
the ladies, and his merit chiefly is to be of no
confeg.iience. | am indeed a little in doubt,
whether he ought not rather to be called a very
Happy, than a very Pretty Fellow ? for he is
admitted at all hours : all he fays or does,
which would offend in another, are paffed over
In him; and all actions and fpeeches which
pleafe, doubly pleafe if they come from him:
no one Wonders or takes notice when he is
wrong; but all admire him when he is in the
right.— By the way, it is fit to remark, that
there are people of better fenfe than thefe, who
endeavour at this charatSer; but they are out
of nature; and though, with fome indufiry,
they get the charadiers of fools, they cannot
arrive to he fcldom to be merely “ Pretty

Fellows.” But, where nature has formed,
a perfon for this fiation amongfl men, he is
gifted with a peculiar genius for fuccefs, and
his very errors and abfurdities contribute toit;
this felicity attending him to his life’'s end:
for it being in a manner neceffary that he
fliould be of no confequence, he is as well in
old age as youth; and | know a man, whofe
fon has been fome years a “ Pretty Fellow,”

who is himfelf at this hour a « very Pretty.
Fellow.”

. One
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One muft move tenderly in this place, for
we are now in the ladies lodgings, and fpeak-
ing of fuch as are fupported by their influence
and favour j againft which there is not, nei-
ther ought there to be, any difpute, or obferva-
tion. But when we come into more free air,
one may talk a little more at large.

Give me leave then to mention three, whom
Ido not doubt but vse fliall fee make confider-
able figures; and thefe are fuch as for their
Bacchanalian performances muft be admitted
into this order. They are three brothers lately
landed from Holland: as yet, indeed, they
have not made their public entry, but lodge
and converfe at Wapping. They have merited
already on the water-fide particular titles : the
flrft is called H ogshead ; the fecond, Cc u1-
VERIN; and the third, M usquet. This fra-
ternity is preparing for our end of the town by
their ability in the exercifes of Bacchus, and
meafure their time and merit by liquid weight,
and power ofdrinking. Hogshead IS apret-
tier Fellow than cuiverin, by two quarts;
and CuEVERIN than M usqjjet, by a full pint.
It is to be feared H ogshead IS fo often top
full, and cuLvERiIN* over-loaded, that Mus-

QJJET

* * Examiner,"” vol. HI. N “48. |t would feem from
the paffage in the Examiner here referred to, that three men
of diftinition at that time, probably noblemen, were fup-
pofed t ) be denoted under the names of Hogjhead~ Culvrrin®
and Mufquet™ from ~Vaffing\ or, as they are named by the

Examiner,
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QUET will be the only lading “ Very Pretty
Fellow” of the three.

A third fort of this denomination is fuch as,
by very daring adventures in love, have pur-
chafed to themfelves renown and new names;
as Jo Carry, for his exceffive ftrength and
vigour; Tom Drybones, for his generous lofs
of youth and health; and Cancrum, for his
meritorious rottennefs.

Thefe great and leading fpirits, are propofed
to all fuch of our Britifli youth as would arrive
at perfedion in thefe different kinds; and if
their parts and accomplifhments were well
Imitated, it is not doubted but that our nation
would foon excel all others in wit and arts, as
they already do in arms.

N, B. The gentleman who dole Betty
Pepin * may own it, for he is allowed to be
“ a VERY Pretty Fellow.”

But we mud proceed to the explanation of
oihcr terms in our writings.

To know what a T oast f is in the country,
gives as much perplexity as die herfelf does in

Examiner, « Tun™ Gun, and Pijiol, from TVapfmg:™ They
are there mentioned among others, faid to have been,
“ with at lead fifty more, fufFerers offigure, under this au-
“ thor’s fatyr, in the days of his mirth, &c.” See alfo
G uardian, 53.

* A kept miftrefs of a Baronet at that time in the vicinity
of London and Brentford, who diflipated his fortune in
contefting ele<ions, &c. See N" 31; and N* 129,

t See T atler, N 31 and N° 129.

town:
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town : and indeed the learned differ very much
upon the original of this word, and the accep-
tation of it among the moderns. However, it
is by all agreed to have a joyous and chearful
iImport. A Toad in acold morning, heightened
by nutmeg, and fweetened with fugar, has for
many ages been given to our rural difpenfers
of juftice, before they entered upon caufes,
and has been of great and politic ufe to
take off the feverity of their fentences ; but
has indeed been remarkable for one ill effedt,
that it inclines thofe who ufe it immoderately
to fpeak Latin, to the admiration rather than
information of an audience. This application
of aToad makes it very obvious, that the word
may, without a metaphor, be und”™-dood as an
apt name for a thing which raifes us in the
mod fovereign degree. But many of the wits
of the lad age will affert that the word, in its
prefent fenfe, was known among them in their
youth, and had its rife from an accident at the
town of Bath, in the reign of King Charles
the Second.

It happened that, on a public day, a cele-
brated beauty of thofe times was in the Crofs
Bath, and one of the croud of her admirers
took a glafs of the water in which the fair one
dood, and drank her health to the company.
There was in the place a gay fellow half fud-
dled, who offered tojump in, and fwore, though
he liked not the liquor, hewould have theToad.
H e was oppofcd in his refolution; yet this whim

gave
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gave foundation to the prefent honour which is
done to the lady wc mention in our liquors,
who has ever fince been called a T oast.
Though this inftitution had fo trivial a be-
ginning, it is now elevated into a formal orderj
and that happy virgin, who is received and
drunk to at their meetings, has no more to do
in this life but to judge and accept of the firft
good offer. The manner of her inauguration
IS much like that of the choice of a Doge in
Venice: itis performed by balloting; and when
fhe is fo chofen, fhe reigns indifputably for
that enfuing year; but muft be elected a-new
to prolong her empire a moment beyond it.
When fhe is regularly chofen, her name is
written with a diamond on a drinking-glafs
The hieroglyphic of the diamond is to fhew

* |t was the fafliion of the time, to inferibe verfes thus
to the reigning beauties. Several of thefe fprightly pro-
duftions, “ on the toafting-glalTes of the Kit-cat Club,”
by the Lords Halifax, W harton, Landsdowne, and
Carbury, by Mr. Maynwaring, and other poetical
members of that ingenious fociety, may be feen in Nichols’s
“ Selcfl: ColleElion of Mifcellany Poems,” vol. V. p, 168
— 178. 276. Lady Sunderland in particular, one of the
Duke of Marlborough’s daughters, was celebrated under
the name of The Little Whig; and the Toaft and pride of
the party. The firft ftone of the theatre in the Hay-
market, built by Sir John Vanbrugh, was inferibed with
the words “ Little W hig.” See Dr. Garth’s prologue
at the opening of that theatre. Mufe’s Mercury for Feb.
1707. 4to. p. 35. “ A" beautiful as xMadam Spanheim,*
was likewife about this time a proverbial faying, in compli-
ment to Baron Spanheim’s daughter, who by her marriage
in 1710, became Marchionefs'iD”~ Montandre.

her,
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her, that her value is imaginary; and that of
the glafs to acquaint her, that her condition if
frail, and depends ‘on the hand which holds
her. This wife defign admonilhes her, nei-
ther to over-nue or depreciate her charms ; as
well confidering and applying, that it is per-
fectly according to the humour and tafle of
the company, whether the T oast is eaten, or
left as an offal.

The foremoft of the whole rank of T oasts,
and the moft indifputed in their prefent em-
pire, are Mrs, Gatty and Mrs. Frontlet: the
hrff an agreeable, the fccond an awful beauty.
Thefe ladies are perfeCt friends, out of a
knowledge, that their perfections are too dif-
ferent to ftand in competition. He that likes
Gatty can have no relifh for fo folemn a crea-
ture as Frontletj and an admirer of Frontlet
will call Gatty a maypole girl. Gatty for ever
fmiles upon you; and Frontlet difdains to fee
you finile, Gatty*s love is a lhining quick
Hame j Frontlet's, a flow walling fire. Gatty
likes the man that diverts her; Frontlet, him
who adores her. Gatty always improves the
foil in which fi"e travels; Frontlet lays wafte
the country. Gatty does not only fmile, but
laughs at her lover; Frontlet not only looks
ferious, but frowns at him. All the men of
wit (and coxcombs their followers) are pro-
feffed fervants of Gatty: the politicians and
pretenders give folemn worlhip to Frontlet,
Their reign will be bell judged of by its du-

N ' ration.
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ration. Frontlet will never be cholen more*
and Gatty is a for life.

From my own Apartment, June 3.

I have the honour of the following letter
from a gentleman whom 1 receive into my
family, and order the heralds at arms to enroll
him accordingly.

“ Mr. Bickerstaff,

THOUGH vyou have excluded me the

““ honour of your family, yet | have ventured

** to correfpond with the fame great perfons as

yourfelf, and have wrote this port to the

* King of Franee; though | am in a manner

unknown in his country, and have not been
** feen there thefe many months.

“ To Lewis Le Grand.

“ Though in your country I’'m unknown,
Yet, Sir, | muft advife you j
“ Of late fo poor and mean you're grown,
“ That all the world defpife you,

“ Here vermin eat your majefty,
” There meagre fubjedts ftand unfed:
What furer figns of poverty,
“ Than many lice, and little bread ?

Then, Sir, the prefent minute chufe,
“ Our armies are advanced :
“ Thofc terms you at the Hague refufc,
Ac Paris won’t be granted.

‘“ Confider
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Confider this, and Dunkirk raze,
“ And Anna’s title own;

“ Send one Pretender out to graze™
* And call the other home.

“ Your humble fervant,
“ Bread the Staff of Life.”

N" 25, Tuefday, June 7, 1709.

STEELE™,

~Nicquid agunt homines 1 1
nojlri eft farrago lihelli.

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86,

“ Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.” P.

W hite’s Chocolate*hoiife, June 6.

Letter from a young lady, written in the
moft paflionate terms, wherein flie la-
ments the misfortune ofa gentleman, her lover,
who was lately wounded inaduel, has turned
my thoughts to that fubjetS, and inclined me
to examine into the caafes which precipitate

* Stbele was the authr.r of this Paper, and of all that
relate to “ DUutUwg” See N* 26. N® 28. N® 29. N® 38,
and N* 39,
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