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Confider this, and Dunkirk raze,
“ And Anna’s title own;

“ Send one Pretender out to graze™
* And call the other home.

“ Your humble fervant,
“ Bread the Staff of Life.”

N" 25, Tuefday, June 7, 1709.

STEELE™,

~Nicquid agunt homines 1 1
nojlri eft farrago lihelli.

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86,

“ Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.” P.

W hite’s Chocolate*hoiife, June 6.

Letter from a young lady, written in the
moft paflionate terms, wherein flie la-
ments the misfortune ofa gentleman, her lover,
who was lately wounded inaduel, has turned
my thoughts to that fubjetS, and inclined me
to examine into the caafes which precipitate

* Stbele was the authr.r of this Paper, and of all that
relate to “ DUutUwg” See N* 26. N® 28. N® 29. N® 38,
and N* 39,
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men into fo fatal a folly*. And as it has been
propofed to treat of fubjedls of gallantry in the
article from hence, and no one point in nature
IS more proper to be confidered by the com-
pany who frequent this place than that of duels,

it

* For the legality of this practice, under the forms of our
law, and the periniflion of the magiftraie, fee Selden “ On
“ fingle Combat,” 4to, 1610, reprinted ijob j— for the il-
legality of it, as it is now praflifed, even by lawyers and
legidators, in audacious defiance of the law of G od, and of
this country, fee Rousseau’s Nouvelle Heloife, Let. LV I,
&c. and the Papers of the l'atlkr beforementioned.

Steele was in the Coldftream regiment, under Col.
CuTTS, or however in the armv, when a brother officer
(name unknown) communicated to him an intention of
challenging a perfon who had fallen under his difpleafurc,
and was diverted from this purpofe by what S teele faid to
him on the fubjedl. Some of this youn;i officer's com-
panions (for they cannot be ftyled his friends) led him
afterward sinto a beliefthat Steele’s edfion of this affair,
had been warped by his partiality for rhe real or fuppofed
offender, whofe character had eventually been raifed at the
expence, as they faid, of the other’s honour. This mif-
reprefentation produced a challenge to Stefle himfelf,
who was juft at the time recovering of a fever, and endea-
voured by raillery and reafonin” to divert it, in vain. Con-
fiding in his own fuperiority, and imagining he could cha-
ftife the youth’s infolence without endangering his life, he
ultimately accepted the challenge, in contradidion to his
avowed principle, and his heart. 1 bey met by appointment;
and Steele’s buckle breaking as he tightened his (hoe, he
took occafion to urge this frefh difadvantage, and renewed
his endeavours to induce the challenger to defift, with as
little fuccefs as before. He parried his adverfary’s thrufts
for fome time, but at laft, in a well-meant attempt to dif-
able him, he unfortunately ran the young man through the
body, who lingered fomc time in d.inger of his life from the

wound, but in the end happily recovered.
Lord
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it is worth our confiderr.tioii to examine into
this chimerical groundlefs humour, and to lay
every other thought afide, until we have Grip-
ped it of all its falle pretences to credit and
reputation amongft men.

But | muft confefs, when | confider what |
am going about, and run over in my imagina-
tion all the endlefs crowd of men of Honour
who will be offended at fuch a difeourfe; I am
undertaking, methinks, a work worthy an in-
vulnerable hero in romance, rather than a™)ri-
vate gentleman with a tingle rapier: but as |
am pretty well acquainted by great opportuni-
ties with the nature of man, and know of a
truth, that all men fight againft their w'ill, the
danger vaniflies, and refolution rifes upon this
fubjedt. For this reafon, 1 fhall talk very
freely on a Cuftom which all men wifli ex-
ploded, though no man has courage enough
to refift it.

But there is one unintelligible word, which
| fear will extremely perplex my Differtation,

Lord CuTTs, who, if he ~as not at this time, had been
Steele’s Colonel, efpoufed his caufe very warmly when
this affair was agitated, and while the gentleman con-
tinued in a defperate condition. It was in this painful
interim”™ embittered perhaps by fome fuch letter as is
here mentioned, that Steele turned his thoughts to this
fubjeiff. As this event preceded the death of John Lord
CuTTs, which happened Jan. 26, 1706-7, the materials of
this and the Papefs that follow in the order abovementioned,
muft have lain by the author feveral years, and might have
been thrown into the form in which they now appear, about
the time of the date afli*ned to them in the T atlkr.

\ OL. I. R e and
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and | confefs to you | find very hard to
explain, which is the term *“ SaTisfi6tion.”
An honeft country gentleman had the mif-
tbrfuRg to fall into company with two or three
H onour, Where he happened to
be very ill treated; and one of the company,
being confeious of his offence, fends a note to
him in the morning, and tells him, he was
ready to give him SatisfaBion. “ This is fine
“ doing,” fays the plain fellow; “ laft night
“ ht fent me away curfedly out of humour,
“ and this morning he fancies it would be a
** SiHisfaBion to be run through the body.”
As the matter at prefent (lands, it is not to
do handfome adlions denominates a Man ofY lo
NOUR ; it isenough if he dares to defend ill ones.
Thus you often fee a common (harper in com-
petition with a gentleman of the firft rank;
though all mankind is convinced, that a fight-
ing gamefter is only a pick-pocket with the
courage of an highway-man. One cannot with
any patience refledl on the unaccountable jum-
ble of perlbns and things in this town and nii-
tion, which occafions very frequently, that a
brave man falls by a hand below that of a com-
mon hangman, and yet his executioner efcapes
the clutches of the hangman for doing it. | fliall
therefore hereafter confider, how the braved
men in other ages and nations have behaved
themfelves upon fuch incidents as we decide by
Combat; and (hew, from their prablice, that
this refentment neither has its foundation from
true
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true reafon, or folidfamcj but is an impofture,
made of cowardice, faliliood* and want of un-
derftanding] For this work, a good hiftory of
Quarrels would be very edifying to the publick,
and | apply myfelf to the town for particulars
and circumftances within their knowledge,
which may ferve to embellilh the Diflcrtation
with proper cuts. Mold of the Quarrels I.have
ever known, have proceeded from fome valiant
coxcomb’s perfidiug in the wrong, to defend
fome prevailing folly, and preferve himfelf
from the integrity of owning a miltake*.

By this means it is called “ Giving a man
“ satisfaction,” tourgeyouroffenceagainR
him with your fword; which puts me in mind
of Peter s order to the keeper, in “ The Tale

“ of aTub'l'' if you negledt to do all this,
“ damn you and your generation for ever: and
“ fo we bid you heartily farewell.” If the

contradidlion in the very terms of one of our
Challenges w-ere as well explained and turned
into downright Englifh, would it not run
after this manner?

“Sir,

“ Your extraordinary behaviour laft night,
“ and the liberty you were pleafed to take
“ with me, makes me this morning give yoa
“ this, to tell you, becaufe you are an ill-bred

* SeeSTEEtE'srW rfj'N '’ 26. TaleofaTub.” Sen. 4.

R 2 * pJppy
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puppy, | will meet you in Hyde-park, an
hour hence; and becaufe you want both
breeding and humanity, | defire you would
come with a piflol in your hand, on horfe-
back, and endeavour to lhoot me through
the head, to teach you more manners. If
you fail of doing me this pleafure, | fhall
fay, you are a rafcal, on every port in town:
and fo. Sir, if you will not injure me more,
I {hall never forgive what you have done
already. Pray, Sir, do not fail of getting
every thing ready; and you will infinitely

oblige. Sir, your moft obedient humble
fervant, &c.*’

From my own Apartment, June 6.

Among the many employments | am neccf-

farily put upon by my friends, that of giving
advice is the moft unwelcome to me; and, in-
deed, 1 am forced to ufe a little art in the man-
ner; for fome people will afk counfel of you,
when they have already afted what they tell

you is ftill under deliberation. | had almoft
loft a very good friend the other day, who came
to know “ how | liked his defign to marry

fuch alady?” | anfwered, “ By no means;
and | muft be pofuive againft it, for very fo-
lid reafons, which are not proper to be com-
municated,” ** Not proper to be commu-
nicated !” faid he, with a grave air, ** |
will know the bottom of this,” | faw him

moved.
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moved, and knew from thence he was ajready
determined j therefore evaded it by faying,
“ To tell you the truth, dear Frank, of all
* women living, | would have her myfelf.”
Isaac,” faid he, * thou art too late, for we
have been both one chefe two months.”

| learned this caution by a gentleman’s epn-
fulting me formerly about his fon. He railed
at his damned extravagance, and told me, “ in a
very little time he would beggar him by the
exorbitant bills which came from Oxford
every quarter.” “ Make the rogue bite
upon the bridle,” faid 1j *pay none of
“ his bills, it will but encourage him to
“ further trefpaflics.” He looked plaguy four
at me. His fon foon after fent up a paper of
verfes forfooth, in print, on the laft public
occafion j upon which, he is convinced the
boy has parts, and a lad of fpirit is not to be
too much cramped in his maintenance, left he
take ill courfes. Neither father nor fon can
ever fince endure the fight of me.

Thefe fort of people afk opinions only out
of the fulnefs of their hearts on the fubje6l of
their perplexity, and not from a defire of in*
Ibrmation.

There is nothing fo eafy as to find out which
opinion the man in doubt has a mind to 3 there-
fore the fure way is, to tell him that is certainly
to be chofen. Then you are to be very clear
and pofitive 3 leave no handle for fcruple,
“ Blefs me! Sir, there is no room for a quef-

R 3 “ tion!”
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** tion !” This rivets you into his heartj for
you at once applaud his wifdom, and gratify his
inclination. However, | had too much bowels
to be infincere to a man who came yefterday
to know of me, with which of two eminent
men in the city he fliould place his fon ? their
names are Pauto and Avaro. This gave me
much debate with myfelf, becaufe not only the
fortune cf the youth, but his virtue alfo, de-
pendeth upon this choice. The men are
equally wealthy; but they differ in the ufe
and application of their riches, which you im-
mediately fee upon entering their doors.

The habitation of Pauto has at once the
air of a nobleman, and a merchant. You fee
the fervants a£l with affection to their mafter,
and fatisfadlion in themfelves : the mafter
meets you with an open countenance, full of
benevolence and integrity : your bufinefs is dif-
patched with that confidence and welcome
which always accompany honeft minds: his
table is the image of plenty and generofity, fup-
ported by juftice and frugality. After we had
dined here, our affair was to vifit Avaro: out
comes an aukward fellow, with acareful coun-
tenance; “ Sir, would you fpeak with my
“ mafter ? may | crave your name 7" After
the firft preamble, he leads us into a noble foli-
tude, a great houfe that leemed uninhabited":
hut from the end of the fpacious hall moves
towards us A varo, with alufpicious afpedt, 3*
iIf he had believed us thieves; and, as for my

3
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part, | approached him as if I knew him a cut-
purl'e. We fell into difcourfe of his noble
dwelling, and the great eflate all the world
knew he had to enjoy in it: and I, to plague
him, began tocommend Pau1o’'s way of living.
LPpauto,” anfwered Avaro, “ is a very good
_<( man ; but we, who have fmallcr eftates,
IS muft cut our coat according to pur cloth.”
< Nay,” fays I, “ every man knows his own
< circumftances beft; you are in the right,
<if you have not wherewithal.” He looked
very four; for it is, you muft know, the ut-
moft vanity of a mean fpirited rich mafl, to be
contradided when he calls himfclf poor. But
1 refolved to vex him, by confenting to all he
fiid; the main defign of which was, that he
would have us find out, he was one of the
wvealthiell; men in London, and lived like a
beggar. We left him, and took a turn on
the exchange. My friend was ravifhed with
Avaro: “ this,” faid he, “ is certainly a
“ fare man.” | contradided him wdth much
warmth, and fummed up their ditferent charac-
ters aswell as | could, “ This Pau1o,” faid
I, “ grows wealthy by being acommon good ;
((Avaro, by beinga.general evil: Pau1o has
(€ the art, Avaro the craft of trade. When
Paulo gains, all men he deals with are the
** petter : whenever A varo profits, another
“ certainly lofes. In aword, Paulo IS aci-
tizen, and Avaro acit.” | convinced my
friend, and carried the .young gentleman the
R 4 next
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next day to Paulo, where he will learn the
way both to gain and enjoy a good fortune.
And though | cannot fay | have, by keeping
him from Avaro, faved him from the gallows™
I have prevented his deferving it every day he
lives: for with Paulo he will be an honeft
man, without being fo for fear of the lawj as
with Avaro he would have been a villain
within the protedtion of it.

Mr. Bickerstaff has received a letter, dated
June 6, with the juft exceptions againft the pretence of
perfons therein mentioned, to the name of “ 'Putty Fet%
“ lows** which fhali be taken notice of accordingly: as
likewlfe, the letter concerning the death of Thomas a
Becket, from Anthony Longtail of Canterbury. Probably
from Anthony Henley, Efg; who might therefore have
been the author of the firft letter in the following Paper.
See T at. N" ii ; N” 26; apd Notes.

A. Henley, Efq; was the fon of Sir Ros. Henley of
the Grange in Hampfliire, and inherited from his father a
fine fortune of above 30001 per annum. He was bred at
Oxford, and early difeovered a decided tafte for polite lite-
rature. 'I'his fine gentleman and elegant writer, was cer-
tainly a writer in theTATI.ER, and it may be in the firft
or fecond volumes of the Spectator. He died in Aug.
1711. The late bifhop of Rochefter Dr. Z. Pearce, re-
membered his having read, or heard read a Paper written
by A. Henley, Efg; which Steele thought too feverc on
theminiftry, and durft not venture to publifh. A. Henley
lived long'in* habits of fricndfiiip with R. Norton, Efq;
who was likewife a votary of the Mufes and pjeafure.
See Note on T at. N® 44. and “ Memoirs cf Hluftrious
“ Perfons who died tn 1711,” 8vo. 1712, p. 531 ctJeqq,

26.





