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N 26, Thur%y, June 9, \Jog.
STEELE.

~Nicquid agunt bmines
nojiri eftfarrago iihelU.

Juv. Sat. 1. 85, 86,

Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream.
Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.* P,

From my own Apartment, June 8.

HAVE tead the following letter with de-

light and approbationj and | hereby or-
der Mr. Kidney at St. James’s, and Sir Tho-
mas at White’s, (who are my clerks for en-
rolling all men in their different clalfes, before
they prefume to drink tea or chocolate in
thofe places,) to take care that the perfons
within the defcriptions in the letter be admitted
and excluded, according to my friend’s remon-
ftrance.

“ Sir, June 6, 1709.

“ YOUR Paper of Saturday has raifed up
*in me a noble emulation to be recorded in
the foremoft rank of worthies therein men-

“ tioned; if any regard be had to merit or
f* induflry, I may hope to fucceed in the pro-
“ motion.
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motion, for | havi omiitted no toil,

pence to be a proficient; and if my friends
do not flatter, they afla™® me, | have not
loft my time fince | came to town. To enu-
merate but a few particulars ; there is hardly
a coachman | meet with, Dbtit defires to be
excufed taking me, bccaufe he has had me
before. | have compounded two or three
rapes; and let out to hire as many baftards,
to beggars. | never faw above the firft aft
of aplay* : and as to my courage, it is well
known | have more than once had fufficient
witnefles of my drawing my fword both in
tavern and play-houfe. Dr. PTij// is my
particular friend; and if it were any fer-
vice to the public to compofe the dilference
between Marten and Sintilaer «* the Pearl-
driller, 1 do not know a judge of more
experience than myfelf: for in that I may
fay with the poet;

regio in villa nojiri non1 deama lahoris ?
Cwhat ftreet refounds not with my great exploits?”

“ 1 omit other lefs particulars, the necelTary
confequence of greater aftions. But my

¢ The money was then returned to fuch as withdrew at
the end of the ift adl.

f Adv. Mr. Sintilaer’s “ Scourge of Venus and
‘ Mercury,” ™c. with an appendix in anfwer to Mr. John
Marten’s refledtions thereupon. Appendix alone price 6d.
both together price 3s. and 6d. Sold by the author at N\is
houfe, the late D. of Leeds’s, in High Holborn, over againlt
Little Turnftile. Pojlman, Feb. 24— a6, 17009.

** reafon
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renfon for troubling you at this prefent is, to
put a flop, if it iray be, to an inlinuating in-
creafing fet of people, who, flicking to the
letter of your treatife, and not to the fpirit
of it, do nflume the name of ** Pretty Fel-
lows/" nay, and even get new names, as you
very well hint. Some of them | have heard
calling to one another as | have fat at White’s
and St. James’s, by the names of Betty,
Nelly, and fo forth. You fee them accoft
each other with effeminate airs: they have
their figns and tokens likefrec-mafons: they
rail at woman-kind j receive viflts on their
beds in gowns, and do a thoufand other
unintelligible prettineffes, that I cannot tell
what to make of. | therefore heartily
defire you would exclude all this fort of
animals.
“ There is another matter | forefee an ill
confequence from, that may be timely pre-
vented by prudence} which is, that for the
laft fortnight, prodigious flboals of volunteers
have gone over to bully the French, upon
hearing the peace was juft figning; and this
Is fo true, that | can aflure you, all ingroff-
ing work about the Temple is rifen above
threefliillings in thepound, forwantof hands.
Now as it is poffible, fome little alteration of
affairs may have broken their meafures, and
' that they will poft back again, I am under
' the laft apprehenlion, that thefe will, at
' their return, all fet up for * Pretty Fellows,’

“ and



2N2 THE TATLER. N’

and thereby confound all merit and fervicc,
** and impofe on us fome new alteration in our
“ night-cap wigs*, and pockets, unlefs you

can provide a particular clafs for them, |
“ cannot apply myfelf better than to you, and

I am fure | fpcak the mind of avery great
* number, as deferving as myfelf.”

The pretenftons of this correfpondent are
worthy a particular diflindion j he cannot in-
deed be admitted as  Pretty,” but is what we
more yuftly call a “ Smart Fellow.” Never to
play at the play-houfe is an adt of frugality
that lets you into his character; and his expe-
dient in fending his children a-begging before
they can go, arc charadteriftical inftances that
he belongs to this clafs. | never faw the gen-
tleman ¢ but | know by his letter, he hangs his
cane to his button -f; and by fome lines of it
he fhould wear red-heeled Ihoes; which are
eflential parts of the habit belonging to the
order of “ Smart Fellows J.” My

t There was a fort of perriwig, with a fliort tye and a
fmall round head, in fafliion about this time, called a
“ night-cap-wig.” But the high drefs wig, anfwerable to
the female commode mentioned in thefe Papers, was the
full-bottomed iugefalbala perriwig, frequently feen in the
portraits of this age, and faid to have been the invention of
a French courtier to conceal fome deformity in the fiioulders
of the Dauphin”™ or the Duke of Burgundy. It is called a
long i?«v? /rVr, from the name of a French perriwig-maker,
inTat.N*"“29.

+ See N®9. N “ 24- N" 27. and N~”go.

X This Smart corrsfpondenty was probably Anthony
Henley, Efqgj M. P. for Weymouth, or Mcleomb, a gen-

tleman
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My familiar is returned with the following
letter from the French king.

Verfailles, June 13, 1709.

LeWIsXIV. tolSAACBICKERSTAFF, Efq.*
“Sir,

| have your epiftle, and mufl: take the
liberty to lay, that there has been a time,
when there were generous fpirits in Great-
Britain, who would not have futFered my
name to be treated with the familiarity you
think fit to ufe. | thought liberal men would
not be fuch time-fervers, as to fUl upon a
man becaufe his friends are not in power.
But, having fome concern for what you may
tranfmit to pofterity concerning me, | am
willing to keep terms with you, and make
a re”ueft to you, which is, that you would
give my fervice to the nineteenth century
(if ever you or yours reach them) and tell
them, that | have fettled all matters be-
tween them and me by Monlieur Boileau.
I Thould be glad to fee you here.’"
It is very odd, this prince Ihould offer to in-
vite me into his dominions, or believe I Ihould

tieman eminent for wit and gaiety; a friend to all men of
letters, and peculiarly attached to Ste£Le, being a zealous
aflertor of the fame generous political principles. See more
of him T AT. N® 11, noti. N" 25 adfinem. N” 44, mit on
R. Norton, Efg; and N® 193, notes on D ownes’s Let.

* N" 19. and N® 24* Let. of M. Mainlenon, &c.

accept
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accept the invitation. No, no, | remember
too well how he fcrved an ingenious gentleman”™
a friend of mine, whom he locked up in the
Baftile for no reafon in the world, but becaufe
he was a wit, and feared he might mention
him with juftice in fome of his writings. His
way is, that all men of fenfe are preferred,
baniflicd, or imprifoned. He has indeed a
fort of juftice in him, like that of the game-
fters; for if aftander-by fees one at play cheat,
he has a right to come in for ftiares, as know-
ing the myfteries of the game

This is a very wife and juft maxim ; and if
I liIEe not left at Mr. Morphew’s, dire(fi;ed to
me, bank bills for two hundred pounds, on or
before this day feven-night, | fhall tell how
Tom Cafli got his eftate. | expedt three hun-

* SirJohn V anbrugh was, moft probably, the Inge-
nious gentleman alluded to here. *

G eorge Burnett, Efq; of Kemnay in Aberdeenfhire,
was likewife about this time locked up In the BoJUle™ on
the information of his land-lord, for tranferibing inferip-
tions on the tombftones of achurch-yard. Mr. Burnett
had been at the court of Hanover, and was perfonally known
to xk~tPrincefs Sophia™ who with great difficulty procured his
liberty. He was a fuitor to the ingenious Mrs. Catherine
T rotter, who married Mr. Cockburn in 1708, and in
whofe works fevera! of his letters are publiflied. Partofa
lilver fpooHj which he ufed in the Badile, and broke as he
left it, is preferved in the family as a memorial of his con-
finement.

About half a century before this, the Comte de Bussi
was imprifoned in the Baflile, by the orders of this monarch ;
and Charles Patin was obliged to fly from his dominions
loon after, to avoid the fame fate.

dred
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dred pounds of Mr. Soilett, for concealing
all the money he has lent to himfelf, and his
landed friend bound with him at thirty per
cent, at his fcrivener’'s. Abfolute princes make
people pay what they pleafe in deference to
their power: | do not know why | fliould not
do the fame, out of fear or refpeft to my
knowledge. | always preferve decorums and
civilities to the fair fex : therefore, if a certain
lady, who left her coach at the New Exchange
door in the Strand, and whipt down Durham-
yard into a boat with a young gentleman for
Vauxhall *; 1 fay, if Ihe will fend me word, that
I may give the fan which (he dropped, and I
found, to my fifter Jennyv there (hall be no
more faid of it. | expedt hu(h-money to be
regularly fent for every folly or, vice any one
commits in this whole town ; and hope, | may
pretend to deferve it better than a chamber-
maid or a valet de chambre; they only whifper
it to the little fet of their companions; but I
can tell it to all men living, or who are to live.
Therefore | defire all my readers to pay their
fines, or mend their lives.

W hite’s Coffee-houfc, May 27.

My familiar being come from France, with
an anfwer to my letter to Lewis of that king-
dom, inftead of going on in a difcourfe of what
he had feen in that court, he put on the im-

* In the T atler infolU it is “ Fox-Hall.”
mediate



15 A THE TATLER.

mediate Concern of a Guardian, and fell to en*
quiring into my thoughts and adventures fince
his journey. As fhort as his ftay had been, |
confeded "l had had many occafions for his
afliftance in my condudtj but communicated
to him my thoughts of putting all my force
againft the horrid andfenfelefs cuftom of duels*.
" If it were poflible,"” faid he, “ to laugh at

things in themfelves fo deeply tragical as
*' the impertinent profufion of human life, |

think I could divert you with a figure | faw
“ juft after my death, when the philofopher
** threw me, as | told you fome days ago, into
“ the pail of water.

“ You are to know that, when men leave the
“ body, there are receptacles for them as foon
** as they depart, according to the manner in
* which they lived and died. At the very in-
“ ftant | was killed, there came away with me a
“ fpirit which had loft its body in a Duel.
* We were both examined. Me the whole
“ aflembly looked at, with kindnefs and pity,
** put at the fame time with an air of welcome
and confolation: they pronounced me very
happy, who had died in innocence; and
told me, * a quite diiferent place was allotted
for my companion; there being a great dif-
ftance from the manfions of fools and inno-
cents: though at the fame time, faid one of
N the ghofts, there is a great affinity between

* See 25. N« 28, N’ 29. N® 31. and N* 38(t
dn
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“an idiot who has been fo for a ]J©ng life, and
*a child who departs before maturity. But
' this gentleman who has arrived with you is a
~fool of his own making, is ignorant out of
' choice, andwilifareaccordingly." Theaflem-
' bly began to flock about him, and one faid
to him, * Sir, | obferved you came in through

the gate of perfons murdered, and | deflre to

know what brought you to your untimely

end? He faid, ‘ he had been a Second."”

Socrates (who may be faid to have been

murdered by the commonwealth of Athens)

flood by, and began to draw near him, in

order, after his mariner, to lead him into a

fenfc of his error by concefllons in his own

difcourfe. * Sir, faid that divine and amicable

fpirit, what was the quarrel?” He anfwered,

‘“We fliall know very fuddenly, when the

principal in the buflncfs comes, for he was

defperately wounded before I fell.” * Sir, £aid

the fage, had you an eftate?” Yes, Sir, the

new guefl; anfwered, | have left it in a very

good condition, and made my will the night

before this occafion”." *Did you read it be-

fore you figned it?' *Yes, fure, Sir, *faid

“ the

* Halfa century after the date of this Paper, the follow*

ing will is remarkable.
“ London™ Sept. 3, 1783.

“ 1 am now called upon, and, by the rules of what is called
“ honour,forced into a perfonal interview with Col. Cosmo
“ Gordon. G od only can know the event, and into his

hands 1 commit my foul, confeious only of having done
‘ my duty.

Vot. I. 5 « | there*
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** the new comer.* socrates replies, ' Could

a man, that would not give his edate with-
out reading theinilrumcnt, diipofe of his life
without alking a queftion*? That illuftri-
ous lhade turned from him, and a croud of
impertinent goblins, who had been drolls
and parafites in their life-time, and were
knocked on the head for their laucinefs,
came about my fellow traveller, and made
themfelves very merry‘with queftions about
the words Cart and ~erce, and other terms
of fencers. But his thoughts began to fettle
into refleaion upon the adventure which
had robbed him of his late being: and with
a wretched figh, faid he, How terrible are
conviction and guilt, when they come too
late for penitencej-!” NN [ 1

Pacolet w'as going on in his drain, but he

recovered from it, and told me, “ It was too

«

«

foon to give my difeourfe on this fubject io

ferious a turn; you have chiedy to do with
that part of mankind w'hich muft be led into

reflection by degrees, and you muft treat this
cuflom with humour and raillery to get an

“ | therefore declare this to be tny kft will and tefta-
ment, &c. , a

In the firft place, | commit my foul to Almighty
G od, in hopes of nis mercy and pardon for the ineligious

ftep |l now (in compliance with the unwarrantable cultoms

of this wicked world) put myfelf under the neceffity™ of

takin«”, (Signed) « Fred. T homas.’
* Viz. about the caufe of the quarrel, for an account of

which he refers,to the principal in the bufmefs.

+ Sec note 2, Tat, N” 25. N i
audience,
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audience, before you come to pronounce fen-
tence upon it. There is foundation enough
forraifmgfuchentertainments,fromtheprac-
tice on this occafion. Do you not know that
“ often a man is called out of bed to follow
implicitly a coxcomb (with whom he would
“ not keep company on any other occafion) to
“ ruin and death?— Then a good lift of fuch
N as are qualified by the laws of thefe uncour-
*teous men of chivalry to enter into combat
“ (who are often perfons of honour without
‘ common honefty); thefe, | fay, ranged and
" drawn up in their proper order, would give
“an averfion to doing any thing in common
“with fuch men as laugh at and contemn.
“ But to go through this work, you muft not
‘ let your thoughts vary, or make excurfions
“ from your theme: confider, at the f.me time,
that the matter has been often treated by the
' ableft and greateft writers; yet that muft not
' difeourage you : for the propereft pertbn to
“handle it is one who has roved into mixed
converfations, and muft have opportunities
" (which | fhail give you) of feeing thefe lort
of men in their pleafures and gratifications,
among which they pretend to reckon fight-
ing. It was pleafantly enough faid of a bully
iIn France, when duels firft begm to be
puniftied: The king has taken away gaming
and ftage-playing, and now fighting too;
how does he expe<dl: gentlemen ftiall divert
themfclves?”
S 2 N*“ 27.





