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N ” 27. Saturday, J u n e ii ,  1709.

S T E E L E .

^ icq u id  agunt homines— —
nojlrs eft farrago lihellt*

Ju v. Sat. i. 85> 86,

W hate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“  Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.”  < P.

W hite’s Chocolate-houfe, June 9.

PA C O L E T  being gone a-ftrolling among 
the men of the fword*, in order to find 

out the fecret caufes of the frequent difputes 
we meet with, and furnifh me with materials 
for my treatife on duelling; I have room left 
to go on in my information to my country 
readers, whereby they may underftand the bright 
people whofe memoirs 1 have taken upon me 
to write. But in my difcourfe of the twenty- 
eighth of the Tall month, I omitted to mention 
the moll agreeable of all bad charadters, and 
that is, a R A K E-f.

A  Rake

*  See N " 25. N® 26. N ° 28. N** 29. N® 3 1. and N** 38. 
f  T h e  compiler o f  S t e e l e ’s life in the B i o c r a p h i a  

B r i t a n n i c a , concludes it with the following quotation 
from S h i e l s ’s «  Lives  o f  the Poets.”  “  S t e e l e  however

was
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A  Rake is a man always to be pitied j and 
i f  he lives, is one day certainly reclaimed; for 
his faults proceed not from choice or inclina­
tion, but from ftrong pafllons and appetites, 
which are in youth too violent for the curb of

“  was certa'nly the moll agreeable, and ( if  we are allowed 
“  the expreflion) the moll innocent Ra k e  that ever trod 
“  the rounds o f  indulgence.”  St e e l e ’s own acknow­
ledgement, T a t . N '*2 7I, m ight perhaps have fuggefted, 
and does certainly juftify, this unfavourable, but not un­
friendly account o f him. “  I lhall not (fays he) carry my 
“  humility fo far as to call m yfelf an avaricious man, but 
“  at the fame time mull confefs, my life is at bell but par- 

donable. W ith  no greater chara»5ler than this, a man 
“  would make but an indifferent progrefs in attacking pre- 
“  valent and falhionable vices, which M r. B i c k e r s t a f F 
“  has done with a freedom o f  fpirit that would have loll 
“  both its beauty and efficacy had it been pretended to by 
“  M r. St e e l e .” — W ith  this laudable fpirit o f unfparing 
cenfure, M r. B ic k e r s t a f f  expofes here to ridicule, anS 
abhorrence, what was notorioully blameable and odious in 
M r. St e e l e . The Paper for the benefit o f its readers pre- 
fents them with an inllru£live pi£lure o f  vicious life, from 
an original very amiable, however faulty; and for whom it 
is difficult not to indulge fome degree of favourable par­
tiality.

T h e  book here quoted, has been mifcalled “  C ibber ’s 
Lives o f the Poets,”  but was the comfulation o f R obert  

Shiels. Dr. Johwson’s “  Lives o f the Englilh  Poets,”  
voi. III. p. 183. edit. 8vo. 1781. T h e  bookfeller contends 
that he gave fifteen golden guineas for the ufe o f T .  C ibber ’s 
name,— that he had an undoubted light to fupprefs the true 
name of the biographer— and to manage fu with the name 
o f the fon, as to excite an opinion, that the publication was 
the work of the father.

It is probable that D r. Johnson cleared the work of his 
omanutnfii from errors; it is certain he added to its beauties. 
The quotation relative to Ste e le  is a pioof of this, equal 
to the evidence ofa thoufand witneUes.

S 2 reafon.
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reafon, good fenfc, good manners, and good­
nature: all which he muft have by nature and 
education, before he can be allowed to be, or 
to have been of this order. He is a poor un­
wieldy wretch, that commits faults out of the 
redundance of his good qualities. His pity and 
compaflion make him fometimes a bubble to 
all his fellows, let them be never fomuch below” 
him in underftanding. His defires run away 
with him through the ftrength and force of a 
lively imagination, which hurries him on to 
unlawful pleafures, before reafon has power 
to come in to his refeue. Thus, with all 
the good intentions in the world to amend- 
nient, this creature fins on againit Heaven, 
himfclf, his friends, and his country, who all 
call for a better u/e of his talents. There is 
not a being under the fun fo miferable as th is: 
he goes on in a purfuit he himfelf difapproves, 
and has no enjoyment but what is followed by 
remorfe j no relief from remorfe, but the repe­
tition of his crime. It is polhble I may talk 
of this perfon with too much indulgence j but 
I inuft repeat it, that I think this a charader 
which is the mod the object of pity of any in 
the world. The man in the pangs of the ftone, 
gout, or any acute didemper, is not in fo de- 
plorabl-e a condition, in the eye of right fenfe, 
as he that errs and repents, and repents and 
errs on. The fellow with broken limbs judly 
deferves your alms for his impotent condition; 
but he that cannot ufe his own reafon is in a

much
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much worfe ftate; for you fee him in miferable 
circumftances, with his remedy at the fame time 
in his own pofTclTion, if  he would, or could 
ufe it. T)iis is the caule that, of all ill cha- 
rafters, the Rake has the beft quarter in the 
world j for when he is himfelf, and unruffled 
with intemperance, you fee his natural facul­
ties exert themlelves, and attraft an eye o f 
favour towards his infirmities.

But if  we look round us here, how many dull 
rogues are there, that would fain be what this 
poor man hates himfelf for ? A ll the noife to­
wards  ̂ fix in the evening, is caufed by his 
mimics and imitators. How ought men of 
fenfe to be careful of their aflions, if  it were 
merely from the indignation o f feeing them- 
felves ill drawn by fuch little pretenders! Not 
to fay, he that leads is guilty of all the aflions 
o f his followers: and a Rake has imitators 
whom you would never expedt Ihould prove fo. 
Second-hand vice, fure, of all is the moft nau- 
leous. There is hardly a folly more abfurd, 
or which feems lefs to be accounted for 
(though it is what we fee every day), than that 
grave and honcfl natures give into this way, 
and at the fame time have good fenfe, if  they 
thought fit to ufe it; but the fatality (under

*  In 1709 it would Teem that the dinners o f people o f 
quality and talhion in London concluded about iix in the 
evening; and ihat the gentlemen hurried to the cofFee-houfes 
about this h o jr; the expreflion o f  mife feems to imply that 
they had drunk pretty freely. See T a t . N"* 263.

S 4 which
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which moft men labour) of defiring to be what 
they are not, makes them go out of a method 
in which they might be received with applaufe, 
and would certainly excel, into one, wherein 
they will all their life have the air o f ftrangers 
to what they aim at.

For this reafon, I have not lamented the 
metamorpholis o f any one I know fo much as 
o f N o b i l i s , who was born with fv/eetnefs o f 
temper, juft apprehenfion, and every thing elfc 
that might make him a man fit for his order. 
But inftead of the purfuit of fober ftudies and 
applications, in which he would certainly be 
capable o f making a confidcrable figure in the 
noblcft affcmbly of men in the world; I fay, 
in fpite pf that good nature, which is his pro­
per bent, he will fay ill-natured things aloud, 
put fuch as he was, and ftiil ftiould be, out of 
countenance, and drown all the natural good in 
him, toreceivc an artificial illcharafter, inwhich 
he will never fucceed ; for N o b i l i s  is no Rake. 
He may guzzle as much wine as he pleafes, 
talk bawdy if  he thinks fit; but he may as 
well drink water-gruel, and go twice a-day to 
church, for it will never do. 1 pronounce it 
0gain, N o b i l i s  is no Rake. T o  be of that 
order, he muft be vicious againft his will, and 
Bot fo by ftudy or application. A ll “  Pretty 
** Fellows” are alfo excluded to a man, as well 
as all inamoratoes, or perfons of the epicene 
gender, who gaze at one another in the pre- 
fence of ladies/ This clafs, o f which I am

giving
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giving you an account, is pretended to alfo by 
men of ftrong abilities in drinking j though 
they are fuch whom the liquor, not the con- 
verl'ation, keeps together. But blockheads 
may roar, hght, and Rab, and be never the 
nearer; their labour is alfo loft; they want 
fenfe: they are no Ra k e s .

As a R a k e  among men is the man who lives 
in the conftant abufe of his rcafon, fo a C o­
q u e t t e  among women is one who lives in con­
tinual mifapplication of her beauty. The chief 
of all whom I have the honour to be acquainted 
with, is pretty Mrs. Xoss : fhe is ever in prac­
tice of fomething which disfigures her, and 
takes from her charms, though all fhe does 
tends to a contrary effeCf. She has naturally a 
very agreeable voice and utterance, which fhe 
has changed for the prettieft lifp imaginable. 
She fees what fhe has a mind to fee at half a 
mile diftancej but poring with her eyes half 
fhut at every one flte pafTcs by, fhe believes 
much more becoming. The C upid on her 
fan and fhe have their eyes full on each other, 
all the time in which they are not both in mo­
tion. Whenever her eye is turned from that 
dear objedt, you may have a glance, and your 
bow, if fhe is in humour, returned as civilly as 
you make it; but that muft not be in the pre- 
fence of a man of greater quality; for Mrs. 
Toss is fo thoroughly well-bred, that the chief 
perlbn prefent has all her regards. And ftie 
who giggles at divine ferviee, aud laughs at

her
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her very mother, can compofe herielf at the 
approach of a man o f a good eftate.

W i l l ’s Coffee-houfe, June 9.
A fine lady fiiewed a gentleman of this com­

pany, for an eternal anfwer to all his addrefies., 
a paper of verfes, with which Ihe is fo capti­
vated, that fhe profefied the author (liould be 
the happy man in fpight of all other pretenders. 
It is ordinary for love to make men poetical, 
and it had that effedt on this enamoured man : 
but he was refolved to try his vein upon fome 
o f her confidents or retinue, before he ventured 
upon fo high a them&as herfelf. To do other- 
wife than fo, would be like making an heroic 
poem a man’s firfi: attempt. Among the fa­
vourites to the fair.one, he found her parrot 
not to be in the lall degree: he faw Poll had 
her ear, when his fighs were negledted. To 
write againft him had been a fr.uitlefs labour; 
therefore he refolved to flatter him into his in- 
tereft in the following manner:

T o  a Lady, on her P a r r o t .

When nymphs were coy, and love could not prevail.
The gods difguis’d were feldom known to fail j 
L eua was chafte, but yet a feather’d J ove  
Surpriz’d the fair, and taught her how to love. 
There’s no celeftial but his heaven would quit,
For any form which might to thee admit.
See how the wUnton bird, at every glance, '  
Swells his glad plumes, and feels an amorous trance; 
The queen of beauty has forfook the dove: 
Henceforth the parrot be the bird of love.

It
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It is indeed a very juft proportion to give 
that honour rather to the parrot than the other 
volatile. The parrot reprefents us in the ftate 
o f making love: the dove, in the pofleffion of 
the objedt beloved. But, inftead of turning the 
doveolF, I fancy it would be better if  thechaife 
o f  V enus had hereafter a parrot added (as we 
fee fometimes a third horfe to a coach), which 
might intimate, that to be a parrot, is the 
only way to lucceed; and to be a dove, to pre- 
ferve your conquefts. I f  the*fwain would go 
on fuccefsfully, he muft imitate the bird he 
writes upon: for he who would be loved by 
women, muft never be filent before the favour, 
or open his lips after it, ^

From my own Apartment, June 10.
I have fo many meffages from young gentle­

men who expedt preferment and diftindtion, 
that I am wholly at a lofs in what manner to 
acquit myfelf. The writer of the following 
letter tells me in a poftfeript, he cannot go out 
o f town until I have taken fome notice of him, 
and is very urgent to befomebody in it, before 
he returns to his commons at the univerlity. 
But take it from himfelf.

“  To Isaac  Bickerstaff , Efquire, Mo- 
“  nitor-General * of Great-Britain.
S I R ,  Sheer-Lane, June 8.

“  I H A V E  been above fix months from the 
univerfity, of age thefe three months, and fo 

*  See N® 9. N** 24. N ’  26. and 28. notes.

<(

“  long
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** long in town. I was recommended to one 
Charles Bubbleboy * near the Temple, who 

** has fupplied me with all the furniture he fays 
a gentleman ought to have. I delired a cer- 

“  tificate thereof from him, which he faid 
** would require fome time to conlider o f ; and 

when I went yellerday morning for it, he 
“  tells me, upon due conlideration, I ftill want 
** fome few odd things more, to the value of 

threefcore or fourfeore pounds, to make me 
** complete. I have befpoke them ; and the 
“  favour I beg of you is, to know, when I am 
** equipped, in what part or clafs o f men in 
** this town you will place me. Pray fend 
** me word what I am, and you (hall find me, 
** Sir, yourmoft humble fervant,

“  JpFFRY N i c k n a c k ,”
I am very willing to encourage young be­

ginners, but am extremely in the dark how to 
difpofe of this gentleman. I cannot fee either 
his perfon or habit in this letter; but I will 
call at C h a r l e s ’ s ,  and know the fhape of his 
fnufF-box, by which I can fettle his charader. 
Though indeed, to know his full capacity, I 
ought to be informed whether he takes Spanifh 
or Mufty -f,

i

*  C h a r l e s  M a t h e r ,  a toyman in Fleet-ftreet. 
t  A  quantity o f mufty fnufF was captured in the Spanifli 

fleet which was taken, or burnt at V igo  in 17 0 3 ; it foon 
became fafhionable to ufc no fnuff but what had this mufty 
flavour. T im e , and the tricks o f the tobacconifts and per­
fumers, put an end at lalt to this abfurd cuftom.

N ‘̂ 28.
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