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N ” 28. Tuefday, June 14, 17009.
STEELE.

9 uicgtt\d agunt homines-"—
nojlri eftfarrago Ithellt,

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

« Whate’er men do, or fay, or thmk, or dream.
Our medley Paper feizes for it s theme. P-

W hite's Chocolate-houfe, June 13.

HAD fufpended the bufinefs of duelling to

a diftant time, but that I am called upon to
declare myfelf on a point propofed in the fol-
lowing letter*.

S ] June g, at night.

| DESIRE the favour of you to decide

this queftion, whether calling a gentleman a
“ Smart Fellow is an affront or not? A youth
** entering acertain coffee-houfe, with his cane
** tied to his button, wearing red-heeled Ihoes,
" | thought of your defeription, and could not
** forbear telling a friend of mine next to me,
** there enters a * Smart Fellow.* The gen-

« S«e N* 25, 26. N’ 29. N* 31. N®38' 39.

tleman
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* tieman hearing it, had immediately a mind

" to pick a quarrel with me, and defired fa-
tisfadtion; at which | was more puzzled

“‘ than at the other, remembering what mention

“ your familiar makes of thofe that had lo/t
their lives on fuch occafions. The thing is

' referred to your judgement; and | expe£l you
to be my iccond, fmce you have been the

“ caufe of our quarrel. | am. Sir, your friend
and humble fervant.’*

| abfolutely pronounce, that there is no oc-
cafion of offence given in this expreffion; fora
“ Smart Fellow” is- always an appellation of
praife, and is a man of double capacity. The
true caft or mould in which you may bs fure to
know him is, when his livelihood or education
IS in the civil lift, and you fee him exprefs a
vivacity or mettle above the way he is in by a
little jerkin his motion, lhort trip in his fteps
well-tancied lining of his coat, or any other
indrat.ons which may be given in a vigorous
drefs* Now, what poffible infinuation can
there be, that it is a caufe of quarrel for a man
to fay, he allows a gentleman really to be
what his tailor, his hofier, and his milliner’
have confpired to make him? | confefs, if this
perfon who appeals to me had faid, he was
““ not a Smart Fellow,” there had been caufe
lor refentnientj but if he ftands to'it that he

* See N» 9. N» 24. N» 26. N- and Notes.
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Is one, he leaves no manner of ground for mif-
underftanding. Indeed it is a moft lamentable
things that there fliould be a difpute raifed
upon a man’s faying another is what he plainly
takes pains to be thought.

But this point cannot be fo well adjufted, as
by enquiring what are the fentiments of wife
nations and communities, of the ufe of the
fword, and from thence conclude whether it
IS honourable to draw it fo frequently or not ?
An illuftrious commonwealth of Italy* has
preferved itfelf for many ages, without letting
one of their fubjeas handle this deftrudive in-
ftrument; always leaving that work to fuch of
mankind as underftand the ufe of a whole fkin
fo little, as to make a profeflion of expofing it
to cuts and fears.

But what need we run to fuch foreign in-
ftances? Our own ancient and well-governed
cities arc confpicuous examples to all mankind
in, their regulation of military atchievements.
The chief citizens, like the noble Italians, hire
mercenaries to carry arms in their ftead; and
you fliall have a fellow of a defperate fortune,
for the gain of one half crown, go through all
the dangers of Tothill-Fields, or the Artillery-
Oround, clap his right jaw within two inches
of the touch-hole of a mufquet, fire it off, and

* Venice~ Which declined engag”ing in the war of the Grand
Alliance Iin 1702. This republic, when it has occalion for
foldiers, commonly employs German, Swifs, or other fo-
reign mercenaries.

I huzza.
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huzza, with as little concern as he tears a puU
let*. Thus you fee, to what fcorn of danger
thefe mercenaries arrive, out of a mere love of
fordid gain: but methinks it fhould take off
the ftrong prepoffcffon men have in favour of
bold actions, when they fee upon what low
rfiotives men afpire to them. Do but obferve
the common practice in the government of thofe
heroic bodies, our militia and lieutenancies, the
moft ancient corps of foldiers, perhaps, in the
univerfe; | queftion, whether there is one in-
Rance of an animolity between any two of thefe
illuftrious fons of Mars fince their inftitution,
which was decided by combat? | remember in-
deed to have read the chronicle of an accident
which had like to have occalioned bloodlhed
in the very field before all the general officers,
though mofi; of them were juftices of the peace.
Captain Crabtree of Birchin-lane, haber-
daffie.r, had drawn a bill upon major-general
M aggot, cheefemonger in Thaines-ftrcet.
Crabtree draws this upon Mr. William
MAGGOTand company. A country lad received
this bill, and not underftanding the Word
companyt Ufed in drawing bills on men in part-
nerlhip, carried it to Mr. Jeffery Stitch of
Crooked-lane (lieutenant of the major general’s
company), whom he had the day before feen

¢ The (late and difcipllne of the city train bands at this
(time was very juftly a ftanding fubjedt of ridicule. See
Tat. N®38. ant N* 41.

2 march
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march by the door in all the pomp of his com«
mifllon. The lieutenant accepts it for the ho-
nour of the company, lince it had come to him.
But repayment being alked from the major ge-
neral, he abfolutely refufes. Upon this, the
lieutenant thinks of nothing lefs than to bring
this to a rupture, and takes for his fecond T o-
bias Armstrong Of the Counter*, and fends
him with a challenge in a fcrip of parchment,
wherein was written Stitch contraMaggot,
and all the fury vaniihed in a moment. The
major-general givesfaSiisfaSiion to the fecond,
and all was well.

Hence it is, that the bold fpirits of our city
are kept in fuch fubjedion to the civil power.
Otherwife, where would our liberties foon be,
iIf wealth and valour were fuffFcred to exert
themfelves with their utmoft force ? If fuch of-
ficers as are employed in the terrible bands
abovementioned, were to draw bills as well as
fwords, thefe dangerous captains, who could
vidual an army as well as lead it, would be
too powerful for the fiate. But the point of
honour juftly gives way to that of gain; and,
by long and wife regulation, the richeft is the
bravef): man. | have known a captain rife to a
colonel in two days by the fall of fiocks; and a

my good friend, near the Monument,
afccnded to that honour by the fall of the price
of fpirits, and the riling of right nantz. By

* A lheriff's officer. | Major Gregory. See N" 38;
N® 79; and NoUs.

VoL. I. this
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this true fenfe of honour, that body of warriors
are ever in good order and difcipline, with their
colours and coats all whole: as in other batta-
lions (where their principles of adion are lefs
folid) you fee the men of lervice look like fpec-
tres with long fidcs and lank cheeks. In this
army you may meafure a man’s fervice by his
waill, and the moft prominent belly is certainly
the man who has been moil upon adion. Be-
fidesall this, there is another excellent remark
to be made in the difcipline of thefe troops. It
being of abfolute ncceflity, that the people of
England lliould fee what they have for their
money, and be eye-witnelTes of the advantages
they gain by it, all battles which are fought
abroad are reprefented here. But, fince one
lide muft be beaten, and the other conquer,
which might create difputes, the eldeft com-
pany is always to make the other run, and the
younger retreats, according to the laft news
and bed: intelligence. | have myfelf feen prince
Eugene make Catinat fly from the backlide of
Grays-Inn-Lane to Hockley in the Hole, and
not give over the purfuit, until obliged to leave
the Bear-garden* on the right, to avoid being

borne

* * There was a fort of amphitheatre here, dedicated ori-
ginally to bull-baiting, bear-baiting, prize-fighting, and

“ all other forts of rough-game j and it was not only attended
“ by butchers, drovers, and great crouds of all forts of mob,
but likewife by Dukes, Lord?, Knights, Squires, &c.

“ There were feats particularly fct apart for the quality,
ornamented with old tapeftry hangings, into which none

“ were



THE TATLER 275

borne down by fencers, wild bulls, and mon-
fters, too terrible for the encounter of any he-
roes, but fuch whofe lives are their livelihood-f*.

We have here feen, that wife nations do not
admit of fighting, even in the defence of their
country, as a laudable adtion; and they live
within the walls of our own city in great ho-
nour and reputation without it. It would be
very necefiary to underftand, by what force of
the climate, food, education, or employment,
one man'’s fenfe is brought to differ fo effentially
from that of another 5 that one is ridiculous
and contemptible for forbearing a thing which
makes for his fafetyj and another applauded
for confulting his ruin and dertrudlion.

It will therefore be neceffaryfor us (to fliew
our travelling) to examine this fubjcdt fully,
and tell you how it comes to pafs, that a man

** were admitted under half a crown at lead. Its neigh-
“ bourhood was famous for flicltering thieves, pickpockets,
" and infamous women; and for breeding bull-dogs.” N.
f * The profeflion of a fjldier may i)e difefteemed by
“<(fome unthinking, not to fay ungratef™ul men. Butfurely
to prof.fs arms, isto profefs being ready to die for others.
éCNor is it an oidinary druggie between reafon, fenfe, and
( palTjon, thatcan raife men to acalm and ready negligence
“ of life, and animate them to aflault without fear, purfue
“ without cruelty, and ftab without hatred. Werefoldiers
to form to themfelves {if any do not) a conOant reafon of
their adfions, they would find thenffelvcs better prepared
“ for all the viciflitudes they are to meet with, when inllead
“ of the changeable heat of mere courage and blood, they
“ afted upon the firm motives of duty, valour, and con-
ftanev of foul.” Steele.

T 2 of



ty6 THE TATLER. ' 28-

of honour in Spain, though you offend him
never fo gallantly, ftabs you hafely; in Eng-
land, though you offend him never fo hafely,
challenges fairly j the former kills you out of
revenge, the latter out of good breeding. But
to probe the heart of man in this particular to
its utmoft thoughts and receffes, I muft wait
for the return of Pacolet, who is now at-
tending agentleman lately in a Duel, and fome-
times vilits the perfon by whofe hands he re-
ceived his wounds

St. James's Colfec-houfe, June 13.

Letters from Vienna of the eighth inftant fay,
there has been ajournal of the marches and ac-
tions of the king of Sweden, from the begin-
ning of January to the eleventh of April, N.S,
communicated by theSwedifli minifters to that
court. Thefe advices inform, that his Swedifh
inajefty entered the territories of Mufeovy in
February laft, with the main body of his army,
In order to oblige the enemy to a general en-
gagement; but that, the Mufeovites declining a
battle, and an univerfal thaw having rendered

* See N” 25, Note on “ Steele’s Duel,” of the truth of
hich, this paflage may be confidered as a confirmation.
The relation in the note referred to, was given on the autho-
rity of the late pious and learned Dr. 7 'homas Amory, who
had it from his uncle, the Rev. Mr. H. Grove, an admirable
writer in the Spectator. The finry and the concluding
paflage of this Paper N* 28, mutually illuftrate and confirm
each other. See Spec. N"588; N" 60i; N®635; and Notes.

the
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the rivei's unpaflable, the king returned into
Ukrania. There arc mentioned fcveral ren-
counters between confiderable detachments of
the Swedifli and Ruffian armies, Marflial Heif-
ter intended to take his leave of the court on the
day after the date of thefe letters, and put him-
felf at the head of the army in Hungary. The
Inai-contents had attempted to fend in a fup-
ply of provilion into Newhaufel; but their de-
fign was difjppornted by the Germans.

Advices from Berlin of the fifteenth inftant,
N.S. fay, that his Danilh majefly having re-
ceived an invitation from the king of Pruffia to
an interview, defii“ncd to come to Potfdam
within a few days, and that king Auguftus re-
folved to accompany him thither. To avoid
all difficulties in ceremony, the three kings and
all the company who ffiall have the honour to
lit with them at table, are to draw lots, and
take precedence accordingly.

They write from Hamburgh of the eigh-
teenth inftant, N. S. that fome particular let-
ters from pantzick fpeak of a late adlion be-
tween the Swedes and Mufeovites near Jerif-
lawj but that engagement being mentioned
from no other place, there is not m;ich credit
given to this intelligence. *

We hear from Brufiels, by letters dated the
twentieth, that on the fourteenth in the even-
ing, the duke of Marlborough and prince Eu-
gene arrived at Courtray, with a defign to pro-
ceed the day following to Lifle, in the neigh-

T bourhood
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bourhood of which city the confederate army
was to rendezvous the lame day. Advices from
Paris inform us, that the Marlhal de Bezons is
appointed to command in Dauphine, and that
the duke of Berwick is fet out for Spain, with
a dclign to follow the fortunes of the Duke of
Anjou, in cafe the French king (hould comply
with the late demands of the allies.

The court of France has fent acircular letter*
to all the governors of the provinces, to recom-
mend to their confideration his majefty’s late
conduct in the affair of peace. It is thought
fit, in that epillle, tocondefcend to a certain ap-
peal to the people, whether it is confiilent with
the dignity of the crown”™ or the French name,
to fubmit to the preliminaries demanded by the
confederates? That letter dwells upon the un-
reafoiiablenefs of the allies, in requiring his ma--
jefty’s alTiflance in dethroning his grandforT]j
and treats this particular in language more fuit-
able to it, as. it is a topic of oratory, than a
real circumftance on which the interefls of na-
tions, and reafons of ftate, which affedt all
Europe, are concerned.

The clofe of this memorial feems to prepare
the people to expert all events, attributing
the confidence of*the enemy to the goodnefs of
their troops; but acknowledging, that his
foie dependance is upon the the intervention
pf Providence.

* SeeT at. N® 29, laft letter.





