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29. Thurfday, June 14, 1709,

STEEL

~Nicquid agunt homines
nojiri eji farrago libelli.

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

“ Whate'er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.” P.

W hite’s Chocolate-houfe, June 14.

AV"IN G a very folid refpe£t for Human
NATURE, however it is diftorted from its
natural make, by affectation, humour, cuflom,
misfortune, or vice, | do apply myfelf to my
friends to help me in raifing arguments for pre-
feiving it in all its individuals, as long as it is
permitted. To one of my letters on this fub-
jeCt, 1| have received the following anfwer ;

“Sir,
IN anfwer to your queftion, why men of

“ fenfe, virtue, and experience, are feen ftill to
“ comply with that ridiculousCuftom of Duel-

* See N*25; N*266 N” 28] N sii N*38; N" 39,
ardNOteS.
T4 “ ling?
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“ ling? | muft defire you torefle<fl:, thatCullom
“ has diflied up in ruffs the wifeft heads of our
“ anceftors, and put the beft of the prefent
“* age into huge falbala periwigs*. Menoffenfe
“ would not impofe fuch incumbrances on

themfelves, but be glad they might fliew

their faces decently in public upon eafier
“ terms. If then luch men appear reafonably

flaves to the Fafhion, in what regards the
“ figure of their perfons, we ought not to

wonder, that they are at leaft fo in what
** feems to touch their reputations. Befides,

you cannpt be ignorant, that drefs and chi-
** valry have been always encouraged by the
‘“ ladies, as the two principal branches of gaU
“ lantry. It is to avoid being fneered at for

his fingularity, and from a defire to appear

more agreeable to his miftrefs, that a wife,

experienced, and polite man, complies with

the drefs commonly received ; and is pre-
“ vailed upon to violate his reafon and princi-
“ pies, in hazarding his life and eftate by atilt,
“ as well as fuffering his pleafures to be con-
“ firained and foured by the confiant appre-
** henfion of a quarrel. This is the more fur-
“ prifmg, becaufe men of the moft delicate
“ fenfe and principles have naturally in other
“ cafes a particular repugnance in accommo-
“ dating themfelves to the maxims of the
“ world : but one may eafily difiinguifii the

* See N” 26. Noter and N®30. adfnem .
U man
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man that is afFefled with beauty, and the re-
putation of a.tilt, from him who complies
with both, merely as they are impofed upon
him by Cuftom; for in the former you will
remark an air of vanity and triumph;
whereas when the latter appears in a long
Duvtliter full of powder, or has decided a
qguarrel by the fword, you may perceive in
his face, that he appeals to cuftom for an ex-
cufe. 1 think it may not be improper to
enquire into the genealogy of this chimerical
monfter called ao .1, which I take to be
an illegitimate fpecies of the ancient knight-
errantry. By the laws of this whim, the he-
roic perfon, or man of gallantry, was indif-
penfably obliged to ftarve in armour acertain
number of years in the chace of monfters,
encounter them at the peril of his life,
and fuffer great hardfliips, in order to gain
the affedlion of the fair lady, and qualify
himfelf for afiuming the iel/e airj that is,
of a Pretty Fellow, or Man of Honour, ac-
cording to the faftiion : but, fince the pub-
liftiing of Don Quixote, and extindion of the
race of dragons, which Suetonius fays hap-
' pened in that of Wantley *, the gallant and
1 heroic fpirits of thefe latter times have been

* In humourous writings one may be led to fearch for
guotations no where to be found in the authors referred to,
as appears from this paflage. See “ The Dragon of

“ W antley,*printed in the “ Reliquesof Englifti Poetry,”
vol. Il1. P.

** under
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under the neceffity of creating new chimerical
* monfters to entertain themfelves with, by
* way of Ungle combat, as the only proofs
“ they are able to give their own fex, and the
“ ladies, that they are in all points men of nice
“ honour. But, todo juHice to the ancient and
“ real monfters, | mull obferve, that they never
molefted thofe who were not of a humour
to hunt for them in woods and defarts ;
‘ whereas, on the contrary, our modern mon-
“ fters are fo familiarly admitted and enter-
‘ tained in all the courts and cities of Europe

(except France) that one can fcarce be in
“ the moft humanized fociety without rilking
“ one’s life; the people of the beft fort, and
** the fine gentlemen of the age, being fo
“ fond of them, that they fcldoin appear in

any public place without one. | have fome
** further confiderations upon this fubjedt,
* which, as you encourage me, fhall be com-

municated to you by. Sir, a coufin but one
“ remove from the bell family of thestaffs,
“* namely, Sir, your humble fervant, kinfman,

and friend, Tjm Switch,”

It is certain that Mr. switch has hit upon
the true fource of this evil j and that it pro-
ceeds only from the force of Cuftom, that we
contradict ourfelves in half the particulars and
occurrences of life. But fuch a tyranny in
Love, which the fair impofe upon us, is a little
too fevere; that we mult demonltrate our af-

feClion
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fedion for them by no certain proof but
hatred to one another, or come at them (only
as one does at an eftate) by furvivorfhip.
This way of application to gain a lady's heart
Is taking her as we do towns and caftles, by
diftrefling the place, and letting none come
near them without our pafs. Were fuch a
Lover once to write the truth of his heart, and
let her know his whole thoughts, he would
appear indeed to have a paffion for her; but it
would hardly be called Love. The billet-doux
would run to this purpofe;

M adam,

“ 1 HAVE fo tender a regard for you, and

your interefts, that I will knock any man on
“ the head whom | obferve to be of my mind,
“ and like you. Mr. Truman, the other day,
“ looked at you in fo languiihing a manner,
** that 1 am refolved to run him through to-
“ morrow morning. This, 1 think, he de-
** ferves for his guilt in admiring you : than
* which | cannot have a greater reafon for
“ murdering him, except it be that you alfo
“ approve him. Whoever fays he dies for
“ you, | will make his words good, for I will
“ kill him. | am. Madam, your moft obe-

dient humble fervant.”

From my own Apartment, June 14.

I am juft come hither at ten at night, and
have, ever fince fix, been in the moft celebrated,
though
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though moft naufeous, company in town : the
two leaders of the fociety were a Critic and a
Wit. Thefe two gentlemen are great oppo-
nents on all occafions, not difeerning that they
are the neareft each other, in temper and talents,
of any two clafles of men in the world j for to
profefs judgment, and to profefs wit, both arife
from the fame failure, which is want ofjudg-
ment. The poverty of the Critic this way pro-
ceeds from the abufe of his faculty j that of the
W it, from the negled: of it. It is a particular
obfcrvaiion | have always made, that of all
mortals a Critic is the filliefl:; for, by enuring
himfelf to examine all things, whether they are
of confequcnceor not, he never looks upon any
thing but with a defign of palling fentence
upon it; by which means he is never a compa-
nion, but always a cenfor. This makes him
earneft upon trifles, and difpute on the mofl in-
different occafions with vehemence. If he of-
fers to fpeak or write, that talent, which fliould
approve the work of the other faculties, pre-
vents their operation. He comes upon a<"Non
In armour, but without weapons j he ftands in
fafety, but can gain no glory. The Wit, on
the other hand, has been hurried fo long away
by imagination only, that judgment feeins not
to have ever been one of his natural faculties.
This gentleman takes himfelf to be as much
obliged to be merry, as the other to be grave. A
thorough Critic is a fort of Puritan in the polite
world. As an enthufiafl in religion Rumbles

at
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at the ordinary occurrences of life, if he can-
not quote fcripture examples on the occafion 5
fo the Critic is never fafe in his fpeech or
writing, without he has, among the celebrated
writers, an authority for the truth of his fen-
tence. You will believe we had a very good
time with thefe brethren, who were fo far out
of the drefs of their native country, and fo loll
in its dialedt, that they were as much flrangers
to themfelves, as to their relation to each other.
They took up the whole difcourfe j fometimes
the Critic grew paflionate, and when repri-
manded by the Wit for any trip or helitation in
his voice, he would anfwcr, * Mr. D ryden
L makes fuch a character, on fuch an occafion,
< break off in the fame manner j fo that the Hop
T \vas according to nature, and as a man in a
N paflion Ihould do.” The Wit, who is as far
gone in letters as himfelf, feems to be at a lofs
to anfwer fuch an apology 5 and concludes only,
that though his anger is jufUy vented, it wants
fire in the utterance. If wit is to be meafured
by the circumllances of time and place, there
IS no man has generally fo little of that talent as
he who isaWit by profcfTion. What he fays,
inftead of arifing from the occafion, has an oc-
calion invented to bring it in. Thus he is new
for no other reafon, but that he talks like no-
body elfe j but has taken up a method of his
own, without commerce of dialogue with other
people. The livelyJasper Dactyle™ is one

See N® 3. and N* 63.
of



L B

286 THE TATLER. N 2

of this charader. He feems to have made a vow
to be witty to his life’send. When you meet
him, “ What do you think,*” fays he, “ | have
“ been entertaining myfelf with ?” Then out
comes a premeditated turn j to which it is to no
purpofe to anfwcr, for he goes on in the fame
llrain of thought he defigned without your
fpeaking. Therefore | have a general anfwer
to all he can fay; as, “ Sure there never was
“ any creature had fo much fire I” Spondee,
who is aCritic, is feldom out of this fine man’s
company. They have no manner of affedion
for each other, but keep together, like Novel
and Oldfox in the Plain Dealer, becaufe
they fiiew each other. | know feveral men of
fenfe who can be diverted with this couple;
but | fee no curiofity in the thing, except it
be, that Spondee is dull, and feems dull; but
Dactyle is heavy with a brifk face. It
muft be owned alfo, that Dactyle has al-
moll vigour enough to be a coxcomb; but
Spondee, by the lownefs of his confiitution,
Is only a blockhead.

St. James’s COﬁee'hOUfe, June 15.

W e have no particulars of moment fince our
laft, except it be, that the copy of the follow-
ing original letter came by the way of Oftend.
It is faid to have beenfound in the clofttof Mon-
fieur Chamillard, the late fecretary of fiate
of France, fince his difgrace. It was ligned by

two
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two brothers of the famous Cavallier*, who
led the Cevennois\, and had a perfonal inter-
view

* James Cavallier was the celebrated leader of the
French Protcftants in the CevenneSy when thefe warlike but
enthufiaflic mountaineers oppofc-d the tyranny of Lewis
X 1V. and made a vigorous iland againft the whole power
of trance, which for a long time laboured in vain to fub”™
due them. It was in the heat of this gallant ftruggle to
prcferve themfelves from religious flavcry, that the firfi:
feeds of that wild fanaticifm were Town, which afterwards
grew up to fuch an amazing extravagance, and diftinguilhed
them by the name of French Prophets, among the moft
extraordinary enthufiafts that are to be found in the hiftory
of human folly. P. SeeT at. N®ir. and note.

Cavallier, who found in his latter days an hofpltable
afylum in Ireland, publilhed, in 1726, “ Memoirs” of the
“ wars of the Cevennes, under Col. Cavallier, in de-
“ fence of the Protcftants perfecuted in that country, and
“ of the peace concluded between him and the marefchal
“ duke of VIiLLARSI of his conference with the king of
“ France, after the conclufion of the peace; with letters
“ relating thereto, from marefchal Villars, and C ha-
“ MILLARD, fecretary of ftate.” Thefe “ Memoirs,” the
author tells lord Carteret, at that time lord-lieutenant
of Ireland, “ contain a melancholy and doleful relation of
“ the fad effefls ariftng from the ambition of tyrants, and
“ the cruelty of bigots:

(C ------ Quaeque ipfe miferrima vidi,
Et quoruni-j---—-- "

« It was not my ambition,” he adds, “ to become an
“sauthor. In regard to myown charadler, and todojuftice
éto my fellow-fufferers, | have been obliged to diaw up

this lhorr account of our common adventures and mis-
“ fortunes.” N.

+ “ The people of the Cevennes, who have long
“ ftruggled with bigotry, fuperftition, and perfecutipn, are
“ part of the defeendants of the Albigenfcs and Waldenfes,

“lo
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view with the king, as well as a capitulation to
lay down his arms, and leave the dominions of
France. There are many other names toit;
among whom is the chief of the family of the
MarquisGuiscARD™*. Itis not yet knownwhe-
ther MonfieurCHAMILLARD had anyrealdelign
to favour the Proteftant interell, or only thought
to place himfelf at the head of that people, to
make himfelf conliderable enough to oppofe his
enemies at court, and rc-inftate himfelfin power
there.

fo famous for their oppofition to the errors and corruptiort
“ of Popery, long before the reformation of Luther and
Calvin. I'hey boaft to have never been reformed, but
“ to have held the fame dodlrine and worfiiip fince the time
“ of the Apoftles; and there are many circumftances that
“ render this exceeding probable.” Cavallier,Memairs,
&c. Pref. p. xi. N.

* Steele, or whoever was the author of this fifUtious
letter, to give the perlon it is afenbed to more dignity,
violates the truth of hiftory, and mentions the chiefof the
family, inftead of a cadets or younger brother, who was an
Abbe, and, quitting France, ufed his pen and his fword
againrt Lewis XIV. He was employed in England, had
preferment in the army, and a penfion; but, being found
an ufelefs villain, he was foon difearded. He then endea-»
voured to make his peace with France, by ailing here as a
fpy ; but being detedled, he was brought before the cabinet-
council, to be examined, March 8, 1711. In the courfe of
his examination he took an opportunity toftab Mr. Harley.
O f the wounds given to this affaffin on that occafion, he
died in Newgate foon after. See the “ Narrative of Guis-
“ card’s Examination,’* by Mrs. M anxey, from fafts
communicated to her by Dr. Swift, in the “ Subplement

See alfo, “ Exami-
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“Sir,

“ WE have read your majefty’s* letter to
the governors of your provinces, with in-
ftrudions what fentiments to infinuate into
the minds of your people: but as you have
always adted upon the maxim, that we were
made for you, and not you for us; we mufl:
take leave to affure your majefty, that we
are exadtly of the contrary opinion; and
muft defire you to fend for your grandfon
home, and acquaint him, that you now know,
by experience, abfolute power is only a ver-
tigo in the brain of princes, which for a time
may quicken their motion, and double in
their difeafed light the inftances of power
above them; but muft end at laft in their
fall and deftru6Hon, Your memorial fpeaks
you a good father of your family, but a very
iIll one of your people. Your majefty is re-
duced to hear truth, when you are obliged
to fpeak it. There is no governing any but
favages by other methods than their own
confent, which you feem to acknowledge in
appealing to us for our opinion of yourcon-
dudt in treating of peace, flad your people
been always of your council, the king of
France had never been reduced fo low as to

“ * Soon after the breaking off of the late treaty of peace,

“ the French king difperfed a letter throughout his domi-
* nions, wherein he fliews the reafons why he could notra-

«

tify the preliminaries.” See T at. N* 28, adfinem.
I U “ acknow-"
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acknowledge his arms were fallen into con-
* tempt. Butiince it is thus, we muft alk,
“ how is any man of France, but they of the
** houfe of Bourbon, the better, that Philip is
“ king of Spain ? We have outgrown that
“ folly of placing our happinefs in your majef-
“« ty’s being called, T he G reat. Therefore
* you and we are all alike* bankrupts, and
“ undone, let us not deceive ourfelves; but
“ compound with our adverfaries, and not talk
“ like their equals. Your majefty muft for-
** give us, that we cannot wifh you fuccefs, or
** lend you helpj for, if you lofe one battle
* more, we may have a hand in the peace you
* make; and doubt not but your majefty’s
“ faith in treaties will require the ratification
“ of the ftates of your kingdom. So we bid

you heartily farewell, until we have the ho-
* nour to meet you alTembled in parliament.
* This happy expectation makes us willing to

wait the event of another campaign, from
“ whence we hope to be raifed from the mifery
“ of flaves to the privileges of fubjeCts. We

are your majefty’s truly faithful and loyal
** fubjeCts, &c.”

*

N. B. Monfieur Bernard and the chief bankers of
“ France became bankrupts about this time.” See N* 3,
N* 5. and N* 9,
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