N“so- the TATLER. 291

N “ 30. Saturday, June 18, 1709.

STEELE.

~icquid agunt homines'
nojiri eji farrago Ubelli,

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 8"\

*Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
tf Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.” P.

From my own Apartment, June 16.

h e vigilance, the anxiety, the tendernefs,
which | have for the good people of Eng-

land, I am perfuaded, will in time be much
commended; but I doubt whether they will be
ever rewarded. However, | muft go on chear-
fully in my work of reformation; that being
my great defign, | am ftudious to prevent my
labours increafing upon me; therefore am
particularly obfervant of the temper and incli-
nations of childhood and youth, that we may
not give vice and folly fupplies from the grow-"
ing generation. It is hardly to be imagined
how ufeful this ftudy is, and what great evils
or benefits arife from putting us in our tender
years to what we are fit or unfit for: therefore
onTuefday lafl (with a defign to found their in-
U2 clinations)
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clinations) | took three lads, who are under
my Guardianfliip, a-rambling, in a hackney-
coach, toihew them the town; as the lions™}
the tombs-f*, BedlamJ, and the other places
which are entertainments to raw minds, becaufe
they ftrike forcibly on the /ancy. The boys
are brothers, one of fixteen, the other of four-
teen, the other of twelve. The firft was his
father’s darling, the fecond his mother’s, and
the third mine, who am their uncle. Mr. Wil -
liam is a lad of true genius; but, being at the
upper end of a great fchool, and having all the
boys below him, his arrogance is infupportabie.
If I begin to fhew alittle of my Latin, he im-
mediately interrupts: “ Uncle, under favour,
“ that which you fay, is not underftood in that
manner.” “ Brother,” fays my boy Jack,
you do not fhew your manners much in con-
tradidling my uncle Isaac® *“ You queer
cur,” faysMr.Wittiam, “ doyou think my
uncle takes notice any of fuch a dull rogue

* This hint of the lions at the Tower was improved by
Swift into a Paper “ on the Parilh lions,” in the fifth vo-
lume of the T atler, by Harrison and others, January
27, 1710.

t See a poetical defcription of the tombs in Weftminfter-
abbey, in Nichols’s “ Seledl Collection of Poems,” vol.
V. p. 167.

J The hofpital of Bethlem owes its name and original
eftabliftiment to the piety of a citizen of London, Simon
Fitz-Mary, in 1247, 39 Henry IlIl. For an account of its
inftitution, orders, benefatSors, &c. fee Stow’s “ Survey
“ of London,” vol. I. p. 21, £5 fe”q. and Tat.N* 39.

((as
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as you are?” Mr. William goes on, ” He
< is the moft ftupid of all my mother’s chil-
dren : he knows nothing of his book : when
he fliould mind that, he is hiding or hoarding

ft his taws and marbles, or laying up farthings.
< His way of thinking is, four and twenty far-
things make fixpence, and two fixpences a
® fhilling; two {hillings and {ixpence half a
= crown, and two half crowns live {hillings.
So within thefe two months the clofc hunks
has feraped up twenty {hillings, and we will

“ make him fpend it all before he comes
“ home.” Jack immediately claps his hands
iInto both pockets, and turns as pale as alhes.
There is nothing touches a parent (and fuch |
am to Jack) fo nearly as a provident conduct.
This lad has in him the true temper for a good
hulband, a kind father, and an honefl executor.
All the great people you fee make confiderable
figures on the exchange, in court, and fome-
times in fenates, are fuch as in reality have no
greater faculty than what may be called hu-
man inftinft, which is a natural tendency to
their own prefervation,and that of their friends,
without being capable of flriking out of the
road for adventures. There is Sir William
Scrip was of this fort of capacityfrom hischild-
hood; he has bought the country round him,
and makes a bargain better than Sir Harrv
W] LDFiRE, with all his wit and humour. Sir
Harry never wants money but he comes to
Scrip, laughs at him halfan hour, and then
U3 gives
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gives bond for the other thoufand. The clofe
men are incapable of placing merit any \vhere
but in their pence, and therefore gain it; while
others, who have larger capacities, are diverted
from the purfuit by enjoyments which can
be fupporte'd only by that cafh which they de-
fpife; and therefore are in the end Haves to
their inferiors both in fortune and underlfand-
ing*. | once heard a man of excellent fenfe
obferve, that more affairs in the world failed
by being in the hands of men of too large ca-
pacities for their bufinefs, than by being in the
conduft of fuch as wanted abilities to execute
them. Jack therefore, being of a plodding
make, fhall be a citizen: and I defign him to
be the refuge of the family in their diftrefs, as
well as their jeft in profperity. His brother
WIALL fhall go to Oxford with all fpeed, where,
If he does not arrive at being a man of fenfe)
he will foon be informed wherein he is a cox-
comb. There is in that place fuch a true fpirit
of raillery and humour, that if they cannot
make you a wife man, they certainly will let
you know you are a fool; which is all'my
coufm wants, to ceafe to be fo. Thus having
taken thefe two out of the way, | have leifure
to look at my third lad. | obferve in the young

* Swift, in a letter to Secretary Boungbroke, il-
lufirates this from the praaice of his lordfhip’s clerks, who
employed for common ufe, in his lordfliip”s office, a blunt

\VOL. AVIL. p. A Sw» T's Works,

rogue
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rogue a natural fubtilty of mind, which dif-
covers itfelf rather in forbearing to declare his
thoughts on any occafion, than in any vifible
way of exerting himfelf in difcourfe. For
which reafon I will place him, where, if he
commits no faults, he may go farther than
thofe in other Rations,’ though they excel in
virtues. The boy is well-falhioned, and will
eafily fall into a graceful manner; wherefore |
have a defign to make him a page to a great
lady of my acquaintance by which means he
will be well fltilled in the common modes of
life, and make a greater progrefs in the world
by that knowledge, than with the greateft qua-
lities without it. A good mien in acourt will
carry a man greater lengths than a good un-
derftanding in any other place. We fee a world
of pains taken, and the beft years of life fpent
in colledling a fet of thoughts in a college for
the condudt of life, and, after all, the man fo
qualified Ihall hefitate in his fpeech to a good
fuit of cloaths, and want common fenfe before
an agreeable woman. Hence it is, that wif-
dom, valour, juftice, and learning, cannot
keep a man in countenance that is poffefied
with thefe excellencies, if he wants that in-
ferior art of life and behaviour, called good-
breeding. A man endowed with great per-
fections, without this, is like one who has his
pockets full of gold, but always wants change
for his ordinary occafions.

* Sec T at. N® 207, paragraph fecond.
ui4 Will
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W it1 Courtiy IS aliving inflance of this
truth, and has had the fame education which
I am giving my nephew. He never fpoke a
thing but what was faid before, and yet can
converfe with the wittieft men without being
ridiculous. Among the learned, he does not
appear ignorant; nor with the wife, indifereet.
Living in converfation from his infancy, makes
him no where at a lofs; and a long familiarity
with the perfons of men, is in a manner, of the
fame fervice to him, as if he knew their arts.
As ceremony is the invention of wife men to
keep fools at a diilance, fo good-breeding is
an expedient to make fools and wife men
equals.

W ill's Coifee-houfc, June ly.

The fufpcnfion- of the playhoufe has made
me have nothing to fend you from hence; but
calling here this evening, | found the party |
ufually lit with, upon the bufinefs of writing,
and examining what was the handfomeft ftyle in
which to addrefs women, and write letters of
gallantry. Many were the opinions which were
immediately declared on this fubjeft. Some
were for a certain foftnefs; fome for I know
not what delicacy; others for fomething inex-
prenibly tender. When it came to me, | faid
there was no rule in the world to be made for
writing letters, but that of being as near what
you fpeak face to face as you can; which is

fo
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fo great a truth, that 1 am of opinion, writing
has loft more miftreffes than any one miftake
in the whole legend of Love. For when you
write to a lady for whom you have a folid and
honourable paftion, the great idea you have of
her, joined to a quick fenfe of her abfence,
fills your mind with a fort of tendernefs, that
gives your language too much the air of com-
plaint, which is feldom fuccefsful. For aman
may flatter himfelf as he pleafesj but he will
find that the women have more underftanding
Iin their own affairs than we have, and women
of fpirit are not to be won by mourners. He
that can keep handfomely within rules, and
fupport the carriage of a companion to his mif-
trefs, is much more likely to prevail, than he
who lets her fee the whole relifti of his life de-
pends upon her. If pofiible, therefore, divert
your miftrefs, rather than figh for her. The
pleafant man fhe will defire for her own fake,
but the languifhing Lover has nothing to hope
from, but her pity. To fiiew the difference,
| produced two letters a lady gave me, which
had been writ by two gentlemen who pre-
tended to her, but were both killed the next
day after the date, at the battle of Almanza.
One of them was a mercurial gay-humoured
man; the other a man of a ferious, but a great
and gallant fplrlt Poor Jack Careless !
this is his letter: you fee how it is folded: the
air of it is fo negligent, one might have read

half
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half of it by peeping into it, without breaking
it open. He had no exaftnefs.

MADAM

It is a very pleafant circumftance | am in,
that while I fhould be thinking of the good
company we are to meet within a day or
two, where we (hall go to loggerheads, my
thoughts are running upon a fair enemy in
England. | was in hopes | had left you
there; but you follow the camp, though I
have endeavoured to make fome o f our leaguer
ladies”™ drive you out of the field. All my
comfort is, you are more troublefome to
my colonel than myfelf: | permit you to
vilit me only now and then; but he down-
right keeps you. | laugh at his honour, as
** far as his gravity will allow me; but | know
* him to be a man of too much merit to fuc-
** ceed with a woman. Therefore defend your
** heart as well as you can: | fhall come home
“ this winter irrefiftibly dreffed, and with quite
“ a new foreign air. And fo I had like to fay,
** | reft, but, alas | | remain, madam, your moft

obedient, moft humble fervant,

“ John Careless.”

Now for colonel Constant’s epiftle: you

fee 1t is folded and directed with the utmoft
care.

* Women who accompany the army, arc fo called.
<
M adam,
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M ADAM,

I do myfelf the honour to write to you this
“ evening, becaufe | believe to-morrow will be
** the day of battle; and fomething forebodes
in my bread that I ihall fall init. If it proves
“ fo, | hope you will hear I have done nothing
“ below a man who had the love of his coun-
try, quickened by a pafTion for a woman of
* honour. If there be any thing noble in
going to a certain death; if there be any
* merit, that | meet it with pleafure, by pro-
mifing myfelf a place in your efteem; if
** your applaufe, when I am no more, is pre-
ferable to the mod glorious life without you:
I fay, madam, if any of thefe conliderations
** can have weight with you, you will give me
**a kind place in your memory, which | pre-
** fer to the glory of Caesar. | hope this will
** be read, as it is writ, with tears/’

The beloved lady is a woman of a fenlible
mind; but (he has confefTed to me, that after
all her true and folid value for Constant,
(he had much more concern for the lofs of
Careless. Thofe noble and ferious fpirits
have fomething equal to the adverfities they
meet with, and confcquently leffen the objects
of pity. Great accidents feem not cut out fo
much for men of familiar charadlers, which
makes them more eafily pitied, and foon after
beloved. Add to this, that the fort of Love

which
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which generally fucceeds, is a ftranger to awe
and diftance. | afked Romana, whether of
the two {he {hould have chofen, had they fur-
vived? She faid, lhe knew {he ought to have
taken Constant: but believed ihe fliould
have chofen Careless.

ftMr. Bickerstaff (ives notice to all
“ perfons that drefs themfelves as they pleafe,
without regard to decorum (as with blue and
“ red {lockings in mourning, tucked cravats,
“ and night-cap* wigs, before people of the
** firft quality), that he has yet received no fine
“ for indulging them in that liberty, and that
“ he cxpeds their compliance with this de-
mand, or that they go home immediately and
fiiift themfelves. This is further to acquaint
“ the town, that the report of the hofiers, toy-
“ men, and milliners, having compounded with
“ Mr.BicKERSTAFF for tolerating fuch enor-
mities, is utterly falfe and fcandalous.”

* See N® 26, and Note.

The curious may fee a very fatisfatory account
of the inftitution, &Ci of Bedlam”™ mentioned at the be-

ginning of this Paper, in a late benevolent publication by
iwr. Bowen, entitled, “ An hiftorical Account of the
« Origin, Progrefs, and prefent State of Bethlem Hofpital.
“ founded by Henry VI1II. for the Cure of Lunatics, and
« enlarged by fubfequent Benefaftors, for the Reception
“ and Maintenance of Incurables,” 1783.
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