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N 7 31. Tuefday, June 21, 17009.
STEELE.

~Nicquid agunt homines~~ ~
nojtri eftfarrago libelli,

Juv. Sat. 1 85, 86.

“ Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for it's theme." P.

G recian Coffee-houfe, June 18.

N my dilTertation againft the Cuftom of Angle

Combat*, it has been objected, that there is
not learning, or much reading, fhewn therein,
which is the very life and foul of all treatifes;
for which reafon, being always eafy to receive
admonitions and reform my errors, | thought
fit to confult this learned board on the fubje<f.
Upon propofing fome doubts, and defiring their
afiiftance, a very hopeful young gentleman, my
relation, who is to be called to the bar within
a year and a half at farthefi, told me, that
he had ever fince | firft mentioned Duelling
turned his head that wayj and that he was
principally moved thereto, becaufe he defigned

* SeeT atler, N* 25, and notesj N®26. N® 28. N®2g.
N® 38. and N® 39.

to
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to follow the circuits in the north of England
and fouth of Scotland, and to refide moftly at
his own eftate at Landbadernawz* in Cardigan-
/hire.  The northern Britons and the fouthern
Scots are a warm people, and the Welth “ a

nation of gentlemen;*' fo that it behoved him
to underftand well the fcience of quarrelling.
The young gentleman proceeded admirably
well, and gave the board an account that he had
read “ Fitzherbert's** Grand Abridgment,*
and had found that Duelling is a very ancient
part of the law f; for when a man is fued, be
it for his life or his land, the perfon that joins
the iffue, whether plaintiff or defendant, may
put the trial upon the Duel. Further he ar-
gued, under favour of the court, that when the
iIffue is joined by the Duel, in treafon or other
capital crimes, the parties accufcd and accufer
muft fight in their own proper perfons: but if
the difpute be for lands, you may hire a cham-
pion at Hockley in the Hole]|, or any where
elfe. This part of the law we had from the
Saxons; and they had it, as alfo the trial by
ordeal §, from the Laplanders. It is indeed
agreed, faid he, the fouthern and eaftern nations

* There is no fuch place. Probably Liandbadern vawr
in Cardiganfbire is intended.

t A book publifhed under this title in 1516 by An-
thony Fitzherbert, one of thejudges in the reign of
Henry VIII1. who died in 1538.

X Sec N« | ; N’ 25 | See N« 28, and Note.

8 On the feveral kinds of trial by ordeal, fee Ver-
stbgan’s “ Decayed Intelligence revived.” pajjim.

4 never
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never knew any thing of it; for though the
ancient Romans would fcold and call names
filthily, yet there is not an example of a Chal-
lenge that ever palled among them.

His quoting the eaftern nations put another
gentleman in mind of an account he had from
a boatfwain of an Eaft-Indiaman ; which was,
that a Chinefe had tricked and bubbled him,
and that when he came to demand fatisfadlion
the next morning, and like a true tar of honour
called him a fon of a whore, lyar, dog, and
other rough appellatives ufed by perfons con-
verfant with winds and waves; the Chinefe,
with great tranquility, delired him “ not to
“ come abroad fafting, nor put himfelfinto a

heat,foritwould prejudice his health.” Thus
the Ball: knows nothing of this gallantry.

There fat at the left of the tabic a perfon of
a venerable afpedt, who afiTerted, that “ half the

impofitions which are put upon thefe ages
“ have been tranfmitted by writers who have

given too great pomp and magnificence to
the exploits of the ancient bear-garden, and
& made their gladiators, by fabulous tradition,
(( greater than G o r m an * andothers of Great-

* Gorman, a noted bruifer and prize-fighter, men-
tioned in Lanfdowne’s epilogue to the “ Jew of Venice.”*

“ 'Tis Shakefpear’s play, and if thefe fcenes mifcarry,
“ Let G orman take the ftage, or Lady Mary,**

N . B. Lady Mflry was a rope-dancer at May-Fair, much
admired for her beauty, lhape, and agility.

« Britain "
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** Britain.”* He informed the company, that
** he had fearched authorities for what he faid,
and that a learned antiquary, Humphrey
** Scarecrow™ Efquire, of Hockley in the Hole,
“ recorder to the bear-garden, was then writing
** a difcourfe on the fubjedt. It appears by
“ the bed: accounts,” fays this gentleman,
** that the high names which are ufed among
us with fo great veneration, were no other
than ftage-fighters, and worthies of the an-
cientbear-garden. TherenownedHERCULES
always carried a quarterftafF, and was from
thencecalledC/i™My?g”™r*. A learned chronolo-
gift is about proving what wood this ftaff was
“ made of, whether oak, afh, or crab-tree-f*.
The firft trial of fkill he ever performed was
“ with one Cacus, a deer-ftealerj the next was
“ with Typhonus, a giant of forty feet four
inches. Indeed it was unhappily recorded,
“ that meeting at laft with a Tailor's wife, ftie
“ made his ftaff of prowefs ferve her own ufe,
“ and dwindle away to a diftaft’: Theclapped him
on an old tar jacket of her hufband; fo that
“ this great hero drooped like a fcabbed (heep.
- Him his contemporary t neseus fucceeded
“ in the bear-garden, which honour he held for
many years. This grandDuellift went to hell,
“ and was the only one of the fort that ever

* “ Club bearer.”

t “ Itis to be noted, that when any part of this paper
“ appears dull,” or contrary to the hefi authorities of hijiory™
** there is always a defign in it,” Sec N* 38. adpnem.

*= cas;ne
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came back again. As for Achilles and
** Hector (as the ballads of thofe times men*-
** tion), they were pretty fmart fell®ws; they
** fought at fword and buckler; but the former
“ had much the better of it; his mother, who
** was an oyfter-woman, having got a black-

fmith of Lemnos to make her Ton's weapons.

There is a pair of trufty Trojans in a fong
*of Virgil that were famous for handling
“ their gauntlets. Dares and Entellus; and
“ indeed it does appear, they fought no ftiam-
'<<prize.’*

The Roman bear-garden was abundantly
more magnificent than any thing Greece could
boaft of; it flourithed moft under thofe de-
lights of mankind, Nero and Domitian*.
At one time it is recorded, four hundred fena-
tors entered the lift, and thought it an honour
to be cudgelled and quartcrftafFed. | obferve
the Lanijia were the people chiefly employed,
which makes me imagine our Bear-garden co-
pied much after this, the butchers being the
greateft men in it.

Thus far the glory and honour of the bear-
garden ftood fecure, until fate, that irrefiftible
ruler of fublunary things, in that unlvcrfal ruin
of arts, and politer learning, by thofe favage
people the Goths and Vandals, deftroyed and
levelled it to the ground. Then fell thegran-

* SuETOKIius mentions this in the life of N ero, ch. 12.
See  Script. H iji. tom, HI. p. 13. td.folio” Hcidelb,
1748.

VolL. I. X deur
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deur and bravery of the Roman flate, until at
laft the warlike genius (but accompanied with
more courtefy) revived in the Chriftian world
under thofe puiffant champions,SaintG eorge.
Saint D ennis, and other dignified heroes: one
killed his dragon, another his lion, and were
all afterwards canonized for it, having red let-
ters * before them to illuftrate their martial
temper. The Spanifii nation, it mull be owned,
were devoted to gallantry and chivalry above
the reft of the world. What a great figure
does that great name, Don Q uixote, Make in
hiftoryl How (bines this glorious ftar in the
weftern world! O renowned hero! O mirror
of knighthood!

Thy brandifti’d whinyard all the world defies.

And kills as fure as del T obosa’s eyes.

I am forced to break offabruptly, being fent
for in hafte with my rule, to meafure the de-
gree of an affront, before the two gentlemen
(who are now in their breeches and pumps-t*

ready to engage behind Montague-houfe) have
made a pafs.

From my own Apartment, June 18.

It is an unreafonable objeftion, I find, againft
my labours, that my (lock is not all my own,
and, therefore, the kind reception | have met

* An allufion to the ruhrteks in the Roman mi(Tals.
+ See N®25, Notg.

2 with.
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with, is not fo deferved as it ought to be. But
| hope, though it be never fo true that I am
obliged to my friends for laying their cafli in
my hands, fince | give it them again when they
pleafe™ and leave them at their liberty to call
it home, it will not hurt me with my gentle
readers, Afk all the merchants who adl upon
conlignments, where is the neceffity (if they
anfwer readily what their correfpondents draw)
of their being wealthy themfelve,s ? Afk the
greateft bankers, if all the men they deal with
were to draw at once, what would be the con-
fequence*? But indeed a country friend has
writ me a letter which gives me great mortifi-
cation j wherein | find | am fo far from ex-
peding a fupply from thence, that fome have
not heard of me, and the reft do not under-
ftand me: his epiftle is as follows:

‘D ear C ousin,

“ 1 thought, when 1 left the town, to have
“ raifed your fame here, and helped you to

* Mr, Tlckell, who was not very friendly to Steele,
makes the following acknowledgment, in his preface to
his ed. of Addison’s Works. “ The public owes

“ Addison to Steele.”* T o f<«y nothing of the muiti<»
tude of Papers of which Steele was the author™ many of
which will very well bear a comparifon with any other,
either in riTpcdt of dclign, or execution; on Mr.Tickell’s
principle, the public owes to Steele all the entertaining
and inUruflive pieces of which he was the editor. The real
authors of many of them are now unknown to us; and
with the names of others, certainly Steele himfelfwas un-
acquainted. See a proof of this, in T heatre, N® 26 j
and T at.N® 205.

X 2 “ fupport
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“ fupport it by intelligence from hence ; but,
 alas' they had never heard of the T ati1er
“ untilloroughtdownan™”™”*. | lentthemfrom

houfe to houfc, but they aflced me what they

meant. | began to enlighten them, by tcll-
" ing who and who were fuppofed to be in-

tended by the charaders drawn. | faid, for

Inftance, c hi1oe - and cirarissa are two

eminent toalls. A gentleman, who keeps his
** greyhound and gun, and one would think
* might know better, told me, he fuppofed
“ they were Papijhes, for their names were not
“ Englith. * Then, faid he, why do you call
** live people toafts.J; 7' | anfwered, *That was a
“ new name found out by the v/its, to make a
“ lady have the fame effed, as burridge in the
** glafs when a man is drinking. But, fays I,
“ Sir, | perceive this is to you all bamboozling\

why, you look as if you were || Don Diego d
** to the tune of a thoufand pounds.- All this
“ good language was loft upon him: he only
“ ftared, though he is as good a fcholar as any
“ layman in the town, except the barber.
“ Thus, coufin, you mull: be content with
* London for the center of your wealth and
“ fame; we have no relifti for you. Wit

* see NOte at the end of this letter, p. 310.

t See 'Jat. N" 4. It appears from this palTage, that

the charaficrs drawn in thefe Papers were fuppofed, at the

time of their publication, to have been intended for perfons
then livin?;.

J See T AT. N** 24, and N® 29.
1 see T at. N® 21, and Note.

1 N muft
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* maft defcribe its proper circumference, and
“ not go beyond it, left, like little boys when

they ftraggle out of their own parifh, it
“ may wander to places where it is not known,

and be ioft. Since it is fo, you muft excufg
“ me, that | am forced at a vifjt to fit ftlent,
“ and only lay up what excellent things pafs
** at fuch converfations.

“ This evening | was with a couple ofyoung
** ladies; one of them has the character of the
“ prettied: company, yet really | thought her
but filly; the other, who talked a great deal
lefs, | obferved to have underftanding. The
lady, who is reckoned fuch a companioa
among her acquaintance, has only, with a
very brifk air, a knack of faying the com-
moneft things: the other, with a fly ferious
one, fays home things enough. The firft,
* miftrefs Giddy, is very quick; but the fe-
* cond, miftrefs Slim, fell into Giddy’s own

ftyle, and was as good company as ftie. Giddy

happens to drop her glove; Slim reaches it
“ to her. ‘ Madam, fays Giddy, | hope you
“ will have a better office.” Upon which Slim
“ immediately repartees, and fits in her lap,
** and cries, ‘' Are you not forry for my heavi-«
nefs?” The fly wench pleafed me, to fee how
“ fhe hit her height of underftanding fo well.
“ We fat down to dinner. Says Giddy,
mighty prettily, * Two hands in a diffi,
“and one in a purfe” Says Slim, *‘ Ay,
Uiadam, the more the merrier; b_{Jt the
X |
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fewer the better chear.* | quickly took
“ the hint, and was as witty and talkative as
they. Says I,

He that will not when he may,
“ When he will, he fhall have nay.

**and fo helped myfelf. Giddy turns about 5
t1 <what, have you found your tongue?’ * Yes,
e fays I, it is manners to fpeak when | am
it fpoken toj but your greateft talkers are the
** |leaO: doers, and the ftill fow eats up all the
“ broth.* * Ha! ha! fays Giddy, one would
“ think he had nothing in him, and do you
“ hear how he talks, when he pleafcs " | grew
“ immediately roguifh and pleafant to a degree,
“ in the fame drain. Slim, who knew how
“ good company we had been, cries, you will
** certainly print this bright converfation

It is fo; and hereby you may fee how fmall
an appearance the prettied things faid in com-
pany make, when in print.

“ Whofoever candifeovera furgeon’s appren-
** tice who fell upon Mr.BICKERSTAFF’s mef-
ct fenger, or (as the printers call him) Deuvil,
*going to the prefs, and tore out of his hand
(( part of his effay againd Duels, in the frag-

* If this letter is not by Swift, it isvery much in the
manner of his “ Polite Converfation.” N.

The Setof the T atler mentioned by the author of this
letter, could hardly confid of thirty numbers, and feems
only to have included twenty-four.

ments
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ments of which were the words ‘ you lie/
tt and * man of honour/ taken up at the
< Temple-gate, and the words, * perhaps'—
(( * may be not/— * by your leave, Sir/~rrand
“ other terms of provocation, taken up at the
* door of Young Man's Coffee-houi'e, lliall
“ receive SatisfaEHon from Mr. Morphew,
“ Dbefides a fet of arguments to be fpoken to
((any man in a palTion, which if the faid
“ enraged man liftens to, will prevent quar-

relling.

“ Mr. Bickerstaff does hereby give
notice, that he has taken the two famous
Univerfities of this land under his imme-
diate care, and does hereby promife all
tutors and pupils, that he will hear whaf
can be faid of each fide between them, and
to corredt them impartially, by placing them
iIn orders and claffes in the learned world,
according to their merit.”

“ Mr. Bickerstaff has received the
advices from Clay-Hill, which, with all in-
telligence from honeft Mr. Sturdy* and
others, fliall have their place in our future
ftory,”

* See the following Paper N® 32, Let. figned C.
Sturdy, which feems here to be mentioned as diftinI
from the Clay-Hili communication.

X N ” 32,





