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N" 32. Thurfday, June 23, 17009.

SWIFT AND ADDISON™.

8uic”uU agunt homines— —
mjlri ejtfarrago lihellu

Juv, Sat. i. 85, 86.

« Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
« Our medley Paper frizes for its theme." p.

W hite’s Chocolate-houfe, June 2a,

n anfwer to the following letter being
abfolutely neceffary to be difpatched with
all expedition, | muft trefpafs upon all that

comQ

* This humorous Paper probably originated in the li-
centious imagination of the Dean of St. Patric#*, whom
no laws, divme or human, could either confine to flrift
truth, or rcftrain from the exercife of indifcriminating
fatirc, and tllaudible ridicule. Even Addison corrupted
by his company, feems to have been more than merely his
Atnanuenfiii fo that Swift might have faid here, in his own.
way of refngment, as truly at leafi, asin the cafe of the Exa-
miner, « that he had really no band in this Paper.” It
came probably with A ddison’s 2d or 3d contribution
from Ireland, to th'e Author and Editor of the T atler.
An humorous compliment to Janus in the article annexed,
feems to difclofe, and to afcerialn the Author of this Paper,
as an eminent h'unjier. The reader will fee more proofs.
Of at leaft grefumptions of tbe propriety of aferibing this

Paper
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come with horary * queftions into my anti-
chamber, to give the gentleman my opinion,

TO Isaac Bickerstaff, Efquire.

| R, June 18, 1709.

“ 1 know not whether you ought to pity
or laugh at me; for | am fallen defperatdy
in love with a profefled P1aton ne, the moft
unaccountable creature of her fex. To hear
her talk feraphics, and run over NoRRis-f*,

Paper to Swift, and Addison In N’ 59 j N®63, and Notes,
What relatesto MADONELtAInN T at. N®63, evidently ap-
pears to have been written by the Author of this Paper, cer-
tainly reprehenfible, for having treated fu ludicroufly, fub-
je£ls fo ferious, and characters fo rerpe<flabi™*. It ought not
to be concealed, that this number has been fur">efled to have
been the produftion of A. Henley, Efq; fent to his familiar
friend Steele from Clay-Hill in Middlelex. This fufpi-
cion is grounded on the fuppofition ¢ f its being written in
a ftile of iuperior elegance and fcho arftiip to moft of
Swift’'s things; but the argument fails to the ground,
from the probability of Addison’s having been, on this oc-
cafion. Swift’s amanuenjh and co-adjutor. Sec T at,
N*ii; N®25; N® 26; N® 44; Splct. N® 494; and
N~teson Anthony Henley, EfQ.

* Horary quejUom are queitions relative to an hour to be
refolved aftmlogically. See N®56, and “ Lives of Ash-
“ MOLE and Litty, &c. 1774,” p. 3b, 43, ~pajjim.

t John Norris, a man of great ingenuity,'learning”
and piety, was born in 1657, and died in 1711, aged 54.
He publifted in 1688 “ 1he Theory and Regulation of
“ Love,” in which he confiders ail virtues and vices as the
various modifications and irregularities of love. He main-
tained this principle, * that the love of G od ought to be

entire, and exclufivc of ai! other 1oves.”” Biog. Brit.

t. Norris,

“ and
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and M ore*, and M ilton -f-, and the whole
“ fetof INTELLECTUAL TRIFLERS, tOftnentS
(13 me’l

* Henry More, whofe name is perhaps affectedly mif-
fpelled Moor in the original Paper, an eminent divine and
Platonic philofopher, was born in 1614, and died in 1687,
aged 73. He compofed many books, which he called

preaching at his finger ends.” Mr. Chishull, an
eminent bookfel'er, declared, that Dr. More’s “ Myftery

of Godlinefs,” and his other works, ruled all the book-
fellers of London for twenty years together.

t Milton, thefellow-collegian of Dr. H. More, makes
up the trio of INTELLECTUAL TRIFLERS here mentioned.
As he was born in 1608, and died in 1674, it is obvious
that thefe writers are not claffed in a chronological order.
A complete collection of Milton’s “ Works” not having
been confulted, it cannot be pofitively affirmed, that there
is no particular traEt of his referred to here; but the fol-
lowing fine fcntiments were probably fufficient, to procure
their author the honour of being thus ranked, and abufed
in very good company :

“ In loving thou do’ft well, in paffion not,
“ Wherein true Love confifts not; L ove refines
“ The thoughts, and heart inlarges, hath his feat
“ In reas'n, and is judicious, is the fcale
“ By which to heav'nly Love thou may’ft afcend.
L ove leads to Heav'n, is both the way, and guide.”
Milton’'s Par. Loft, b. VIIL 588— 614.

| fpeak not of the books exprcfily fo called, but as many,
indeed moft of Fenelon’s Oeuvrei Spiritutlles murt have
been known at this time, it might have been expected, that
he would have been claffed here with his congenial Englifli
friends. It might be fuppofed to imply an unmerited and
unintended cenfure on other equally excellent, and no lefs
meritorious authors, to fay that the beautiful lines above
quoted, exprefs the peculiar dijlinguijhing tenets of the fenti-
mcntal writers here alluded toj they exprefs however their

leading
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" me heartily; for, to a lover who under-
ff ftands metaphors, all this pretty prattle of
ideas gives very fine views of pleafurc, which
only the dear declaimer prevents, by under-
a ftanding them literally: why (hould fhe
wifli to be a cherubim, when it is ficfii
and blood that makes her adorable? If |
fpeak to her, that is a high breach of the
idea of Intuition. If | offer at her hand
or lip, fhe fhrinks from the touch Ilike
zSenJitive P1an t, andwould contradl herfelf
into mere fpirit. She calls her chariot,
vehicle; her furbelowed fcarf, pinions; her
blue manteau and petticoat is her azure drefs;
and her footman goes by the name of
Oberon*. It is my misfortune to be fix
feet and a half high, two full fpans betv/een
the flioulders, thirteen inches diameter in,
the calves; and, before | was in love, |
had a noble flomach, and ul'ually went to

leading principles j and if, guarding againft the wantnn-
nefs of imagination, good fenfe and the New Teftament
be taken as guides in reading their writings, very many
things will be found in them, that equally approve them-
felves to every found underftanding, and every well-difpofed
heart. Not a few of their books might be mentioned,
that feem evidently intended, and not ill-calculated, to do
the heart good } that breathe and infpire a fpirit of piery ;
and therefore their luxuriancies claim the veil of candour,
and even their very errors are rcfpeflablc.

* An allulion to a mufical drama of Ben Jonson, in-
tituled, “ Oberon the Fairy Prince:” or perhaps to the
characterofUberon in “ The MidfummerNight'sDream,”
and in Spenfer,

It ped
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bed fober with two bottles. | am not
* quite fix-and-twenty, and my nofe is mark-
ed truly aquiline, p'or thefe reafons, 1fJ "
“ am in avery particular manner her avcrfion,
What fhall 1 do? Impudence itfelf cannot
“ reclaim her. If | write miferably, jfhc
“ reckons me among the children of per-
“ dition, and difeards me her region; if |
“ alTume the grofs and fubftantial™ fhe plays
“ the real ghoft with me, and vaniihes in
“ a moment. | had hopes in the hypocrify
“ of her fexj but perfeverance makes it as
“ bad as fixed averfion. | defire your opi-
“ nion, whether | may not lawfully play the
“ inquifition upon her, make ufe of a little
“ force, and put her to the rack and the
“ torture, only to convince her, fhe has really
“ fine limbs, without fpoiling or diftorting
“ them. | expedl your diredtions, before |
“ proceed to dwindle and fall away with
“ defpair; which at prelent | do not think
“ advifeable, becaufe, if lhe fliould recant,
“ the may then hate me perhaps, in the
“ other extreme, for my tenuity. | am (with
“ impatience) your moft humble fervant,
‘* Charles Sturdy/'

My patient has put his cafe with very much
warmth, and reprefented it in fo lively a man-
ner, that | fee both his torment and tormentor
with great perfpicuity. This orderof Platonic
Jadies, are to be dealt with in a manner peculiar

frona
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from all the reft of the fex. Flattery is the
general way, and the way in this cafe 5 but it
IS not to be done grofsly. Every man that has
wit, and humour, and raillery, can make a
good flatterer for woman in general: but a
Praton NE IS not to be touched with pane-
gyric : Ihe will tell you, it is a fenfuality in
the foul to be delighted that way. You are
not therefore to commend, but hlently con-
fent to all ihe does and fays. You are to
coniider, in her the fcorn of you is not hu-
mour, but opinion.

There were, fome years fince, a fet of thefe
ladies who were of quality, and gave out, that
virginity was to be their ftate of life during
this mortal condition, and therefore refolved to
join their fortunes, and ereifl a nunnery. The
place of refldence was pitched uponj and a
pretty fituation, full of natural falls and rifings
of waters, with ihady coverts, and flowery ar-
bours, was approved by feven of the founders.
There were as many of our fex who took the
liberty to vifit their manflons of intended feve-
rity; among others *, a famous rake of that
time, who had the grave way to an excellence.
He came in firft; but, upon feeing a fervant
coming towards him, with a defign to tell him
this was no place for him or his companions,

* A Mr. R.EPINGTON, a Warwlckftiire wag, is faid to
have been the “ famous Rake” here alluded to, who might
probably have been accompanied with Hinley, Norton,
&c. See Imrod. Nett.

up
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up goes my grave impudence to the maid
“ Young woman," faid he, ‘* if any of the la-
“ dies are in the way on this fide of the houfe
pray carry us on the other fide towards the
“ gardens: we are, you mull know, gentlemen
that are travelling Englandj after which we
Ihall go into foreign parts, where fome of
““ us have already been.” Here he bows in
the moft humble manner, and killed the girl,
who knew not how to behave to fuch a fort
of carriage. He goes on: » Now you mull
“ know we have an ambition to have it to fay,
“ that we have a proteftant nunnery in Eng-

“ land: but pray, Mrs. Betty”------ Sir,” lhe
replied, “ my name is Sufan at your fervice.”
“ Then | heartily beg your pardon”___ » No
“ offence in the leall,” faid lhe, “ for | have a
“ coufin-german, whofe name is Betty.” *“ In-
‘ deed, laid he, “ I protell to you, that was

“ more than | knew; | fpoke at random: but
lince it happens that | was near in the right

“ give me leave ;o0 prefent this gentleman to
“ the favour of acivil falute.” His friend ad-
vances, and lo on, until they had all faluted
means the poor girl was in the

middle of the crowd of thefe fellows, at a lofs
what to do. without courage to pafs through
them; and the Platonics, at feveral peep-holes
pale, trembling, and fretting. Rake per-
ceived they were obferved, and therefore took
care to keep Sukey in chat with quellions con-
cermng their way of life* when appeared at laft

Madp-

JfS
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Madonella*, a lady who had writ a fine
book concerning the reclufe life, and was the

* The perfon here grofsly mifreprefented, under the
mmt Madonella, was. Mrs. Mary Astell, a lady of
fuperior underftanding, of confiderable learning, and fingular
piety. She was the daughter of a merchant in Newcaftle
upon Tyne, where flie was born about i66S, and lived
about twenty years. The remainder of her inoffenfive, ir-
reproachable, and exemplary life fhe fpent at London and
Chelfea, where the died in 1731- Mr. Norris, before-
mentioned, publiflied her epiftolary correfpondencewith him
on the “ Loveoi God” in 1695. The well-written book.
alluded to is in two parts, and intitled, * A ferious Propofal
“ to the Ladies for the Advancement of their true and
« greateft Incereft, &c.” She propofed the eftablifhmcnt
of a feminary for female education ; and the fcheme appeared
fo rational and important to a certain great lady, that (he
intended to have given io,000l. towards the erei®ion of a
convenient college for this purpofe, and as a retreat for la-
dies who might chufe to lead a fingle life, in an agreeable
retirement from the buftle and diltradiions of the world,
Mr. Ballard affirms, in his “ Memoirs of learned ladies,*'
that Biffiop Burnett induftrioufly fruftrated this generous
defign, by buzzing in the ears of a lady, who was zeal-
oufly attached to the church of England, and over-appre-
heniive of innovation, that fuch an eftablifhment would be
reputed, as it is mifcalled here, a Protestant Nunnery®
and might pave the way to the inlrodudtion of Popish er-
ders™ 5ic.*’  ‘i'here is little doubt but that the perfon here
alluded to, was the truly great, and liberal-minded lady
Elizabeth Hastings j and it is a pity ffiac ffie was fo
far the dupe of a ridiculous argument, as to fuffer fuch a
change to be put upon her, where the queftion was not
about the poffible reputation, but the real nature of a harm-
lefs, and beneficial inftitution. She continued, however,
to the end of Mrs. Astell’s life, her great friend and be-
nefaftrefs, and is muft juftly celebrated by Congreve,
under the name of Aspasia, “ as an illuftrious pattern to
“ all who lovepraife-worthy things.” See N”425 N" 63,
and Notes.

projedrix
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proje6lrix of the foundation. She approaches
into the hall; and R a k e , KNnowing the dignity
of his own mien and afpedt, goes deputy from
his company. She begins, “ Sir, | am obliged
*' to follow the fervant, who was fent out to
know what affair could make Grangers prefs
upon a folitude which we, who are to in-
habit this place, have devoted to heaven and

“ our own thoughts?” “ Madam,” replies
Rake, With an air of great diftance, mixed
with a certain indifference, by which he could
diflemble dilfiniulation, ** your great intention
“ has mad-, more noife in the world, than you
“ defign it Ihould; and we travellers, who have
“ feen many foreign inftitutions of this kind,
have a curiolity to fee, in its firfl rudiments,

“ the feat of primitive piety; for fuch it muft
“ be called by future ages, to the eternal ho-
“ nour of the founders: | have read M ado -
“ netla’'s excellent and feraphic difcourfe on
“ thisfubjedfTheladyimmediatelyanfwered,
“ If what | have faid could have contributed to
“ raife any thoughts in you that may make for
“ the advancement of intellectual and divine
converfation, I fliould think myfelfextremely
happy.” He immediately fell back with the
profoundeft veneration; then advancing, “ Are
“ you then that admired lady ? If | may ap-
“ proach lips which have uttered things fo fa-
cred”— He falutes her. His friends followed
his example. The devoted within flood in
amazement where this wJuild end, to fee M a -
DONELLA
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ponNnELLA receive their addrefs, and their com-
pany. But Rake goes on— “ We would not
“ tranfgrefs rules; but if we may take the li-
“ berty to fee the place you have thought fit to
“ chdofe for ever, we would go into fuch parts
“ of the gardens as is confiftent with the feve-
“ rities you have impofed on yourfelves."

To be fhort, Madonella permitted Rake
to lead her into the afiembly of Nuns, followed
by' his triends, and each took his fair-one by
the hand, after due explanation, to walk round
the gardens. The converfation turned upon
the lilies, the flowers, the arbours, and the
growing vegetables; and Rake had thefolemn
iImpudence, when the whole company Rood
round him, to fay*, “ that “ he fincerely withed
“ men might rife out of the earth like plants;
** and that our minds were not of neccffity to
* pe lullied with carnivorous appetites for the

generation, as well as fupport, of our fpe-
‘“ gles.” This was fpoken with fo eafy and
fixed an aflhrance, thatMADONELLA anfwered,
“ Sir, under the notion of a pious thought, you
“ deceive yourfelf in wilhingan inftitution fo-
" reign to that of Providence. Thefe defires

were implanted in us for reverend purpofes,
“ in preferving the race of men, and giving
“ opportunities for making our chaftity more
“ heroic.” The conference was continued in

* An allufion to Sir T. Brown’s “ Rfliglo Mediciy>”
part I1. feci. g. edit. Lond. 1656; and ihidemy p. 287.

VoL. I. Y this
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this celeftial Rrain, and carried on fo well by
the managers on both Tides, that it created a
fecond, and a third interview; and, without en-
tering into further particulars, there was hardly
one of them but was a mother or father that
day twelvemonth*.

Any unnatural part is long taking‘up, and as
long laying afidc; therefore Mr. sturdy may
affure hirufelf Praton’ica will fly for ever
frotn a forward behaviour; but if he approaches
her according to this model. The will fall in
with the neceflities of mortal life, and conde-
feend to look with pity on an unhappy man,
imprifoned in fo much body, and urged by
fuch violent deflres.

From my own Apartment, June 22.

The evils of this town increafe upon me to
fo great a degree, that | am half afraid | Ihall
not leave the world .much better than | found
it. Several worthy gentlemen and critics have
applied to me, to give my cenfure of an enor-
mity which has been revived, after being long
fupprelTed, and is called Punntng\. | have fe-

1 This is mere fiidion, and unpardonable, as it fi-ems to
imply an oblique cenfure on Mrs. Astell, of a nature to-
tally repugnanc to her eminently virtuous, and refpe”lable
charaifter.

f See an apology for punnin™t G uardian, N**36. The
afFeD:ation of this fort of wit was moft general in the
leignofking James |I. when it was common, and not
thought unfuitable even in the pulpit. See Dr. Donne’s

Sermons,” pojjtm.

There feems here to be an oblique jlrohe at Mr. D enniis,
who held Punning in utter abomination.

veral
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veral arguments ready to prove, that he cannot
be a man of honour, who is guilty of this
abufc of human fociety. But the way to expofe
it is, like the expedient of curing drunkennefs™
fhewing a man in that condition : therefore X
mud: give my reader warning, to expect a col-
lection of thefe offences; without which prepa-
ration, | thought it too adventurous to intro-
duce the very mention of it in good company;
and | hope, | fh.ill be underllood to do it, as a
divine mentions oaths and cui fes, only for their
condemnation. | (hall dedicate this difeourfe
to a gentleman, my very good friend, who is
the Janus* of our times, and whom, by his
years and wit, you would take to be of the lart
age; but his drefs and morals, of this,

~ Under the fanciful nanicofJanus, SrEELt: tlearly al-
ludes to Swift as a Punfler, the author moft pr<>bably of the
preceding part of this Paper, and pays him fom6 conjplimeFIts
in return for his communication. Swift’s age was nearly
the fame as thatof Steele, who was rathcir thefeniorof the
two. This Janus had wit in abundance, but it was fcldom
innocuous; it flowed moft freely from the indignaiionwh'-ch
gnawedat hhheart. SeeSwift’'s“ Works,” vol. XII. p. 276.
cr. 8vo. If It was more licentious* it was lefs lafcivious
than what commonly prevailed in the age of C harles II.
to which it is referred. His dreji might be perfectly fa-
Ihonablej the compliment on the fcore of his morals is
obfeure. TI»cy might be well adapted to his times, but
they were ill fuited to his profeffionj and in general like his
writings, not very edifying, or worfe. See a compliment
to Swift fomewhat fimilar, which Steele acknowledges
to have been intentional”™ at the time he pubhihe l it; 5,
Art. fromWill's, April 20, p. 46, and from Steele’s
* Apology,” &c. 4to. 1714, p. 49.
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