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N “ 33. Saturday, June 25, 1709,

S T EEL E .

ANjcquid agunt homines
nojiri efifarrago lIthelli,

Juv, Sat. 1. 83, 86,

“ Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.” P.

By Mrs. Jenny Distaff, Half-Sifter to
Mr. Bickerstaff.

From my own Apartment, June 23.

y brother has made an excurfion into the
country, and the work againft Saturday

lies upon me. | am very glad | have got pen
and ink in my hand; for | have for fome time
longed for his abfence, to give a right idea of
things, which | thought he put in a very odd
light, and fome of them to the difadvantage of
my own sex. It is much to be lamented, that
it is neceflary to make difcourfes, and publifti
treatifes, to keep the horrid creatures, the me n,

within the rules of common decency.

| gladly embrace this opportunity to exprefs
myfclf with the refentment | ought, on people
who take liberties of fpeech before that sex,

| of
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of whom the honoured names of Mother,
Daughter, and Sister are a part: | had like
to have named w ife in the number; but the
ienfclefs world are fo mlftaken in their fenti-
ments of plenfure, that the moft amiable term
in human life is become the derifion of fools
and fcorners. My brother and | have at leaft
fifty times quarrelled upon this topic. | ever
argue, that the frailties of women are to be im-
puted to the fiilfe ornaments, which men of
wit put upon our folly and coquetry. He lays
ail the vices of men upon womens’ fecret ap-
probation of libertine characters in them. |
did not care to give up a point; but, now heis
out of the way, | cannot but own | believe
there is very much in what he alTerted: but
iIf you will believe your eyes, and own, that
the wickedeft and wittieft of them all marry
one day or other, it is impoflible to believe,
that if a man thought he ihould be for ever
incapable of being received by a woman of
merit and honour, he would perfift in an aban-
doned way; and deny himfelf the poffibility of
enjoying the happinefs of well governed defires,
orderly fatisfaCtions, and honourable methods of
life. If our sex were wife, a lover fhould have
a certificate from the laft woman he ferved,
how he was turned away, before he was re-
ceived into the fervice of another: but at pre-
fent any vagabond is welcome, provided he
promifes to enter into our livery. It is won-"
dprfui, that we will not take a footman without
Y 3 credentials
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credentials from his lafl mafcer; and in the
greateft concern of life, we make no fcruple
of falling into a treaty with the moft noto-
rious oftendcr in this behaviour againft others.
But this breach of commerce between the
Sexes, proceeds from an unaccountable pre-
valence of cuftom, by which a Woman is to
the hd degree reproachable for being Deceived,
and a Man fuffers no lofs of credit for being a
Deceiver.

Since this tyrant humour has gained place,
why are we reprefented in the writings of men
in ill figures for artifice in our carriage, when
we have to do with aproiefi'ed impofior ? When
oaths, imprecations, vows, and adorations, arc
made ufe of as words of courfe, what arts are
not necefiary to defend us from fuch as glory
in the breach of them ? As for my part, | am
lefolved to hear all, and believe none of them ;
and therefore folemnly declare no vow fhall
deceive me, but that of Marriage : for | am
turned of twenty, and being of a I'mall for-
tune, feme wit, and (if | can believe my
lovers and my glafs) handfom.e, I have lieard
ail that can be laid towards my undoings and
filall therefore, for warning-fake, give an ac-
count of the offers that have been made me,
my manner of reje”ing them, and my affill-
ances to keep my refolution.

In the fixteenth year of my life, | fell into
othe acquaintance of a lady extremely well
kciov/n ill this town lor the quick advancement

of
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of her hufband, and the honours and diftinc-
tions which her induftry has procured him,
and all who belong to her. This excellent
body fat next to me for fome months at
church, and “ took the liberty, which,” {lie
f\id, “ her years, and the zeal (lie had for my
“ welfare, gave her claim to, to affure me,
“ that flae obferved fome parts of my beha-
*viour which would lead me into errors,
and give encouragement to fome to enter-
tain hopes | did not think of. What made
you,” faid fhe, “ look through your fan at
that-lord, when your eyes fhould have been
turned uowards, or clofed in attention upon
“ better ohje™Ss ?” | blufhed, and pretended
fifty odd excufes;— but confounded mylelf the
more. She wanted nothing but to fee that
confufion, and goes on; “ Nay, child, do
“ not be troubled that | take notice of it?
my value for you made me fpeak it; for
though he is my kinfman, | have a nearer
regard to virtue than any other confidera-
tion.” She had hardly done fpeaking, when
this noble lord came up to us, and led her to
her coach.

My head ran-all that day and night on the
exemplary carriage of this woman, who could
be fo virtuoufly impertinent, as to admonidi
one {he was hardly acquainted with. However,
it ftruck upon the vanity of a girl, that it may
podibly be, his thoughts might have been as
favourable of me, as mine were amorous of

Y 4 himj
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him; and as unlikely things as that have hap-
pened, if he thould make me his wife. She
never mentioned this more to me; but I flill
in all public places ftole looks at this man,
whoeafily obferved my paffion for him. It is
fo hard a thing to check the return of agree-
able thoughts, that he became my dream, my
vilion, my food, my wiih, my torment.

That miniftrefs of darknds, the lady Sem -
PRONIA*, perceived too well the temper | was
in, and would, one day after evening fervice,
needs take me to the Park. WHYen we were
there, my lord pad'es by; | flufhed into a flame.

Mrs. DistArrFf*, faysfile, you may very
““ well reniember the concern | was in upon
“ the firfl notice | took of your regard to that
“ lord; and forgive me, who had a tender
“ friendfhip for your mother (now in her grave)
" that | am vigilant of your conduit.” She
went on with much feverity, and after great
felicitation prevailed on me to go with her into
the country, and there fpend the enfuing fum-
mer out of the way of a man the law | loved,

* Steele probably adopted this name in allufion to a
firnilar charader finely drawn by Sallust, for a beautiful
bad woman of this name in Rome. The infamous perfon
held up htre to public deteftation, was notorious about this
time, and is faid to be the fame mentioned in 7'at. N -,

Madam D’Kpingle j whether
this Jaft was a true or only a fidfitious name, is not worth
enquiry. See Sallust, Bell. Caiil. cap. xxi.

t SeeN*” 10; N** 13; and Notes. M rs. Dijlaff at

this time turned of twenty” and no longer Mifs.

and
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and one whom (he perceived meditated my
ruin. by frequently deiiring her to introduce
him to me; which (he abfolutely refufed, ex-
cept he would give his honour that he had no
other defign but to marry me. To her country-
houfe a week or two after we went: there was
at the farther end of her garden a kind of wil-
dernefs, in the middle of which ran a foft ri-
vulet, by an arbour of jelTamine. In this place |
ufually palfed my retired hours, and read fome
romantic or poetical tale until the clofe of the
evening. It was near that time, in the heat of
fummer, when gentle winds, foft murmurs
of water, and notes of nightingales, had given
my mind an indolence, which added to that
repofe of foul, twilight and the end of a warm
day naturally throws upon the fpirits. It was
at fuch an hour, and in fuch a ftate of tranquil-
lity 1 fat, when, to my inexpreffible amaze-
ment, | faw my lord walking towards me,
w'hom 1 knew not until that moment to have
been in the country. | could obferve in his ap-
proach the perplexity which attends a man big
with defign; and | had, w™hile he was coming
forward, time to reflect that | was betrayed ;
the fenle of which gave me a refentment fuit-
able to fuch a bafenefs: but, when he entered
into the bower where | was, my heart flew to-
wards him, and, | confefs, acertain joy came
into my mind, with an hope that he might
then make a declaration of honour and paflion.
This threw my eye upon him with fuch ten-

Aernefs»
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dernefs, as gave him power, with a broken ac-
cent, to begin. ” Madam— you will wonder
* — for it is certain, you muft have obferved
ft — though 1 fear you will mifinterpret u,e
* motives—-but by heaven, and all that is
“ facred ! if you could”— Here he made a
full ftand, and | recovered power to fay,
“ The confternation I am in you will not,
“ 1 hope, believe— an hdplefs innocent maid
— befidcs that, the place” ------ He faw me
in as great confulion as himfelf; which attri-
buting to the fame caufes, he had the auda-
cioufnefs to throw himfelf at my feet, talk of
the ftilinefs of the evening, and then ran into
deificafiong of my perfon, pure flames, con-
ftant love, eternal raptures, and a thoufand
other phrafes drawm from the images we have
of heaven, which ill men ufe for the fervice
of he)], when run over with uncommon ve-
hemence. After which he feized me in his
arms : his defign was too evident. In my ut-
moft diflrefs, | fell upon my knees------ “ My
** lord, pity me, on my knees— on my knees
** in the caufe of virtue, as you were lately in
““ that of wickednefs. Can you think of de-
“ ftroying the labour of a whole life, the pur-
pofe of a long education, for the bafe fer-

“ vice of a fudden appetite; to throw one that
“ loves you, that doats on you, out of the
“ company and the road of all that is virtuous
<and praife-worthy ? Have | taken in all the
inflruftions of piety, religion, and reifon,

“ for
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for no other end, but to be the facrificeof luft,

and abandoned to fcorn ? AfTume yourfelf,

my lord j and do not attempt to vitiate a
** temple facred to innocence, honour, and
“ religion. If | have injured you, ftab this

bolom, and let me die, but not be ruined,
“ by the hand | love.” The ardency of my
paffion made me incapable of uttering more;
and | fivww my lover aftonifhed, and reformed
by my behaviour: when rufhed in Sempro-
NiA. “ Ha! faithlefs bafe man, could you

then fieal out of town, and lurk like a
““ robber about my houfe for fuch brutilh
1* purpofes!”

My lord was by this time recovered, and fell
into aviolent laughter at the turn which Sem -
PRONiA defigned to give her villainy. He
bowed to me with the utmofl refpedl: “ Mrs.

Distaff,” faid he, “ be careful hereafter
* of your company;” and fo retired. The
fiend Sempronia congratulated my deliver-
ance wdth a flood of tears.

This nobleman has fince very frequently
niade his addrefies to me with honour; but
| have as often refufed them; as well know-
ing that familiarity and marriage will make
him, on fome ill-natured occafion, call all
| faid in the arbour a theatrical adtion. Be-
fides that, | glory in contemning a man, who
had thoughts to my dilhonour. If this me-
thod were the imitation of the whole fex,
innocence would be the only drefs of beauty;

and
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and all dFe<gation by any other arts to pleafe
the eyes of men, would be banidied to the
Hews for ever. The conqueH of pafiion gives
ten times more happinefs than we can reap
from the gratification of it; and fhe, that
has got over fuch a one as mine, will Hand
among Beaux and Pretty Fellows, with as
much fafety as in a lummer’'s day among
grafshoppers and butterflies.

P. S. I have ten millions of things more
againft men, if | ever get the pen again.

N®34. Tuefday, June 28, 17009.
STEELE.

AicMuid agunt homines™
mijlri eft farrago Ubellu
Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86,

* W hate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
« Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.'* P.

By Isaac Bickerstaff, Efquire.

W hite’s Chocolate-houfe, June 25,

JANAVING taken upon me to cure all the
A + diftempers which proceed from Affec”
tions of the mind, I have laboured, fince \ firfl

kept





