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N® 35. Thurfday, June 30, 17009.
STEELE.

Nic(iuid agunt homines-
noftri ejifarrago lihelli.

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

WhatcVr men do, or fay, or think, or dream.
Our medley Paper feizes for it's theme.” P,

G recian Coffee-houfe, June 28.

N "HERE is an habit or cuftom which |

have put iny patience to the utmoft
flretch to have fufFered fo long, becaufe fe-
veral of my intimate friends are in the guiltj
and that is, the humour of Takingsn.r+r, and
looking dirty about the mouth by way of or-
nament.

My method is, to dive to the bottom of a
fore before | pretend to apply a remedy. For
this reafon, | fat by an eminent ftory-teller
and politician, who tikes half an ounce in five
feconds, and has mortgaged a pretty tenement
near the town, merely to improve and dung
his brains with this prolific powder. 1 ob-
ferved this gentleman, the other day, in the
midJl: of a ilory, diverted from it by looking

at
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at fomething at a diftancc, and | foftly hid his
box. But he returns to his tale, and, looking
for his box, he cries, “ And fo. Sir—

Then, when he fhould have taken a pinch.
€As | was faying— ” fiys he, “ has nobody
(( feen my box ?" His friend befeeches him
to finifi his narration: then he proceeds;
“ And fo. Sir------ where can my box be

Then turning to me, “ Pray, Sir, did you
ft fee my box ? “ Yes, Sir,” faid I, I
ft took it to fee how long you could live with-
“ out it.” He refumes his tale, and | took
notice that his dulnefs was much more regular
and fluent than before. A pinch fupplied the
place of “ As | was faying,” and “ So, Sir;”
and he went on currently enough in that ftyle
which the learned call the infipid. This ob-
fervation eafily led me into a philofophic reafon
forTaking s~ v+, Which is done only to fupply
with fenfations the want of reflexion. This
| take to be an a nofirum; upon
which | hope to receive the thanks of this
board : for as it is natural to lift a'man’s hand
to a fore, when you fear any thing.coming at
you; fo.when a perfon feels his t\hou’\ts are

L

* “ 1 have found it out!” Hie exclamation of Ar-
chimedes, When, by obferving that tHe quantity of water
which overflowed the bath he bathed in, was precifely
equal to the weight of his body, he was led into a method
of afeertaining the degree of aaulttration in the workman-
ihip of a golden crown. Xhe procels of this curious dif-
covery is related by Vitruvius, Lib. IX* 3*
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run out, and he has no more to fay, it is as
natural to fupply his weak brain with powder
at the neareft place of accefs, viz. the noftrils.
This is fo evident, that nature fuggefts the
ufe according to the indigence of the perfons
who lake this medicine, without being pre-
polTefled with the force of falhion or cuftom.
For example; the native Hibernians, who are
reckoned not much unlike the ancient Boeotians,
take this fpecific for emptinefs in the head, in
greater abundance than any other nation under
the fun. The learned Sotus, as fparing as he
IS in his words, would be ftill more filent if
it were not for this powder*.

However low and poor the Taking of snuff
argues”™ man to be in his own ftock of thoughts,
or means to employ his brains and his fingers;
yet there is a poorer creature in the world than
he, and this is a borrower of snuff ; a fellow
that keeps no box of his own, but is always
aiking others for a pinch. Such poor rogues
put me always in mind of a common phrafe
among fchool-boys when they are compofing
their exercife, who run to an upper fcholar,
and cry, “ Pray give me a little fenfe.’* But
of all things commend me to the ladies who
are got into this pretty help to difcourfe, |
have been thefe three years perfuading sa -

* See N* J97; N* I, N® i;, and N® 142, ad
fnifa,

CISSA



[N3IS- the TATLER. 345

GissA* toleave it off; but the talks fomuch,
and is fo learned, that flie is above contra-
diftion. However, an accident the other day
brought that about, which my eloquence could
never accomplifh. She had a very Pretty Pel-
low in her clofet, who ran thither to avoid
fome company that came to vifit her: ihe
made an excufe to go in to him for fome im-
plement they were talking of. Her eager gal-
lant fnatched a Kkifsi but, being unufed to
SNUFF, fome grains from off her upper lip
made him fneeze aloud, which alarmed the
vifitants, and has made a difeovery, that pro-
found reading, very much intelligence, and a
general knowledge of who and who are toge-
ther, cannot fill her vacant hours fo much,

but (he is fometimes obliged to defeend to en-
tertainments lefs intellectual.

W hite's Chocolate-houfe, June 29:

| know no manner of news from this place,
but that Cynthio, having been long in de-
fpair for the inexorable Clrarissa, lately re-

¢ Mrs. De 1a Rivifre Manley, who provoked
Steele by the liberties (he had taken with his characler
in her “ Secret Memoirs from the New Atlantis,” &c.
She indifcreetly renewed fimilar provocations in her after-
writings, and in return was treated molt unmercilully.
See T heatre, N" 26.

The latter years of Mrs. M anley’s life were fpent in
Alderman Barber’s houfe, where (he died in 1723, and
was buried ac St. Bennet Fink Church.

folved
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folved to fall in love whith the good old way of
bargain and fale, and has pitched upon a very
agreeable young woman. He will undoubtedly
fucceed; for he accofts her in a ftrain of fa-
miliarity, without breaking through the de-
ference that is due to a woman whom a man
would choofe for his life*. J have hardly
ever heard rough truth fpoken with a better
grace than in this his letter.

" M A DA M

** | writ to you on Saturday by Mrs. Lucy,
and give you this trouble to urge the fame
“ requeft 1 made then, which was, that | may
“ be permitted to wait upon you. | thould be

¢ Lord Hinchinbrokb married. Lady Elizabeth
PopHAM, only daughter of Alexander Popham, Efaj
of Ljtllecote, in Wiltftiire.

t SeeN-u N"5; N«22; N«85i and Lover,
1 htsgay nobleman did not live long enough to fliew what he
would have been. 1 he following anecdote of him is oiven
on good authority. An old juflice in Weftminfte? had
committed him to the round-houfe for a drunken frolic,
and obliged him to pay for fome windows that had been
broken on the occafion. Soon after bis lordftiip knocked
up the juftice at midnight, alledging bufinefs of importance,
whtch could not admit of delay. The magiftrate made his
apf«arance, after fome time, in his furred-gown and double
mght-capj when his lordfhip told him, that he had had the
misfortune that evening to tear his rufBe, and had only
called on his honour to borrow a pin. This letter was
written originally by Steele himfelf, to Mrs. Scurlock,
~terwards Laldy Steele. See Steele’s « Letters/*
Vol. I. Let. Il. p. 2. 2VOI. 1787,

tt
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very far from defining this, if it was a tranf-

grefTion of the inofl; I'evere rules to allow it:

1 know you are very much above the little

arts which are frequent in your fex, of giving

unneceflary torments to their admirers ;

therefore hope you will do fo much jufiice to

the generous pafilon I have for you, as to let

me have an opportunity of acquainting you

upon what motives | pretend to your good

opinion. | fhall .not trouble you with my

fentiments, until 1 know how they will be

received; and as I know no reafon why dif-

ference of fex fitould make our language to

each other differ from, the ordinary rules of

right reafon; 1 fhall affedt plainnefs and fin-

cerity in my difeourfe to you, as much as

other lovers do perplexity and rapture. In-

flead of faying, | fhall die for you, | profefs,

| fhould be glad to lead my life with you:

you are as beautiful, as w'itty, as prudent,

and as good-humoured, as any woman breath-

ing; but I muft confefs to you, | regard all

thefc excellencies as you will pleafe to diredt

them for my happinefs or mifery. With

me Madam, the only lafting motive to love

Is the hope of its becoming mutual. | beg

"of you to let Mrs. Lucy fend me word when
"1 may attend you. | promife you I will talk
' of nothing but indifferent things; though, at
=the fame time, | know not how | fhall ap-
' proach you in the tender moment of firff fee-
“ing you, after this declaration of. Madam,
**your



W it1's CofFec-houic, June 29.

?ing taken a refolution, when plays arc

'next winter by an entire good company,
__/ubiilh obfcrvations from time to time on
the performance of the aftors, | think it but
juft to give an abftraft of the laws of adion,
for the help of the lefs learned part of the au-
dience, that they may rationally enjoy fo re-
fined and inilruAive a pleafure as a Juft repre-
fentation of human life. Xhe great errors in
playing are admirably well expofed in Ham -
XEt'’s directions to the aCtors who are to play
in his fuppofed tragedyj by which we fhall
form our future judgments on their behaviour,
and for that reafon you have the difeourfe as
follows ;

“ Speak the fpeech, | pray you, as | pro-
" nounc’d it toyou, trippingly on the tongue:
** put if you mouth it, as many of our players

do, J had as lieve the town-crier fpoke my
" lines. Nor do not faw the air too much with
*your hand, thus; but ufe all gently: for in
“ the very torrent, tempeft, and (as | may fay)
" whirlwind of your paffion, you muft acquire

and beget a temperance, that may give it
** fmoothneis, O, it offends me to the foul,

to
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«  hear a robuftious perriwig-pated * fellow
ar a palTion to tatters, to very rags, to

< .plit the ears of the groundlingsj who, for
“ the mod part, are capable of nothing but
** inexplicable dumb fhcws, and noife |
* would have fuch a fellow whipp’d for o’er-
doingXERMAGANT; itout-hcrodsHerodi
“ pray you, avoid it. Be not too tame nei-
ther, but let your own difcretion be your
tutor: fuit the action to the word, the
word to the adlion; with this fpecial ob-
fervance, that you o’erftep not the modefty
of nature; for any thing fo overdone is
from the purpofe of playing, whofe end,
both at the firft, and now, was, and is. to
hold as 'twere the mirror up to nature;
fo fhew virtue her own feature, fcorn her
own image, and the very age and body of
the time his form and preffure. Now this™
over-done, or come tardy off, though it make
the unfkilful laugh, cannot but make the
“ judicious grieve ; the cenfure of which one,
* muft, in your allowance, o’er-weigh awhole
“ theatre of others. O, there be players,
“ that | have feen play,— and heard others
“ praife, and that highly — not to fpeak it
profanely, that, neither having the accent
of Chriftians, nor the gait of Chriftian,

* This is aridicule on the quantity of falfc hair worn
in Shakspeare’s time, for wigs were not in common ufe

till the reign of Charles Il.; players, however, feem to
have wvrn them moll generally™ bTBBVENS.

“ Pagan,
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Pag;  nor man, have fo ftruttcd, and bel-
“ iow'd, that I have thought fomc.of nature’s
“ journeymen had made men, and -not made
“ them well, they imitated humanity fo abomi-
“ nably. This lhould be reformed altogether.

And let thofe, that play your clowns, Ipeak

no more than is fet down for them; for there
“ be of them, that will themfelves laugh, to
“ fet on fome quantity of barren fpeftators to

laugh tooj though in the mean time, fome
“‘ neceffary queftion of the play be then to be

confidercd : that’s villainous, and thews a

moll: pitiful ambition in the fool that ufes
“oat

From my own Apartment, June 29.

It would be a very great obligation, and an
affiftance to my treatife upon Punning, if any
one would pleafe to inform me in what clafs

among the learned*, who play with words, to
place the author of the following letter ;

"Sir,
" Not long fince you were pleafed to give
us a chimerical account of the famous family

1 * Confidering what tralh has appeared under the name
or SWIFT, and with the fandlion of his countenance, it
may be pardonable to fufpeA him as the author of this
hagaulle. Steele certainly might have declined publifh-

clafled more fuitably with
the infignificant things, which are not after all, the moft
difgraceful parts of Swift’s works.

Charles Dartiquenave, or Djirtineuf, Efqj celebrated by
Swift as a punlter inferior only to himfdf, is faid to have
written m the T atler, and, it may be, on this occafion.
eece N 252, Note on C, Dartiquenave, Efq,

I "of
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of the Staffs, from whence | fuppofe you
would infinuate, that it is the moft an-
cient and numerous houfe in all Europe.
But | podtively deny that it is either, and
wonder much at your audacious proceedings
in this manner, fince it is well known, that
our moft illuftrious, moft renowned, and
moft celebrated Roman family of Ix has
enjoyed the precedency to all others, from
& the reign of good old Saturn. | could fay
et much to the defamation and difgrace of your
< family; as, that your relations Distaff
“ and Broomstaff were both inconfiderablc
(( mean perfons, one fpinning, the other fweep-
<ing the ftreets, for their daily bread. But
“ | forbear to vent my fpleen on objetSs fo
* much beneath my indignation. | fliall only

give the world a catalogue of my anceftors,
“ and leave them to determine which hath
“ hitherto had, and which for the future
“ ought to have, the preference.

“ Firft then comes the moft famous and po-
< pular lady M eretrix, parent of the fertile
<(family of Bellatrix, Lotrix, Netrix,

*Nutrix,Obstetrix,Famulatrix,C oc-

** TRIX, Ornatrix, Sarcinatrix, Fex-
‘* TRIX, Balneatrix, Portatrix,Salta-
TRiX, Divinatrix, Conjectrix, Com-
TRIX, Debitrix, Creditrix, Dona-
trix, Ambulatrix, Mercatrix, Ad-
' sectrix, Assectatrix, Palpatrix,
" Pr~ceptrix, Pistrix. | am yours,

Eliz, Potatrix.”





