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N* 36. Saturday, July 2, 1709. 

S T E E L E  AND A D D I S O N *

B y  Mrs. J e n n y  D i s t a f f ,  Half-fifter t o  
Mr. B i c k e r s t a f f .

^icquid agunt homines — —
noftri eft farrago UbelVu

Juv. Sat, i, 85, 8 5 .
« Whatever men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
”  Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.”  P.

From my own Apartment, June 30.

Ma n y  affairs calling my brother into the 
country, the care of our intelligence 

with the town is left to me for fome time;
therefore

*  T h is  Paper is aferibed to S t e e l e ,  agreeably to the 
method obferved in this edition in ail cafes o f  uncertainty. 
Neverthelefs there is good ground to believe, that both 
N '’ 36, and the two following Papers N** 3 7, and N * 38, 
humoroufly affigned to M rs. Jenny DiftafF, half-fifter to 
Squire Bickerftaff, were all three written by A d d i s o n ,  

wholie name is placed in conjun£tion with that of S t e e l e  

to thefe three Papers, for various concurring reafons fepa- 
rately incompetent, bur conceived to be in combination to­
gether fufficiently forcible.

I. St e e l e ’s
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therefore you muft cxpe<5t the advices you meet 
with in this Paper, to be fuch as more imme­

diately

1. St e e l e ’s indications o f errata  ̂ and emendations in 
the courfe o f  the publication o f  thefe Papers in folioy are 
not frequent, never very nice or curious, but always fucb 
as were indifpenfably necelTary to evince, or afcertain his 
meaning. T h e  errata and alterations in A ddison’s Paperfe 
are very different, and in a manner fo peculiar, that where- 
ever they occur they furnifh, i f  not a proof, a ftrong pre- 
fumption o f  A ddison’s concern in tne Papers to which 
they refer. See Notes on N ” 77 , and N** 155. T h e  in ti­
mations of errata and emendations in this Paper, at the 
clofe o f the following N * 37, are o f this laft kind ; they 
have been properly attended to, and induce a belief that 
A ddison was the author o f them both j and likewife o f 
the fubfequent Papers aferibed to M rs. J. DittafF.

2. T here are not wanting other circumftances to 
ftrengthen this conjecture. A ll the three Papers are fuper^ 
feribedi as A ddison’s often, and his oily were. O n  the 
face o f them it likewife appears, that they are o f the na­
ture, and therefore probably in the number o f  thofe for 
which St e e l e , with an outree genernhty flood fponfor, 
and was very patiently traduced and calumniated  ̂ as he ac­
knowledges to M r. Congreve, in the Dedication of “  T h e  
“  Drummer,”  i2m o.

3. A s the nature o f the principal contents fupport this 
fuppofition, it is likewife thought that there is nothing in 
the manner or ftyle o f any o f the three Papers incongruous 
with i t ; and that any variation in them fiom his common 
manner is adapted to the idea o f their being written by 
lady. Certainly they confift chiefly o f pleafantries and 
oblique jirokesy apparently on people o f fafiiion in that pe­
riod of both fexe«, under the fictitious names o f Lady 
A ut um n , Lady Sp r i n c l y , A fricanus , M osoculus, 
Mrs. A lse C opswood, Tom B e l l f r e y , Robin C a r t a i l , 
Mr. { INBREAST, Beau Slim be r , Lady D a i n t y , a Train- 
Band M a j o r , l y u i  Sho estring s , L m b r a , and F l y - 
Blow. S teele undoubtedly loved A ddison, and there-

VoL. L  A  a fore
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diately and naturally fall under the conddcra- 
tion of our fex. Hiftory, therefore, written 
by a woman, you will cafily imagine to confill: 
o f love in all its forms, both in the abufe of, 
and obedience to that pafTion. As to the faculty 
o f writing itfelf, it will not, it is hoped, be 
demanded tliat ftyle and ornament lhall be fo 
much confulted, as truth and fimplicity ;

fore was not likely to be wanting in caution, or tendernefs to 
him, in any inftance where his quiet, or his fame was at 
flake. It feems however that A ddison, who was a very 
prudent man, did not altogether rely on the affection or 
diferetion of his friend \ for it appears from the Dedication 
quoted above, thatSTEKLE h u m so u 's  direct injunfiions 
to hide P apers, which accordingly Steele  never did de~ 
dare to be A ddison ’s. The dcfire of A ddison was doubt- 
lefs fure at all times, to obtain a promife of concealment} 
and a promife in this kind from Steele  was inviolable, 
witnefs his perfiftive fecrecy with refpe£l to feme of Sw i f t ’s 
obnoxious and highly cenfurable communications, which, 
to the honour of St e e l e ’s ebarafler, continued inviolate to 
the laft, in fpitc of the greateft provocation and ill-treat­
ment on the part of Sw i f t . See N ” 32, N “ 63, and 
Notes. 7 'he cafe feems to be, that as Steele  fays there 
are communications in the couri'e of this work which A d­
dison ’s modejly, fo there are others which A ddison ’s ^ra- 
dcnce would never have admitted to come into day-light but 
under fuch a lliclter} and the three Papers in queftion are 
conceived to be of this number.

4; O ne argument ftill remains to be confideied in farther 
proof o f this, which feems to indicate very clearly that 
A ddison was the author of them. It is grounded on a 
very remarkable paragraph dated from W i l l ’s Coftee- 
houfe in the original edition o f the following Paper, dropt 
in the firft odlavo copy of 1712 , and now re-printed in 
N “ 4 7, CO which, and the N ote upon it, the reader is re-* 
ferred.

which
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which latter qualities we may morejullly pre­
tend to beyond the other lex. W hile, there­
fore, the adminiftration of our affairs is in my 
hands, you fliall from time to time have aa 
exa6t account of all filfe lovers, and their 
fhallow pretences for breaking off; o f all 
termagant wives who make wedlock a yokcf 
of men who affedt the entertainments and 
manners fuitable only to our fex, and women 
who pretend to the condudt o f fuch affairs as 
are only within the province o f men« It is 
neceffary further to advertife the reader, that 
the ufual places of refort being utterly out o f 
my province or obfervation, I fhall be obliged 
frequently to change the dates o f places, as 
occurrences come into my way. The follow­
ing letter I lately received from Epfom*.

“  Epfom, June a8.

“  It is now almoft three weeks fince what 
you writ about happened in this place: 

“  The quarrel between my friends did not run 
“  fo high as I find your accounts have made it. 
“  The truth of the fadl you fhall have very 
“  faithfully. You are to underlUnd, that the 
** perfons concerned in this feene were lady 
** A u t u m n , and lady S p r i n g l y . A u t u m n  is

*  About this time E p s o m  was a watering-place pretty 
much reforted to in the fummer feafoii. Its water was fold 
then in this town at zd .  per quart both fummer and winter. 
See T a t , N® 7.

A a 2 “ a perfon
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** a perfon o f good breeding, formality, and 2 
** fingular way pradlifed in the laft age; and 

lady S p r i n g l y ,  a modern impertinent of our 
** fex, who affects as improper a familiarity, as 
“  the other does dirtance. Lady A u t u m n  
“  knows to a hair’s breadth where her place is 

all alTemblies and converfations ; butin

< (
((

S p r i n g l y  neither gives nor takes place of 
“  any body, but underftands the place to lig- 
“  nify no more, than to have room enough to 
“  be at eafe wherever 6ie comes. Thus, while 
“  A u t u m n  takes the whole of this life to 

confift in underftanding pundtilio and de­
corum, S p r i n g l y  takes every thing to be 

** becoming, which contributes to her eafe 
and fatisfadtion. Thefe heroines have mar- 

“  ried two brothers  ̂ both knights, S p r i n g l y  
“  is the fpoufe o f the elder, who is a ba- 

ronet; and A u t u m n ,  being a rich widow, 
“  has taken the younger, and her purfe en- 
** dowcd him with an equal fortune, and 
“  knighthood of the fame order. This jumble 
“  of titles, you need not doubt, has been an 

aching torment to A u t u m n ,  who took place 
of the other on no pretence, but her care- 

“  leffnefs and difregard of didin^lion. The 
“  fecret occahon of envy broiled long in the 

breaft of A u t u m n ; but no opportunity of 
contention on that fubjedt happening, kept 

“  all things quiet until the accident of which 
you demand an account,

<1
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lich

It

It was given out among all the gay people 
of this place, that on the ninth inftant feveral 
damfels, fwift of foot, were to run for a fuit 
of head-tloaths at the Old Wells. Lady 
A u t u m n  on this occalion invited S p r i n g l y  
to go with her in her coach to fee the race. 
When they came to the place, where the 
Governor o f Epfom and all his court of ci­
tizens were aflembled, as well as a crowd of 
people o f all orders, a brifk young fellow 
addrelTes himfelf to the younger o f the ladies, 
viz. S p r i n g l y , and offers her his fervice 
to condudt her into the mufick-rooni. 
S p r i n g l y  accepts the compliment, and is 
led triumphantly through a bowing croud, 
while A u t u m n  is left among the rabble, 
and has much ado to get back into her 
coach ; but fhe did it at laft : and as it is 

' ufual to fee by the horfes my lady’s prefent 
' difpofition, flie orders John to whip furioufly 
' home to her hulband; where, when Ihe 
■ enters, down fhe fits, began to unpin her 
' hood, and lament her foolilh fond heart, to 
' marry into a family where file was fo little
‘ regarded j flie that might------Here fhe flops j
' then rifes up, and ftamps, and fits down 
‘ again. Her gentle knight made his approach 
' with a fupple befeeching gefture. ‘ My 
' dearf Lid he —  ‘ Tell me no dears 1’ re- 
‘ plied A u t u m n -— in the prefence of the go- 
‘ vernor and all the merchants— ‘ What will 
‘ the world f'-y of a woman that has throv/n

A  a 3 “  herfelf
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** herfelf away at this rate?' Sir Thomas with- 
“  drew, and knew it would not be long a fecret 
“  to himi as well as that experience told h ip , 
“  he that marries a fortune is of courfe guilty 
“  of all faults againft his wife, let them hecom- 

mitted by whom they will. But S p r i n g l y , 
** an hour or two after, returns from the Wells, 
“  and finds the whole company together, 
** Down fhe fat, and a profound filence en- 

fued. You know a premeditated quarrel 
ufually begins and works up with the words 

fome people. The filence was broken hy lady 
A u t u m n , who began to fay, ‘ n e r e  are 

fame people who fancy, that i f  fame people'—  
S p r i n g l y  immediately takes her up, ‘ Inhere 
are feme people who fancy, i f  other people' 

“  — A u t u m n  repartees, ' People may give them- 
"  felves airs', but other people, perhaps, who make 

lefs ado, may be, perhaps, as agreeable as people 
who fet themfehes out more.' All the other 

“  people at the table fat mute, while thefe two 
“  people, who were quarrelling, went on with 

the ufe o f the word people, inftancing the 
“  very accidents between them, as if  they 
“  kept only in difiant hints. Therefore, fays 
** A u t u m n , reddening, ‘ 'There are fame people 
“  willgoabroad in other peoples coaches,and leave 
“  thofe with whom they went to Jkift for them- 

felyes: and if, perhaps, thofe people have mar- 
ried the younger brother-, yet, perhaps, he may 
he beholden to thofe people fo r  what be is.' 

"  SPRiNGLYfmartlyanfwers,  ̂People may bring
* f̂o

4 (
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“  fo much ill-humour into a family y as people may 
“  repent their receiving their moneys and goes 
tf on— ‘ Every body is not confiderable enough 
“  to give her uneafmefs.' Upon this A u t u m n  
“  comes up to her, and defired her to kifs her, 

and never to fee her again; which her fifter 
refufing, my lady gave her a box on the ear.

‘ ‘ --------S p r i n g ,LY returns j  ‘ Ay, ay, faid f h e ,

** I  knew well enough you meant me by your 
feme people \ and gives her another on the 

“  other fide. T o  it they went with inoft maf- 
“  culine furyj each huiband ran in. The 

wives immediately fell upon their hulbands, 
and tore perriwigs and cravats. The com- 

“  pany interpofed j when (according to the 
llip-knot o f matrimony, which makes them 

“  return to one another when any put in be- 
“  tween) the ladies and their hulbands fell 
“ upon all the reft of the company; and, 
“  having beat all their friends and relations 
“  out of the houfe, came to thcmfelves time 
“  enough to know, there was no bearing the 
“ jeft of the place after thefe adventures, ami 
“  therefore marched off the next day. It is 
“  £iid, the governor has fcnt feveral joints of 
“  mutton*, and has propofed divers difties 
“  very exquifitely drcffed, to bring them down 
“  again. From his addrefs and knowledge in 
“  roaft and boded, all our hopes of the return

* T h e  mutton o f Epfom and its neighbourhood is ac­
counted peculiarly delicate.

A  a 4. “ of
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“  of this good company depend. I am, dear 
J e n n y ,

** Your ready friend and fervant,
“  M a r t h a  T a t l e r .”

W h i t e ’s Chocolate-hoqfe, June 30.

This day appeared Iiere a figure o f a perfon, 
whofe fervices to the fair fex have reduced him 
to a kind of exiftence for which there is no 
name. If there be a condition between life 
and death, without being abfolutely dead or 
living, his ftate is that. His afped and com­
plexion, in his robuft days, gave him the il- 
luftrious title of A f r i c a n u s * :  but it is 
not only from the warm climates in which he 
has ferved, nor from the difafters which he has 
fuffered, that he deferves the fame appellation 
■ with that renowned Roman} but the magna­
nimity with which he appears in his laft mo­
ments, is what gives him the undoubted cha- 
rader of hero. Cato flabbed himfelf, and 
Hannibal drank poifon j but our Africanus 
lives in the continual pundlure of aching bones 
and poifoned juices. The old heroes fled from 
torments, by deathj and this modern lives in

*  It is more than probable that A f r i c a n u s . was not al­
together an ideal charafter j but, as it is a very bad one, 
the editor does not conceive him felf at liberty to memion 
th e  real Jiap ê here, even on pretty go ĵd authority, as it 
m ight give more pain to feme innocent relation^ than it 
^ould ^ive pleafure to any curious reader.

death
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death and torments, with an heart wholly bent 
upon a fupply for remaining in them. An or­
dinary rpirit would fink under his oppreffions, 
but he makes an advantage of his very forrow, 
and raifes an income from his difeafes. Long 
has this worthy been converfant in bartering, 
and knows that when flocks are lowed, it is the 
time to buy. Therefore, with much prudence 
and tranquillity, he thinks that, now he has not 
a bone found, but a thoufand nodeus parts 
for which the anatomifls have not words, and 
more difeafes than the college ever heard of, 
it is the only time to purchafe an annuity for 
life. Sir Thomas * told me, it was an enter­
tainment more furprifing and pleafant than can 
be imagined, to fee an inhabitant o f neither 
world, without hand to lift, or leg to move, 
fcarce tongue to utter his meaning, fo keen upon 
biting the whole world, and making bubbles 
at his exit. Sir Thomas added, that he would 
have bought twelve (hillings a year of him, 
but that he feared there was fome trick in it, 
and believed him already dead. “  W hat,” fays 
the knight, “  is M r. P a r t r i d g e -f, whom 
‘ ‘ I met juft now going on both his legs firmer

t h a n  I c a n ,  a l l o w e d  t o  be q u i t e  d e a d ; a n d  
■ * f l ia l l  A f r i c .^n u s , w i t h o u t  o n e  l i m b  t h a t

can do its office, be pronounced alive?”

* SeeN^*i6i N ‘’ i 7 ;  andN‘*26. SpECT.N*49i and 
^otes.

+ S e e  T a t , N ’  i ,  Notes, and N° 56, 59, 96, 99, 118, 
and 216.

What
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What heightened the tragi-comedy of this 
market for annuities was, that the obfervation 
o f it provoked M o n o c u l u s *  (who is the 
inoft eloquent of all men) to many excellent 
refledtions, which he fpoke with the vehe­
mence and language both o f a gamefter and 
an orator. “  When I cart,” laid that de­
lightful fpeaker, my eye upon thee, thou 

unaccountable A f r i c a n u s ,  I cannot but 
“ call mylelf as unaccountable as thou art; 
“  for certainly we were born to lliew what 
“  contradidlions nature is pleafed to form in 
“  the fame fpecies. Here am I, able to eat, 
“  to drink, to fleep, and to do all adls of 
“  nature, except begetting my like; and yet, 
“  by an unintelligible force o f fpleen and 
“  fancy, I every moment imagine I am dying.

It is utter madnefs in thee to provide for 
“  fupper; for I will bet you ten to one, you 
“  do not live until half an hour after four;

and yet I  am fo diftradled as to be in fear 
“  every moment, though I will lay ten to three, 
“  I drink three pints o f burnt claret at your 
“  funeral three nights hence. After all, I 
“ envy thee; thou, who dying haft no fenfe 
“  of death, art happier than one in health, 
“  who always fears it.”  The knight had 
gone on, but that a third man ended the 
fcene, by applauding the knight’s eloquence 
and philofophy, in a laughter too violent for

*  S e e  T a t . N ” 5 6 , 38, Note-, and N** 73.

his
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his own conftitution, as much as he mocked 
th a t  o f  A f r i c a n u s  a n d  M o n o c u l u s ,

This Paper, with a blank leaf to write 
bufinefs on, may be had of J. Morphew, near 
Stationers-hall *.

,CA

N ’ 37. Tuefday, July 5, 1709. 

S T E E L E  AND A D D I S O N

Ui
u i

By Mrs. J enny D istaff, Half-Sifter to 
Mr. Bickerstaff.

^icquid agunt homines
nojiri eft farrago lihellu

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

“  Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream. 
Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.”  P.

W h i t e ’s Chocolate-houfe, July 2.

IT  may be thought very unaccountable, that 
I, who can never be fuppofed to go to 

White’s, fhould pretend to talk to you of

*  Probably the Paper was raifed to three half-pence at 
this time.

+ See the introductory note toN** 365 N ” 77, iJote, and 
T a t . N® 155, tio u ,

matters
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