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his own conftitution, as much as he mocked 
th a t  o f  A f r i c a n u s  a n d  M o n o c u l u s ,

This Paper, with a blank leaf to write 
bufinefs on, may be had of J. Morphew, near 
Stationers-hall *.

,CA

N ’ 37. Tuefday, July 5, 1709. 

S T E E L E  AND A D D I S O N

Ui
u i

By Mrs. J enny D istaff, Half-Sifter to 
Mr. Bickerstaff.

^icquid agunt homines
nojiri eft farrago lihellu

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

“  Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream. 
Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.”  P.

W h i t e ’s Chocolate-houfe, July 2.

IT  may be thought very unaccountable, that 
I, who can never be fuppofed to go to 

White’s, fhould pretend to talk to you of

*  Probably the Paper was raifed to three half-pence at 
this time.

+ See the introductory note toN** 365 N ” 77, iJote, and 
T a t . N® 155, tio u ,

matters
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matters proper for, or in the ftyle of, that 
place. But though I never vifit thefe public 
haunts, I converfe with thofe who do; and for 
all they pretend fo much to the contrary, they 
are as talkative as our fex, and as much at a 
lofs to entertain the prefent company, without 
facrificing the laft, as we ourfelves. This re- 
fledlion has led me into the confideration of the 
ufe o f fpeech, and made me look over in my 
memory all my acquaintance of both fexes, to 
know to which I may more juftly impute the 
lin of fuperfluous difeourfe in regard to con- 
verfation, without entering into it, as it re- 
fpedts religion.

I forefee my acquaintance will immediately, 
upon ftarting this fubje£t, alk me, how I rtiall 
celebrate Mrs. Alfe Copfwood, the Yorklhire 
huntrefs, who is come to town lately, and 
moves as if  Ihe were on her nag, and going 
to take a live-bar gate; and is as loud as i f  
/he were following her dogs ? I can ealily 
anfwer that; for Ihe is as foft as Damon, in 
comparifon of her brother-in-law, Tom Bell- 
frey, who is the moft accomplilhed man in 
this kingdom for all gentleman-like afliyities 
and accomplilhments. It is allowed, that he 
is a profelied enemy to the Italian performers 
in mufic. But then for our own native man­
ner, according to the cuftoms and known ufages 
o f our ifland, he is to be preferred, for the 
generality of the pleafure he beftows, much 
before thofe fellows, though they ling to full

theatres.

\
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theatres. For what is a theatrical voice to 
that of a fox-hunter? I have been at a mufical 
entertainment in an open field, where it amazed 
me to hear to what pitches the chief mafters 
would reach. There was a meeting near our 
feat in StafFordfhire, and the moft eminent 
of all the counties of England were at it. 
How wonderful was the harmony' between 
men and dogs! Robin Cartail of Bucks was 
to anfwer to Jowler; M r. Tinbreafl of Corn­
wall was appointed to open with Sweetlips, 
and Beau Slimber, a Londoner, undertook to 
keep up with Trips, a whelp juft fet in: T om 
B e l l f r e y  and Ringwood were coupled toge­
ther, to fill the cry on all occafions, and be 
in at the death o f the fox, hare, or flag; for 
which both the dog and the man were excel­
lently fuited, and loved one another, and were 
as much together, as Banifter and King. When 
Jowler firft alarmed the field, Cartail repeated 
every note; Sweetlips’s treble fucceeded, and 
fhook the wood; Tinbreaft echoed a quarter o f - 
a mile beyond it. W e were foon after all at 
a lofs, until we rode up, and found Trips and 
Slimber at a default in half notes : but tbs 
day and the tune was recovered by T om B e l l ­
f r e y  and Ringwood, to the great joy of us 
all, though they drowned every other voice: 
for B e l l f r e y  carries a note four furlongs, 
three roods, and fix paces, farther than any 
other in England.

I fear the mention of this will be thought
a di-
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a digreffion from my purpofe about fpeech : 
but I anfwer, no. Since this is ufed where 
fpeech rather fhould be employed, it may 
come into confideration in the fame chapter: 
for Mr. B e l l f r e y  being at a vifit where I was, 
viz. at his coufin’s (Lady Dainty’s) in Soho- 
fquare, was aiked, what entertainments they 
had in the country .? Now, B e l l f r e y  is very 
ignorant, and much a clown ; but confident 
■ withal. In a word, he ftruck up a fox-chafe; 
Lady Dainty’s dog, Mr. Sippet, as Ihc calls 
him, flarted, jumped out of his lady's lap, 
and fell a barking, B e l l f r e y  went on, and 
called all the neighbouring pariihes into the 
fquare. Never was woman in fuch confufion 
as that delicate lady. But there was no flop­
ping her kinfman. A  room full of ladies fell 
into the moft violent laughter : M y lady 
looked as if  fhe was fhrieking; Mr. Sippet in 
the middle o f the room, breaking his heart 
with barking, but all o f us unheard. As foon 
as B e l l f r e y  became filent, up gets my lady, 
and takes him by the arm, to lead him off; 
B e l l f r e y  was in his boots. As (he was 
hurrying him away, his fpurs take hold of 
her petticoat; his whip throws down a ca­
binet of china: he cries, “  W hat! are your 
“  crocks rotten? are your petticoats ragged? 
** a man cannot walk in your houle for trin-

CLims.

Every county of Great-Britain has one hun­
dred or more oi this fort o f fellows, who roar

inflead
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inftead o f fpeaking. Therefore, i f  it be true, 
that we women are alfo given to a greater 
fluency o f words than is ncceflary, fure, fhe 
that difturbs but a room or a himily, is more 
to be tolerated, than one who draws together 
whole parifhes and counties, and fometimes 
(with an eftate that might make him the 
blefllng and ornament o f the world around 
him) has no other view and ambition, but to 
be an animal above dogs and horfes, without 
the relidi of any one enjoyment which is pe­
culiar to the faculties of human nature. I 
know it will here be faid, that talking o f mere 
country Squires at this rate, is as it were, to 
write againft V a l e n t i n e  and O r s o n  T o  
prove any thing againft the race o f men, you 
muft take them as they are adorned with edu­
cation j as they live in Courts, or have received 
inftrudtions in Colleges.

But I am fo full of my late entertainment by 
Mr. B e l l f r e  Y ,  that I muft defer purfuing this? 
fubjedt to another day i and wave the proper 
obfervations upon the different offenders in 
this kind, fome by profound eloquence on 
fmall occaftons, others by degrading fpeech 
upon great circumftances. Expedt, therefor^, 
to hear of the whifperer without bufinefs, the 
laugher without wit, the cornplainer without 
receiving injuries, and a very large croud.

9 9*  See the “  Rcliques o f  ancient Rnglifli Poetry,
Voi. in. p. 180. p.

2 which
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which I {hall not foreftal, who are common 
(though not commonly obferved) imperti- 
nents, whole tongues are too voluble for their 
brains, and are the general defpifers of us 
women, though we have their fuperiors, the 
men o f fenfe, for our fervants.

0

W i l l ’s CofTee-houfc*, July 3.
A very ingenious gentleman was complain­

ing this evening, that the players are grown
fo

*  This article, to the end of Casfar’s fpecch, was printed 
in t h e  f o l i o  with whatever view, and withdrawn in the firft 
8vo. for whatever reafon. Mr. M ‘Pherfon, in his publica­
tion of Hate papers, fays, that the Duke of Marlborough was 
apprized of the infufficiency of the Queen’s order to diflblve 
his power, for which he had a commiflion under the great 
feal} and that his friends advifed him to ufe his authority as 
G e n e r a l^  toafiemble all the troops in London in the different 
fquares, and to take pofleffion of St. James’s, and the perfon 
ot the queen. As the fpeech of Cafar appears to be ori­
ginal, and no quotation from any play, it leads to a fufpi- 
cion that Marlborough was aftually advifed to fome fuch 
bold ftep, and that the writer of this Paper was no ftranger 
to that advice, if it did not originate with hiriifelf. But 
this fuppofition befpeaks a degree of inordinate and clofe 
ambition, foreign to the generous inartificial charader of 
S teele  j it is therefore probable, that though he was the 
e d i t o r ,  he was not the a u t h o r  of this Paper, the obnoxious 
part of which Steele  certainly fupprefled, in the firft edi­
tion that was printed under his immediate and foie in- 
fpedion.

T h e annotator declines entering into the political re­
flexions which the paflage quoted from Mr. M ‘Pherfon 
fuggefts; and after adding here the fequel of the quotation, 
leaves the reader to fpcculate, and determine for himfelf. 

4 O xford,
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fo fevere critics, that they would not take ia 
his play, though it has as many fine things in 
it as any play that has been •writ fince the days 
of D r y d e n . He began his difeourfe about 
his play with a preface*

** There is, faid he, fomevvhat (however we 
“  palliate it) in the very frame and make o f us, 
“  that fubjedfs our minds to chagrin and irre- 
“  folution on any emergency of time or place. 
“  The difficulty grows on our fickened imagi- 
“  nation, under all the killing circumftances 
** of danger and difappointment. This we 
“  fee, not only in the men o f retirement 
“  and fancy, but in the cluiradters o f the mea 
“  of adion j with this only difference, the 
“  coward fees the danger, and fickens under 
**it; the hero, warmed by the difficulty, di- 
** lates, and rifes in proportion to that, and ia 
“  fomc fort makes ule of his very fears to dif-

arm it. A  remarkable inftance o f this wc 
“  have in the great C ^ sA R , when he came to

** O xford , apprized of this defign, fuddenly called toge- 
“  ther the cabinet-council. I'hough he probably concealed 
“  his intelligence to prevent their fears, he told them of 
“ the neceflity of fuperfeding M arlborough under the 
“  great feal. This bulinels was Toon difpatched. H isdif- 
“  mi/Tion in form was fent to the Duke. T h e  Earl of 
“  Oxford, noftranger to the chara«£lerof M arlborou gh , 
“  knew that he would not act againft law by aiTembling 
“  the troops. 7'he natural diffidence of his diCpofition had 
“  made him unfit for entc-rprizes of danger, in a degree that 
“  furniflied his enemies with infinuations againft his peifo- 
“  nai courage.”  S u p ,  to Sw i f t 's “  W o i k s , ”  Vol. I. 
p. 179, cr 8vo. 1779.

V'ox,. I. B b tke
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“  the Rubicon, and was entering upon a part*
perhaps, the mofl hazardous he ever bore 

“  (certainly the moll: ungrateful) a war with 
“  his countrymen. When his mind brooded 
“  o’er perfonai affronts, perhaps his anger 
“  burned with a deiire of revenge. But when 
“  more ftrious refledtions laid before him the 
“  hazard o f the enterprize, with the difmal 
“  conlequences which were likely to attend 
“  it, aggravated by a fpecial circumftance, 
“  ‘ What figure it would bear in the world, 
“  or how be excufed to pofterity ! What fhall
•‘ he do?’------His honour, which was his
“  religion, bids him arm j and he founds 
“  the inclinations of his party, by this fet 
“  fpcech :

C^sAR to his Party at the Rubicon.
Great Jove, attend, and thou nay native foil.

Safe in my triumphs, glutted in my fpoil;
Witnefs with what reluftance I oppofe 
My arms to thine, fecure of other foes.
What paffive breaft can bear difgrace like mine? 
^raytorl— For this I conquer’d on the Rhine, 
Endur’d their ten years drudgery in Gaul, 
Adjourn’d their fate, and fav’d the Capitol.
I grew by every guilty triumph Ids;
The crowd, when drunk with joy, their fouls ex-

prefs.
Impatient of the war, yet fear fuccefs.
Brave adlions dazzle with too bright a ray,
Like birds obfeene they chatter at the day j 
Giddy with rule, and valiant in debate.
They throw the die of war, to lave the ftate.

And
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And G ods! to gild ingratitude with fame,
Afl'ume the patriot’s, we the rebel's name.
Farewell, my friends, your g e n e r a l  forlorn.
To your bare pity, and the public fcorn,
Muft lay that honour and his laurel down,
To fervc the vain caprices of the gown;
Expos’d to all indignities, the brave 
Deferve of thofe they glory’d but to fave.
To rods and axes!— No, the Qaves can’t dare 
Play with my grief, and tempt my laft defpair.
T his fliali the honours which it won maintain.
Or do me jufUce, ere 1 hug my chain.

“  Mrs. D i s t a f f  has taken upon her, while 
flae writes this Paper, to turn her thoughts 

“  wholly to the fervice of her own fex, and 
“  to propofe remedies againft the greateft 
“  vexations attending female life. She has 
** for this end written a fmall treatife con- 
“  cerning the S e c o n d  W o r d , with an ap- 

pcndix on the ufe of a R e p l y ,  very proper 
“  for all fuch as are married to perfons either 
“  ILL-BRED or ILL-NATURED. There is ia 
“  this tradl a digrelfion for the ufe of virgins, 
“  concerning the words, I w i l l .

“  A Gentlewoman who has a very delicate 
“  ear, wants a maid who can whifper, and 
“  hdp her in the government of her family. 
** If the faid fervant can clear-ftarch, lifp, and 
“  tread foftly, die fliall have fuitable encou- 

ragement in her wages.”

B b
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