Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

* WKaCcer men do, or fay, or think, or dream.
Our medley Paper feizcs for its theme.'*

From my own Apartment, July 6.

Find among my brother’s Papers the fol-
I lowing letter verbatim, which 1 wonder
how he could fupprefs fo long as he has,
lince it was lent him for no other end, but
to fliew the good effedt his Writings have al-
ready had upon the ill cuftoms of the age.

iigl

“ 1'ne end of all public papers ought to
“ be the benebt and inflrudion, as well as

London, June 23.

* See N" 36, i: N® 77, And N* 155, Notes on
A ddison’s alterations aiiJ correifions.

“ the
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‘ the diverfion of the readers: to which | l'ec
*none fo truly conducive as your late per-
‘ forniances; efpecially thofe tending to the
* rooting out from among us that unchriftian-
‘“likeand bloodycuftomofduelling; which,
*that you have already in fome meafure per-
* formed, will appear to the public in the fol-
*lowing no lefs true than heroic ftory.

“ A noble gentleman of this city, who has
' the honour of ferving his country as Major
*of the Trainbands, being at the general

mart of ftock-jobbers, called Jonathan’s,
“ endeavouring to raife himfelf (as all men of
" honour ought) to the degree of Colonel at
leaft; it happened that he bought the ~Bear
of another officer, who, though not com-
miffioned in the army, yet no lefs eminently
ferves the public than the other, in raifing
the credit of the kingdom, by raifing that of
“ the Hocks. However, having fold the Bear,
and words arifing about the delivery, the
moH noble Major, no lefs fcorning to be
out-witted in the cofFee-houfe, than to run
into the field, according to method, abufed
the other with the titles of rogue, villain,
bear-licin-man, and the like. Whereupon
fitisfadfion was demanded, and accepted; Ip,
forth the Major marched, commanding his
adverfary to follow. To a mofl fpaciuus

* See Note on  the Bear-fkin,’* T aT, N*- N* 28;
and N™ 4.1.

Bb 3 “ room
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“ rcom ill the flieriff’'s houfe, near the place of
“ quarrel, they come; where, having due re-
* gard to what you have lately publilhed
they refolvcd not to llied one another’s blood
in that barbarous manner you prohibited;
“ yet, not willing to put up affronts without
fatisfadlion, they ftripped, and in decent
manner fought full fairly with their wrathful
** hands. The combat lafted a quarter of an
“ hour; in which time vi(ftory was often doubt-
“ ful, and many a dry blow was ftrenuoufly
laid on by each fide, until the Major, finding
his adverfary obftinate, unwilling to give
him further chaftii'ement, with mofi: fhrill
“ voice cried out, ‘ | am fatisfied, enough !V’
Whereupon the combat ceafed, and both
** were friends immediately.
“ Thus the world may fee, how neceffary
“ it is to encourage thofe men, who make it
“ their bufinefs to inllrud the people in every
" thing neceffary for their prcfervatlon. | am
informed, a body of worthy citizens have
“ agreed on an addrefs of thanks to you for
“ what you have wn£ on the foregoing fubjedt,
“ whereby they acknowledge one of their high-
*' |y efteemed offipers preferved from death.

“ Your humble fervant,
*=A. B.”

__* See the Papers on Duelling, T atler, N®25, 26,
1S, 29, 31, 39, ad Notts.

| fear
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| fear the word Bear is hardly to be under-
ftood anaong the polite people; but | take the
meaning to be, that one who infures a real va-
lue upon an imaginary thing, is faid to fell a
and is the fame thing as a promife among
courtiers, or a vow between lovers. | have
to my brother to haften to town ; and
hope that printing the letters directed to him,
which I know not how to anfwcr, will bring
him fpeedily; and, therefore, | add alfo the

following ;

Mr.Bickerstaff, JU|y5,|W

You have hinted a generous intention of
taking underyourconfiderationthew nisper «
ERS withoutBulinefs,and laugiif.rs without
Occaiion ; as you tender the welfare of your
country, | intreat you not to forget or delay
fo public-fpirited a w'Ork. Now or never is
the time. Many other calamities may ceafe
with the war; but I difmally dread the mul-
plication of thefe mortals under the eafe
and luxuvioiifnefs of a fettled peace, half the
blelTing of which may be deftroyed by them.
Their miftake lies certainly here, in awretch-

"ed belief, that their mimickry pafles for real
' bufinefs, or true wit. Dear Sir, convince
' them, that it never was, is, or ever will be,
' either of them ; nor ever did, does, or to all
~uturity ever can, look like either of them;
" but that it is the moft curfed difturbance in

B b4 “ nature.
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nature, which is poiTible to be infliaeci on
“ mankind, under the noble definition of a fo®
“ ciable creature. In doing this, Sir, you will
” oblige mure humble fervants than can find
“ room to fubfcribe their names.”

W hite's Chocolate-houfe, July 6.

In purfuance of my lafi date from hence, |
am to proceed on the accounts | promifed of
leveral perfonages among the men, whofe con-
fpicuous fortunes, or ambition in Ihewing their
follies, have exalted them above their fellows:
The levity of their minds is vifible in their
every word and gefture, and there is not a day
pafTes but puts me in mind of Mr. W vcheh-
1ey’s charachler of a Coxcomb: “ He is ugly
“ all over with the atfedation of the fine gen-
“ tleman. Now though the women may put
on foftnefs in their looks, or affei™ted feverity,
or impertinent gaiety, or pert fmartnefs, their
felf*love and admiration cannot under any of
thefe difguifes appear fo invincible as that of
the men. You may eafily take notice, that in
all their aiflions there is a fecret approbation,
cither in tlie tone of their voice, the turn of
their body, or cafi: of their eye, which fliews
that they are extremely in their own favour.

Take one of your men of Bulinefs, he fiiall
keep you half an hour wvitli your hat off, enlcr-
taining you with his confideration of that affair
you fptice of to him lafl, until he has drawn a

croud
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croud that obferves you in this grimace. Then,
when he is public enough, he immediately runs
into fecrets, and falls a Whifpering. You and
he make breaks with adverbs 3 as, “ But how-
** ever, thus far/* and then you Whifper again,
and fo on, until they who are about you arc
difperfed, and your Bufy man*s vanity is no
longer gratified by the notice taken of what
iImportance he is, and how inconfiderable you
are; for your pretender to bufinefs is never in
fccret, but in public.

There is my dear Lord No-where, of all
men the moft gracious and moft obliging, the
terror of Valets de Chambre, whom he op-
prefTes with good breeding, by enquiring for
my good lord, and for my good lady’s health.
This inimitable courtier will Whifper a privy
counfellor’'s lacquey with the utmolf goodnefs
and condefcenlion, to know when they next fit;
gjid is thoroughly taken up, and thinks he has a
part in a fecret, if he knows that there is a fe-
cret. “ What it is,” he will Whifper you,
that “ time will difeover/* then he fhrugs,
and calls you back again------ “ Sir, | need not
“ fay to you, that thefe things are not to be
“ fpoken of--— and harkye, no names, |

would not be quoted.” What adds to the
jeft is, that his emptinefs has its moods and
feafons, and he will not condefeend to let you
into thefe his difeoveries, except he is in very
good humour, or has feen fomebody of fafhion
talk to you. He will keep his nothing to

himfelf.
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himfelf, and pafs by and overlook as well as
the beft of them; not obferving that he is in-
folent when he is gracious, and obliging when
he is haughty. Shew me aWoman fo incon-
fiderable as this frequent charadler.

But my mind, now | am in, turns to many
no lefs obfervable: Thou dear w i11 Shoe
STRING ! | profefs myfelf in love with thee 1
how {hall 1 fpeak thee? how {liall I addrefs
thee ? how {hall I draw thee ? thou dear Out-
lde! Will you be combing your wig*, playing
with your box, or picking your teeth ? or
choofeil thou rather to be fpeaking; to be
fpcaking for thy only purpofe in fpeaking, to
ihew your teeth ? Rub them no longer, dear
Shoestringdo not premeditate murder;
do not for ever whiten. Oh! that for my
quiet and his own they were rotten 1

But I will forget him, and give my hand to
the courteous Umbra. He is afine man in-
deed, but the foft creature bows below my

¢ Combing the peruke, when large wigs were in fafliion,
was an af£lof gallantry even at public places; for this pur-
pofe they carried large combs of ivory or tortoife-thell cu-
rioufly ornamented in their pockets. At the court, in the
mall, and in the boxes, gentlemen converfjd and combed
their wigs, “dany paliages in old p):;ys prove, that in the
laft century, and after the year 1700, this was th'cpradiceof
gentlemen on all vifits of ceremony or bufinefs, in the pre-
fence of the ladies, and at public places.

t SirWilliam W hitlocke, Knt. Member for Oxon,
Bencher of the Middle Temple : a::d the learned knight
mentioned N® 43, and P.

apron-
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apron-ftring, before he takes it; yet, after the
hrfl ceremonies, he is as familiar as my phy-
lician, and his infignificancy makes me half
ready to complain to him of all I would to my
doctor. He is fo courteous, that he carries
lialf the n>efrages of ladies ails in town to
their midwives and nurfes. He nnderflands
too the art of medicine as far as to the cure of
a pimple, or a rafh. On occafions of the like
importance, he is the moft afliduous of all men
living, in confulting and fearching precedents
from family to family; then he fpeaks of his
obfegnioufnefs and diligence in the ftyle of real
fervices. If you fneer at him, and thank him
for his great friendfliip, he bows, and fays,
““ Madam, all the good offices in my power,
“ while 1 have any knowledge or credit, fliall
be in your fervice.” The confideration of
fo fhallow a being, and the intent application
with which he purfues trifles, has made me
carefully refledl upon that fortof men we ufu«
ally call an impertinent: and I am, upon
mature deliberation, fo far from being offended
with him, that | am really obliged to him; for
though he will take you afide, and talk half an
hour to you upon matters wholly inflgnificant
with the niofl: folemn air, yet | confider, that
thefe things are of weight in his imagination,
and he thinks he is communicating what is for
my fervice. If, therefore, it be ajuft rule, to
judge of a man by his intention, according to
ihe equity of good breeding, he that is imper-

tinently
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tinently kind or wife, to do you fervice, ought
in return to have a proportionable place both
In your affection and efteem; fo that the cour-
teous Umbra deferves the favour of all his
acquaintance; for though he never ferved them,
he is ever willing to do it, and believes he
does it.

As impotent kindnefs is to be returned
with all our abilities to oblige; fo impotent
malice is to be treated with all our force to de-
prefs it. For this rcafon, Fi1y-Biow (Who is
received in all the families in town, through
the degeneracy and iniquity of their manners)
Is to be treated like a knave, though he is on#
of the weakefl of fools: he has by rote, and
at fecond-hand, all that can be faid of any man
of figure, wit, and virtue, in town. Name a
man of worth, and this creature tells you the
word: palTage of his life. Speak of a beautiful
woman, and this puppy will Whifper the next
man to him, though he has nothing to fay of
her. He is a fiy that feeds on the fore part,
and would have nothing to live on, if the whole
body were in health. You may kn”™;w him by
the frequency of pronouncing the particle
But; for which reafon | never heard him
fpeke * of with common charity, without ufing
my But againft him : for a friend of mine
laying theotherday, “ Mrs. Distaff haswit,
“ good-humour, virtue, and friendihipf th\s

Sode™ the prat, for the participle.
oaf
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oaf added, s v flie 1S not handfome/’
* Coxcomb! the gentleman was faying what
1 was, not what . was not.”

“ Mrs. Distaff hath received the Dialogae
dated Monday Evening, which fhe has fent
forward to Mr. Bickerstaff at Maiden-
head : and in the mean time gives her fer-
vice to the parties.”

N. B. “ Itis to be noted, that when any part
of this Paper appears dull, there is a defign
init.”

N*“ 39, Saturday, July 9, 1709’ [5
STEELE. z

N~ tcquid agunt homines — —

nojlri ejifarrago lihelH .

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 85.

“ Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.” P.

By lsaac Bickerstaff, Efquire.

G recian Coffee-houfe, July 7.

S | am called forth by the immenfe love

| bear to my fellow-creatures, and the
warm inclination | feel within me, to ftem, as
far





