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oaf added, s v flie 1S not handfome/’
* Coxcomb! the gentleman was faying what
1 was, not what . was not.”

“ Mrs. Distaff hath received the Dialogae
dated Monday Evening, which fhe has fent
forward to Mr. Bickerstaff at Maiden-
head : and in the mean time gives her fer-
vice to the parties.”

N. B. “ Itis to be noted, that when any part
of this Paper appears dull, there is a defign
init.”

N*“ 39, Saturday, July 9, 1709’ [5
STEELE. z

N~ tcquid agunt homines — —

nojlri ejifarrago lihelH .

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 85.

“ Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.” P.

By lsaac Bickerstaff, Efquire.

G recian Coffee-houfe, July 7.

S | am called forth by the immenfe love

| bear to my fellow-creatures, and the
warm inclination | feel within me, to ftem, as
far
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far as | can, the prevailing torrent of vice and
ignorance; lo | cailaot more properly purfue
that noble impulfe, than by fetting forth the
excellence of Virtue and Knowledge in their
native and beautiful colours. For this reafon,
I made my late excurfion to Oxford, where
thofe qualities appear in their highed ludre,
and are the only pretences to honour and dif-
tindtion.  Superiority is there given in pro-
portion to men’s advancement in Wifdom and
Learning; and thatjuft rule of life is fo univer-
fally received among thofe happy people, that
you lhail fee an carl walk bare-headed to the
fon of the meaneft artificer, in refpedt to feven
years more Worth and Knowledge than the no-
bleman js poirefted of. In other places they
bow to men’s fortunes, but here to their un-
derftandings. It is not to be expreftcd™ how
pleafing the order, the difcipline, the regula-
rity of their lives, is to a Philofopher, who has,
by many years experience in the world, learned
to contemn every thing but what is revered in
this manfion of felcdl and well-taught fpirits.
The magnificence of their palaces, the great-
nefs of their revenues, tlic fweetnefs of their
groves and retirements, feem equally adapted
for the relidence of princes and Philofophers ;
and a familiarity with ohjedts of fplendour, as
well a places of recefs, prepares* the inhabi-
tants with an equanimity for their future for-
tunes, whether humble or illuftrious. How
was | pleafed when | looked round at St

A MvV\RY'’s,
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Mary s, and could, m the faces of the inge-
nuous youth, lee minifters of ftate, chancellors,
bilhops, and judges. Here only is human life !
Here only the life of man is that of a rational
being! Here men underftand and are em-
ployed in works worthy their noble nature.
This tranfitory being palles away in an em-
ployment not unworthy a future ftate, the
contemplation of the great decrees of Provi-
dence, Each man lives as if he were to anfwer
the queftions made toJob, “ Where waft thou

when 1 laid the foundations of the earth?
“ Who fliut up the fea with doors, and faid.

Hitherto thou Ihalt come, and no fiirther?”
Such fpeculations make life agreeable, and
death welcome.

But, alas! | was torn from this noble fociety
by the bufinefs of this dirty mean world, and
the cares of fortune: for | was obliged to be
in London againft the feventh day of the term,
and accordingly governed myfelf by my Ox-
ford almanack*, and came laft night; but
find, to my great aftoniftiment, that this igno-
rant town began the term on the twenty-fourth
of the laft month, in oppofition to all the learn-
ing and aftronomy of the famous Univerfity cf
which | have been fpeaking; according to
which, the term certainly was tp commence

* A humorous allufion to the difference between the
tniverfity and the Law terms, which ftill fubfifts. See
N
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on the firfl; inftant. You may be fure a man,
who has turned his iludies as | have, could not
be miftaken in point of timej for, knowing I
was to come to town in term, | examined the
pafling moments very narrowly, and called an
eminent aftronomer to my alhftance. Upon
very Arid obfervation we found, that the cold
has beenfofevere this laft winter (which is al-
lowed to have a benumbing quality) that it
retarded the earth in moving round from
Chriftmas to this feafon full feven days and
two feconds. My learned friend * affured me
further, that the earth had lately received a
Ihogg from a comet that crofled its vortex,
which, if it had come ten degrees nearer to us,
had made us lofe this whole term. | was in-
deed once of opinion that the Gregorian com-
putation was the moil regular, as being eleven
days before thejulian; but am now fully con-
vinced, that we ought to be feven days after the
chancellor and judges, and eighteen before the
pope of Romej and that the Oxonian compu-
tation is the bed: of the three.

I'hefe are the reafons which | have gathered
from Phildibphy and Nature; to which | can
add other circumftanccs in vindication of the

* Probably Mr.W . VVhifton, of frlendfalp, confi-
dering the Cervices he did him, certainly Steetre might
well have thuughc himfelf fccurej but Whillon afterwards
difeovered h;m(elf unfriendly and ungrateful. See w nis-
ton’s * Memoirs,” 2d Edit. 8vo. 2 Vol. 1753, P- "5/» &
fe<ig\ and T at. with NcUs, cr. 8V« Vol. Vi. N* 251.

account
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account of this learned body who publifli this
Almanack.

It is notorious to philofophers, thatjoy and
grief can haften and delay time. Mri L ocke
Is of opinion, that a man in great mifery may
fo far lofe his meafure, as to think a minute an
hourj or in joy make an hour a minute. Let
us examine the prefent cafe by this rule, and
we {hall find, that the caufe of this general
miftake in the Britifli nation, has been the great
fuccefs of the laft campaign, and the following
hopes of peace. Stocks ran fo high at the
Exchange, that the citizens had gained three
days of the courtiers; and we have indeed been
fo happy all this reign, that if the Univerfity
did not rectify our miflakes, we fhould think
ourfelves but in the fecond year of her prefent
majefty. It would be endlefs to enumerate the
many damages that have happened by this ig-
norance of the vulgar. All the recognizances
within the diocefe of Oxford have been for-
feited, for not appearing on the firft day of this
hditious term. The Univerfity has been
nonfuited in their adtion againft the bookfellers
for printing Clarendon m ~arto. Indeed,
what gives me the moft quick concern, Ws the
cafe of a poor gentleman, my friend, who was
the other day taken in execution by a fet of
ignorant bailiffs. He fliould, it feems, have
pleaded in the firft week of termj but being a
Mafler of Arts of Oxford, he would not recede
from the Oxonian Computation. He fhewed

VoL. I. e Coc Mr.
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Mr. Broad the Almanack, and the very day
when the term began; but the mercilefs, ig-.
norant fellow, againft all fenfe and learning,
would hurry him away. He went indeed
quietly enough; but he has taken exadt notes
of the time of arreft, and fufficient witneffes
of his being carried into gaol; and has, by
advice of the recorder of Oxford, brought
his adion; and we doubt not but we {hall
pay them off with damages, and blemifh the
reputation of Mr. Broad. We have one con-
vincing proof, which all that frequent the
Courts of Juftice are witnelfes of: the dog
that comes conftantly to W estminster 0N
the firft day of the term, did not appear until
the firfl: day according to the Oxford Alma-
nack ; whofe inftindl | take to be a better
guide than men’s erroneous opinions, which
are uTually biaffed by intereft. | judge in this
cafe, as King Charles the Second vidualled
his navy with the bread which one of his dogs
chofe of fcveral pieces thrown before him,
rather than truft to the alTevcrations of the
vidtuallers. Mr. Cowper?*, and other learned
counfel, have already urged the authority of
this Almanack, in behalf of their clients.
We fhall, therefore, go on with all fpeed in
our caufe; and doubt not, but chancery will

* Spencer Cowper, brother to the firft earl of the
n-“me, at that time a celebrated counfellor, and afterwards
chiefjujtice of the Common Pleas.

give
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give at the end what we loft in the beginning,
by protracting the term for us until Wednef*
day come feven-night. And the Univerffty

Orator ftiall for ever pray, 6fc. _drcA

U

From my own Apartment, July 7. T

The fubject of Dvei.s * has, | find, bo
ftarted w'ith fo good fuccefs, that it has bee
the frequent fubjeCt of conv”rfation among
polite men j and a dialogue of that kind has
been tranfmitted to me verbatim as follows.
The perfons concerned in it are men of
honour and experience in the manners of
men and have fallen upon the trueft foun-
dation, as well as fearched the bottom of this

evil.

Mr. Sage. If it were in my power, every
man that drew his fword, unlefs in the fervice,
or purely to defend his life, perfon, or goods,
from violence (I mean abftraCled from all
pundo’s or whims of honour) (hould ride the
wooden horfe in the Tilt-yard for fuch firft
«offence, for the fepond, ftand in the pillory;
and for the third be prifoner ip Bediam fop
lifef.

* See T atler, 8, 25, 26, 29, 31, and 38. Spec,
N* 84, N“ 97, and 99. Guard. N® 20, N® 129,
N® 133, and N® 161 i T heatre, N’ 19, and N® 26.

t iieg N® 30, Neje.
Cc? Col.

0/\
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Col. T.lume. | remember that a Rencoun-
ter or Duel was Ib far from being in falhion
among the officers that fcrved in the parlia-
ment-army, that on the contrary it was as dif-
reputiible, and as great an impediment to ad-
vancement in the fervice, as being balhful in
time of ablion.

Sir Mark. Yet | have been informed by
feme old cavaliers, of famous reputation for
brave and gallant men, that they were much
more in mode among their party than they
have been during this JaR war.

Col. Flume. That is true too. Sir.

Mr. Sage. By what you lay, gentlemen,
one Ilhould think that our prefent military
officers are compounded of an equal propor-
tion of both thofe tempers; lince Duels are
neither quite difcountenanced, nor much in
vogue.

Sir Mark. That difference of temper in re-
gard to Duels, which appears to have been be-
tween the court and the parliament-men of the
fword, was not (I conceive) for want of cou-
rage in the latter, nor of a liberal education,
becaufe there were fome of the bed families in
England engaged in that party; but gallantry
and mode, which glitter agreeably to the ima-
gination, were encouraged by the court, as
promoting its fplendour; and it was as natural
that the contrary party (who were to recom-
mend thcmfelves to the public for men of fe-

rious
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rious and folid parts) (hould deviate from every
thing chimerical.

Mr. Sage. | have never read of a Duel
among the Romans, and yet their nobility ufed
more liberty with their tongues than one may
do now without being challenged.

Sir Mark. Perhaps the Romans were of
opinion, that ill-language and brutal manners
refledted only on thofe who were qguilty of
them ; and that a man’s reputation was not at
all cleared by cutting the perfon’s throat who
had rcfledted upon it: but the cuftom of thofe
times had fixed the fcandal in the action ;
whereas now it lies in the reproach.

Mr. Sage. And yet the only fort of Duel
that one can conceive to have been fought
upon motives truly honourable and allowable,
was that between the Horatii and Curiatii.

Mark. Colonel Prume, pray, what was
the method of fingle combat in your time
among the cavaliers ? | fuppofe, that as the
ufeof cloaths continues, though the falhion of
them has been mutable; fo Duels, though Hill
in life, have had in all times their particular
modes of performance.

Col. Flume. We had no conftant rule, but
generally conducted our difpute and tilt, ac-
‘cording to the laft that had happened between
perfons of reputation among the very top fel-
lows for bravery and gallantry.

Sir Mark. If the falhion of quarrelling and
tilting was fo often changed in your time, Co-

Cc3 lonel



11 ® THE TATLER. N« 39,

lonel Prume, a man may fight, yet lofe his
credit for want of underftanding the fafhion.

Co\. Plume. Why, Sirwm ar k, In the begin-
ning of July a mim would have been cenfured
for want of courage, or been thought indigent
of the true notions of honour, if he had put
up words» whicbj in the end of September fol-
lowing, one could not refent without palling
for a brutal and quarrelfome fellow*

Sir Mark. But, Colonel, were Duels or
Rencounters moA in falhion in thofe days ?

Col. Plume. Your men of nice honour
Sir, were for avoiding all cenfure of advantage
which they fuppofed might betaken in a Ren-
counter \ therefore they ufed feconds, who were
to fee that all was upon the fquare, and make
a faithful report of the whole combat) but in
a little time it became a fallnon for the fe-
conds to fight, and 1 will tell you how it hap-
pened*

Mr. Sage. Pray do, Colonel Prume, and
the method of a Duel at that time, and give
us fome notion of the pundo’s upon which
your nice men quarrelled in thofe day£.

Col. Plume. | was going to tell you, Mr.
Sage, that one Cornet Modifli had defired his
friend Captain Smart’s opinion in fome affair,
but did not follow it; upon which Captain
Smart fent Major Adroit (a very topping fel-
low of thofe times) to the perfon that had
Aighted his advice. The Major never en-
quired into the quarrel, bccaufe it was not the

manner
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manner then among the very topping fellows;
but got two fwords of an equal length, and
then waited upon Cornet Modiih, defiring him
to chufe his fword, and meet his friend Cap-
tain Smart. Cornet Modilh came with his
friend to the place of combatj there the prin-
cipals put on their pumps*', and ftripped to
their fliirts, to (hew that they had nothing but
what men of honour carry about them, and
then engaged.

Sir Mark. And did the feconds ftand by.
Sir ?

Col. Plume. It was a received cuftom until
that time; but the fwords of thofe days being
pretty long, and the principals ading on both
fidcs upon the defenfive, and the morning be-
ing frofty, Major Adroit defired that the other
fecond, who was alfo a very topping fellow,
would try a thruft or two, only to keep them
warm, until the principals had decided the
matter, which was agreed to by Modifh’s fe-
cond, who prefently whipt Adroit through the
body, difarmed him, and then parted the prin-
cipals, who had received no harm at all.

Mr. Sage. But was not Adroit laughed at ?

Col. Plume. On the contrary, the very top-
ping fellows were ever after of opinion, that
no man, who deferved that character, could
fcrve as a fecond, without fighting; and the

* See N™* 35.

Cc4 Smarts
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Smarts and Modifhes finding their account in
it, the humour took without oppofition.

Mr. Sage, Pray, Colonel, how long did
that falhion continue?

Col. P/ume, Not long neither, Mr. Sage;
for as foon as it became a fartiion, the very
topping fellows thought their*honour reflected
upon, if they did not proffer themfelves as
feconds when anyof their friends had a quar-
rel, fo that fometimes there were a dozen of
a fide.

Sir Mark, Blefs me! if that cufiom had
continued, w' fhould have been at a lofs now
for our very pretty fellows; for they feem to
be the proper men to officer, animate, and
keep up an army. But, pray, Sir, how did
that fociable manner of tilting grow out of
mode ?

Col. P/ume. Why, Sir, | will tell you: it
was a law among the combatants, that the party
which happened to have the firlt man difarmed
or killed, fliould yield as vanquiffied; which
fome people thought might encourage the
Modiffies and Smarts in quarrelling to the
deftrudtion of only the very topping fellows ;
and as foon as this refiedtion was flatted, the
very topping fellows thought it an incumbrance
upon their honour to fight at all themfelves.
Since that time the Modiffies and the Smarts,
throughout all Europe, have extolled the
French king’s edidt,

! Sir
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Sir Mark, Our very pretty fellows, whom
| take to be the fucceflbrs of the very topping
fellows, think a quarrel fo lititle faihionable,
that they will not be expofed to it by any other
man’s vanity, or want of fcnfe.

Mr. Sage. But, Colonel, I have obferved in
your account of Duels, that there was a great
cxadtnefs in avoiding all advantage that might
poffibly be between the combatants.

Col. Flume. That is true. Sir; for the
weapons were always equal.

Mr. Sage. Yes, Sir; but fuppofe an adtive
adroit ftrong man had infulted an aukward or
a feeble, or an unpractifed fword’s-man ?

Col. Plume, Then, Sir, they fought with
piftols.

Mr. Sage. But, Sir, there might be a cer-
tain advantage that way; for a good marks-
man will be lure to hit his man at twenty yards
diftancej and a man whofe hand lhakes (which
IS common to men that debauch in pleafures,
or have not ufed piftols out of their holftcrs)
will not venture to lire, unlefs he touches the
perfon he Ihoots at. Now, Sir, | am of opi-
nion, that one can get no honour in killing a
man, if one has it all rugt as the gameftens
fay, when they have a trick to make the game
fecure, though they feem to play upon the
fquare.

Mark. Intruth, Mr.sage, Ithinkfuch
a fadt rauft: be murder in a man’s own private
conference,
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confcicnce, whatever it may appear to the
world.

Col. Flume, | have known fome men fo
nice, that they would not fight but upon a
cloak with piftols.

Mr. Sage. | believe a cuftom well eftablilh-
cd would outdo the grand Monarch's edidt

Sir Mark. And bullies would then leave
off their long fwords. But | do not find
that a very pretty fellow can flay to change
his fword when he is infulted by a bully with
a long Diegoj though his own at the fame
time be no longer than a pen-knife; which
will certainly be the cafe if fuch little fwords
are in mode. Pray, Colonel, how was it be-
tween the hedors of your time, and the very
topping fellows »

Col. Flume. Sir, long fwords happened to
be generally worn in thofe times.

Mr. Sage. Jn anfwer to what you were fay-
ing, Sir Mark, give me leave to inform you,
that your knights-errant (who were the very
pretty fellows of thofe antient times! thought
they could not honourably yield, though'they
had fought their own trurty weapons to the
Rumps ; but would venture as boldly with the
page’s leaden fword, as if it had been of in-
chanted metal. Whence, | conceive, there
muft be a fpice of romantic gallantry in the
compofition of 'that very pretty fellow\

* See Spec. N
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Sir Mark* | am of opinion, Mr. Ssage,
that failiion governs a very pretty fellow; na*
ture, or common fenfe, your ordinary perfoas,
and fometimes men of fine parts,

Mr. Eagt* But what is the reafon, that men
of the moft excellent fenfe and morals, in other
points, affociate their underftandings with
the very pretty fellows in that chimsBra of a
Duel ?

Sir Mark* There is no difputing againft lo
great a majority.

Mr. ~age. But there is one fcruple. Colonel
Pi.UME, and | have done. Do not you believe
there may be ibtne advantage even upon acloak
with piftols, which aman of nice honour would
fcruple to take ?

Qo\*'Plum~. Faith, I cannot tell, Sir; but
fince one may reafonably fuppofe that, in fucli
acafe, there can be but one fo far in the wrong
as to occafion matters to come to that extre-
mity, | think the chance of being killed fiiould
fall but on onej whereas, by their clofe and
dt”per”e rtianner of fighting, it may very pro-
b:mly Happen to botli.

Sir Mark. Why, gentlemen, if they are
men of fuch nice honour, and mull fight, there
will be no fear of foul play, if they threw up
crofs or pile who lhould be llaot*.

*

* Sfp N® 205; '_I'__heatre, N*=* 26. and “ The Con-
“ icioas Lovers,” fgjjint
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