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N ” 40. Tuefday, July 12, 1709.

S T E E L E .

I f

^icquid agunt homines------
nofiri eft farrago Ubelli,

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86.

WhateVr men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
"  Our medley Paper feizes for it's theme." P .

WiLL*s Coffee-houfe, July i i .

Le t t e r s  from the city of London give 
an account of a very great aonfternation 

that place is in at prefent, by reafon of a late 
enquiry made at Guildhall, whether a noble 
perfon*h^s parts enough to deferve the enjoy­
ment of the great effate of which he is pof- 
fefled ? The city is apprelienfive, that this 
precedent may go farther than was at firft 
imagined. T̂ he perfon againft whom this in- 
quifuion is fet up by his relations, is a peer o f 
a neighbouring kingdom, and has in his youth 
made fome few bulls, by which it is infinuated, 
that he has forfeited his goods and chattels.

•  Kichard, the fifth Vifeount W en man .

This : I
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This is the more aftoniihing, in that there arc 
many perfons in the faid city who are ftill more 
guilty than his lordHiip, and who, though they 
are idiots, do not only pofTefs, but have allb 
themfelves acquired great eftates, contrary to 
the known laws of this realm, which veils 
their poiTeflions in the crown.

There is a gentleman in the cofFee-houfe at 
this time exhibiting a bill in chancery againil 
his father’s younger brother, who by fome 
ftrange magic has arrived at the value of half a 
Plumb, as the citizens call an hundred thoufand 
founds \ and in all the time of growing up to 
that wealth, was never known in any of his 
ordinary words or actions todifcover any proof 
of reafon. Upon this foundation my friend 
has fet forth, that he is illegally mailer of his 
coffers, and has writ two epigrams to fignify 
his own pretenfions and fufhciency for fpend- 
ing that ell^te. He has inferted in his plea 
fome things which I fear will give offence; for 
he pretends to argue, that though a man has a 
little of the knave mixed with the fool, he is 
neverthelefs liable to the lofs of goods; and 
makes the abufe of reafon as juft an avoidance 
of an eftate as the total abfence of it. This is 
what can never pafs; but witty men are fo full 
of themfelves, that there is no perfuading them; 
and my friend will not be convinced, but that 
upon quoting S o l o m o n , who always tifed the 
word fool as a term of the fame lignification 
with unjuft, and makes all deviation <from

• gdodnefs
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goodnefs and virtue to come under the notion 
of follyi I fay, he doubts not, but by the force 
o f this authority, let his idiot uncle appear 
never fo great a knave, he fhall prove him a 
fool at the fame time.

This affair led the company here into an ex-» 
amination ot thefe points; and none coming 
here but wits, what was affcrtcd by a young 
lawyer, that a lunatic is in the care oi the 
chancery, but a fool in that of the crown, 
was received with general indignation. W hy 
“  that?” fays old R e n a u l t . W hy that ? 
** W hy muft a fool be a courtier more than a 
“  madman? This is the iniquity of this dull 
“  age. I remember the time when it went on 
“  the mad fide; all your top-wits were fcour- 
** ers, rakes, roarers, and demolilhers of win-̂  
** dows. I knew a mad lord, who was drunk 
“  five years together, and was the envy of 

that age, who is faintly imitated by the 
“  dull pretenders to vice and madnefs in this. 

Had he lived to this day, there had not been 
** a  fool in fafliion in the whole kingdom.’* 
When R e n a u l t  had done fpeaking, a very 
worthy man affurped the dilcourfe: This
“  is,” faidhe, “  Mr. B i c k e r  s t a f f , a  proper 

argument for you to treat of in your article 
“  from this place; and if you would fend your 

p A C O L E T  into all our brains, you would find, 
“  that a little fibre or valve, fcarce difccrn-r 
“  able, makes the diftindtion between a poli-r 

ti^an and an idiot. W e Ihould, therefore, 
Z . ** throw
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“  throw a veil upon thofe unhappy inftances of 
“  human nature, who feem to breathe without 
»* the diredtion of reafon and underftanding,
“  as we fhould avert our eyes with abhorrence 
“  from fuch as live in perpetual abufe and 

contradi£lion to thefe noble faculties, Shall 
this unfortunate man be diveited of his cftate, 
becaufe he is tradtable and indolent, runs in 

“  no man’s debt, invades no man’s bed, nor 
“  fpends the eftate he owes his children and 

his charafler; when one who (hews no fenfe 
“  above him, but in fuch pradlices, (hall be 
“  edeemed in his fenfes, and pofiibly may 
“  pretend to the guardianlhip of him who is 

no ways his inferior, but in being lefs wicked? 
“  We fee old age brings us indifferently into 
“  the fame impotence o f foul, wherein nature 
** has placed this lord."

There is fomething very fantaftical in the 
diftribution of civil power and capacity among 
men. The law certainly gives thefe perfons 
into the ward and care of the crown, becaufe 
that is heft able to protect them from injuries, 
and the impolitions o f craft and knavery; that 
the life of an idiot may not ruin the intail o f a 
noble houfe, and his weaknefs may not fruftrate 
the indullry or capacity of the founder of his 
family. But when one of bright parts, as we 
fay, with his eyes open, and all men’s eyes 
upon him, deftroys thofe purpofes, there is no 
remedy. Folly and ignorance are punifhed I 
folly and guilt are tolerated! Mr. L o c k e  has

fomewhere
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fomewhere* made a diftin^tion between a 
madman and a fool: a fool is he that from 
right principles makes a wrong conclulionj 
but a madman is one who draws a jurt infe­
rence from falfe principles. Thus the fool 
who cut off the fellow’s head that lay alleep, 
and hid it, and then waited to fee what he 
would fay when he awaked, and miffed his 
head-piece, was in the right in the firft thought, 
that a man would be furprifed to find fuch an 
alteration in things fince he fell afleepj but he 
V/O.S a little miftaken to imagine he could awake 
at all after his head was cut off. A  madman 
fancies himfelf a prince; but upon his miftake, 
he adts fuitably to that charader; and though 
he is out in fuppofing he has principalities, 
while he drinks gruel, and lies in ftraw, yet you 
lhall fee him keep the port of a diftreffed mo­
narch in all his words and adlions. Thefe two 
perfons are equally taken into cuftody : but 
what muft be done to half this good company, 
whoeveryhour of their/^^'f- are knowingly and 
wittingly both fools and madmen, and yet 
have capacities both of forming principles, 
and drawing conclufions, with the full ufe 
o f reafon ?

From my own Apartment, July i i .

This evening fome ladies came to vifit my 
filler Je n n y ; and the difcourfe, after very

*  L o c k e ’s “  EfTay concerning Human Underftanding.’* 
Lond, cd, 1706. chap. XII, fed. 14. page 94. f  L iv e s .

many
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many frivolous and public matters, turned 
upon the main point among the women, the 
pafilon of LOVE. Sa p p h o *,  who always leads 
on this occaiion, began to Ihew her reading, 
and told us, that Sir John Su c k l i n g  and 
M i l t o n  had, upon a parallel occafion, faid the 
tendered things (he ever read. “  The circum- 
“  dance,” faid (lie, “  is fuch as gives us a no- 
“  tion of that protecting part, which is the 
“  duty of men in their honourable defigns 
“  upon, or polTcflion of women. In SucK- 

l i n g ’s tragedy of Br e n n o r a l t  he makes 
‘ ‘ the Lover deal into his midrefs’s bedcham- 
“  ber, and draw the curtains j then, when his 
** heart is full o f her charms, as fhe lies flecp- 

ing, ihdead of being carried away by the 
“  violence o f his defires into thoughts of a 
“  warmer nature, deep, which is the image of 
“  death, gives this generous Lover reflections 
“  of a different kind, which regard rather her 
“  fafety than his own padion. For, behold- 
“  ing her as die lies fleeping, he utters thefe 
** words:

* So mifers look upon their gold,
‘ Which, while they jo y  to fee, they fear to lofe:
'  The pleafurc o f fight fcarcc equalling 
‘ The jealoufy o f being difpofrefs’d by others.
‘ Her face is like the milky way i’th’ fky,
* A  meeting o f gentle lights without name!’

P r o b a b l y  M r s -  D .  M a n l e y .  S e e  N “ 6  ; N® 3 5  ; 

G u a r d ia n , N®53} E x a m i n e r , vol. IV .  N®2j  and 
T h e a t r e , N** ab.

VoL. I. D d Heav’nl
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« Heaven! fliall this frefli ornament of the world,
« Thefe precious Love-lines, pafs with other com- 

“  moti things
« Amongft the waftes of time? what pity 'twerel

“  When M i l t o n  makes Adam leaning o n  

“  his arm, beholding Eve, and lying in the 
contemplation o f her beauty, he defcribes 

“  the utmoft tendernefs and guardian afFedtion 
“  in one word;

' Adam, with looks of cordial love,
‘ Hung over her enamour’d/

“  This is that fort of paffion which truly de- 
fcrves the name of Love, and has fomething 

“  more generous than f r i e n d s h i p  itfe lf; for 
“  it has a conftant care of the objeft beloved, 
** abftradled from its own interefts in the pof- 

feflion of it.”
S a p p h o  was proceedingon thisfubjedt,when 

my lifter produced a letter lent to her in the 
time of my abfence, in celebration of the m a r -  

RiAGE-Stafe, which is the condition wherein 
only this iort of paflion reigns in full authority. 
The epiftlc is as follows :

“  D e a r  M a d a m ,

Your brother being abfent, I dare take 
the liberty of writing to you my thoughts of 

“  that State, which our whole fex either is, or 
defires to be in. You will eafily guefs I

“  mean

11 't
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mean Matrimony, which I hear fo much de- 
“  cryed, that it was with no fmall labour I 
“  maintained my ground againft two oppo- 
“  nents; but, as your brother obferved of 
“  S o c r a t e s ,  I drew them into my conclufion, 
** from their own conceffions; thus :

“  In Marriage are two happy things allow’d,
"  A wife in wedding-flieets, and in a fhroud.
** How can a Marriage-ftate be then accurs’d. 

Since the laft day’s as happy as the firft?

“  If you think they were too eafily confuted, 
"  you may conclude them not of the firft fenl'e, 
“  by their talking againft Marriage. Yours,

“  M a r i a n a .’*

I obferved Sa p p h o  began to redden at this 
epiftle; and turning to a lady, who was play­
ing with a dog ftie was fo fond o f to carry 
him abroad with her  ̂ “  Nay,”  fays (he, “  I 
“  cannot blame the men if  they have mean 
“  ideas o f oiir fouls and alFcdtions, and wonder 
** fu many are brought to take us for compa- 
** nions for life, when they fee our endearments 
“  fo triflingly placed: for, to my knowledge, 
“  Mr. Truman would give half his eftate for 
“  half the affedtion you have ftiewn to that 
“  Sh o c k : nor do I believe you would be 
“  alhamed to confefs, that I faw you cry, when 
“  he had the colic laft week with lapping four 
"  milk. What more could you do for your

D d 2 ** Lover
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“ lover hinifclf?” “  What more!” replied 
the lady. “  There is not a man in England 
“  for whom I could lament half fo much.” 
Then (he ftiflcd the animal with kiifes, and 
called him beau, life, dear, Monjieur, pretty 
fellow, and what not, in the hurry o f her im­
pertinence. S a p p h o  rofe up; as i h e  always 
does at any thing Ihe obferves done, which 
difcovers in her own fex a levity of mind, 
that renders them inconlidcrable in the opi­
nion of ours.

N “ 4 I. Thurfday, July 14, 1709.

S T E E L E .

If (

Celehrare domejlica faSia.

'  To record adts and rules of common life.*

W h i t e ’s Chocolate-lioufe, July 12.

Th e r e  is no one thing more to be la­
mented in our nation, than their general 

affedtation of every thing that is foreign j nay, 
we carry it fo far, that we are more anxious for 
our own countrymen when they have eroded 
the feas, than when we fee them in the fame 
dangerous condition before our eyes at home: 
clfe how is it poffiblc, that on the twenty-ninth

of

■yi
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