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N'’ 42,', Saturday, July 16, 1709. 

S T E E L E , C O N G R E V E , a n d  A D D ISO N .

•Cekhrare domefiica faSta.

‘  T o  regifter inftrudtion for Common L ife-.’ C .

From my own Apartment, July 15.

Lo o k i n g  over fom e old papers, I  found 
a little  treatife, w ritten  by m y great­

grandfather, concerning b rib ery, and th ou gh t 
his manner o f  treating that fubjedt not un­
w orth y m y rem ark. H e  there has a digreffion 
concerning a p o llib ility , that in fom e c ircu m - 
ftances a man m ay receive an in ju ry , and yet be 
confeious to h im le if  that he deferves it. T h e re  
are abundance o f  fine th ings faid on the fu b - 
j c i t j  but the w hole wrapped up in fo m uch 
jin g le  and pun, w h ich  was the w it o f  thofe 
tim es, that it is fcarce in te llig ib le ; b u t I 
thought the defign was w ell enough in the fo l­
low in g Iketch o f  an old gentlem an’s p o e tr y : 
for in this cafe, w here tw o  are rivals for the 
fam e th in g, and propofe to obtain it by prefents, 
he that attem pts the j udge’s honefty, by m aking 
h im  offers o f  rew ard, ou gh t not to com plain 

I w hen
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when he lofes his caufe by a better bidder. 
The good old doggrel runs thus:
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A  poor man once a judge befought 
T o  judge aright his caufe,

A nd with a pot o f  oil falutes 
"  This judger o f the laws.

M y friend,’* quoth he, * thy caufe is good:’ 
H e glad away did trudgCj 

Anon his wealthy foe did come 
“  Before this partial judge.

A  hog well fed this churl prefents,
“  And craves a ftrain o f lawj 
T he hog receiv'd, the poor man’s right 

W as jud g’d not worth a ftraw.

Therewith he cry’d, ‘ O ! partial judge,
“  T h y doom has me undone;
W hen oil I gave, my caufe was good,
“  But now to ruin run.’

Poor man,”  quoth he, ‘ I thee forgot,
“  And fee thy caufe o f  fo il;
A  hog came fince into my houfe,
“  A nd broke thy pot o f  o il* .”

cc

W i l l ’s Coffee-houfe, July 15,

The difcourfe happened this evening to fall 
upon characters drawn in Plays; and a gentle-

*  From G eorge W h e t s t o n e ’s “  Englifli Mirror,”  
&c. London, 1586, 410, T h e  book is in profc, and 
printed in black letter, and this fable is towards the end o f  
It. P.

man
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man remarked, that there was no method in the 
world of knowing the tafte of an age, or period 
of time, fo good, as by the obfervations of the 
perfons reprefented in their comedies. There 
were feveral inftances produced, as B en  J o n -  
so n ’s * bringing in a fellow fmoaking, as a 
piece o f foppery; “  but,’* faid the gentleman 
who entertained us on this fubje<S, “  this mat-? 

ter is no where fo obfervable as in the difFer- 
ence o f the charadters of women on the ftage 

“  in the laft age, and in this, It is not to be 
“  fuppofed that it was a poverty of genius in 

S H A K S P E A R E - f * ,  that his women made fo 
** fmall a figure in his dialogues; but it cer- 
“  tainly is, that he drew women as they then 
“  were in life : for that fex had not in thofe 
** days that freedom in converfation ; and their 
“  charadlers were only, that they were mothers, 
“  fifters, daughters, and wives. There were 
“  not then among the ladies, Ihining wits, 
“  politicians, virtuofa^ free-thinkers, and dif  ̂
“  putants; nay, there was then hardly fuch a 
“  creature even as a coquette: but vanity had 
“  quite another turn, and the mod confpicuous 
“  woman at that time of day was only the bell 

houlewife. Were it po&ble to bring into

*  See “  Every Man in his Humour,”  C .  1598, 4to; 
and N** 9, N o t e  on B eau.

t  AH the female parts in Sh a k s p e a r e ’s Plays were 
a£ted by boys and men, in his time j and this is thought to 
be one reafon why S h a k sp e a r e  makes his female ch?- 
radlers generally fo infignificant. P.

^  l i fe
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life an afTembly o f matrons of that age, 
** and introduce the learned Lady W o o d b y  

“  into their company, they would not believe 
“  the fame nation could produce a creature fo 
“  unlike any thing they ever faw in it.

“  But thefe ancients would be as much afto- 
“  nillied to fee in the fame age fo illuftrious a 

pattern to all wholo/e things praife-worthy 
as the divine A s p a s i a * .  Methinks, I now 
fee her walking in her garden like our firfi 

“  withunaffededcharms, beforebeauty
“  had fpedators, and bearing celeftial con- 
“  fcious virtue in her afped. Her counte- 
“  nance is the lively pidureof her mind, which 
“  is the feat o f honour, truth, compaflion, 
“  knowledge, and innocence.

‘ There dwells the fcorn of vice, and pity too.’

“  In the midfl of the moft ample fortune, 
“  and veneration of all that behold and know 
“  her, without the lead affedation, flie con- 
“  fults retirement, the contemplation o f her

♦  T h e  charafler o f  A spasia  was written by M r. C on­
greve  ; and the pcrfon meant, was Lady E i-izabet h  
H a s t i n g s . Scarce has any age fince the commencement 
o f  the Chriftian zera, produced a lady o f  fuch high birth 
and fuperior accomplilhments, who was a greater blcffing 
to many, or a brighter pattern to all. B y  all accounts Ihe 
appears to have been little lower than the angels See N "  49.

' See the authoiity for this, with an edifying account o f  this 
extraordinary lady, and her benefadtions, in a book in 

felioy entitled Memoiials and Chara£Vers,”  & c. London, 
1741, printed for J. Wilford, p. 780. T h is  fine Udy’s cha- 
lacler 1‘eems to have been fuperior to that of our fi'Ji Parent.

own
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■ own being, and that fupreme Power which 
beftowed it. Without the learning of 
fchools, or knowledge o f a long courfe of 
arguments, fhe goes on in a Ready courfe 
of uninterrupted piety and virtue, and adds 
to the feverity and privacy of the laft age 
all the freedom and eafc o f this. The lan­
guage and mien o f a court file is pofTefled 
of in the higheft degree j but the limplicity 
and humble thoughts o f a cottage are her 
more welcome entertainments. A s p a s ia  
is a female Philofopher, who does not only 
live up to the refignation of the moft retired 
lives o f the ancient fages, but alfo to the 
fchemes and plans which they thought 
beautiful, tht)ugh inimitable. This lady is 
the moft exadl ceconomift, without appear­
ing bufy; the moft ftridlly virtuous, with­
out tafting the praife of i t ; and fhuns ap- 
plaufe with as much indudry, as others do 
reproach. This character is fo particular, 
that it will very eafily be fixed on her only, 
by all that know her; but I dare fay, fhe 
will be the laft that finds it out.
“  But, alas! if  we have one or two fuch 
ladies, how many dozens are there like the 
reftlefsPoLUGLOSSA, who is acquainted with 
all the world but herfelf; who has the ap­
pearance o f all, and pofteflion of no one 
virtue : fhe has, indeed, in her practice the 
abfence o f vice, but her difcourfe is the 
continual hiftory o f it;  and it is apparent, 
VoL. I. E e “  when
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when flie fpeaks of the criminal gratifications 
** of others, that her innocence is only a re- 
“  ftraint, with a certain mixture of envy. She 
“  is fo perfectly oppofite to the charadler of 
“  A s p a s i a , that as vice is terrible to her only 

as it is the objcd of reproach, fo virtue is 
agreeable only as it is attended with ap- 
plaufe.”

ft
€t

ft

‘ }

St. J a m e s ’s Coffee-houfe, July 15.

It is now twelve of the clock at noon, and 
no mail come in ; therefore, I am not without 
hopes that the town will allow me the liberty 
which my brother news-writers take, in giving 
them what may be for their, information in 
another kind, and indulge me in doing an adl 
o f friendlliip, by pubUfiiing the following ac­
count of goods and moveables.

*  This is to give notice, that a magnificent 
palace, with great variety o f gardens, ftatues, 
and water-works, may be bought cheap in 
Drury-lane j where there are likewife feveral 
caftles to be difpofed of, very delightfully 
fituated ; as alfo groves, woods, forefts, foun­
tains, and country-feats, with very pleafant 
profpedts on all fides of them 5 being the

•  T h e  remainder o f  this Paper was written by A d d is o n , 
and St e e l e  entitles it “  T h e  Inventory o f  the Playhoufe.” 
Pref. to T a t , V o l .  I V ,  See G u a r d . N** 05.

move-
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moveablesof C h r i s t o p h e r  R i c h * ,  Efquire, 
who is breaking up houfe-keeping, and has 
many curious pieces of furniture to difpofe of, 
which may be feeii between the hours o f fix 
and ten in the evening.

-mg

ISON,
lufe.”

ove-

Thc I n v e n t o r y .

Spirits o f right Nantz hrandy, for lambent 
flames and apparitions.

Three bottles and an half of lightning.
One fhovver of fnow in the whiteft French 

paper.
Two {howers of a browner fort.
A fea, confifting of a dozen large waves; 

the tenth bigger than ordinary, and a little 
damaged.

A dozen and half o f clouds, trimmed with 
black, and well-conditioned.

A rainbow, a little faded.
A fet of clouds after the French mode, 

ftreaked witli lightning, and furbelowed.
A new moon, fomething decayed.
A pint o f the fined: Spanilh wafii, being all 

that is left of two hogfiieads fent over laft 
winter.

A coach very finely gilt, and little ufed, 
with a pair of dragons, to be fold cheap,

A fetting-fun, a pennyworth.

*  Drury-lane playhoufe was about this time {hut up by 
an order from the L  >rd Chamberlain. See C. C ibber 's

P.

An

<( Apology for his L ife ,”  V o l .  I . p. 296,

E e 2
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A n  imperial mantle, m a d e  f o r  C y r u s  t h e  

G r e a t , a n d  w o r n  b y  J u l i u s  C ^ s a r , B a -  
J A Z E T , King H a r r y  the Eighth, and Signor 
V a l e n t i n i .

A  balket-hilted fword, very convenient to 
carry milk in.

R o x a n a ' s n i g h t - g o w n .
O t h e l l o ’s h a n d k e r c h i e f .
The imperial robes of X e r x e s , n e v e r  worn 

but once.
A  wild boar killed by Mrs, T o f t s  and 

D i o c l e s i a n ,
A  fe rp e n t  to  d i n g  C l e o p a t r a .
A  mudard-bowl to make thunder with.

■ s s *Another of a bigger fort, by Mr. D— 
dire(5lions, little ufed.

Six elbow-chairs, very expert in country- 
dances, with lix flower-pots for their partners.

The whilkers of a Turkifl^ BalTa.
The complexion of a murderer in a band- 

box5 confifting of a large piece of burnt cork, 
and a coal-black peruke-J*.

*  In 1709, D ennis’s Tragedy called “  Appius and 
“  V irgin ia ,”  was afted, on which occafion the author in­
troduced a new, or an improved method o f  making thunder. 
His tragedy did not fiicceed, but his other invention was 
approved, and continues in ufe to this day. Soon after he 
difcovercd this at ihe adling o f  Macbeth, and the difcovery 
threw him into a fury ; being addidled tofwearing, he ex­
claimed, “  S ’death that’s my thunder. Sec how the fellows 
“  ufe me. T h e y  lilence my tragedy, and roar out my

thunder.”
+ T h e  coal-black peruke w is  clapped upon every adlor 

who appeared as a bravo, or murderer.
I A  fuit
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A fiiit of doaths for a glioft. viz. a bloody 
fhirt, a doublet curioufly pinked, and a coat 
with three great eyelet-holes upon the breaft.

A bale of red Spanilh wool.
Modern plots, commonly known by the 

name of trap-doors, ladders of ropes, vizard- 
mafques, and tables with broad carpets over 
them.

Three oak-cudgels, with one of crab-tree; 
all bought for the ufe of Mr. P in k e t h - 
M A N .

Materials for dancing; as mafques, cafta- 
nets, and a ladder of ten rounds.

A u r en g zebe ’s feymitar, made by W ill. 
Brown in Piccadilly.

A plume of feathers, never ufed but by 
O e d i p u s  and the E a r l  o f E s s e x .

There are alfo fwords, halbards, Iheep- 
hooks, cardinals hats, turbans, drums, gal­
lipots, a gibbet, a cradle, a rack, a cart­
wheel, an altar, an helmet, a back-piece, 
a breaft-plate, a bell, a tub, and a jointed- 
baby.

Thefe are the hard fliifts we intelligencers 
are forced to j therefore our readers ought to 
excufe us, if a wefterly wind blowing for a 
fortnight together, generally fills every Paper 
with an order of battle; when we Ihew our 
martial Ikill in every line, and according to the 
fpace we have to fill, wc range our men in 
fquadrons and battalions, or draw out company

E e  3 by
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by company, and troop by troop; ever ob- 
ferving that no mufter is to be made, but when 
the wind is in a crofs-point, which often hap­
pens at the end of a campaign, when half the 
men are deferred or killed. The C o u r a n t  
is fometimes ten deep, his ranks d o le: the 
P o s t - b o y  is generally in-files, for greater ex- 
adtnefs; and the P o s t - m a n  comes down upon 
you rather after the Turkilh way, fword in 
hand, pell-mell, without form or difciplinej 
but fare to bring men enough into the field; 
and wherever they are raifed, never to lofe a 
battle tor want of numbers.

N “ 43. Tuefday, July 19, 1709. 

S T E E L E  AND A D D I S O N .

----- Bene nummattm dectrat Suadela Venujque.
H o r .

‘ ‘ The goddefs o f  perfuafion forms his train,
** And V e n u s  decks the well bemoney’d fwaln.”

F r a n c i s .

W h i t e ’s Chocolare-houfe, July 18.

I Write from hence at prefent to complain, 
that wit and merit are fo little encouraged 

by people of rank and quality, that the wits of 
the age^are obliged to run within Temple-bar

for
r 'X
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